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THE PREFACE. | 
of ade 4 confiderable while ſince, that Ad- 
| vertifements were given in the At heni- 
nian Mereury concerning this Book ard- the 
defign of it : There happend it ſeems 4 
QUARREL /ometime ſince between Sir Tho- 
mas,—&c; Aid Madam Godfrey—he re- 
ted on the whole Sex, and ſhe as* vigos 
roully defended *em, ill at /ength the Gen- 
rleman undertook more at large to prove *em 
ilty of innumerable Faults and Follys, 
that the whole Sex was made-up of Vexatis 
on and Vanity, mt a Patch or Adack, or 
Ribbou about *em ; nothing from Top-knot to 
Shoe-tie, but what needed reformation) and 
ſhe to Anſwer whatever he could urge againſs 
Gm i: Bat the CHALLENGER begas {> 
rowghly that the Defendant fled--to Athens 
for fuccour, whith at ther deſire anſ2-e4 
the Firf Paper, that againft LOVE, b:u6 
worn'd net engage any further in the Contro- 
verly ; . only Primted an Advertiſement for 
any other Ladys to come in and affift their 
Sex: Actordingly, as the Defendant receiv*d 
the Letters, ſhe ſent *em to me, with Per- 
miſſion to Print *em, haying Anſwer'd ſc- 
veral of *em her ſelf. Ad the reſt were 
done by others of ber Acquaintance, and ma- 
#y of *em | ſhown to the Gentleman before they 
were ſent me, . © Thisfirſt Volume beating up 
© for Volunteers, "tis ſuppoſed ſuch an Artny, 
*of Ladies will come jn from all parts of Z«- 


 *Fope, 'ds will humble Sir Thomas and all 


* his Adherents. The War was no ſooner pro- 
A2 claimed 
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vlaims d, biet the Learned Anony 
wions Ia hne, Madan H--- _ ot T 


ſoo 1 behalf of their Sex ;, and tw hoped 


News of this Firlt Battle will [ſoon reach the | 
Ears of AMadan D'acier of France, Alagame J 


Daunoy (Author of the Travels into, Spary), 
the Zqdy Manley Madam Pix, and the dage- 

wious Pindarick Lady 7, (who, lately pabliſht 4 
Book of Poems «der the Naive of Philome- 
ta), : 2a not dowbted but theſita adles, and mas 


2 ethers will take » 1 $0, NS 1N os Etteral 
refles,. Cuſtoms and. 


War 3 1n which ok t 
Humours Fair Sex 37111 be boldly: at- 


Fackt--- * ove ke omtaar already. * 


Tt the Je: ine 0 v. es, Ma- 


& 
Climene the Soo wel vs fn 
u rk theDefence of Kiſhng,E phelia the De- 
* fence of Red Hair, Madam Diges the De- 
*fence of Patches, Madam Sherles, 


© apainſt Leander, whoaffirms there is. New 
* ther i isClarinda or Sapho.Cowardly, but hays 


omiſed to fight for their Rigs and Pri- 
e Filedget as long as they can weild: To ongue 


© or Pen--- And ſure I am if theſe prone 
come thus in a Body, Sir Thomas cod þ "Army 
will ſoon be Ronted. Late 


(like Cowardly Soldier's) Ws _ (crate 
nor bite, but turn their. Backs when they (ce the 
Enemy yet the Valiant G atrey (as ant 
' Expreſſes #t) 
Wears 


knots,.. 
adam - 


fence of W ki Tobace a rt ; 
* fence 0 omens ta 0: | 
Y roads will prove ores no Sex.in Souls, ; 


(their She-Ghampian) 
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Ears her Peas others de.their Sword 3- 
by ri Word Seth. - the Famaly MT 

re: oY, 0 Charge the Enemy thro J 

3 "But the reater Force Jan, the vo 


"ny; of Victory —- 

ou! is Ladies therefore that are 

Retry to, _ under-Madam Godfrey, 
aredefired to fend 
in their Name$;and place of Abode;.and 

they ſhall dofernithe wirh Peng Ink and 

Paper, and enter'd -into'preſent Service. 
ThePlace of: Rendevonz is Mr;. Darkefs 
Houſe in Bull-beag-Conrt near Cripplegate 


to FR ol. £ ers: ouſt be direQedet- 
Point the 

45 the Liberty TH. Wing armel _ 
SubjetF), 
is added (ame 


by Sceand 1 The — pr X 
fi We Letters, Pro-2nd Con, on all Hee 
A relating to Women, And.av- 
Fare, GH Yexce 45 roxcluded, there will. be 
- jt _ Alphabetical Table -of all the-La- 
as engaged be Fight audif permitded, their 
Quality,and Place o Relidence,with: APind:-- 
Poem toAnonyma, MidawH-—and the 
Toes Ar SRO their timely aſhftanee 
18. 5. 
pads 1 wile and incredulous fill; ar to 
pL whether th Us War be real or not? [ @v- 
DCE anger AS 4 peiceof 
Co A ba theſe Winter Evenings. 
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So-that 'tir not a Pin watter whether tis real 
-or feigned. 1 ſnppoſe no wah is 10 very fil % 
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as 
fohave the worſe Opinion of the Turkiſh Spy, 
becarſe generally thought a Filtion--- But - 
once) to humenr theſe Nice Palites, 1 do. aſſure 
"tm that this Quarrel is matter 'of "FARE ; and 
might T'have leave to tell who the Ladies are 


that fight under the Names df - Anonyma, Sas 


pho, Cleonta, Arſinda, ad Daphne, &c.— 
' twould give ſuch Reputation to the Vnderta- 


og, that this Fiſt Volume -woxnld ſoon ſwell to 


the ſize of the Turkiſh Spy. Thad like tobave 
forgo to.tell the Reader that ſeveral of the 


jeas- being. near a-kin, aud many of the 
Zadys not knowing what" the reſt had writ, 


*twas impoſſible but their Notions maſt inter- 


fere i» ſeveral places,” and be very like, if 


not the fame with cach other. 4, accurate 
Reader may alſo take notice that the Style 5s 
the ſame in _ of the Anſwers, and wil! 
whrly conc 
and'; A great part of the work, 1 think near 


half; being Written by the' Lady who firſt . 


undertook the Quarrel,brranſethere mere not- 


' emwongh of her own Sex came in to help her. - 


Tam not to Anſwer. for the Freedom, the 
Combatants uſe with one another, for 7 ae- 
clare it ow the Honour of the Black Bird, Z 
neither ihnomthe Knie httnor Lady. © 
But if this be worth the whi e. I'm pro- 
mis d the reſt, of the'-Letters '>- This 3s all, 
Mr.Reader that I had 10 Acquaint oe ce your 
know of ola that I am, Your Humble Servant, - 
PHELARET.. 
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LETTER L 
Againſt LOVE. 


By Sir THO MAS— 


Was in earneſt, and am ſo ſtill, and 
have too much reaſon to be ſo, and 
deſire nothing but 4 clear Stage, and 
wo Vrarter, I ſhall begin my At- 

tack on that which is the very Foundation 
of all your Sexes Pride, and the Dotage and 


Folly of our own, and thats ZOFE, 
B which 
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which 1 wndertake to prove, none but a Fool 
can eer be guilty of. T1 know youll ask me 
preſently, whether I never knew a wiſe ar 
1n that Condition? I grant, many that are 


eſteem'd wiſe, may have had a ſhaking or 


two on't, or have at leatt thought fit to 
pretend ſomething like it,to hold theirNecks 


o' one (ide, and look like Fools, that they - 


might not be out of the Faſhion, as our 


Grandfirs wore Ruffs, our Grannys Far- 


thingales, and your ſelves new, (uch Aerial 
Monumental Topknots; which tho' you 
all acknowledge little leſs ridiculous than 
a Cap with a Bell at the Top of ir, yet it 
the Sezex-Wſe-ſtrefſes ſhould riſe agen, 
they'd rather never be kiſs'd, than be one 
Barly-Corn ſhort of the Faſhion. Bur 
you'll ſay, they don't all diſſembls; for if 
wiſe Men han't bin really in Love, why do 
they marry? A ſhrowd Argument. And 
who ever did fo that was well in his Wits ? 
Tis true,that Men of the greateſt Senſe may 
ſometimes overſtrain theirHeads with think- 


ing, and get a little delirions,and in that Fir, 


Nature” falls upon them like a Coward, 


when they are down, and pops fem into 
Aatrimony ; and when once their Horns are 
tait in the Brake, let em get out agen how 
they can. That this is true, you your 
ſelves mult grant, or your great Adinirers, 
the Arhenians, if you'd either of ye be ſo 
og as to relolve me one Queſtion, 


od EI 


| that is--- Whether you ever knew any_ {| 
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of thoſe celebrated#7ſd4oms,who did not play 
the Fool egregioully in fone one great In- 
ſtance of their Liſe, and in this I'm ſure as 
much as any other. You have heard, I 
ſuppoſe, of one of their Sagacities, who 
when he had-marry'd his Maid, frankly 
own*d that there was no reaſon below the 
Girdle, and he never gave a more righteors 
Judgment, And perhaps *tis neceſſary that 
thote great Men ſhou'd have ſome tuch 
remarkable Blemiſh that others may know 
them, and they know themſelves ro be but 
en, as the Spots in the Sun and Moon, 
are enough to keep any bur Sots from wor- 
ſhipping fem; and as the old Romans, not- 
withſtanding their long Beards, convinced 
the Gawls at laſt, that they were not Gods, 
becauſe they were capable of pailion as 
well as themlelves. Suppoſe then, at 
worlt, that a wiſe /4an ſhould have bin 
in Love, *tis as a Fool, not a wiſe Man: He 
tor the time parts with his Fiſdem, pats off 
his Polzric, and appears in his Perſonal 
Capacity, unleſs you'll rather fay, that as 
the Gods are tabled to have done, he di/- 
gnijes himicif ro deſcend -among Mortals. 
"This I (till affirm,'ris no part of i115 wi/aom ; 
he's dr.wn into'c by a meer77:ch and Fallacy 
of Nature *tis what he wou'd, if he coutd, 
avoie, like ſleeping, or other leſs handſome 
A&ions. Tis certain, no wiſe Afr woutd 
ever be in Love, if he knew how to help 
it, becauz it makes hin look fo /ihe a Feel, 
B 2 tha 
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that the :0 Sores are hardly leſs diftin- 
griſhable. For muſt not any. Man in his 
right Senſes, ( which beſure is no Lover ) 


muſt he not own that upon -a fair and - 


equal Ballance, the Inconveniences of that 
Pailion infinitely outweig\ that ſcratching 
ſort of a Pleaſure, which ſome (ay is to be 
faund in't. Wou'd any wiſe an, I'd 
fain know, bring a thouland Miſchiets up- 
on himſelf, which he might keep clear of, 
or make anthers Misfortunes:. his own, as 
if he had not already ſufficient to tor- 
ment him 2 But he that's not in Love is 
half an Angel to the Wretch, who is 
condemn'd to row in that Ship of Feels, 
chain'd to ſome other Fellow-Slave, to 
have and to hold with a Vengeance, like 
thoſe poor Creatures, whom the Tyrant 


faltned to Dead Carcaſſes, that they might. 


ſtink and rot together. The Story of Par- 
der's Box is cicuotlels miſtold by the 
Poets : Twas tiie Dreſſinz Box, which 
Nature preſented to all your Sex, con- 
taining, as I hope to prove, I know not 
how many hundred Kinds of Poyſons, 
liſchiets and Miſerics, mtruſted all in 
your Hands, to puniſh and plague Man- 
kind. I'd fain know to what peice of Mid- 
witry a Man mult have recourſe, to tind 


all the Diſeaſes of your Boaies only, ( fince 


theſe of your Afinzs are pranted innumera- 
ble) with which,it a Manhas the : hard Fate 


not to be choakr or poyſor'd the firlt Night, | 
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asa certain King they talk of uſed to 
ſerve his Wives, yet how many a tedious 
Moon and Year, and Age, muſt he lan- 
euiſh with {ome frighcful Hag r«ſt/ing by 


his fide, unleſs he takes a Doſe of Opwum 


to break the Charm, ani give him his H«- 
beas Corp to an eaſier, and more comfort- 
able Bed'iin the Duſt 2 Tis one of the leaſt 
and moſt rolierable Inconveniences of 
that whimſical Palſion, that it turns the 
Brains of all- it ſeizes, and makes fem ſo 
ridiculous, that *tis 1impoſtible to pity 
*em, without laughing at fem. 

And the worſt of it is, that this Madneſs 
is infetious too, and better comenear any 
other Venemous Creature than a Lover :--- 
For not only his Bite, or his S:ght, 1s mor- 
tal, but fcis almoſt equally dangerous to 
hear him. His Sighs kill as certainly as 
the Breath of a Serpent, and infuſe the ſame 
Poiſon into others, which he himſelt was 
ſo full. of,.. that it runs -over. To ſpeak 
truth, he's not only a public Nuiſance, but 
a common Enemy, and deſerves as well to 
be expell'd a regular Commonwealth, as 
the Poets from Plato's, or as that Trage- 
dian, wizo put a whole City into a Fever, 
by reciting a Famous Tragedy. All wiſe 
Law-givers have taken a peculiar Care to _ 
puniſh thoſe very ſeverely, who have vin 
Corrupters of Manners, and by their bad 
Examples, debauch'd the Commonwealth, 
and infeted ir with Riot and Lewdneſs. -. * 

D 2 But - 


But nothing efteminates a Man more than 
this fickly Pafſion; nay, it makes him de- 
ſpiſe or hate all who are healthier and 
wiſer, and will have it a mark of 
Dullneſs and Nonſence, not to play the 
Fool.and is as angry with thoſe who do nor, 
as the Sybarite with the poor honelt Fel- 
low, who was hard at work; which fo - 
highly difpleaſed him, that he was like to 
have vearen him, becauſe i: made him 
ſweat to look ppon him. The ſubje& is 
fo copious, that I find *tis eaſier to ſay too 
much than enough upon't; I ſhall there- 
fore add no more, but one juſt Remark 
that *tis ealic to obſerve what an uleful 
and innocent Paſlton we ought to eſteem 
;t, when we find nothing more common 
than for the Raviſher, -the Inceſtu- 
ous, the Adulterer, and ſometimes the Mur- 
derer, to plead Love, to excuſe them, which 
therefore ſhou'd ſeem not bnly a Pretence 
for the blacheſt Villanies, 'but even the 
Canſe of them: : | 


THOMAS -— 


Azaſwer 
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Anſwer to Letter I. 


By the Athenians. 


LL Men muſt Love, and this Sir you- 

grant, and that Nature it ſelf obliges - 
'em to do ſo, which if true, it muſt be Good 
and Rational, and the contrary wnnatural, 
then which nothing more can be defird to 
the prejudice of your opinion ; nor can any 
thing be pleaded more to the Advantage of 
Love then that 'ris neceſſary in our preſent 
State of Life. When we come to be Angels 
*tis another matter, but whar's that to thoſe 
that make the objefion ? Would not a Man 
defire ro Eat and Sleep when he has occafi- 
on, and if he ſhoud quartel with Nature 
for obliging him to it, wou'd henot there- 
by highly bring in Queſtion both his Prety 
and P:ſ/dom, it being no lefs then taking 
it ill, thas he's made a Aa», not a Stone, 
or a Tree (tho even they Love too, in 
their way) or a ſenceleſs Lump of Earth, 
when ſhe was at Liberty into what mould 
ſhe'd caſt his yet «ndetermin dmatter? What 
is there ſtronger, more certain, or more un- 
accountable and wonderful then Sympa- 
thy and InſtinR 2 But had the Loadſtone 
that Reaſon we boaſt of, 'twou'd ſurely 
make better uſe on't then to find fault 
with Nature for ms it fo dearly Love 

2 4 
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the Iron. But there's more then this in't, 

there's ſamerthing highly rational in the 

very Effence of wvirtwons Love, abſtratted 
from that muddy {ence we have been fo 

lorg talking of, tho the objeRion makes it 

-aH-xothing elſe, as if Sir Thomas had 
no Notion of any. purer Love, ard yet it 
concludes againſt Love in General, which 
3s by-no means a fair way of arguing. If 
there be no reaſon-below the Girdle, ſure 
there's ſome above it,or elſe we are ina worle 
condition then thoſe which ſome eſteem 
their Fellow-Reaſeners, and Fellow- Lovers 
too, if they Love promiſcucuſly and make 
it all a matter of /cxce only. But that 
there's ſomething more retin'd in Love, is 
evident to any, who will but be at the 
Pains to refle&t on the canſe and manner 
of it, and nothing 1s more certain then 
that the mind of Mar perceives it is nor, 
nor.can be in it ſelf compleatly happy. Ic 
therefore looks abroad, coaſts about, and 
ſurveys the whole Creation, as the firſt 
Man did in /mocence, to ſeek for ſome- 
thing like it and ſuitable to it, rill ic 
meets at laſt with ſome imboay'd Soxl,and 
that it Loves, for were it the body only, 
*twcu'd Love a Carcaſs as well as an Ani- 
mal, at leaſt ove Perſon as well as another, 
the contrary whereof 1s evident to all 
che. World, and that only Brutes, or thoſe 
who are very near *em, have no Choice in 
theſe matters : It finds, *tis true, no poſe 
= A- 
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[atisfa#ion in what it Loves, even when. 
fſes it; and what's the reaſon, but be- 
cauſe the Body lags behind, comes be- 
tween, and obftrutts its happinels ; no C- 
ther weakneſs then is to be found in] all 
ſenfible pleaſures. But the reaſonableneſs 
of Love reaches further: The ſympathy of 
Souls 15..rational, and we,are, conſcious. of 
it, and,can refle& upon it 3 there's not only, 
as. has been ſad, ſomething of choice, bur 
even, of delicacy in't, whereas there's none 


' 1n any Aagnet either Dead or Living, a 


ſubject indeed fic. to be wrote upon by none 
bur a Tranſported Lover, 
. Howeyer, nothing. can, be- weaker then - 


the remaining 'objetons, which this angry 
Gentlemary produces againſt that. beſt 'of 
pallions, .. the dire&: contrary ro moſt of 
what. he aſſerts being evidently true. He 
calls it 4 {azy diſtemper, when *ris the 
moft Aitive Principle in the World ; wou'd 
erlwade us that no iſe m47 is, or wou'd 
£637 0 whenee it follows by the Ru'e . 
of .contrarys, that ejther herred, or at icaft 
a ſtoical Apathy. wou'd better become him, 
which needs no confutation. 'So far is Love 
from being an Argument of Folly, that we 
defy him to inftance in a Foo! that ever was 
in Love. Tho of tfother (ide, he knows the 
ſtory of the Aſs in the Twrzſp-Spy, and we 
leave him to apply it: And as this Avey- 
fron to Love is no great ſign of wit, ſo *tis 
no better of Ciuihty, and Humanity. | For 
Sh 1&6, which 


r0 @CThe Feniale War, 

which reaſon, when we find a perſon who 
really has all thoſe qualifications! fall foul 
on that well-natur'd paſſion, we may well 
believe one of theſe two things, cither that 
*tis only a Copy of his Conntexarce,only asa 
'Tryal of Skill and oftentation of his #5e,to 
thow how much he can ſay foran i// cauſe 
or elſe that his mind is /owr*d by having 
'been himſelf »nfortanate m_his amours, in 
"which caſe he's a prejudic'd Perſon; and 
an unproper Judge, and as little regard is 
to be given to his Ravings as he has for 
Truth or Juſtice. But Jet ſuch as theſe 
fay what they will, the World will be tif 
apt to believe their ſences, and when they 
Have ſo often ſeen ſuch as have'been net 
ther Liberal or Courtly, nor Induftrious; 
nor it may be ſo much as neat or cleanly 
before they have fallen in Zove, immed1- 
ately after reform'g as it were by Miracle, 
and become quite other Men, and when 
[their difference from themſelves has been 
and often. is ſo Remarkable, and' the 
Change ſo much for the better, and they 
'become both Generous and Liberal, and 


himſelf from concluding that it muſt bea 
Noble Principle, and very Beneficial to 
Mankind, which cauſes ſuch an Advanta- 
gious alteration 2 But above all, the ſlan- 
Jers he caits upon Love, none appcars more 
untuſt or improbable then his charging it 


with effeminating Mens minds ; when ris 
Noto- 


Courtly and Diligent, who can hinder 
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Notorious that it does the contrary, and 
that ſometimes ro a Fault ; and that even 
a Timorous Heart will not refuſe to fight 
when his A£4ſtreſs is near him. 

As for the Gentlemars Civil Farewell, 
wherein he throws all thoſe miſchiefs upon 
Love, whereof *tts either the innocent, or 
but pretended occafion, he can't but he 
fatisfy'd himfelf *tis a very unfair way « 
Agure, fince if that wouf'd hold good, 
we'd 'fam know how he cou'd Anſwer an: 
obje&ion much of the ſame nature brought 
againſt Religics it (elf, the pretence of which: 
all muſt own has been the occaſion of much. 
miſchief in the World. But the ſame:An- 
{wer will ferve to both ; *Tis not Religion, 
nor is it Love that really occaſion -usr- 
fatal diſorders, but the pretence, the abuſe, 
the Vizard of fem both, nor will it ever 
te otherwiſe, but that Vi/lains will Profane 
and Scandalize oze of thele as well as the 
other, 

But after all, what wou'd the objector 
gain ſhou'd we grant that Love were re- 
ally ſuch a Bugbear as he has repreſented 
it, or how come Women more then Men 
to be concern'd mt? O-- he tells us in the 
Beginning, *tis © this which is the Founda- 
tion ot all the Female Sexes Pride, as well. 
as of the Dotage and Folly of Aſans. Bur 
was there never a Beax of his Acquain- 
tance who grew Proud and Vain with be- 
uis Below d, nay, with the very Fancy and: 

Dreanm 
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Dream on*t, having ſo good an opinion 
- of the Beauty and Good humownr of his own 


' Wig and Cravat, that he thinks *tis im 
poſſible any Lady in the World: ſhou'd 
re{iſt him ?. Such Monſters as theſe he 


knows have been found, out of Africa, } 


and *cis not at all fair to lay the weight of * 


a Folly . that ought to be_divided berween 
both Sexes, on ge- only, and- that the 
weaker too, eſpecially when ſo great a part 
of Men have bo much their own good wore, 
that if- the Ladies ſhou'd not rake pity 
on 'em, and ler fem now and then m 

Love to them, or at leaſt to their Fan, or 
 Piftare, they wou'd infallibly fall in Love 
with their own dear ſelves, and like Nar- 


ciſſus, ſtare ſo long on their own. ſhadows, ' 


nill they pin'd themſelves to Death. _ 


Athens. 
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p Letter WH. \-vero 4M 
Ag tinſt the Sexes Pride and Vantty. 


"By Sir THO.M AS: 


A Vaſt $e4 to Launch into,and not more 
wiae then *tis unfathomable : They-are 
indeed bur exe, tho diftinguiſh'd by differ- 
ent Names, or at leaſt have a mutual Ivter- 
courſe and flow: into, each:other. : But for 
more exatFneſ7_ Ill diſcourſe ' 6f them 
tiny, and deſcribe the. dangerous Rocks 
and Sands and Shelves, that are every where 
{catter'd round em, that tho you are re- 
ſolv'd to fink your ſelves, others at leaft 
may beware of, *em. 

And, firſt; .your- Pride, which you know 
was your Fadl, as well as that of your dear 
confiaent, who perſwaded you toit. Tis hard 
to fay, where you ſhow it moſt, m your 
Converſation. with «s, or with your ſelves, 
or with oze another, | 

While you have Eyes, you 'will have 
Pride, you have ſufficient in your felves.to 
feed that, and” your wvanity,. tho no other 
living Eye ſhou'd ever ſee you.. Is it for 
your Hz55474s, or ſo much as your Lovers, 
or. for the ſake of rhe reſt of the Wal 

that's 


that's all this Patching and Painting, and' | 


Curling and Dreſſing, and Fooling ? No, I 
muſt clear you from all theſe ; 'Tis as much 
for your own &4cer ſelves you do it, as for 
all the reſt together. We fancy the Pea- 
eoek (preads his fize Train to oblige the 
Spettators, but it's a great miſtake, for he 
does it often enough, and ſtares on himſelf, 
and admires his glaring Train, when he 
knows not he has any Witneſſes to admire 


M., | | 

Thus wou'd you do, if in a row by your 
ſelves, and pu were {ure _ ther wo 
ceive or make any vifits ; you'd yet reſcle 
And} at, and look back on Od Train, 
and mend your Cz#te7, and make Court to 
your own «w/4ble [c}ves, for a whole day 
together,” Þ"” © Hos 
© However, asto your oxt/de you have of- 

rentinties ſomewhat that may at leaft give 
a pretence to your Yazxity, but what have 

ou to fay, for your minds? What ſhow or 
Ihadow ot Reafoh, for being Prard of what 
is ſo perfeAly ' Comemprible, and there's ſa 
little hopes, or it may be poſſibility, of their 
ever amending? You are even Proxd of your 
own Pride, when you can hind nothing elle, 
and you thus make a fort of an izfomite Pro- 
ceſs in Vice and Felly. Your Sex reconciles 
a thouſand Contradictions, which is it ſelf 
the a F. Your minds are weat and yet 
ſtubborn, looſe and diſſolv'd, and open to ſuch 
pleaſing ſophiſtty as you are ſure will r#12e 
YOU, 
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you, and yet at the ſame time impregnable 
againſt the-utmoſt efforts of ſober reaſon, 
mighty full of your Je elves, and vet as noto- 
rioufly empty as thole ſha aper of Mew, who 
ſo much admire you. ſhall find you a 
Glaſz, eerIve left ye, better then Mrs. 
Behw's, and much truer ; and which, if 
you'd look upon't half as often as on 
Four own, ..there would. be ſame hopes 
you might a-ligtle reftify theſe menta! De- 
formities ;- but: Fm perſwaded Jou Are 
much more inclin'd to break, it, for you 
never yet endur'd one that rold ; ou your 
Faxhks WP more then a Tre that hemp 
vour M ſhaper, you Yearly Love to be 
[te*d,, and he or none muſt have. han 
Heert that flatters and abuſes ye. _ .. 

But I'm {lipt. from: your Pride to.your 
Vavity, which ſeems to reſpect args while 
the former is often terminated on your 
ſclves,; Tho twill be as difficult to, ſgpa- 
rate one from tother, ..as , you, foe, Ele 
ther,. and therefore I muſt now 
'em. promi/cuonſly, and take that Ahich 
comes uppermoſt. 

Andiif ever either of *em ſhow'd them- 
felves, *tis in FO pretences to equality 
with your Lord and Soveraign ; that Ie 
bler Creature, whom you were made to 
ferve and obey, a-ſort of an Appendix you 
are to Mankind, a. Cratch to his /fortal 
Natare, made'(one-wou'd be tempted to 
think) on Prion. of the Fall (had not 
you. 
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. s nl IM a hah. —_ + : 
You your ſelves. been the. Principal Actors * 


1 it,) without ' which one can ſcarce ima- 
gine there had*been any veed of *you. How:- 
ever, made. you were, for another, and yet 
have the Yarity to flatter your elves, that 
he:was rather ford for you, and that all 


Mankind are to bow dorr and Worſhip ye. | 


O/! How hard ir goes to pay a little pre- 
tended boatly obedrence, but if it 0 me 
tothe »i»4, you'll no more yeild'any $- 
ervority then, a be xm 0a No- 


eman' of 'any other Nation.” There you * 
are perfe& .levellers, as fit to ule as any, | 
and as much' right to't, tho you may as | 


well fay your Bogbes are as ſtrong, and can | 


undergo'3s tnuch Farrgve as ours: 
*- How many pvor Husbands. d* you make 


t orice comes | 


DR ANFPMERRTESQ.. 


weary of their Lives by the: Pride,, the On- 


eaſmeſs, and the Vanity of your Tewpers 
and what Bwunches of *em have ſtrung them- 
ſelves on this occafion ? _ 

' "And no © wonder, -if you ſeldom” miſs 


ef; at the fafe'Zoch'bf fatrimo- 
7, Whertyoware generally (o'welk practis'd 
in Dowineerjng before you are 'Marry'd. 
Your Lovers are your Slaves, from the very 
firſt fight, and you rule fem more 4%ſolxte- 
ly when - once Chain'd to your Bed, then 
the Algereens theirs, when faſten'd to their 
Gally-Benches. 'Your concern is not {o much; 
what ſabjets you have, as how many ; nor 
how they 1:ve, as how they ſerve, nor how 
PvE WELL you 


your's&|]F with-them, after, you have *' 


Hows. 
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you ceme by fem, as how you. may preſerve 
em. You have the Yamty to believe all 
rhat theſe ſay of you, all the groſs F/atte- 
ries wherewith they load you, with which 
Tyrants are generally pleas'd, becauſe they 
think greater things of themfelves, then 
they can hear from others. How many per- 
jries are you Gmilty of 2 Both all your. own, 
and theirs roo, who are ſo unfortunate,.to 
be enilav'd by your fatal artibices. - The 
mult be deeply forſwcrn to pleaſe you, an 
proteſt you have ten thouſand charms they 
never dreamt of, tho your Faces be as mean 
as your minds, And if thele happen to be 
Blaſphem'd, if any whom you are:grown 
neary of, and have caſt em off for. the 
ſake of beloved variety, happens to'take 
the #ngentee! Freedom to (lander you with 
the greateſt T7#th, what 4ttonement preſent. 
ly Te, her Blood,. and = aac” leſs 
then humane, to appeale your Savare 
Deity ! One Rival is a" hired wok 


| ſmiles and hopes, and all the Witchcraft. of 


your Sex, to cut the Throat of another; to 
gratify your infernal Pride, and inſatiable 
revenge : Whereby you have often a dow- 
ble advantage ; you get rid of two Lovers 
at once, and make 700m for more, while one 
of *em 13 hayg'd and the other marther*d; . 

Nor have your own Sex 'much. fairer 
<QHarter from you then owrs, NoTrath, nor 
Tuſtice, nor Friendſhip, you are all in Hobbs 


' hisState of Nature, [ndepexdent Empires of 


your. 
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your ſelves,and at profeſs*dWars with all the 


World. Your very Cloaths, your Gowns, 
much more your Faces are Rivals : You'd ' 


ſcarce one of ye, give another an Inch 


of preheminence, tho *twas upon the Edge | 


of a precipice, and to ſave both your 
Lives ; ſo much leſs wit have you then 
the two poor Goats, who meeting upona 
narrow Hriage, and finding it impoſſible 
to paſs by one another, or to return with- 
out falling into the River, one of fem 
very politic:ly and hambly laid himſelf 
down, and the other went over him, by 
which both got ſafely whither they in- 
rended. And did they not-A& far more 
like rational -Creatures, then the two 
(Good Wives of Pars tother dav, who met 
in a narrow ſtreet and complimented till 
Night, getting both Dinner and Supper 
in their Leathern-Tabernacle; rather then 


has _ cy p—Y _ ”_ P=I _ - Mit. a = -— my - on 


either of *em wou'd leſſen the Grandeur of 
their Family by going backward, and leav-. | 


ing the other im poſſe/ton. 

You ſhow us, how little Bearty is to 
be really valu'd by the low eſteem you 
have of it in any but your ſelves. Some 
faxlt you are ſure to find in the moſt re- 
gular Face, and then, none but ll the 
World knows it. 

* Yes, truly, ſhe's a pretty ſort of a Wo- 
* man enough, for what there is of her, 
* for a little Apple Childiſh Face. Or elle, 
© on my word « proper Dame, and yr 

* dant 
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'-dant ſhape ſhe has to 'recommend her, 
, ſhe'd make a good handſomeMan enough, 


' , that'stheTruth on't, Or the gy Ont on 
c 


. ſhe not a thought to ſlender, a little d'ye 
call't, ( crys another Erynis), why ſhe's a 


{ MEER SPIDER, a perfect INSECT,two 


* Pyramids ſet together. Or, ſhe has a 


| : g00d Complexion, Nay, ſet down in- 


ifterent, *t has a notable Eye of the 
* WALL inft; either DOUGHBAKTT, or 
* the OVEN OVER-HEATED. Or—For 
* her FINE EYESall the World ADMIRE 
* her, yes, they have a Languiſhing caſt 
* with fem, ſhe is a little CIRCUM- 
* SPECT, and has the adyantage, that ſho 
* can throw one of em on her LOVER, 
* and the other on her HUSBAND, -at-tho 
* ſame time, without altering her PO- 
* STURE, and look equally amoroully on 
* both. Well,but haſtn't Madam A—@ very 
* graceful preſence? Yes, and a fine ROL- 


' * LING-PINFACE. She's tall, -as 4 
_ ©+BELL-ROPE,LovelyWHITE TEETH, 


* and a mouth like an--O'YE$! CURI- 


| * OUS HAIR, with an Eye of GOLD 


* in't. Round plump SNOWY HANDS 
* and you (ee ſhe's nota little PROUD © 
*SHOWING*em. Charming E Y E- 
*-BROWS, . why you-may ſee the LEAD 
* SHINE upen fem. A GOOD FOR- 
* TUNE, Thoſe always come SHORT on 
* the telling, or weigh leſs after Mar- 
* riage. Of an- UNSPOTTED REPU- 
| TATI- 
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* OUS: WORLD. She TALKS WELL, 
-*: but affeted : Very good HUMOUR'®D, 
* but 'FOOLISH; a: great deal-of WET, 
© and ILL -NATURE. | 
* 'Fhe plain» Meaning of- all which: is juſt 
thus, if -you-wouf'd- bur ſpeak--out. | 
:.-* Fm vo PROUD; that I-hate! any 
* ſhoud-be thought a FINER' WOMAN 


» than m* Telf, or ſ0'-much as equal with 


© me. 'I'ny the pretrielt;: littleſt,” '(ofteſt, | 


* foundett, phampeſt;propereſt, gracefulleit 
* Creature that I ever {et -my Eves on. Have 


*-the moſt- Virtue, B:auty, Wit and Re-| 


x: ome The- fineſt: EYES, 'the- beſt 
Preſence,” the'prettieſt : Ways, the loveli- 
eſt Hair, the eveneſt Teeth, the moſt 
-: enſnaring FINGERS, 'the' moſt ſurpriz- 
© ing Foot,! the belt Shaped :-- The -moſt 


C. 
£c 
» 


** charming Elbow; and Tip ot an Ear, cf} 


any in CHRISTENDOM: 

' —— Well, Madam, You are, I ſee, fo 
raviſh'd with Admiration of your ſelf, that 
*is pitty now to diſturb you, or wake 
you_out of {ſuch x pleaſing Dream; and 
therefore; at preſent, there [ leave yor. 


THOMAS 


*TATION,--- Pretty well firice ſhe broke! 
. off-with my Lord: R---or after HAND-, 
+ SOME G-had left her--or where ſhe's not! 
- WELL KNOWN ;--or---Nay, we ought} 
- t&hopec<the beſt-ſtil] ;--- Many have bin} 
**ABUSED., and we" live m a MALICE! 
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By Madam WILLET — 
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In a Letter to Matam God-: 
frey,-.tbe Lay who firſt en- 


gag d her in this Female 
War. - $504 


Mele” | | 
] Doubc you have ol 


[1 
in a very, £aod Caſe, however I cannot 


deny to. contribuce the zirle Iam able, 
where our common Intereſt 'is- concern'd'; 
leaving it to yeur Dsſcre:09, either to give 
theſe rude Thoughts, the Honour of a;place-. 
amongſt betrer Company, or totally to ſup» ' 


preſs them. | 


As touching the Accuſation of our ſeem- - 
ingly angry i Antagoniſt, who chargeth all 


our S:x with Pride and' Yawity, 'we' ma 
bear it with the leſs Concernment, becauſe 


almoſt in the Prelude thereof, he fayly-- 
owns what.I take to be very much to' 
our Advantage ; namely, that 1t is not for 
the ſake of their Styx, that we take ſomuch' 
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en but a had :ſecond, 
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pains 1n Dreſſing and Aderning our ſelves, 
but meerly, and only for the Decexcy of 
the thing in its own Natwre : Thope he will 
not forbid us to reverence our ſelves, or to 
conſider. that we are humane Creatures, If 
we were to be bxried, he would permit us 
to make uſe of ſome Ornaments, which 
= ſurely he will not alſo attribute unto 

avnity, ſecing we ſhall have none but Yorms 
to admire us in the Sepulchre, 

Ler us therefore make the beſt uſe of 
this one piece of [ygenmity, which has, it 
ſeems, »wngdeſ:gnedly aropr from him. Let 
us record it againſt we have occaſion 
for it : This Gentleman plainly aſſerts in 
the midſt of all his paſſion, That it 5s zos 
for the. ſahe of our Lovers that we take {6 
mach pains with our ſelves; nay, as 1f he 
had not bin yet k:»4 enough, he again adds, 
that he himſelf will clear us from this Impu- 
tation, | 

But I do not conceive that we need all 
that which he ſo bountifully grams us; 
for-let us ſuppoſe' that we did really ex- 
preſs (orething more of So/icirude 1n our 
Dreſs, when we expetted the Y7/irs of a 
Perfox, for whom we had a vertzore friend- 
/p, I eannot ſee any thing criminal in ſuch 
a Behaviour, or, that looks like Pride and 
Vanity; nay, rather the contrary, for no- 

_ thin {#vexrs more of Pride than'to affrom 
or, 

and- 


ct, and waits 


be-= us any r 


i! 2 Perfon, who Me merit .1t, 
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upon us,- in order, to expreſs the lame. 

Now, nothing in my Opinion can be a 

eater Affront. to a Perfon of Condition, 
- when. we are forewarn'd of their V5- 
fits, to be ſurpriz'd in a Preſs not ſuitable 
to receive them ;--- Or, ſometimes to. re- 
pay the Honoxr of ſuch a V:/i in the ſame 
undecent Manner, 

Moreover, it is evident, that many Per- 
ſons- expreſs as. much Pride and YVawty in 
a woroſe and wndecent Dreſ5, and Deport- 
ment, as any Others can in the moſt faſhr- 
#nable Dreſs, and the moſt coſily Ornaments, 

Was not the Cynical Philoſopher, Dio- 
Zenes, guilty, of more unexculable Pride, 
than:the famous Alexander the Great, who 
came to make him a Y:ft, for which-the 
brutiſh Fellow could tind no handſomer 
way o f Requital than by bidding him 
ſtand out of his Sunſbine * We are not to 
regard what any Perſon wears, but in what 
manner he doth-it. The moſt reſplendent 
Monarch in the Univerſe could . not be 
more proaxd of his ſtately Palace, than that 
lame Tatterdemalion was of his ſtinking Tub ; 
nor the moſtBeautiful and moſt Magniticent 
Touth in all Greece, of his Richand Splendid 
Robes, than he of his Sqzalid Rags, which 
would Nauſeate to behold them. 

Theſe things being agreed to, as I ſup- 
pole none will deny them, I proceed yer 
further in the Defence of our Scx, as tothe 
Articles now und:r Debate ; which LY 

airly 
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fairly do, or at leaſt ſilence our Acenſers, | 


by a juſt Recrimination, If we are vain, 


are they otherwiſe ? If we are proud, are 


they Þxmble? Let us make an equal E/ts- 
mation of things, and the contrary will be 
indubitable. We have, we do not deny, 
ſome outward Embelli/hments which are 
not proper to Men, and perhaps we ule 
more than they do, and were we ſome- 
What more pleaſed with them, a little good 
Natwre would not chuſe to impute it to a 
Vice, when at the utmoſt it can be no more 
than a Weakneſs: But we defire either 
our. pteſent A»rageni/t, or any other of our 

etenaed Enemies, to give us Information, 
if ever they have ſeen a Lady, altho* areſt 
to the greateſt Advantage, who had fo 
much Complaiſance for her ſelf, and o lit- 
tle for another, as when a Gentleman, a 
Strarger, was inthe Room, who came to 
make her a formal Vijit, to employ a great 

rt of her time, in admiring her (elf in 
the Clefs, withour any regard to the Com- 
gay, or to common Civihty * And after 
they have reply'd to this Query, we ſhall 
defire fem as ingenuoully ro ſatisfie us in 
two or three more : How many of their 
own Sex they know, who will not employ 
themſelves in the ſame manner, tho' their 
Miſtreſs her ſelf were in Company? And whe- 
ther this be as civil, as we know it is a 
faſhionable way of entertaining 1 adies ? 


And laſtly, if this be nor a c/earer g vos 
tation 
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ſrration of their own Sexes inſufferable Ya- 
nity, than any which they can affix upon 
ours, 

If you furthermore accuſe us, for affect- 
ing Dominion over your Sex; and being 
reitleſs for the Superiority, at leaſt an E- 
quality with them: For my part I know 
no ſenrfible Woman, who delires either. 

It is enough for us to ſhare the Govers- 


went of a Family with you; for which, 


Nature delign'd us, and for. which you 
ought to thank us, and which we m# 
juſtly expect. Some 1nequali!y We Conce. 
between us, but the neareſt to Equality or 
any Legree that you can align, Our 
Governors you were colſtituted, but not 
our Tyrants ; we were given you as Wives, 
not Slaves, and there can be no greater {n- 
aieation of Vanity, than to pretend -ro- an 
abſolute Authority, where you have no 
_—_ to any but what 15s /:imed and 
egal. 

Sur above all things, I ſtand amazed, 
that the Gentleman ſhould charge on our 
Sexes Pride, thoſe Tragical Events, which 
we are too often cccationd by the 
ſame Y:ce jn his own. Can we prevent 
our Lovers Quarrels, which the La ic 


telf cannor? Or can we favour all, or may 


not the molt Virtuous, MynGctt, and Dit- 

creet Lady lwving be ſometimes the 1nzo- 

cenr eceaftsy of tuch Misfoftunes, or when 
II y / : Sao? NES | 

th: ſurtous Rivals are engag'd, would he 

S have 
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' remain 
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have us, {like the Sabine Wives) run be- 
tween, to part em? 

And on this Head I muſt further add 
That if Men were but fo 


pallionate Diſpofitions, as we generally 


of {ſuch forgiving, pardoning Tempers, it 
1s certain, there would not beſo much War 
and Bloodſhed, fuch Piracy by Sea, and Ra- 
wage by Land ; ſo many great and ſmall 
Robbers and Murtherers, as now oppreſs 
and diftratt arkird, and make you more 


Dangerous and more Savage than the fierc-| 


eſt Beatts towards one another. | 
Thus, 4adam, I have, as well as my 


the unknown Gentleman's Letter, and 


Your Humble Sercant, 


Elizabeth, Willett. 
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aceable and 
quiet, of ſuch ſoft, ſuch tender, and com | 


. mean Abilities would permit, anſwer'd} 
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"LETTER I. 


Being an Eſſay in Defence of the 
preſent Faſhions of the Female Sex. 


_— x} 
——- 


Written by 4 NO.NT 2M 4. 


Hof I have bin ſomething »egligent as to 
Time,yet the SubjefÞ you have impos'd 

on me to treat of, doth ſufficiently demon- 
"ſtrate the Power you have over me : When 
| laying aſide all. the carious Thowghts flowing 
from all the nob/e Subjefts of Heaven and 
\ Earth, you have bound me up to a Poman 
| ( torgive me mine dwn Sex:) And to 
that which is zax'd as the greateſt YVari- 
| ty, ever committed by fem; I mean the 
Extravagancy of their preſent Faſhions, 
amoneg(t which, that of their Heads ſeems 
to be vainefF ; Their wnreaſonable Topphngs- 
And to which they ſeem fo united, thar 
*tis not in the power of Reaſon or Ridi- 
cule to make fem part with them. Other 
| Faſhions have their ſhort Continuances here, 
and then.they-go off the Sraye; this the 
ſettled Poſſc//io;z, They are nzver weary, 
| Never wil! be aſham'd of this, tho* it yo. 
2 Vauls 
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vails beyond all mea/are, and is become (o* 
Troubleſome and Chargeable, that it hasj 
forc'd fem to lift up-the Tops of thei} 
Doors, and of their Coaches, to admit fem, ---! 
But I forget my Province, which was to; 
detend, not to accuſe the /oft and tender 
Sex: And indeed I ſpeak but the Lo 
guage of the Vulgar, and (amonglt fem) 
of the rudeſt of exrher Sex, who only art 
Enemies to theſe Dreſſes, and Expoſe *em, 
As for the Gentile, and Underſtanding, the 
livelieff, and well Educated part of AL: 
kind, they /craple not to approve fem, by 
«ſing of them. Indeed, few or none hav 
detended fem by the Per; a Sign that the 
Enemies are lo illiterate, that they cannot! 
read ; nor had I undertaken this needle 
Task; had 1t not bcen in Obedience to 
your Commands; and in order to this 
I ſhall ſpeak of Dreſs in general, a 
firſt, Prove it be no Sin or Folly, and then! 
ſecondly, Shew the Advantages of it, and 
that it has ſome poſitive Good init; a 
then laftly, apply all to the preſent Head! 
T;res of Lagics 1n particular, | 
To cwezin then, I lay this down as 8 
Frincipſe: That there 15 nothing Ugg) 
or Beautiful in it ſelf, bur with reſpe& 
the ordinary Ruies and Cuſtoms of N 
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ſervable in a Body; tize Figure or Shapg 
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that which nature produces, and that 
\ which is Redundant,or Deficient, 1s {aid to 
be Monſtrous.or deform'd, not that *tis ſo 
in it {elf, but in reſpe& of its deviation 
' from the common Standard, that nature 
propoſes to its ſelf to build. up the Body of 
Man in. Ard as Figure; ſo Form (by 
which I mean Colour) depends upon the 
| cuſtomary Draughts of Nature. And we 
count a mixture of Whirz and Red Beau- 
tiful, becauſe it has Ancicntly been count- 
ed {o; Whereas the Blacks (they ſay) have 
ctirer and- contrary Notions of Beauty. 
A 'plain [Demontiration that Beavity 1s 
tounded in Cuitome, not Nature, and that 
nothing 1s originally and ſimply ugly. 

2. And as the Form and Faihion of the 
Botly, fo the Form and Fathion of thote 
Garments that cover it, are al! Judg'd 
handfome. or ugly, by the Rules that Cu- 
im have proſcrib'd to it: For there be 
rwo ends of Cloxths ; The firſt Nateral, to 
detent the Boay from C94, &c, The other 
Civil, to diſtinenſh Sexes, and the ſeveral 
degrees of each Sex,'and to ſet it ot and. 
adorn it. And tho in the firſt of theſe a 
certain Fitneſs and Proportion of the Gar- 
ment to that Member it is defign'd, or to 
{ the whole Body for the uſe aforelaid, is the 
probable Rule it ought to be made by ; 
yet in thoſe that diſtinguiſh the Sexes, and 
degrees of each Sex, (as ſome always muſt 
be own'd to have the only Authority). And 

C 3 this 
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this is: the Reaſon that ſeveral Faſhions 
that appear at firſt fight ſtrange, if not 
Monſtrous, ſhall become fo agreeable by, 
Cnſtome that we fall in Love with *em, 
. and.admire fem, .and cannot think thoſe, 
we doted-on before tollerable : Tis true, 

reat Perſons having always claim'd. the 
Richeſt works of the Richeſt Materials ; 
ſuch habits have been uſual ſigns that they 
were known by. - And wrought Gold and 
Garments of diverſe Colours, are the out- 
ward Indications of Perſons. of Honour, 
Greatneſs and Riches. And meaner Stuff 
and Workmanſhip for the Inferior ſort. Thus 
it has ever been. But we ſpeak. not, of the 
Materials, but Figure of the Difſtinguiſh- 
ing Garment, and therefore for thole of 
Ornament, which is the laſt end of Gar- 


ments, I muſt lay down theſe General | 


Rules. | 
1. That as every Creature is bound by 


the Law cf Nature, to build up and re- 


pair his Body by Nutritions, ſo to adorn it | 


and (ct it of in the beſt manner he can, b 
the Ornaments neceſlary thereunto ; whic 
1s in efeR, bur to ſet off Gods work, and 


make 1c appear more Illuſtrious and wor- | 


thy of him. | 
2. The particular way to ds this is not 
fixt,but guided by Fancy. That is, we firſt 
try one way and then another, according to 
our ſeveral Fancies and Opinions. And 
having experienc'd one way, perhaps 1n 
eine 
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time we like. it not, and fall to another, 
and ſo to a Third, and ſo on till perhaps 
we fall into ſome of the Old again, when 
either they are forgotten, or our Fancy al- 
ters, and we think it again cond 
to that end: And fo, tho* we differ from. 
our (elves, in the Methods and Means of: 
Adorning our Bodies, yet we agree inthe: 
end. The Means are only Trials, wherein 
we are guided by our Fancy. They are: 
Eſſzys of poor imperfelt Man, to compleat 
himſelf, which is the end of Human Natere.. 
2. We have an Eſtimation for Things 
we have not try©d, and for Perſons of Ho-- 
nour, and true Worth, and the firſt is.the 
occaſion of the Inrextors of new Faſhions, 
and the ſecond, of thoſe rhat follow *em.: 
Every one wou'd improve his Body, and 
make it appear as perfe& as he cou'd ; bur 
every one cannot tell how. The | Rich 
and Great are thoſe that contrive theſe: 
outward Embelliſhments ; -which having. 
try'd and prov'd, others ( that have a 
great Veneration for what they do ). 1ai- 
rate *em - So that there is cauſe 1n Na- 
ture, Viz, Perfe&ion, for the Invention of 
new Faſhions, and for the Valgars follow- 
ing *em. As likewiſe for their Change ; 
when we find by Experience that we have 
miſt this end, and therefore are enclin'd- 
ro try another, . 


C 4 | And 


it has loft its Diſtinguiſhing and Adorn- 
1g Quality; and ſo the End being loſt, 


*58/ft. it ſhould be laid aſide, and another 


aflum'd, till Authority ſhall be pleaſed 
to:Approprate Garments and Faſhions to 
_ the {evera! Sorts and Degrees of Sexes : 

So that *tis the want of ck a good Law, 


that brings a. necefliry of Change of Fa- 


ſhions. *Tis neceflary Perſons of Quality 
ſhou'd be known, that they might have 
rhew due Honour: And ſeeing every ordi- 
nary: Creature will break in upon a Faſhi- 
on,}and dreſs like fem, and Authority will 
not -1nterpoſe- to make an:Incloſure, what 
can, nay, what ſhou'd they do- but fall 
into another Mode for diſtin&ion? Sothat 
the Original of Faſhions, and the Changes 
thereof,» founded partly in our naturaldetire 
of Perfe&ion, ,and Attempts towards it, 
and partly in that Order and Diftin&ion, 
which ſhou'd be amongſt Mankind, with- 
out which; all things will fall into Contu- 
110nN. | | 

Theſe things being premis'd and agreed 
to ( as I ſuppoſe they muſt be) I wonder 
why:Man (unreaſonable Man, that js guil- 
tyof the ſame Crime, it it be one) ſhoufd 
Wy upon- poor Ladies for the pretended. 
Extravagancies of their Drefles. Do they 
pretend they are uggly or monſtruous ? 
Why! there is nothing ſo 1n its ſelf; and 
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e And /aftly, When a Dreſs is grown com” | 
mon, or us'd by vile and ordinary Perſons, | 


Cuſtom - {| 
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F Cuftom.reconciles every. thing. and 1s t1© 
Ryle of Decency ; that is deeent, which -- 


the tried” ant"approy'd Cuſtoms of well- 
educated Perſons have made fo.-—-ls 1t 
becauſe they change and alter ? Why! 


# this is nothing but a_continued Eſfay, t9 


render themſelves Beautiful and Compleat 
in Body, as well as Mind; the Work of 
Humane Nature. We' are ſent hither: ro 
Adorn and perfe& both the Body and 
Mind, as far as we may, Education and 
Study 5 the Means to the one, and Dreſ- 
ſing to the other. 

Each are to. be dreſs*'d, tho* in a diffe- 


rent way. The' Body muſt be adorn'd 


with fuch Improvements as it is capable 
of; and he that 'doth negle& it, is a Slo- 
ven, and a'Sinner againſt the Law of Na- 
ture. I do not here make any Compari- 


{ ſon betwixt the Body and the Mind; I 
' am willing to prefer the laſt; and its Ac- 


compliſhments, (and wou'd to God it was 
more minded ) -yet I fay alſo, that whilſt 
theſe are done, the other ought not to 
be left 'undone;”' Let the Lady be as long 
as ſhe will- in her Cloſet, at her Dreſſmng- 
Box, provided ſhe be not longer there 
than at her Prayers. I will notblameher 
Endeavours, to adorn her Body, if it doth 
not take up the neceſlary time of Adorning 
the Afind, Why! doth not every thing 
ſtrive at PerfeQion 3 + and if 4t fails in one 
Attempt,try anoth:r ?- Do we not every day 
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Ext and Drink, tho*® we have try'd ir ſo 
often, and have found it Bt vis the 


Diſcaſe catl'd Fnger, for ſome time only? 


Is it a Sis, to render God's Workmanſhip 
beaxtiful, and try every Hethod of rt or 
Natare to effeR it? To leave the Dreſſes as. 
well as Company of the YV«lgar, andto lay: 
afide a Garment when it can diſtinguiſh us. 
no longer? Ladies wou'd keep to their 
Faſhions, if others wou'd keep from them: 
But the Inferior ſort break in upon fem: 

What hurt is it then to forſake the Roow 2 


If Awtherity will not keep up Decormm,. | 


but render all cowmes; yet let Ladics be 
more prudent and regxlar: And thot 
| hard-hearted Mankind wall noe afford their 
Honour a Proteftion; yet I hope the Wo- 
men. w:ll do themſelves Juſtice. 

The Sum of all is this--- God makes, and 
Apparel Shapes, &c.--Every Man and Fo- 
man is born in a poor Sqwali4 Condition, 
and Imperfect. in Form and figwre, till by 
Nutritton the Body has attain'd its due 
Proportion, Magnitude, and Beauty; and. 
even then it is ſo mean a F:g»re, that it 15 


not fit to be {een Naked, nor can it 4i/t3n- | 


.  gniſh the ſeveral Orders of Mankind, and 
therefore Natere has taught all Nations to 
conceal their Imperfections under Cloaths, 
and to Lfingnifh. one from another by 


them. And becauſe Beaxty is the Creatrre 


cf. Fancy, and that the ordinary ſort con- 
tinually &reak in. upon the diſtinguiſhing 
«>a Faſrons 
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Faſhions of the Nobility and Gentry”; The 
Form and Mode of Garments are forc'd to 
be changed as often as there is an occa- 
fon. 

And if there may be given a ſufficient 
reaſon, not only for the Adorning of our 
Bodys, but for the often changing the out- 
ward ode, or -Faſhion of its Ornaments, 


who can deny this to our Female Sex ; 
_ who ought ta keep up the Advantiag-s Na 


zare has beſtowed on us, over /Mex,in Soft- 
neſs, Sweetneſs and Beauty, Who are either 
Aarried or (I ſpeak only of the Sex in Ge- 
neral, and not of every particular omar, 
who may find reaſons to reſolve the Conra- 
#9) to be Aerried, and who deſervedly 

and upon our Zeaxties, as well as Alerits, 
or other Accompliſhments to Command Love 
and Reſpect, and preſerve it when obtair'd. 
Why therefore ſhou'd Enuions HMan,grudge 
us a little time to fit our ſeives for them ? 
Eſpecially ſeeing they themſelves are the 
Cauſes of 1t? 

But you may fay our Detractors are of 


both Sexes, and weare [ndited as Offenders, 


Not ſo much againſt the laws of Decorun 
as Religion: Indeed if this were ſo, *tis buc 
time to wx#dreſs and lay aſide for ever all. 
our Ornaments, and wear- nothing but 
Sackcloth, But this is a miſtake 3 Keirgi- 
0 doth not forbid it, nor will the Sox be, 
injur'd by the Ornamentrof the Body, its 
dear- Aſſociate ; And the objections are. . 
| founded --. 
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tounded upon Jenrance, Miſtake, arid S#-- 
per/tition, as will appear if we conſider 
ret. | 
1. We are accusd of Pride, but this 
common and popular Accsſation will fgni- 
fy nothing 'to thoſe that conſider what 
Pride is; That it is not any thing about- 
the Boay, but is reſident im the 1nd, and- 
cbnſifts in an over valaing a ans ſelf, or in 
thinking better of our ſelves then indeed we: 
aej-ve, or in boaſting of our Endowments, 
-a$ tho they were our own, and not derived: 
to ts from A-ove. And how can Cloath- 
47 and Adorning our Bodies (which is no- 
thing elſe bur covering and hiding the De- 
fefs of our Carcaſs) be any Indication of 
'the Pride of our minds? Indeed Cleaths 
ate nothirig elſe but a tacit confelſion of 
our Native Inperfections, and Ornaments 
{tem to confeſs that the Yody it ſelf wants 
'them --And what Foo! can be Proud of that 
wwmch ts not his own, but what he muſt be 
-Dzholden even to the Beaſts of the Feild 
for? "And if any Lady when ſhe has dreft 
up her lelf with the utmoſt care and Cor - 
eſity, can really think her -ſelf better then- 
{he was before in her Night Cl2aths, I mult 
ory ſhe has a mighty Fancy, but little Rea-: 
fon, aud t'cannot b-lieve that there is #9 of 
ont Sex & as*foohſh as we are) that can 
think fo. 
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ard upon us ; the firſt in the Old Tefta- p 


mert, the (econd in the New, 

That in the O14 Teftament is 1/a. 3. 17: 
and ſo forward ; -where- there 1s. an Anti- 
quated Inventory of the Womans Ornaments; 
Such as Interpreters know not well how 
to render in Exg/:/Þ,- and theſe are threar- 
ned to be :4ker off the Daughters of Zn; 


and they forc'd to ſubmit to their contraries.: 


But then theſe Ornaments are not there Cox-: 
dewn'd as Sinful in themſelves ; But . the: 


Sin conſiſted in their Pride, Pantonneſs, 
and Zeuxxry. VV, 16. They were hanghty and: 


45[dainful, andoverlookid their. Equals. Be- 
ſtdes, rhey had the Aſpect and/ Geftwre7 of 
Harlots - Their Wanto: Eyer, and their. 
Nice and Tripping Gate, Symptoms of the, 
ſenſuality of their minds ;. For theſe Crimes 
it was, that God threatens to Srr:/p fem of 
their Ornaments, by which it- wou'd \fol- 


low, that Ornaments are not a Crr/e but a: 


Bleſſins, and the being depriv'd of 'em,- a 
Puniſhment. | { 52 

The other Text is-1-Pet. 3.3. To which L 
willingly Subſcribe, that-the Principal Or- 
nament of a Yiriuous Chriſtian Wijeg.is not 
the outward ones of the Head-Trre; or Gold 
Chains, or putting on Apparel, but that of 
a Meek and Quie: Spirir, This 1s an Orna- 
ment indeed, and that which excels all Ex- 
rernal Ornaments, -and yet it is not'/cxclu- 
ſove of fem, unleſs you wou'd have the 
omar lay by not only her Go/d, but gg 
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with her Hair about her Ears, and uſe 8 
Apparel, And to conclude all on this Head, 
I dare Appeal to the moſRtS/overly and Afo- 
ro/> of either Sex, who rail at Priac and 
the Fe/bion, becauſe they cannot come u 
with ir; Whether Dreſſes, even the mol 
Richeft and moſt Cxriows are not Lewful ? 
When God himſelf is ſaid to be the Dreſſer, 
and to Adorn his adopted Daughter Jeru- 
falem, after the moſt exquiſite Faſhion of 
thoſe Times, Vide Ezchk. 16. 10, 11, 12. 
Whether Precious things were not made for 
our uſe ? And if ſo, why they may not be 
uſed 2 Whether a Clrifiie hath not as good 
a Title to the beit things as 9:hers > And 
laſtly, Whether we may not wear fem vun- 
der theſe conditions. or 
' 1. That we come by 'em Lawfally. 

2. That they are Suiteble to our Siate 
and Condition of Life. 
' 3. That we be not Fond or Prod of 
them, or «wr ea/onably think our ſelves the 
berter for *'em. And Laſtly, that we be 


willing to part with *em upon the Account 


of Neceſſity, Tuftice and Charity. I fay, 
if theſe conſiderations are duely weighed, 
I dare make our Enemies of either Sex, 
our Judges in this Afﬀair, and Stand to their 
own Arbitrament. 

And thus I have, I hope,with ſome clear- 
neſs, Vindicated the Lawfulneſ; of uling 


Ornaments, and of changing and following 
the Hfode, which fancy (to diftingui/h. the 


Ve- 
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ſeveral Degrees of Life, and Adorn al 
Firſt invents, and Cffome reconciles and 
renders decent : Give me leave now to add 
this poſitive Good of this ſuppos'd Fawry : 
For {urely none will deny-—That our Eng- 
liſh in conſtancy and change of Faſhions 
(how much Lightneſs and Vanity ſoever it. 
1s anon with) doth yet advance. ©; 
1. Ingenwty and Invention. | 
2. Idnftry, and that it 15 a great Ene- 
my to that which is the Vehicle of all Tewp- 
rations (T mean) 14/eneſ5, And then, 
: Trade, and keeps many Thouſands, 
which wou'd atherwite Srarve of Invade Or 
thers Callings, and ſo juſtle others out of 
a Loving, rg *©m. And. "I | 
Laſtly, arity, y inclining Tades to 
pive away their Cl2aths to their Airendan 
y reaſon of the change of the Hodge, Ang | 
theſe convey *'er to their Inferiors, and { 
they go through ſeveral hands before they 
be wor» out. And ſo tho we have loſt the 
Old Hoſpitality of the Kage Nation, a 
Hoaſe-kheeping is Retrench'a, yet there is 
a Communication of Cloths, which can bt 
attributed to nothing bur this dares” of. 
the Faſhion, So rent a £eod proceeds from 
this ſ/uppos*d Evil. | | 
I ſhou'd now deſcend to our particnlar- 
Dreſſes, and thoſe of the Head: eſpecially, 
the Suljef of ſo.much Wit, Airthand Rei 
lery, for their exceſſive heighrs and $7. 
: 
A b 


extravagant Circumſtances ; Againſt th 
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all ſorts of. People have level'd their- Largh 
ter and Tnaignation, and yet they have kepr 
their 5?ation in ſpight of fem xl ;. ſo that 
they ſeem. to have the Fate and deſerve the 
Alto of the ph: ou : Þ Sada 
epreſſa reſurgo, _ | 

The more they are rail at, the more 

they” /fick to the Forehead, and grow 


the higher ; a ſure Indication. it laft that 


_ our Sex can be ſometimes coritast. I ſhall 
upon. the former Grounds aflert of em, 
that they have no neceſlary Immoral Conſe- 
quences; and therefore are in themſelves in. 
different ; and if they. have /5jted up the 
ops of the Coaches and Chariots, they have 
put” many to work, and fo preſerv'd Lives, 
and caus'd Money to Circulate, If theſe 
are hi h, $is becauſe every one wou'd at 
leaſt leem Proper andTall, and what hurt is 
in that? And as 14nitroxs as they are re- 
preſented, yet Cuftomre' has reconcil'd fem, 
and ;made em handſome, and a Womin 
witfout herToppings is now a very odd Crea- 
tare. I ſhall only add this-of them (n.) 
That a Head onte areft 8 ſoon on and off; 
and -{o. doth not take 'up fo much ime as 
formerly, and fo Ladiet Vive ſo much rhe 
more Yeifure to ſerve God and. do Good to 
the Pablick. (2.) . That many thouſands 
get an Honeſt. Livelihood by fem---But I 
perceive It have .exceeded all Meaſure in 
this, Letter, and beſtowed 'too many words 
on4 mMatrer 'of ſo little concern, Tr oo pe 
- s PII 2 BB Ie. 
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ly in obedience to your InjunRion 3 for I 
am your very 


Azg. 19. Oſequious, tho unknown 
1696, | 


Anonyma.| "A 


— — — —_ = 


Anſwer to Letter III. 


By.Sir T HO M AS-—: 


_— 


Being a Reply to ANONY- 
MA'S Eflay, in Defence.of- 

Dreſtes and Topknots, vc 

In a Letter to Madam Godfrey, the 
Firſt Challenger, ana Terſon in- 
gaged in this Controverſy. 


- * muſt needs complain of you tor mak- 
ing War in an #»lawful manner, not only: 
vringing more Seconds then I can well deal 
with, 


NAY Madam, this 1s not jair Playand T 


| The- » Pay 


with, when we were - to . meet ſingle hand, 
- but attacking me in my own Cxarters, | " 
before I had put my ſelf in a Poſture of 
Defence; whereas I expe&ed you'd have 
been all purely on the Defen/rve, as became 
your Sexes Modeſty. ] | 
Nay, aud Learned Ladses too, for I find 
your Friend has a Touch of Latin (for 
"which 1']] not forget her in due time and | - 
place) and yet on {ſo very Grave ſhe is, | | 
that I'm affraid ſhe won't let me Laugh | + 
without making her Aagry, But if ſhe | 
be, I muſt en rake it p«tienth, a fort of | 
ſelf denyal with which our poor ſuffering 
Sex is but too well acquainted, when we 
have any concern with yours. And I have 
this comfort, if I am fo Fortwnate as to. 
Diſarm this notable Champion, who I (ee is 
| c'd from your win Body,like a ſort of 
a\ingle for /orn hope to try my firength at the 
beginning, I ſhall have the fairer probabili- 
ty of prevailing with greater caſe, over the 
reſt of your Diſhearten'd Army. Pray 
ſtand yos afide a while, and let us two alone 


together. 
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To the moft Ingenions Anonyma, 
Author of the Eſſay in defence of 
Dreſles, &c. 


'F' Was really great pity Madam, to 
take you off from your Merapbifiead 
Speculations, and to debaſe your ſoaring _ 
mind to ſo mean a ſubjelF as you are now 
engag*d in, You deſerve I ſce a better 
cauſe, you have fo well defended an 17 one, 
I know not whether ſo I»genionſly as Witte 
ly, for I'm apt to believe your mind and 
your Pex hardly. went together. Howe- 
ver, we mult joys iſ[ae upon the matter, 
and. I muſt a:k your Pardon, if I take the- 
boldneſs to wnravel your involuntary or 
willful »iftekes, and-- confuteall your ap- 
pearances of Reaſow, Which yet on better 
thoughts I know not whether there's. (o 


- much #eed of, becaule I find we axxeo very. 
| and. 


well in- the beginning-of your x and 
may Travel for ſome time quietly enough 
together, (tho I doubt our way mult ſoon- 
art.) You own © your Sexes preſent Fa- 
* ſhions are extravagant ; you own the ' 
* height of their Toppings is unreaſonable, 
and have made a ſharp and juſt obſervation, 
* That they yet ſeem ſo wnited to theſe ex- 
* Irauagant and theſe unreaſonable Cuſtoms, 
* that tir not in the Power of Reaſon, or 
* Ridicule to part: 'ew, Why ſhou'd you 
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and I quarrel, or diipute. any further, 
when we ate both ſo exatly of the ſame 
mind ? 

But alas, tis not long that you continue 
in this [mgenuons Temper : The prejua-ges of 
your Sex 'joon ,turn your mind, and ac- 
cordingly would all your thoughts 'n defence 
of what . you juſt before {o highly diſap- 
prov'd and fo juſtly condemin'd. And .you 
begin with what's infrnuating enough, - that 
This is only the Language of the Vulgar, ayd 
that the reacſt of both. Sexes; but that the 
Irveleſt: and beftl-bred part of the Wirld 
approve theſe things by their uſing 'em,” 

But I muſt ask leave Madam to remind 
you 1n the frit place, that we-are not now. 
enquiring ' what . ove or t'other does, but 
what's fitting and reaſonable to be done ? 
And bel1des,that *tis not impoſſible that the 

Any ſhou'd be in the rigzt, nay, "tis plain 
they ſometimes are ſo, and tholte. who call 
themſelves better bred, becauſe they eat bet- 
ter and dreſs finer, are very widely miſtaben: 
But fuppoling Perſons of /enxce and breeatay, 
which. yet you'll not affirm are "always to 
be mea'ar'd by the Dimentions of the Top- 
inet, ſhou'd be allo guilty of theſe Extra- 
vagancier, can thit ever the more change 
their Natwres, 'or make fem © agreeable ro, 
Decency and Reaſon ? Nay, does 1t lo much 
as ſhow their payooe and full approbation 
of *'em2all I think that we can tairly con- 
clude from it, is,that they make uſe of _ 
an 


The Female rar. 45 


and are really Rigicalous to prevent their be- 
ing thought ſo. Nothing in ſhort is plainer 
then that in ſuch- Inſtances as theſe, they 
are meerly borne down by the Tyranny of 
caftom, and en give themſelves up to the 
ſtream becauſe *twou'd be folly to ffrive a- 
gainſt it, when they are yet certain of be- 
ing hwrry'd away by its :mpetwoſity, ! 

That none, bur a parcel of Ballad-fingers 
and Gruvftreet- Authers, have ever yer writ 
againſt fem, there may be alled2'd two ve- 
ry good reaſons ; the frit, becaule *ris ſuch 
a Gontemptible ſubject, that a Man of ſence 
wou'd no more draw his Pex. at it, then a 
Man of Courage wou'd his Sword againſt a 
little ye/ping Car, that made a noiſe at him 
as he paſs*d the ffreets, The ſecond, that 
as you your ielf own, your Jex 2s Incorri- 
gible, aud why ſhoud any attempt to waſh 
the Blackamoor wite ? 

But why then do Inow take up the Cxd- 
gels ? Becauſe Madam, you have made 
tuch a caxſe as was before deplorable, almoſt 
formidable agen by your e/poxſrag 1t, and 
becaule your [ngentons Soolitrs if it remain 
unditcover'd, will I fear, harden your Sex 
yer further in their O&ſtinacy and Folly, 

And now, to examine your moſt elabo- 
rare Oratior., or Sermon, 1 {carce know 
which co call it, wherein I ſhall, as C:vulity 
02:12es me, wait on your Ladyſhip in your 
own method, from the Doctrine to the Ap- 
plication, 

You 
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You aſſerc Madam in the firſt place, ve- 
ry vioriouily, that Dreſs in General rs nei- 
ther Sin nor Folly, and ſhame and rags on 
thole that ever think it is. Nor therefore 
will your ſeconi Propoſition bedeny'd, 
that it has advantages init, and ſome real 
poſitive Good, 

But not a ſtep further, for when you ' 
come to apply this to the preſent Topprngs 
Headeeer, we muſt have a ſore TR 
gle before you carry me with you. 

Nor muſt you take it amiſs that I deny 
eves Principles, at leatt the firſt ailertt- 
on whereon you beſtow that Name, for we 
now Live in an Age, that very unwillingly 
takes up with any Authority but that of 
Reaſon. | 

You fay, there's nothing agly or beautiful 
in it ſelf, but with reſpect to the ordinary 
Rules and cuſtoms of Nations : Here Ma- 
dam, in the firſt place you ſeen; not to ar- 


- gue clearly, but ta cortound Decency and 


Beanty, and Deformity, which ſeem tg be 
widely different, at leaii I'm ſure ws torm 
Netsens {ufficiently arffi1cr about fem. A 
Woman may go very &rceitly habited who 
yet is naturally very defrrmd, and one of 
the moſt beax'iful of your rainous ſex, 


muſt be #aazcextly dreſt in your aerial Top- 
 PIngs, 


- But ſuppoſing you only intend to argue 
from Bearty ro Decency, and fo on the 


contrary, your Foundation is yet weak and 
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deceitful, For I think, all are agreed that 
Beauty 1s ſomething more then Fancy ; 1 
know the objeRion, from the Blacks, but 
how can the particular. odd opinio# of one 
{mall part of the World, and that the moſt 
Barbaroxs, any way affe&, or influence the 
General Judgment of mankzrd, any more 
then we ought to think, eating oe another, 


15 not contrary to the Law of Nature; be- 


caule ſome of thoſe Savage Nations con- 
ſtantly praRice it, or that there's no ſuch 
thing in Nature as modeſty, becauſe the 


We ought therefore to conclude even of 
Complexion, which I confeſs, is but the leaſt 
part of Beaxty, that there's ſomething inft 
more then Fancy and Opmion, becaule the 
Blacks are only a fort of Afonflers in Nature, 
at leaſt Deviations from it, fincenone fup- 
poſe the firſt fan and Poman were Creat- 
ed in that manner, be 

But even among them there's Proportion, 
and good' Featnrer, which is agreed on by 
all Civiliz'd mankind, who ſure 'are the 
moſt proper Judges, as (thoſe who ſee : re 
of Colexrs,) to be the beſt and moſt laſting 
part of Beazry; and you'll never perſwade 
an equal Judge, thar a Carnoxs Noſe, thick 
Blabber Lips, and a horrid erael, diſtorted 
Face, 15 in 1t (elf fo agreeable as theirs, who 
are otherwiſe And *tis as clear on the 0- 
ther ſide,that there is a juſt Pr;portion, which 
1s p/c4irrg to all that are net PEJOgue' by 


Education, or the cuſtoms of their Coun- 
try, and would be thought ſo at firſt ſight, 
even by a perſon bred in a Deſart. 


I've infifſted the longer on this, becauſe 


of the Parallel you either make or infinuate 
between Decency and Beauty, and indeed 
they are near a-kin, tho I think not the 
ſame, for Beauty may be call d, if you will, 
the Decency of the Body, and Decency the 
Beauty of the attire. 


Tolet paſs your ſma!l miſtake in Phylo-F 
ſophy, that Form ss Colour, whereas Fi-' 


gare with Coloxr ſeems its more proper 4e- 


finition, I muſt yet agree with you, that nos: 
thing is Originally and wages Ugly, any 
y 


more then Simply or. Originally Evil ; but 
yet nonecan doubt but there are Dewviati- 
es from fair as well as good, and what is (o, 
muſt be #g1y,and that Independently to any 
Mans fancy or opinion ; tho not withouta 
reſpect to thoſe Rales and juit Proportions 
from which it err. 

And I turther am willing to grant, That 


particular living depends on particular FAnCcy, 


and unaccountable $\mpathy, Whence *tis, 
that perlons differ 10 1uch in their Judg- 
ments of theſe matters, ant or.e may Love 
one ſort of Beaxty, another it may be the 
quire contrary, Dur None Cz ever UOar ON 


Deformity. . No Man ure, in. 11s 1121t felt» 
ces, ever thought tata ow, Eliot, {.ony- 
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then they wou'd commend ſuch a one for 
Neatneſs, when they ſtunt alive, But if 
there ſhou'd happen to be ſome Caliban in 
Nature, an equil Match for ſuch aSicora, 
. what need any envy his Chorce,or cou'd he 
r{lwade any ſhe was areal Beanty, becauſe 
he thought ſo ; any more then Brimſtone, or 
Aſſafetida can be laid to be a good /mell,be- 


cauie ſome perſons Love it more thanRoſes. 
, For a reaſons neither can I be. in- 
duc'd to believe, that the Decency or De- 
formity of Dreſs depends on cuſtom only, and 
are 0n2 or t'other as that preſcribes, aecord- 
ing to your aſſertion: Becauſe there is cer- 
tainly a Natwral Decency, nhich no cuſtom 
can ever alter, Tis true, this is not eaſy 
to find, but I think the neareſt we can go 
to the Law of Natare, is by ſearching inta 
the Law of Nations, or the generally re- 
ceivid caftoms and aſages of all the Civi- 
izd part of mankind, which will iway very 
much with a modeſt Man, it they are nor, 
(as I tiunk they never are) evidently con- 
trary to clear and undoubted Reaſun ; And 
| the beſt way Iegrant, to find out what Dreſs 
1s Reaſonable, is to conſider the ends of Ap- 
parel, which you think, Are only three, to 
defend from Heat and Cold, to dijtinzziſh 
Sexes and Degrees, and laſtly for Ornament. 
ls And *cwere well if thoſe exas were well 
oblery'd, by the prelent Age, which whe- 
ther they are, or no, ws may by and by 
| have ccciclion to enquire, However, [ 
mult 


muſt remind you Madam, of one End of 
Cloathing beſides all theſe, which I'm ſorry 
you have forgotten, tho ftis an caly thing for 
your Sex. to do it, and that 1s the v 

end, for which Adam and Eve firſt Bo, 


ſuch #.hard ſhift, when they ſon*d Fig-leave: 
rogether and made themſelves Aprons ; Tisa 


Confeſſion of our Gmilt as well as wart, and 
certainly ſomething is ſtill due to /Sawe and 
modeſty, and the Siameſe Garments which 
are open before, and thoſe in ſome parts 0 
Africa, which cover o little of the Body, 
don't Anſwer that end, let their c«/tomss be 
what they will, and therefore *tis not al 
cuſtome, and whatever Drels offends any 
ways againſt it, whatever Marion *ris in 
{uch aCuſtom could never defend it,--nay, 
nor ſo much as any thing that's extreamly 
inconvenient to your Sex, vaſtly extravs; 


gant, and evidently contrary to right Reat 


ſon. Bur againſt h»w many of theſe Rules 

thoſe Ornaments offend, nhich your Sex ha 
made nſe of in your own memory * Did thoſe 
Gowns keep you warm, which left your B 
ſoms (o far Naked, that *tis ſcarce hanaſ+ 

ro think on't ? And cou'd cuſron ever mak 
this a modeſt Dreſs, any more then frwouf 
be fo, for the omar to wear the 71:5 Ap 
parel, an Old Cere nony of the Pagan Wor 
ſh'p, invented for no good Reaſon, whici 
yer 1s {o common amonz the French 
with whom Piſtols, Hat and Feather, at 


I 


no more intallible S$izns of virility the 
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riding aſtride, and which began to be as 
\much in Fa/#:9» among their Adimics of thee 
fide the Water,---and yet, that laft, you muſt 


own ne Cu/tow cax legitimate, becauſe 
againſt one great End of Apparel, the Di- 
vcrion of Sexes, by your own ( 100, 
as well as againſt a»other which you never 
thiught of, whereof I've bin juſt;now di/- 
conrſing,---and yet this Habit chiefly 

uſe of by Perfimref «ality, to diſtinguiſh 
them from thoſe of the Y=/gar, whole 
Imitatio® they think ſo very diſgraceful. 
And will not the Matter of the Apparel 
ſerve for ſufficient Diſtinction > The Rich- 
neſs and the Gravity of theFancy, — whereby 
trae Quality is fo eafily diftinguiſh'd from 
thoſe who vainly affe&t to appear like it 2 
Whence your firſt Alumption will do yo# but 
lirele Service ; That ever; Creature is bound 


| to ſet themſelves off as well as they can,and 


tomake God's Work appear more Illuftrious 
and Worthy of him - —But alas, Adadams, 
can you flatter your ſelf, you're more like 
him, when you have a new Gown on, than 
if you were dreſt all in Hair-cloth, or 
Sack-cloth. Dreſs your Mind, and a little 
Care will do about the Body. Take Care 
to be Decent, and that's ſufficient, and 
the leſs follicitous you are, perhaps the 
better, atout Matters of this Nature. 
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' Temper, to be always thus new-fargled; 
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You lay, rhe particular way of Adorning 


exr ſelves has no Standard, - nor is it fixd by 


any Law-—-- and we may change as often ai 
2e pleaſe,---- But was it not better, when 


we kept to our o/d Cuftoms, without any}. 


Law oblige us, as do moit Nations in 
the Wotld, beſides the French and we ?--- 
and what have we got by changing our 
Faſhions for theirs, but the Danger of 


changing Government too, together with| 
- them? | 


And isit any fign of a ffay'd and wiſe 


to throw away to day what we boxeglt 
9efterday, tho* the Adoney might have bin 
infinitely better employ'd, in the Relief 
of the Poor and Miſerable, or in cloath- 
ing it may be half a {core poor Creatures, 
now half naked, with the unconſcionable 
Serpentine :--- Train of one of your Gowns ; 
which after all, before you've worn it long 
enough to be well firtedt'ye,muſt irfs likely 
augment your Chambermaids i! 'ardrobe, 
and you are looking abroad tor another. 
And this /Z.athly Agorning, this Compleat- 


ing your ſelves, as you call it, mutt be int. 


good time, the ** End of HUMANE 
NATURE. Pray ſpeak for your ſelves, 


and your own Sex, and involve not 
Mankind 1n io r:dicalus a Filly, 

You ſay, © Every cc won'd improve their 
« Boaies, if they knew bow; but the Rich and 


* Great are thoſe that contrive thoſe 0:tward 
| 4 
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| © Embelliſhments.----Upon their Shop-boards 


you mean Madam, or in their Exchanges :---- 
For that the Taylors invent ſo many thou- 
ſand Faſhions at home, or brought em 
over from France, in former Reigns, who 


' ſent us their o/d Faſhions tor our. old Shooes, 


But then theſe Perſoxs of Luality.change 
theſe Faſhions agen, when they find they 
have miſt their Emd in fem, that 1s, 


is, I ſuppoſe, beyond wo Leaf 


 Embelliſhmen® and Perfection. And did 


they never yet change for the worſe? and 
1s. there not certainly a more or le(s be- 
coming Dreſs, abſtracted from all Fa/h:- 
ons ?--- 'And what Folly 1s't for me to 
change what beſt becomes me, or accord- 
ing to you, Madam, 1s moit conducive 
to the Perfe&tion of my Natwre; for no- 
thing but meer Novelty, without any man- © 
ner of Reaſon ? | 

But you have a Pretence for that to9.--- 
When a Dreſs is once prophan'd, by being 
worn by Vile and Ordinary Perſons, it has 
boft its Diſtinguiſhing & Adorning 2 wality, and 
#, you ſay, immediately diſcarded, and a new 
one to be invented, that may better anſwer 


thoſe Ends,--- Bur, methinks, that's not 


ſo very civil neither, when you are imi- 
tated by others, purely out of a Veneration 
for your bright Example, and profound 
Judgment ( in laying the Skirt of a Gown ) 
as ſoon as they are got into your Co/oxrs, 
on purpoſe to us 4 highly they re- 


3 ſpect 
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ſpect and honowr you, for you immediately 
to throw *em away, and malicioully-leave 
that Faſhion for no other reaſon. 

But for once, let's take what you tay 
for a juſt occaſion of doing ſo, When the 
Mob apes Quality, the end of Diftiuction is 
loft ; the ola Dreſs muft be abdicated, and 
your Brains rackt for a n:w one. Well, ] 
defire no fairer a Conce/jion; for I'm ſure 
it muſt from hence inevitably follow, that 
down go all year Toppirgs the next moment; 
for if you ſay they are not now grown 
common, ſhow me ene K#tchiug-wench, at 
leaſt on Swndays, when her Pals off, that 
ever appears without *em. 

Ner can you deny, that the antrent At 


thod cf keeping in ove Fa(hi0n was much |- 


the better way of Diſtinction, than yorrs, 
of altering every mement, becauſe while 
that laſted, *twas eaſie for the Law to pro- 
portion every one's Dreſs ta their Qual: 
ty, and as eafie to know fem by it; but 
now. aceording to your own Conceſſions, 
the Y#'gar is. continually apeing you ; you 
change petpetually, meerly out of ſpite, 
and they will ſtill follow you cloſe at 
the Heels, and put you to an eraleſ7 
Labonr. 

Befides, you ſeem to place the asfFinction 
of Quality in what is at beſt bur very pre-, 
eariors : Is it only in the frequency of chany- 
ing? Then the Eaftern Nations mfinitely 
outdo all the Gallarty of Exrope, a great 
part. 


A ——. o———_ 


| 


= 
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Changes of Rayment. Nay, even the ber- 
bares Americans had this part of Magn- 
ficence when Cortez came among *'em, 


* which perhaps may give ' us ſome faint 


Light into their Or:ginal. 

Nor is the Alteration of the Fa/Þion any 
better aiff:nct5ow than that of the Ve#F; for 
a-poor Change Girl may turn her tawary 
Mantxa, and 41ter the Faſhion on't as of- 
ten as any Lady of the greateſt Pnality : 
And fuppoſe one of the beſt note, and whoſe 
Farcy was moſt follow'd, ſhou'd invent 
and practice any thing, monffrous or nnde- 
cent ; as for inſtance, to mount her Top- 
ings two or three Taras 3n height, or t» 
|. Trar, long enough to ſweep a Streer. 


| (they make nothing of a whole Room already) 


wou'd this be ever the leſs wndecent or 
extravagant? But you recwaryr to your firſt 
Refuge,--- your Scepticiſm in Manners--- 
* That there's nothing in ut ſe!f nggly or hand- 
* ſome, and Cuſtom reconciles every thing, 
* and 5s the Rule of Decency, Whence it 
follows, that the Gentlemen and Ladier of 
tne Cape, with their delicate Bracelets of 
ſinking Guts, and rich Zeckets of corrupted 
raw Fleſh, are as decently drels'd as any 
Perſon of. Quality in Chriſtendom. 

As for the Advantages you talk of, over 
Men, in Softneſs, Sweetneſs, and Beanty, 
I can't tell what you may have in the two 
{atter, nor.am I much concern'd, bur ]'11 


ws <P % "= % 


The Female ydar. 55 
| part of whoſe Treaſures confiſt in Vp and | 
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own as freely as you can «fſert it, that you 
have it in the forgzer, tho* in a Sernce it 
may be ſomewhat wide from that, where- 
in you wnderſtand it. 

But it ſeems, your Notion of Bearty, as 
well as Decency, depends upon the com- 
mon Cuſtom ; for you can't be ſo much 
as handſome, without Top-Gallants, in your 
own Opinion ; tho* you may have heard 
of ſome 1aates in as polite a Court as any 
in Exrepe, who {till continue to areſs in 
theit Hair, in ſpite of the Faſhion, and 
yet appear as trizmphantly as any. And 
ye cant but own that this is generally a 
more becoming Dreſs, (as *tis more natural 
and /imple ) than any other. 

For your Texts, Madam, I think we had 
een better leave 'em to the Doctor of your 
Pariſh, fince I find you make but ind;ferem 
. Work with *em, and I'm afraid I ſhow'd 
make worſe. 

F confeſs I always thought, Driwvinty and 
Tophnors had but little to do with one ane- 
ther, and that *twas ſcarce decent to intereſt 
any thing ſo grave in ſo frivolous a Matter, 
I ſhall theretore leave you in full poſſeſon 
of *em, and only admire at the Happineſs, 
a Woman of learning, I (ee enjoys above 
all of her Sex or ours, that ſhe converſes 
with none ſuch as are vai” enough to be 
pleaſed with fine Cloaths, ot think better of 
themſelves, when dreſs'd with the «tmoſt 
Cmrio/ity, ( tho* that, as ſhe' has, wy oy 
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PERFECTION of HUMANE N4@A 
TURE, ) than when 465d up in their 
Ni#ht-cloaths, when they expect no Spect.- 
tors nor Admwirers. 

And here will come in very fitly your 
three Conditions, which make it lawful ; you 
think to wear the fineſt Cloaths you can 
cet: Firſt, that they be honeſtly come by, 
which I confeſs is prudently enough pur 
in ; becauſe /ifring *em out of a Shop, with- 
out paying for fem, is ſomething dengeroxs, 
as well as ſcandalons. The ſecond, that 
they be ſuitable to owr Condition; that is, 
according to your Rules, frequently change, 
if of Quality; and if lower, Imitations of 
thole Changer, Thirdly, That your Sex 
been't proud of *em, nor fooliſhly think them- 


| ſelves the better for tm,--which you have al- 


ready {atishied us they never do. And 

. laſtly, that they be willing to part with *ems 
on the account of Neceſſity, Fuſtice or Chari- 
t9:-- Which when they are, I dare promiſe 
em, others in their room,more Magnificent 
than were ever worn by an Empreſs ; 
eſpecially, when their Charity4s fo 7 4. 
bundant, to give away one of their. Favou- 
rite Dreſles, or to part with fem, or deny 
themſelves of fem, to Relieve the Pooreſt 
and moſt Miſerable Creature in Nature. 

'” Tf you know anv ſuch, you'd do your 
Sex a great Kindneſs, to initance in 'em. I 
defire but Twenty in Twenty Years,. and 
give you all England to find *em.. 

D 5: But 
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But you yet plead that your Inconſlan- 


cy, and Change of Faſhions, cncouraxes 
Ingenuity and [nduffry, and Trade, and all 


that's Good. A home Argument, it muſt 


be own'd, for it abundantly laps over, as 
will plainly appear by the Conſequence ; 
for if whatever encourag dany Art orTrade 
were defenfible for that Reaſon, it muff 
be granted, that Quarrels and Injuitice it 
telt are very defenfible, becauſe without 
them the Lawyer cou'd not get his Liy- 
Ing. That Debauchery, Intemperance, 
Lewdneſs, are very pretty Qualihcations, 
becauſe the poor Vintners, and Phyfitians 
and Surgeons (- to go no further ) get ve- 

comfortable Livelihoods on theſe Occa- 


wns, and it's likely, wou'd ſtarve with: | 


out 'em. 

But above all, who wou'd not admire 
at your Ladyſhip, for bearing us in Hand, 
Thar a great deal of gcod Charity comes 
from this Variety of Dreſſes, becaule the 
L aates give away their Cloaths to their Ar- 
tendants, A (uperabundant piece of Bene- 


ficence, to beſtow an oid Gown on an| 


old Chamber-Maid | And is this to ballance 
the loſs of our ancient Engli/b Heſpitality, 
which you own is ſo much decay'd, and 
that it owes its Ruin in a great part to the, 
Extravagance of your Sex, you hardly 
yourſelf ingenuoully deny,{ince this draws 
all the ;es to Town, and you, their 


Husbands, letting the Seats of their _ 
ors 


NS I. 


ſhou'd have the new Faſhions a Fortnight 
roo late, if you went not up to meet” 
*em. 

And beſides, this wonderful Charity of 
you Ladies, in beſtowing, your Ward- 
robes. thus plentifally on your Inferjors, 
which by the way your Husband 1s ſure 
to pay for, and making, as you call it, 4 Cir- 
eulatron of Cloaths, unluckily deſtroys one 
of the other Ezas, already mention'd, and 
that is, encouraging Trade and Induſtry : 
For the more of your old .Cloaths there 
are in Long-Lare, the fewer new ones muſt 
conſequently. be made. No, Madam, the 
true way to be charitable: indeed to thoſe 
poor Tradeſmen, were to deal with your 
Cloaths,as they ſay the Dntch do with their 
Cimamon, and other Spices; when they. 
have a great Harveſt of fem in the Eafters 
Conmreys, make a huge Bontire of a great-- 
part of fem, which effeually prevents a. 
Glut in Exrope, and gets fem a better 


Trade for the Remainder, 


And now for the Strenuous Defence of 
your Aonumental Head-Dreſſes, both in 
Exgliſh and Latin, which: it ſeems muſt: 
not be Condemn'd, tho* you fairly own 
they have ſeeded to that Extravagant 
Heighth, that we are forc'd to alter our 
Coaches and Honſes, to make you room 
(as theTrojans pull'd down their own Walls 
to give the fatal Horſe Admittance, —Bur. 
ONCE. 
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ftors drop -to the Ground, for fear you - 
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once more,theſeveryAlterations employ ma- 
ny poor People, and keep fem from ttarv- 
mg.— An extraordinary Advantage, juſt 
as a Bullies breaking Windows, makes 
Work for the Glazier, tho*the Landlord 
will hardly thank him. 


* But they wear fem ſo high, becauſe | 


hs they would ſeem proper, and 1s there 
* any hurt in that? — Nay, I confeſs 
there's only Pride and Diſcontent, and a 
little aukard Hypocriſie in't, as well as 
open Folly ; for the Wench that dances up- 
on Stilts, or Jack-Pudding, that ſtalks with 
'em from one Booth to another, may more 
properly be therefore accounted Tall, than 
one, who wears high Teoppings for that 
Reaſon. Beſides, that's only an Excuſe 
for the Short ; but what's this to thoſe who 
are already high enough, and. by this Ad- 
dition are made a atch for a Garagantua, 

The moſt plauſible thing that you can 
urge for fem, 1s towards the Cloſe, that 
They lave time, which your Sex improve 
| to better Uſes. This I confeſs 1s a good 


| Defence, if *twere but a true one: For ' 


Is t not evident, that your Sexes rime lies 
dead upon your Hands, and you know nor 
what todo with tr; and if you are Doing 
nothing, youll ſoon be doing Miſchief ; 
and on the other fide, imploying your 
ſelves in what you are capable of, Drelling 
and Tritling, 1s at leaſt a more Tolerable 
fort. of Idleneſs.. 

I had. 
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I had like to have overſlipt one thing 
before we. part, which well deſerves No- 
tice. You ſay that the Obſtinacy of your 
Sex in this ſort of Dreſs is a ſign, That 
you can once be conſtant. I muſt grant 
it is ſo, but then pray anſwer me when 
you ever were ſo before, unleſs when in the 
wrong ?— And if theſe odd, inconvenient, 
unbecoming , fantaſtical Findmill-Heaasr, 
are not ſufficient Evidence, that youre fo 
in the preſent Caſe ; then I'll ſay no more, 
but that 1 am 


Tour Miftaken Humble Servant, 
THOMAS—— 


— 
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LETTER IV. 


T hat Bluſhing's no Sign of 
| Modeſty | 


By Hr. SANDFORD. 


A Mong all the Tin&ures and Paints that 
the Pride of jour Sex ever invented, 


none {o cunning as that of Tn — 1 
Ne - 


62 @The Female Mar. 
know. you'd have it thought Natural, but 
I'm ſatisfied ftis no more ſo, than *tis a 
fign of Grace or Modefty, You are grown. 
excellent Proficients in the Arts of Dif- | 
ſembling. 

You are Mowſcrs almoſt as ſoon as you 
can creep abroad, and play with you Fans. 
You learn to Bluſh, as you do to Weep 
and Feign, without any Teacher,— a Dil- 
poiition ris in you, that may indeed be 
much improv'a by Ft and Pr actice,and one 
wou'd not think what vaſt Progreſs you'll 
make in a few Years. Formerly m the al- 
moſt forgotten days of Virtze and [nn0- 
cence, to have a good Hand at Bluſhing, 
went as far to the marrying a young Girl 
as a good Portion, It lookt like a Red } 
Flag of Defiance, hung out, which makes 
a Man of Courage more eager for the Os- | 
ſet. It appear'd wholſome at once, and 
pleaſing ;—*twas ſo like an Apple next the 
San, or a fine Streaky Katherine Pear, that 
every Bod\'s Mouth water'd at it. It 
look'd like a lovely San ſhiny Evening, 
or any of the fine things, to which an A- 
morons Poet compares his J£:/treſs. 

But thoſeDays are gon--We are now come 
to' an Age of much more frnful Kuowleage.. 
Tonr Sex, even yours, 1s improv'd in Decert, 
and ours in Caxtion, And when we ſcea | * 
young Thing hanging down her Head, 
and her Face cover'd with Bl«/hes, how 


are we xcharitable when we think ho 
| ome-. 
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ſome reaſon for't? You- were therefore 
as good leave this Trick; which, like 
all others, now *ris found out, can be no 
longer uſeful, and which has not the leaſt 
Shadow of Reaſon to be ſo highly eſteem'd, 
both by your Sex, and ours, as it has bin 
formeriy. For when you Blxſh, either you 
have done ſomewhat, for which you ought 
to be aſhamfd, or you have not: If the 


latter, as you ſay,it often happens, why dfye 


Bluſh at all 2 If the former, how come 
you {o ill Diſſemblers, to confefs it,— and 
what are you the better tor't > or what 
Satisfaction is*t foran 1 Acrion? Or if for 
ſome little innocent Miſtake, or Misfor- 
tune, you have ſtill leſs Reaſon. 

A modeſt Afſwrance is after all, the beſt 
Token of Iznocence 3 but as for Bluſhing 
the Players themſelves can do it ; and. 
thoſe who have yet a leſs honeſt Name, in 
the greateſt Perfe&ion. 


Theophilus Sandford... 
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Anſwer to Letter IV. 


on a a ET ob. A 


By Madam PRESTWOOD. 


OU were beſt blame Natzre, who has 
boch given us Faces, ſuch as they are, 
and Blood, to ariſe in fem, and Ferns to con- 
vey it thither; a- in other Springs and 
Founcains, which ſhe. ſends up from 
her inexhauſted Store, and yet you will 
hardly compiain of her for refreſhing the 
World. I contels I know not what to 
make ot Blu/hing, but yet I wou'd not be 
withour it; for *tis, I think, a handſome 
filent Reproof tfye, when your Sex ſpeaks 
ſuch rh:igs as are not fit forours to hear ; 
and. if we bl«/þ for you, who have forgot 
to dot for your ſelves, ſure you ought not 
to be {o highly diſpleated ar tt. 

Tis well you own that Bluſhing was once 
reckon*d. a good Sign, in the Days, you ſay, 
of Virtu? and Innocence, - and (twill be hard 
for you to ſhow a Reaſon why it ſhou'd 
now be dilus'd, unlei> becauſe your Sex 
has drive;: thoie her rwo Companions out 
of the Worid. 

A Bluſh is the Daughter of Modeſty, and * 
no wonder you ate fo ready to quarrel with 
her, when you have ſo long tince proclaim'd 
epen War againſt the Afther, What 

1s. 
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is *'more ingenuous than this Emotion 
in the Young and Innocent, and who is 
there that's not pleaſed to ſee it ? 

fTis a fort of a Natural Virtwe, and an 
Indication how good we ſhouldall be,wou'd 
but you let us alone. Shamefacedneſs 1s 
the firſt 'and laſt Guard of [wocence, which 
well may be ſuppoſed to bleed:at the ſight 
of her Murtherers, 

Sometimes you pretend there's nothing 
in't commendable, becauſe *tis not volun- 
tary, but that's eaſily. anſwer'd, for that the 
Habit of Modeſty, whence it ffows, may be 
ealily loſt, your Sex can furniſh us withrnu- 
merous Examples. 

But he muſt be very much in Lovewith 
Paradoxes, who ſhall pretend to prove 
that the A& of Bluſhing is in our own 
power, ſo that any one can Blaſs when 
they pleaſe, which you may perſwade the 
Wor:d is true, when you can but ſo much 
as ſneeze in that manner, without uſing 
any thing to provoke it. 

You ſay many Bl«ſh, who have no 24- 
deſty, I can't vell that, but am rather in- 
clin'd to believe they have ſtill ſome Sparks . 
on't left, and much —_——— thole that 
ſpeak againſt it, whereifi they contradi& 
the Sentiments of all places, and all Ages, 
, 3S well as common Experience, Senſe and- 


Realon. 
Judith Pre$iwood. 
LET- 
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LES TER V. 
Again# Vizard Maſques. 


Wn — 


— 
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On _———————_— 


AN Over-grownblac: Patch! I'm as Zex- 


* * lous againſt the other, as an old Pu- 
ritan wou'd be againſt all the abominable 
Dawghters, Be as wgly as you will, let us 
. fee you, but youre too wi/e, for then 'tis 
ten to nothing, we avoid you. 


Yet there are ſome:of you have indsffer- 


ent Saleable Faces, and: what reaſon have 
thoſe to h:de 'em 2 Is't for fear they ſhou'd 
bluſhand tell Tales, put on your AMdaſque 
for once when you read this, leaſt Avr- 
ther ſhou'd out before you are aware ont. 
- If you are really handſom, you imjure 
both your ſelves and us, by clapping this 
Potlid- Face between us and you. If you 
are not, and talk pertly to us, how. man) 
and Lies are you the occahion of ? 
How well are we all o'th' ſudden 4cquaint- 
ed, tho we ne're {a w one anothar betore in 
our Lives ? How ſure are we, that we are 
intimately acquainted with that Chin, and 


thoſe. Eyes; Tis impoſſivle we ſhou'd be 
93} «. 
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miſtaken either in the Leer of one, or the 
Dimple of the other ; beſides that ini- 
* mitable ſofr Charming FYoice of yours, to 
which, we cou'd make Affrdavit, and know 


it as well as our own N#rſes. 


Well, after all this Chatt, which has laſt 
ed 2 or 3 Scenes, up goes the Cartain, and - 
a very Sycorax ſtares us in the Face, ſo 
Frightful perhaps and Ghaſtly,that if Afac- 
beth's a Playing, we are teady to take you 
for one of the Pitches, vaniſh'd from the 
Stage into the Pit or Gallerys, then we 


Nasſeate all our own compliments, ſtart at 


the thoughts of a Succubnrs, and wou'd not 


ſtay a moment lo 
one of the waywa 
6 would give us a K:ngdem for our 


ond, 


rewar 
And yet what honeſt meanin 


er with you, tho hke 
fore menti- 


can you 


have by thus pwtring out the Lights ? Some 


_——_ ſu 
picy & Im, 
defy 


They ta 


to be em- 
em. you can 

Day it ſelf, and make it Night 
whenever you pleaſe. ; 


lk of Witches calling the oor 


out of Heaven, but you have found a way 
to call the Sx thence, or which is the ſame 
thing, make it /4ixe in vain, and never 7e- 
proach your crimes, or hinder your ſatis 


fat ions. 


Truth, indeed, ſeeks the Light, and hates. 
all Ziſpmiſes, but what's that to Pcmer, 
who are never more /ike themſelves, then 


when. 
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when they're Incognito, and who have this 
{ftull to ſay for't, that they can't appear in 
a worſe ſhape then their own. 
' And now we talk of Tr#th, I wonder 
how the old doating Aforali/ts, came to 
make that, and all the other Yirtzes of the 
Feminine Gender, Fortitude it (elf, or /Man- 
hood, tho'it carries the Nobler Sex in its Na- 
tare, in moſt Languages, me yet is reckon'd 
of the other. It there were no Virtzer, 
but .what were to be found in that Sex, 
*+*wou'd almoſt tempt one to be of their 
 doating opinion ; who pretend Firtze and 
Vice are both the ſame, and differ only in 
Name, and Imagination. 

But I think, they reckon the ſeven dead- 


ly Sins too of the ſame Gender, and in | 


that I confeſs, they have made ſome 
amends, | 
_ And there's hardly any of *em that your 
4a wou d not fit, for what ſome of your 
Flatrerers have ſaid of ſome of your Sex, 
that if virtwe were to take a wi/ible ſhape, 
*twou'd certainly appear in theirs, may 
with more Juſtice and Reaſon be ſaid of 
Vice, at leaſtas to a great part of you, who 
when once you give your minds tot, infi- 
nitely exceed Mankind, and are more ex- 
quiſnely wiched, 


+But you wear not this Velyer ſcarf for | + 


nothing. No, *tis that the Amorous Su 
mayn't look upon you ; not the wind kiſ5 


yau ſo cloſe till it Chap your pretty Lips ; 
or 
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or for fear Apollo himfſcIf and all the Ze* 
pbirs ſhoufd fali in Love with you. 

But if that be your Fear, throw your 
masks by, for *4is natural to defire what's 
unknown ; the Philotophers tells us, that 
Black drinks in the Rays of the $-», more 
greedily then any other Colour : That ſub» 
tle Chymiſt makes Gold in the deepeſt Ca- 
werxs, of the Earth, however he ſcidom or 
never expoles it, without tome thin Creſt 
over it, and who knows but through ſuch 
a Feeble Curtain, he may more eaſily trans- 
form your Faces, at leait into the ſame 
Complexion ? He may double-Gild you, or 
at worſt, Lackar you over, tho hell not be 
at the Charges to finiſh the Proceſs ; or go 
quite thorow with his Tranſmatation. 

However, of this you can't be zgnorant, 
that the cloſer you keep vout ſelves from 
him, the more cloſe he ſticks tfye, when 
once he gets you at an advantage ; while 
thoſe who are always expoſed to his Comrt- 
ſhip, and are not ſo ſqweamiſ/h as you. he 
requites fem with a nataral Mark, which 
can defy all Weathers, and will laſt fem as 
long as their Lives, | 
Wn; 4 
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Anſwer to Letter V. 


By DAP HNE— 


bt 


— 


F there are really ſuch terrible things 


rayon under a poor Mack, as youd. 
c 


make us believe, and \the very harmleſs 
Bead, that belongs to't, be as Mortal as a 
chaw'd Bullet, I wonder you don't go 
with your Reformatien, and not only pluck 
that off, but ſerve us as you ſometimes do 
ſome of our Sex, whom you find 708. hox- 
eſi, gives us an if Name, and turn us out 
to the Rabble, to ſirip us for all toge 
ther, | : 

Sometimes we expoſe our ſelves over- 
much, if but a part of our Necks happen 
to be {een, and we Veil fem not as an Afri. 
can Lady; your Modeit Eyes are preſently 
«or you are as angry as Olivia, and we 
are la\ing Nets and Springes for amorous 
Whoadceeks, and all ftark naught to your own 
certain knowledge. 

Will nothing pleaſe you 2 Will you make 


Laws for us, and repeal fem again the next | 


moment, or will you oblige us, by ſuch as 
are perietly contradictory to each other, 
or rule us abſolutely without any Laws at 
all? Yes, doubricis, that humours moſt 

Y Our 
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your perverſe Appetites : You'd all be Ty- 
rants if you cou'd, but we ſhall claim © 
the liberties of our Country, we are all 
Free born Englifh ſubjects, and had as good 
have 90 Government at all as {uch as we 
had better be without. Be as much 
our Maſters and our Soveraigns as you 
pleaſe, the Law is your beſt Defence, as 
well as ours, and you muſt never hope ſo 
far to alter the Fundamental Conftituti- 
ons, as to render this the Pargatory of 
Wowen, which has been efteem'd and 
call'd their Par aaice from 1m2memorial Ages. 

You muſt therefore give us leave w 
our Rights are thus invaded, to ſtand 
up for *em, at leaft quietly and modeft- 
ly. Pray let us have the right of ad- 
dreſſing, leſt we ſhou'd be tempted to 
take more. Let us however, figh under 
our Grievances, for fear if you ſhould be 
fo unreaſonable to deny that eaſie remedy, 
we ſhou'd be forc'd on theſe that would be 
more violent, and like over-loaded Camels, 
throw off the #nequal Burger. 

My Mask's my Sanctuary, I'm in my own 
Houſe, my Caſtle, if you attempt to turn me 
cut of that,if you dare but ſo much as draw 
a Latch, look you to what follows ! 

I'il take leave to turn one of vour own 
Canons upon vou, fince I'm fo cloſely 
beiieg'd : Either you are plead to ſee us 
look well, or you are not : If you ſhou*d 
have no more Wit nor Conſcience, then 
to cliuſe the latter, what is*t to you whe- 

| ther 
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ther you ever ſee us or no ? If the for- 


mer, why are you diſfpleas'd with our 
endeavours to preſerve that little BeantyNa- 
ture has given us 2 Eſpecially when you 
don't itick, to ſay tis the only thing for 
which you value us. 
I know there 1s now and then the ap- 
purtenances of ſome Bags, but they are 
no more a part of us, then of our Gold. 
- ſmiths or Guaratans. 

We muft not Paint, nor make uſe of an 
innocent Patch or two, to louk a little 
more Gallant, and diſtinguiſh our ſelves 
from the very 446 (amongſt whom, tho 
You're never ſo well acquainted, you can 
expet no writing-Ladies} nor hardly I 
thiak ſo much as waſh our Faces. Yet 
ſurely they are our own, and we may let 
you ſee fem or not as we think fit, and if 
we mayn't mend *em, may at leait preſerve 
''m. Why are you not as Chagrin at us 
for wearing Glaves, which if you pleale 


1ou may call Ifasking our Hands, as for | 


thinking fit to hide our Faces, and yet if 
we happen but to pull one of thofe off, e- 
ther neceilary or innocently, we mnſt be 
call'd a thoſland YVanirics > Twas to how 


the white hand, and that all might admite | 
it. Turn the Argament to the Face and 


try your Skill in Anſwering it. 

Pray where's the conſcience or modeſ}y of 
your Sex, or at leaft that ſo much boaſted 
Reaſon, in denying us ſuch pertectly inu0- 
cen 


You 
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cent Cuſtoms as theſe, and ſo loudly ex- 
caiming againſt *em 2 Is*t becauſe you lay 
ſo many, . and (uch eafie Reſtraints on your 
own Delires ? Becauſe you are ſo very mo- 
deft, ſo over FVirtwons, lo wonderfully mor- 
tified, that you can't,ſo much as endure 
any thing in your Sight, that you are 
pleaſed to call Vanity? Shut your Eyes then 
of all Loves, break all your great Glaſles, 
make Scare-crows of your Flaming Wigs, 
and reform all thoſe Fooleries which we 
have as fairly told you of, in anſwer to 
one or other of your Letters, as ever you 

ad #s of oars, 


Daphne 


LETTER VEL 


That Women are more cruel 


K. than Men, 


I _— 


| By Sir THOMAS — 


— 


Y e_w_ ow owe _ _ 


WW Fich will appear beyond Contradic- 
tion by an Induction of Particulars, 

You ate evidently = cruel to Enemies 
an 
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and even to Friends: To your R:vals,and 
your 1overs,and your very own dear ſelves, 
which wou'd make one leſs wonder at 
your Barbarity to all the reſt. 

And firſt for your Exemies, whom if 
you conquer'd by Right of Yar, and only 


made ute of the Advantages which Fortzne } 


ve you, as did your ſtrapping /&94zoman 
Br edorefore, when they rambled about the 
World, and carry d Slaughter 8& Deſtru&ion 
with *em where-ever they came ; this wou'd 
be ſomewhat more excuſable: But a Co- 
ward no more dares be Brave, than Merci- 
ful, nor is therefore likely to Attack open- 


ly one he hates. You have moreSure and | 


Private Methods of Deſtru&tion : You out- 


do the very Crecogile, who is ſaid to weep | 


over her Prey ; for you Kill /-i/1mg, and 
deſtroy embracing, like the Tyrant's Daugh- 
"rer, as he call'd her ; who had an Engine 
dreis'd up like a Beautiful Woman, to 
whom he led thoiz he had a mind to be 
rid of, wiio advancing to Salute her, ſhe 
imneditely cloled her Arms, and Cruſh'd 
*em to Death. 

Tis a common Obſervation, that wene- 
ver hear of any remarkable Miſchief, rarel 
of any Bloody Murther, but there's a Wo- 
man atone end on*t ; and that vu c:xceed 


the moſt Barbarous Thieves ani Bandittt 


in Thirſt of Blood, tho!e poor Travellers 
teel, who fall into the Hands of ſuch Pev- 
_ ple, when they have any of your Sex _ 
tREM 
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them. You have alli a Touch of the 97/4 
triſþ in ye. You do ten times more Mit- 
chief than the en; and if Candles are 
to be made of Heretical Tallw, or a 
Spewiing Child or two to be roaſted, who 
but a Woman to dip her Hands in the 
Greaſe of one, and Spit and Baſte the 
other ? | 

And if you can do this in Cold Blood, 
and from an Innate Love to Cruelty, with 
little or no Provocation, what 1s the Viper 
then when his Spirits are enrag'd? What 
a Figure d'ye make when poſſets'd with your 
own proper Spirit ( for youneed no worle ) 


| that I mean of alice and Revenge? How 


amiable do you all look when you're an- 


gry? How ſweetly are' all your {cles 


turn'd ? How mild your Eyes? How ſoft 
your Voice, and how like [ncarnate W7- 
men all over ? 

The Worm furns a Serpent, and t'at a 
Dragon ; you breathe as many Knives as 
a Juggler ever ſwallow'd; you vornicRopes 
as he does Ribbons, and have as many ſorts 
of Poiſons as he br nzs Liquors from the 
Spunge between his Teeth ; you ran-4-n:uck 
at all Mankind, Ranvecie Nacure; and Fire 
the World. 


» This in ordinary Caſes, but if you are 


once wraught to the heighth, if your ,ca- 
louke or your Ambition urges you on new 
Methods'of Ruin; if your Defires are Gee - 
tated; or yourLoves refuled, or you: Crimes 
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expoſed,you are then a thouſand times worſe 
than I've yet deicribd; more Neſts of 
Hells and Furies ſwarm within you; you 
are more Venemoully, more rancoroul. 
ly implacable; all Blaſting, Lightning, 
and Hurricane. In ſhort, ſo ſuperlatively 
bad, that none but you your ſelves caa 
Coriceive or Deſcribe it. 

Tho' after all, I think, you are leſs dan- 
gerous when you appear thus in your own 
proper Shapes, than when diſguis'd, al- 
of paſt Knowledge, in thoſe of Love 
and Friendſhip: For then you perfe&ly 
drill us to Death, and murther us, as they 
ſay Witches do, by turning us into Pin- 
cuſhions, and ſticking us all over with 
Nails and Bodkins, like an Orange with 
Cloves, or Bergerac with his Flies, to give 
us the more lingring Torments. 

Or elſe, to return to Witches agen, when 
you have once Metamorphoſed a Man into 
thatBrateofa Ll over,you ſtraitclap a Broom- 
Raft behind him,and {witch him throfthick & 
thin in all your Aerial Foxrne)s, which way 
ſoever the Vane happens to turn, the #ndc- 
countable Jannts, and endleſs wild Gooſe 
Chaſcs of your own Jack-a-Lent Fanries, 
and wnatconntaile Hamonars. 

A famous Do&or is of Opinion, that 


Spirits, tho* ſeparate, have yet a Plaſtic } * 


Power over /atter, and can mould a "_ 
into whatſoever Form or Shape they pleaſe, 
as We Can a bit of Wax: For — 
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A Man into a Pudding,— a Woman into a 
Sake or Cat, or any other Miſchievous 
Creature. An cld Man, and a Child into 
a Cockle, or an Oyſter; which laſt may 
the more calily be brought about, if that 
will but hold, which is very poſitively aſ- 
ſerted by another Grave Phileſopher, that 
their Souls are the {ame already, or that he 
can hardly imigin any Difference between 
<©m. But whether or no one word of 
this be true, *tis ſure enough, you make us 
what you pleate, and moſt malicjouſly al- 
ter the very Form and Figure of many 
a-poor Lover; ſometimes you draw out 
his Neck, till by Virtue of a loofning Plai-_ 
ſter of Hemp, *tis as long as the Glutton 
wifi'd hisoan : But much ofcner his Ears 
to that prodigious length, that A4du was 
a mzer Rexnahead to him. | 

At one time you skrew his Face 'into a 
thouſand Artic Forms, at another his 
whole Bodv, which looks Aſquint af- 
ter youzhave once overlook'd him,as much 
as thoſe Eyes which did it. His Chap 
Falls, - he..hears with his Mouth, and only 
eats with his Eyes; his Hands dangle, if 
they don't happen to fall crols one ano- 
ther; and in a word, you ſteal him away. 
from himſelf, and leave a perfect Chanz- 


1” ling in his Room; and if there can be a 


higher or baſer Inſtance of barbarous Cru- 
elty, than not only to do this, but to 7+:- 
wnph mn it ; and when you have adornfd 
E. 3 y Our 
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your Courts and Anti-chambers with ſuch 
Brutes of your own transforming, as Circer 
Pajace was ftock'd with, to divert your 
ſclf, with ſetting the poor Creatzres to- 
gether by the ears, to tear one anothers 
Hearts out, Iſay, if you can ſhow mean 
thing more brutally cruel than this, whid 
is your conſtant Prattice; why, then ] 
maſt own your Sex has one Reſerve of 
Miſchief, wherewith I was never yet ac- 
quainted, 

But it's in vain for Man to expe& bet- 
ter Qrarter, when your own Sex, 1t any 
thing hand{cme, are as implacably hated 
by you as old Ape, or a fooliſh faithful 
Friend, that teiis you ail your Faults, in 
hopes to mike you better. You wou'dall 
be Elcanors if you had iſamonids to deal 
with, and what maze {o intricate, that you 
have not a Afoae] on't in your own 4linds? 
Pulling Rxs:fs is nothing, — © Tear cout the 
* Jades Eyes; off with her Noſe ( tho 
« war* Coventr);) ſtamp her under Feet; 
* ſhe have my Man; ſhe ſeduce my Hys- 
* band; ſhe pretend to be as handiome as 
me; Ill eat her Heart ; I'M gnavv her 
** Soul; 111 grind her till ſhe's invilible, 

Nay, Your Cepeney 1s extended, even to 
'our felves as deariy as ycu dote upon 
em ; Never were there eltewhere any 
Cannibals {0 fierce, as to eat them- 
ſelves, and fezd on their own Fleſh, 
tho" they pernaps might now and then 
make 
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make a luſcious Feaſt ona fat Friend, or 
Enemy. £Entymakes you gnaw your own 
Intrails, defeated alice or Revenge ets 
you oftentimes quarrelling with your ſelves, 
and wreaking yourSpite on your own Minds 
or Bodies, becauſe you can't reach others : 
But Pride is the moſt vexations Devil of all 
your Tormentors. | 
To this you are half Martyrs; for this 
'ris that you ſo often wear a Scotch Boot 
all over ye. The Thumbkin's a Jeſt tot, 
and no more than a ſtrait pair of Gloves. 
You are fo far from allowing your ſelves 
rcom to Eat, that you care not whether 
you can breathe or no,ſo you can but look 


- tine, and have your admirable Shape corr - 


mended. What a Baſtile of Whalebone y ©. 
draz about with yeu? You are more the: 
chain'd, for you are bothPinion'd and Ma- 
nacled, and can ſtir no otherwiſe than a 
or Reynard, caught in a Trap, which 

e drags after him;— tho* ſubtle as you 
are, his Cunning here goes beyond ye ; fer 
he'il gnaw oft his own Leg to get out of 
Priſon, but you wou'd do the {ame, rather 
than be deliverd,— any more than S ——» 
in the Jakes, on his own Sabbath ; andiince 
you are fo fond of your Cage, *twere, I 
think, pity to diſturb you, and there I 


leave ye. 
©. THOMAS- 
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Anſwer to Letter VI. 


PLets us Sir ! What Afonſters you make 

us,ſure y0# were never born of a Woman, 
or at leaſt will take care never to to#ch one 
of thoſe infeitions Creatures, left you 


__. lhou'd lifter all over. 


We us'd to reckon our ſelves pretty harm. 
leſs Creatures, ſoft and mild, and ternary 
hearted, and were ready to (creek when we 
did but hear of any Bloody /Murther com- 
watred by your Sex, and alvays afford our 
Pity to the greateſt Criminals when they are 
wiſerable. Nay, a higher inſtance of our 
Compaſſionate Temper, we have too often no 
more Wir then to believe you, when you 


ſwear and whine and make wgly Faces, and | 


pretend you have no choice but that of 
Ragoo, the Woman or the Gallows, and are 
of a quite contrary humoxr to hw, for you'll 
Dargle if you mayn't have the Pomarn, he 
rather then have her. And thus you ſe- 


duce us, like other eaſy Friends, to bail | 
yuu Bos) for Bedy, and ſoon get laid upan | . 


your Room, while you, when your Tarn 
15 once ſerv'd, never more va/uc or regard 


Ys, 


You 
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You ſay we are Cruel to our Enemies, 1t 
we were indeed ſevere towards them, and 
juſtly pd fem, you cou'd not very 
reaſonably b/awe us, bur it is too evident, 
our. fault lies on the other tide, and we arc 
over-merciful. What more formidable Ence- 
my have we - thin Afankina, without 
whoſe help the Devil himſelf cou'd not 
bart us, as they ſay he cannot Poiſon with- 
out the Witch, to whom: but 36, do ſo ma- 
ny of us owe their Raine, and how few of 
ye are there, that do not bear the ſame 
Malice m Heart againſt our whole Sex,and 
wou'd, if you had an opportunity, treat 
'em in the ſame manner ; and yet, Ah ! 
you know we are but too ready to forgive 

ou. 
f If we ſhould grant that where a Pomarn 
is onee throughly engag'd in any Barba- 
rows Action, ſo contrary to our Natures, 
ſhe is then more crwel, even then you who 
inftrut her, yet all that we can thence 
conclude 1s, that a Renegade is the 
Bloodieft Tzrk; that your Company and 
Converſaticn can change our Natures, and 
make us ſometimes run wild like your 
felves ; and laſtly, that the Corru2tion of 
the beſt things is the worſt, and that we 
may therefore gueſs how excellent the 
Wine was once, which is now grown ſuch 
heen Vinegar, 

I well hoped you wouf'd have ſtopt your 
Career, when you had run ſo far as to make 
E. 5 5 
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us 1n our Fury, overturn whole Nature, and 
: Fzre the World; Bur it ſeems, Sir 7. you 
have more miſchiet for us (till to do: In 
the caſe of Jealouſy, Ambition, or Revenge, 
when we are wrought,you ſay rothe heiyhth, 
but I confeſs, I thought both you and we 
had been in our A!tit*aes before, and that 
you look'd and ſpoke in the /aſt Paragraph, 
exaQly like one that had ' CwIp ivit 109 


Yiireſs, aud was juſt Raving at | 


the Diſappotntmert. The Truth is, 
after you had made us deſiroy one World, 
you ought at leaſt to have taken care for 
another, (ome Foot-held, and Foundation to 
play our pranks upon, before you had 
brought us upon the Stage, and not left 
us floating in Chaos without any Mercy. 


You are often t«4/king of Witches, Sir T, 


are you {ure none of fem ever did yox any 
injury ? Authors fay they can work 
{trangely upon the 1maginetion; lometimes 
they*ll make my Lord Mayor himſelf, and 


all his Hewnds miſtake an old Woman fora | 


Hare, as ſtout a Puſs as ever went pants? 
over Banſted Downs. At other times they 
ſteal a Trick from Pimperlepimp, and per- 
{wade ye, that you fee vaſt heaps of Mo- 
ny before ye, as large as the Bankers have 


im their Cheſts; Anon they'll make you | +» 


think all you ſee is Raw-head, and Bloody- 
Bones, and as Penthexs's Aunts and Mo- 
ther miſtook him for a 7ild-Boar, fo you 
taKe 
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take all our /oft and innocent Sex, for Hyz- 
nds and Tigreſſes. 

If you are really of that opinion, *twill 
be in vain to attempt perſwading you out 
on'r, eſpecially while you labour under ſuch 
an infeted imagination. But if you ſhou'd 
happen ever to come to your lelt again, 
pray Anſwer a <Leſtion or two, which you 
may eaſily remeraber, for your , memory I 
nd is {till indifterent ſound, tho you may 


{ be, I fear, a little toucht in your other Fa- 


culties, 

Ot What Sex think ye was Phalares, 
Mezentins, Sylla, Catiline, Domntian, 
4nd Nere, and all the other Famous 7j- 
rants in the World ? 

And who are thoſe, who now make (o - 
great a diſturbance in it, and have for ſo 
many years indeed endeavour'd: to overtarn 
it 2 

They are, if I miſtake not, the ex, 
who Kill, Bara, and Raviſh for Sixpence a 
day all over Chiſtendow, unleſs . you'll ſay 
they are too Generons to (etitheir Yillanies 
at lo low a rate, and that they rather com- 
mit *em, as we do, for their own ſatisfattion 
and a:verfion, 

And with the ſame Juſtice, you would 
have us Anſwer for all the Antich Tricks 
you are guilty of, when the Spirit of Love 

as poſlets*'d ye. Whatever Beaſts you turn 
your ſelves into, ler not us Antwer for it. 
Can we help the growth of your Ears, or 
: wou'd 
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wou'd you have us dreſs all your /am-ſore- 
Hearts, which you exp.ſe as other Begger 
do their Legs, or Heads, to wring out the 
Charity of every well _ Fool t]: at paſſe 
by *'em 2 No, in theſe Caſes People are 
now generally harden'd, and muc!: for the 
ſame reaſon, and therefore pray ' take the 
jame Anſwer: We cannot grve to all, and 
there's ſo many cheats, we know not whom 
to believe. 

But ſuppoſe you could get off the latter, 
the former will ſtill 7emz4in and be unar 
ſwerable. Are we cruel becauſe we don't 
make minc't Adea? of our Hearts, and give 
a little to every pretender 2 Or. would eve- 
ry exe of you have all and force us to work 
Aftracles to content you ? 

For ought I fee, ſhou'd we Lwarter our 
ſelves and give every one of ye a prece,even 
that would not /atwfy, and we ſhould be 
only reproacht with Cr#e/ty'to our ſelves, 
inſtead of kindneſs to you ; ſince you al 
ready are ſo difngenuons to reproach us as 

uilty of the ſame vice, becauſe we put our 
elves to ſome inconvemence, and it may be; 
pain too, in our Dreſſes, meerly to «blige 
your Ceneroxns Sex, who thus thank us for it. 


Rachel G oafrey.. 


LET- 
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LETTER VII. 
That in a Diſhonourable A- 


rnour the Woman's moſt to 
blame, 


PA EEE —_—_—_ 


By Mr. P AL ME R-— 


——__ 


— i 


T Hat Jon were the firſt Tempters of Man- 
' WL ' I think you won't deny, and 
twou'd. be to as little purpoſe, to pretend 
that you- han't. follow'd that Trade ever 
fince. Bur ſuppoſing that now and thenit 
ſhou'd be otherwiie, -yet *ris certain, if 
you'd never yeild, none wou'd cver tempt 
you, which it may be they begin often in 
Feff, when you catch fem at their word, and 
yela in earneſt. 

However, I doubt not to prove, that 
whoever begins ſuch an [ntrigze,the women 
are always molt in fam/t in the managing it, 
for they have the ReFraimts of Modeſty,and, 


4} * Sheme and Natzxre, or if they ſhake off 


theſe, a ſtrong byaſs of [*tereftand Cuſtom, 

hey run much the greater hazard in their 
Perſon and Reputation... They know all Cas 
they. 
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they have heard a thouſand times, that 
thoſe Oaths on which chey. force our Sex in 
thoſe maccers. are reckon'd but things of 
courſe, and ni inore Ovligatory then their 
own v.wi oi Eternal Friendſhip. . They (e 
their Neiro95orrs run'd every day, 1t may 
be their Kindred, their S15Fers, their Friendr, 
or their near Acqzaintance : Yet they'll on 
in the ſame Road, tis Green and Pleaſan, 
they have agrecabie company in't, and it hu- 
mours their Faaity, they are admir'd and 
prais'd, and kneei'd and ſung to, and treat. 
ed and careſiid, and for this they part with 
two Wirlds, and think they have a good 
bargain. 

Nay, how can they deny but they tempt 
their Temprers ? For how frequently does it 
fo fall out, and yer they expect to be prryd 
for what they are rind for. What is*t they 
Dreſs and Davce, and Patchand Paint, and 
$ing and Sigh, and Ogle, and lay all the 
Lowve-Nets with which they are furniſh, 
either by Art or Natzre, what's all this ado 
for, but to pleaſe, and why wonfd they 
pleaſe bur to be rair#d 2? They dreſs them- 
ſelves 5refiſtably, and then complain that 
they can'r reſet others: They trifle in the 
Flame nil they burn their ſslker wings, and 
then 922 unpity'd about the Room, or 
creep 1i:ito ſeme chink or corner, and are ' 
ftarsd to Death, 

The Man has generally none to 2overr 
him, or to adviſe him better, but you have 
a 


4a 
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that | 2 Father, a Friend, a Guaraian, or it may 

- in | be a H5b4nd, But I ask your pardon, ſince 

; of | on better thoughts the oa rather lies there 
heir | on-your fide 3; the very apprehenſion of re- 
 (& | frant is {ufficient, to make any frme woman 
nay | break her Neck to get looſe, and ſhe'll ten 
times rather chuſe to fall, then to acceptof 
on | any ſuch Friendly hangs to ſupport her. 

int, | Again, how equal foever they. may ve 
hu- | in the Crime, it's certain that cuttom - 
nd | makes a wide diflerence in the Diſgrace and 
at. | Diſrepatation. It ruines the Woman, but 
ith | which of you likes the Afax ever the worſe? 
ood } Ewith 1 need not fay, you often hke him 

- the better. However, a Slip of youth cas 
wt | vers all, but it Rands you in ſtead. to (et 
it | your Foot firm, for if you fall, Farewel for 
yd | ever | ——__ 

& | And is there not ſome reaſon, that the 
nd ter weig/2t of ſhame ſhou'd be caſt on 
he Woman, . (ince there's fo much depends 
> | on her Fidelity and Honeffy 2 The Eftate, 
do | if ſhe's falſe; is carryd. into another Blood; 
ey | and the true heirs i7recoverably imurid. Be- 
n- | fides the Diſgrace that /ights on the Hws- 
at | Sand, his Honowr not being in his ewn' keep- 
he | 8, burinclos'd in as lender a vie as Eran- 
d | #x allots, to ſomething that requires equal. 
Ir | Care to preſerve it. 


Lake Palmer---- 
Anſwer 


Anſwer to Letter VII. 


By Madam CROCKFORD. 


OW, cou'd you prove this indeed, 

*wou'd be-a great piece of Service 
to your Sex, and. be a Means of giv- 
ing ye what you cou'd none of ye cre 
pretend to, that is, the Reputation 
of a little good Natare and Cys 
But that the Charge is notorioully Falſe 
and V#jzFft, and' the meer Ettet' of Ate 
tice aad Revenge, is evident to any Perlog, 
that has but a Dram of Senle :--- And w- 
deed one wou'd admire how *tis poſſible 
for Man to be guilty of {uch, more than 
Driabolical' Villany, as to ule all their Wit 
and Indaſtry to Court, Flatter, nay, even 
Force a Woman to Rum, and then turn 
all the Obl:quy and Shame of the Action up- 
on her, bid pretend they'd ne're Attemp- 
ted, had they not bin fure of Succeſs :---- 
That there's ſome of our Sex too Creat- 
lows and Weak, we will not deny ; that 


their good Nature does ſometimes: betray 
*em to [ntriegyes, that are not Juſtifiable, | 


we alſo grant ; but that they arc moſt to 
blame on theſe Occaſions, you can never 
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make any wunprejudiced Perſon believe: which 
Party 15 it, 0.4 makes the firſt Onſet ? 
Tis not the C»ffom of our Sex, howe're 
Inferior to yours, te become your Petiti- 
oners. Is it not you Men that are always at 
pains of Coxrr/hip: And, if in a Criminal 
Amour, how many Sighs, Vows, and Sla- 
viſh Submiſſions, maſt a Man be guilty of, 
betore he can obtain the leaſt Favornr ? 
You ſay our Sex has the Reſtraints of A4o- 
deſty and Reputation, &e. which yours 
want: Really, we're oblig'd to'e, that 
you'll grant us ſo much, tho' I'm pretty 
well ſatisfy'd you'd rather we were with- - 
out thoſe Reſtraints, that you might have 
the Pleaſure of Damning your Selves, 
and Ruining us at an + Rate. Bur 
I ay, how much Time, Watching, Pre- 
ſents, Bribing of Servants, Carreſſing of 
Friends, eternal Waiting, conſtant unwearied 
Importunities mutt a Man be at the Ex- 
os cf, before he makes a Compleat Con- 
queft, 

Whereas if we were ſonaturally inclin'd 
to Lewdxeſs, we ſhou'd be glad to accept 
the firit Offer, or at leaſt, not refsſe too 
long, leſt our eager Spark ſhou'd retire, 
without letting us have the Pleaſure 0* 
Surrend*ring. ---— 


» But the Truth is, which you all know, 


tho' you'll be hang*d before you'll confeſs 
it; Women are naturally more Cold and 
Chaſte then Men, tho* ſhou'd we grant *' 
our 


YO 
our Paſſions equal, *rwou'd but more Ep 
hance the Eſteem of our P:rjwe, tince ty 
more difficult for thoſe Perſons to be ho- 
neſt, that have violent Inclinations ty 
the contrary, than tis for them that hay 
not ſuch Defires: But we will not pre 
tend to more Virtue than we really have 
and therefore freely own our (elves notſy 
Amorons as you. And conſequently, wer 
there any ſuch thing as a YVirtnous Man, 
he could not have too large Comments 
FIOMNS, - 
You lay you've not fo many Friendsto 
adviſe with as we: But pray, whole fault 
is that? What hinders your having Goel 
Connſel, beſide your own Pride and Vans 


ty, which makes you {corn to hear it?} 


And what you ſay of us in this Caſs, 
may with good reaſon be be return'd upon 
you,ſhou'd any Friend be ſo kind to adms 
nifh you, the very Apprenenl(ion of {uchs 
Reſtraint wou'd be {ufficient to make any 
Man Chuſe, and more eagerly purſue hs 
Deſtraction, And that way at leaſt he 
would jultihe his pretending to be Aſs 
lute Maſter of himieif, by thewing that 
he dares be Damnf'd, in fpite of all Wart- 
ing, either from Friends or Enemies. 

As for your other Argument, that how: 


ever Equal in theCrime,theWonan's Ditgrac | 


is greateſt, it's ealily an{\ver'd, to your ow! 
Eternal Confuſion ,--- *Tis true, we are more 
taken Notice of, and Reproach'd ; _ 
why: 
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why? Is it not becauſe the almoſt Vri- 
verſal Debauchery of your Sex keeps Peo- 
ple from minding it ; when if a Foman be 

ilty of Swearing, Drinking, or the other 
Fiz 04 charge us with, it's prefently car- 
ryd from one to another, like a piece of 
ſtrange incredible News, till at laſt it be- 
comes the Town Talk. But you ſay we 
like you the better for your Slips of Tonth, 
as you call your worſt of Crimes :--- Did 
any V/,man ever tell ye fo? We often 
marry Yew, that cre, or have bin YVitiozs, 
and how 1s it poſſible to help it? For if 
we reſolv'd to Marry none +but thoſe of 
wadoubted Virtue and Honeſty, twou'd be 
the ſame thing, as to Vow perpetual Vir- 


't ginity, ſince among the vaſt Number of 


your Sex, *twou'd be impoſſible to find 
enough to keep 100 of the Women in En. # 
tlanda out of a Nunnery. Your laſt 4rgu-  * 
ment has the molt Reaſon, tho* I'm too 
weary of the Subjet, to ralk, any more 
cn't, only thus much I ſhall obſerve,---That 
it's no. Argument of ?Yomen's being the 
Waorfe, or the Weaker Sex, that Heaven, 
which cannot err, has intrufted her with the 
Eftfate, Honour, and Quiet of the Family. 


Eſther C rockford, 


LET-. 


LETTER VIL 
Againſt Romances. 


By Sir THOMAS— 


| 


4 —_— tt. att. -— 


— 


| Thought I, had done with Zo-e; butt 
ſuch a Pertinacionuns Devil, that tho 
conjur'd down never ſo often, *twill til 

rite agen, and diſturb the World, Nov 

it appears in the Shape of ſome diſtreiſed 

_ Damlfel, or Penſive Knight, and eres its 
* Trophys on as many Sacks full of Romer 
| ces, as ever the old Woman and the Cv 
Tate Sacrific'd to the Flames, whzn they 
clear'd Dos Qxixot's Study, and b ot 
him for a Speculative Knight Errant ; and 

had they ſent all the re{t after, and t* had 

bin Death for any Scribbler to have plagu'd 

the World with wy more of the ſame 
Brood, t* had bin a happy thing for us all: 
But eſpecially for you Women, whoſe Lr 


on up, and ſwear to, withour ever ſecing 
em.--> Almahide, Ariana, Ariſtotle's Pro- 
blems, Aſtrea, Clelia, Cleopatra, Culpey- 


run 
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raries one might almoſt venture to reck-| 


per, *twou'd make a Catalegne indeed, to} 
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run thro* the whole Alphabet, and wouf*d 
tire the Brazen Lungs of a Strextor,. or a 
feffrys, to repeat one quarter of *em.--- 
and if among the Crowd there ſhou*d 
ha to "be cne ſtray Solitary Prayey- 
Book, or Practice of Picty, it's ſure to have 
— | a Cobweb woven croſs the Leaves, in- 
ſtead of a pair of old-faſhion'd Strings or 
— | Ribbons. There it lies, and has never bin 
difturb'd fince the laſt great Thunder : 
— | You Women, for your parts, know 
how to imploy your Time much better, 
e 44] at leaſt more to your SatisfaQion. In ſome 
the} brisk new airy Romance yow find both your 
Al} Mattins and Evenſongs :-—That's yourEpi- 
Vow F ftle, and Golpel and all ; your firſt and 
ied | aft Employment. For this you part with 
5 it} Sloth it ſelt;' nay, your darling Pride can 
mm my Rival it; for you'll rather grow 
Cy-} old for want of Sleep ; nay, venture firing 
hey | the Houſe, and bring your ſelf Spitchcockr 
ok In the middle onft, then leave off before 
1nd} youve done the Story. 
12d} Which that you may be ſure not to for- 
14} get, you make all the haſte you can to 
med Tranſcribe it into yowr own Lite and A&i- 
al: ons; Spirit away every Lady or Knight 
i-| that yow moſt fancy, and make fem all 
k- | 2997 own; nor are y-w more transform*d 
ne'Þ "from your true Selves, in your Bodies 
| when you appear in pablick with borrow* 

Cheeks, or Teeth, or Eyes, then yourMinds 
ro | are Metamorphoſed by the ga 
O 
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of theſe Fooleries ;--- And when a Woman} 


does change, there's little need afproving 
eas for the worſe. The Lover muft be the 
ſweet Knight, Aontelion ; the Miſtrels, the 
moſt Chaite and Virtuous Damſel Dalck 
nea, Alteria, Statira, Hortenſia, Valeria, 


and fo dovn to C=lia and Phillis, Thel 


. old Bawd of a Confident, nothing better or 


worſe than the Sage Vrganada; every little | | 


Geberween, tome Dwart or Wizzard ; and 
it may be, the Father himlelf, or Relat- 
en, and beſt Friend ſhe has, ſome wicked 
Enchanter, or cruel Jaylour 3 and the Ri- 
val to be ſure, no leſs than the confound- 
el Gyant Panaafilands. Nay, worſe than 
all this, we ſhall find few of thoſe Books 
bat have ſome fhghting Lady or other, a 
Fir/j-Kate Heroine m the Story, who 'el- 


ther in Ditguite, - or elſe bare-taced, with | 


her Bever up, and ſomerimes her Hair about 
l;erEars,ſhali ruſh into the Battle, lay about 
her like the Amazonian Dame, Pextheſilie, 
and kill ye for a Breakfaſt ſome Forty or | 


Fifty Men. Now, what a dangerous Pre- | 


fident this is to their Sex, and of how ill 
Conſequence. to ours, I leave to the praQi- 
cal Judgment of aiiy poor Conteſlor or 
Martyr in Matrimony, who has often found 
himſelf honour'd and obey'd with a Three- » 
footed-Stool, or a Ladle, while he's torc'd 
ty worſhip Rampant Spouſe in the ſtricteſt 
Sence. of the Word, tall upon his Kne 

to fave iis S- alders, and Adore i1s Wife 
Incarnate, as tie 114i4an does other Fiends, 
meerly 


| 


\ 
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F meerly in his own Defence, and for fear 


they ſhou*'d devour him, 

And 2lI this they can do, becauſe they 
dare. From the Evify:ng Exampies they 
lam from their Tradies, 441d read in Ro- 
mances, as Aodern Regictdes and Deban- 


| chees are hardned, by reading the At- 


chievments of cheir Predecctiors in tormer 
Ages. And if they fail to wfpire fem with 
a Fighting Familiar, they do at leaſt with 
2 loving one, which it may be will prove 
more 1mportunate, aod troub.eiume than 
the former : This renders *em 1mpertinent, 
vain, and uneafie to themſelves and others. 
They form Ridiculous and Impoſſible No- 
tions, and attempt as Abſurd Aﬀtions. 'T 15 
true, the Defenders of theſe ſort of Wri- 
tings will cell you they muſt draw their 
Hereoe ſomcthing bigger than the Life, be- 
caule ſome Allowance muſt be made for 
Diffance ; but granting this, yet what need 
of {o vaſt and minacural a diiproportion, as 
we al/molit 1iways find between a Romantic 


| andan Hiftorical Heree ? You'll fay true 


Hiſtory aftords not near ſo much Diverſi- 
on as a well penn'd Romance: But can 
your Sex be pleaſed with noth'r.g but Lies? 
er arc there not Events {1:ii: .cntly noble, 
AS well as iniiructve in Hittory, ( were 
that yourProvince,of which,more beforeyou 
and I part ) It's a ſtrange Green-Sichreſs 
fort of Appetite,w hich gcaerally and almoſt 
univerlally reigns in the Minds of —_— 
Laart 
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that nothing will down with you butTraſh 
and Wall, Trities and Bawbles, while yoy 
turn up your Noſes, and pout at whol. 
ſome Food. *Tis true, were you always 
Children, or would you but think your 
ſelves what you really are, *twou'*d he 
the beſt Excutic that cou'd be brought for 
your Coting ſo much on theſe ſort of wri- 
tings, which a witty fan ſays may be of 
very good ule ro Children, to allure fem 
to Reading, and the Study of better 
things: Bur you ſeem to make thele the 
very Top and End of your Learning, and 
neither go any further, nor deſire to do 
{o: The great Children are ti]l in ther 
Hornbooks, and very well pleaſed with 


©*m t00; or it tf;cy do take out, *ris to }- 


ſomething a Form lower than eA:/op's Fx 
bles. An infallible Proof of what has bin 
ofren aflerted by your humble Dotard;, 
that you have equal Capacity with thok 
whom Nature has juftly made your Mx 
ſters, and who leave you to take up with 
* thoſe Exerciſes, when you come to what 
ſhou'd be your Years of Diſcretion, which 
they ſoon after their Infancy learnt tode- 
ſpiſe, leaving the reading Romances, the 
making £1rt-Pyes, and playing with you 
Sex altogether. 


— 


— 


_- 


| 
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Anſwer to Letter. VIII. 


For Reading Romances. 


— . tt. _w___—_—_— 


V.- 
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By Madam GOD F RE 


apm—_r—a—_——_ 


WE never had yet, a ſhee-Qz:xote,that 
| 


I read or heard of, and therefore it 
ſeems, make not ſuch an ill uſe of Roman- 
ces, as you your ſelves who have Compos'd 


'*em. You can ſcarce Name two or three 


that were ever Written by a Woman and 
if you were the Aathors, you publiſh d 
'em with a Deſign they ſhou'd be Read, 
and we never yet knew of any Pablick At, 
dire&ed by our Maſters to-your poor Slaves, 
whereby on pain of your diſpleaſure, we 
were prohibited to read fem. *Tis hard 
however, that you put us to defend your 
Follier,as well as our own,and contrary toyorr 
ownRules Sir T--for you threaten'd us,only 
with what was peculiar to our Sex ; whence 


| "tis evident, that you are not able to hind 


any great matter againſt us, : 
For once however we'll try to ſplit the 
Hair, and leaving the Extravagance and 


ill effects of thoſe ſorts of Books, to be 
F Ge- 
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defended by their Authors, do not doubt, 
but we ſhall find a way to excsfe at leaf 
our Reading *em, and to ſuck Honey even 
out of thoic Poyſonors Flowers, with which 
you prelent us. | 

Not that you cou'd juſtly blame us, ne& 
ther were there never fo much miſchief it 
thoſe kind of Bucks, for we are, you fay 
weak and innocent Creatures, and *tis not 
ealy for us to know the deference between 
Gooa-and Evil, yer you take no manner e 
care of our Education, you leave us to Jr 
vants and Daxcing Maſters, inſtru us nd 


what to chaſe, or what to avoid; where 


you are to partial royour own Sex, that our 
Brothers have all the affiitance of ingeniow 
ſelerrature, you give fem an early tafte & 
S$12nce, and by the peruſal of Good Author, 
kifem into the //7/fom of former Age : 
We attempt to foilow fem, from the nat 
ral Principle of _ Imitation, as far as we att 


able, bur Alas ! are ſoon left for want | 


{ometo Guide us ; we then take up tome 
times with Romance, inftead of Solid Hifts 
ry, and how ſhou'd we know any better, 
when if you teach us to Write and Read, 
that's all we are to expe& roward tht 
Cultivation of our minds, and yet yal 
are fo unconſcionable to reflect upd 


us, if they happen to be more Harren then 


yours | 
But yet its un.ienyable, that both the 

Stle and the waiter of theſe Books are 0i 

{ome 


ht 
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ſhe Advantage to us : They teach us 
Words , and let us wito the  Beau- 
ties'of our own Language : They are m 
ſome ſort more inſtructive, as well as much 
more diverting than many Hiſtories: An 
Hiſtorian relates things as they really are, 
or at leaſt ought to do ſo; but a fine Ko- 
mance gives *em us as they ought to be, 
or as the Reader wou'd - wiſh *em ; he's 
ſure to bring off the prixcipal Hero, and 


Storms they meet with make their Fatare. 


' $:cceſs more agreeable to theReader,and be- 


{ides arm our Minds againſt the Reverſe of 


' Firtune. What is*t to the Purpoſe whe- 


ther the Subjets of the Relation were 
R:al or Fabulous Perſons; or if they 
cer had any real Exiſtence, whether they 
Acted or Spoke juſt as 1s there reprelent- 
ed? It every thing 1s above the Life, it 


15 not likely to make ſtronger Impreſſions 


than if it were only a faint Imitation of 
what really happen'd. Beſides, pray what 
Intallible Rule can your Wiſdoms give ns, 
whereby we may diſtinguiſh Truth from 
Falſhood in the Graveſf Hiſtorians ? T 
think you rekon. Livy none of the meaneſt, 
and wou'd you have us be ſuch very 
Oafs tro believe utins Scevols ever fpoks 


| that tine Oration, when his Fiſt was a broyl- 


2, which he has made for him? No,--- 
Il as {00n believe all Cle/iz as one Word 
on't, any more than that his Generals had 
F 2 10 


his Miffreſs Triumphant and Happy : The. 
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nothing elſe in their Heads juſt before Ex 
gagements, than to make tine Oration| 
which it is not likely the thouſandth par 
of their Army couf'd ever hear: | 

And when we add to this,the baſe Part: 
ality, Flattery, Prejudice, Intereſt, Malin 
which we find in moſt Hiſtorians, an 
which we lie fo bare, that even we can {eeit 
Vices, wherewith none can charge our Im 
cent Romances; this will in great part excuk 
our reading the latter, and being leſs con 
cern'd'that'we can't fo often come by th 
former. 


But*ryet further, none can deny bu} 


that here are excellent Examples « 
Courage, Fiaclity, Chaſtity ana Obeatent, 
of the {tkriRteſt and the niceſt Honour and 
Virtue that can eafily be any where found, 
which we hope are not the worſe for being 
deſcrib'd, in an agreeable Stile, and Dt 
verting manner. . 

As for thole who doat on fem to that de 

ree that you repreſent, as we don't d& 
End *'em, 10 we doubt not but many mor 
of your Sex are guilty of ſuch Extrave 
gancies, becauſe we are generally other: 
wile employ'd, and only read *em now and 
then for Diverſion; but y ou, when - you 
are once at your own Diipoſal, muſt & 
that or worſe, and therefore arc more un 
verſally be/orted with fem. 


Racbel Gofrey 
LET- 


hi 


IOT 


The Female ar. 


LE TI'LE & Ms 


That a Black-a-moor Woman 
is the greateſt Beauty. | 
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T ake fem as they come, for I don't pre- 
tendPower of Creation,and none who is 
without it can bring any order out of a Sex 
that's all confufoy. This Bomb is levelFd 
direaly againſt one Angle of your Priae, 
and I hope will lay it low enough. You 
enerally ſhow that Judgment for which 

ome ſo much admire you, in being moſt 
pleas'd with the vaineſ# and moſt ria:cnlons 
things you can think of, among which I 
may juſtly reckon your complextons : I call 
em 50x75 on {uppofition you came honeſt 
by *em, and that they were fairly bought 
and paid for : But ſuppoling for once you 
ſhou'd be beholden to Nat#re only for fem, 
and Art had nothing to do in their Compe- 
#tion, han't you, think you, great reaſon to 
ve Proud of what a Talip emoys in ſo much 
EF 4 greater 
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greater perfetticn, and yet a ſinking »/cle/; 
Flywer after all ; Good for nothing, but 
'tke your ſelves, to 'be fet a rop of a Cup. 
bord, oradorn a Chimnez? Nature has hoy- 
ever 1n one thing been fo c:vi/ to manking, 
that we can't but aamire both her Kinaveſ, 
and her J«ftice. She has generally given 
you a marh, that the you flatter your 
{elves, you may not be able to decerve us, 
and the Fairer you are---I'l1 only fay, we 
know you are net the wiſer. Bur after all, 
fince there witl be ſome womaniz'a Fools of 
» ur own Sex, that can't be kert from run- 
ning mad {or the ctfide of a 5kin, and Goat- 
ing on a fine Complexicn, I ſhall prove, to 
martify their Pride and you's, tnit a acſpitd 
Wereſs 1s really a greater Zearty then all 


our Finieal chalky-fac'd Emropean Laates ; | 


he Su» has but hal/-bahed you, you are 
not arrivd to the perfe&tion of A1x//atter, 
much leſs are fnch fini/hþ'd pieces, tych 
double refin'd Earthen ware as the charm- 
ing Nrgro Ladies. 


. Dye ſtart at the very thoughts of 1 ucha | 
Compariſon, and Pray what reaſon. 2 You 


are-all Blacks as ſoon as the [partial Neght 
has drawn her Yeil over the World, and 
elapt her Velvet ak on the Face of Na- 
ture. And who knows whether you are 
not'ſo by day too? Nothing more deceitful 
then Coloxr, your Hearts are hardly greater 
Ehedts then Your Faces: You more progen 
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ly appear to be then are, and all your Red 
and White may have no more reality then 
the gawdy Colours of the Rainbow : And 
wou*'d you be perſwaded to part but with 
as much of your k!, as you cover with 
one indifferent patch, 1 can't tell but a 
good Microſcope wou'd ſhow fo much 
deformity 1n't, that-1t might almoſt make 
you out of Love with your ſelves. How 
Yellow and Tawry might it appear? What 
an odious /cxrf upon it 2 How many Ar- 
mics of Living-Creatures. might we there 
diſcover 2 Moſt of which conveniences, 
"tis very probable a Darker Face never 
has, for *twou*'d be but #/4<k i:1l}, and 
perhaps much ſmoother and ſofter then 
gours, If you don't in your own Judg- 
ment give the Garland to a Black Beanty, 
wity are you all fo fond of Patches ? If 
'tis an addition to your Charms to have 
a. part of your Face of that Coloxr, muſt 
you not y:c/4 to theirs who are ſo all o- 
ver ? "Tis true, they have ſome among 
tm, Ber» much after the ſame manner 
that you are areſt, ſome motly fac'd Crea- 
tures 3 with fick unwholeſom Complexi- 
ens : But then theſe are hated and ab- 
horr'd amongſt fem. They reckon that 
the Leproſy or the Plagae, which you at- 
tet and admire : They make theſe their 
Conurers and Witches, and with Congrui- 
'y enough to their opinion, that the De- 
F 4 vil 
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vil himſelf is white, and accordingly th 
paint him in that manner ; and I believe il 
our Emropean World are 1o far of their 
mind, that they believe there's more dan- 
ger in white-Witches and white-Devils (tho 
old Wives ſay, nothing that's hurtful can 
appear in that Colour) then in the black- 
eſt, uglieſt, ſmoak-dry'd Hag or Fiend, 
that ever yet frighted the World. 

Nor can you deny, that their Complex:- 
9 is infinitely more /a/tizg then yours, 
the conlequence whereof ſeems to be that 
"Tis alſo more perfect. A Fright, a fit of 
Siekneſ7, a cold, an Ague changes your, 
diſt ur 4 and alters like theſe lower Regi- 
ons, While theirs are like the pare eAither 
above, free from all Storms ang Alterati- 
' on; 3 or rather like the ſpace beyond the 
World, there's ſomething in it that's ve- 
nerable and almoſt divine, and it re- 
mains undiſturb'd in the Serenity of Dark- 
neſ?. 

at ſurely there are the ZBeanties of 
the mind too, as well as of the Boay, and 
thoſe as much more Charming, as well as 
lafting, then the other, as you think your 
Faces beyond a Negro's : But if you once 
come to a Compariſon there, Pars him- 
ſelf wou'd give it againſt you. What is 
there that makes a Wife hand/omely-hu- 
mour*d, but Inaxſtry, Fidelity, Humility, 
and Obedience? And where can Exrope ſhow 
us any thing of theſe, like what we find 1n 
he African Laates ? Even 


——— 
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Even the poor Slaves enjoy theſe Firtnes 
to Admiration, One of fem ſhall be more 
vefyl, and do more work then a whole Se- 
raglio of Lazy ,white-liver'd Europeans, In- 
deed they are good Slaves, and conſequently 
Anſwer the ena for which Nature invented 
their Sex : Will patiently endure Hanger, 
Cold, or any Hardſhip : No Gollipings to 
torment ye, no coſtly Lyings-in, or Charch- 
ings to Plagize and Raine ye, but as foon as 
Pickaninny's Born, and ſoundly ſowft in the 
next cold water they meet with, up it goes 
upon the Adorhers Back, and no further 
trouble about 1t. ; 
Then they are the humble/t, docibleſt, 
molt obeazent Creatares; O, that every Eng- 
liſþ Lady-wife had one of *em in her Houle, 
for an Example, or wou'd bur often look 
upon Behas [moinaa tor the fame reaſon. It 
may be, it might work ſome good upon 
ye, and the poor Heathens might ſhame ye 
into Daty and Obedience, When I wonder 
ſhall we {ee one of you ſo meekly, fo gently 
hold out your Mecks, like innocent Zambs , 
when your Lord and Hzsband intimates his 
will andpleafure, that you ſhou'd reſign your 
Lives to his DiſpoſaP But I can't tell how far 


.luch bright Examples may work upon ye: 


You may have ſomething of Generoſity, 


"ſome Sparks of noble Emulation yet remain- 


ing, and F'll not yet deſpair of ye, but that 
in time You may all come to be Imainda's, 
In every thing but her End, MW. Bexford. 


F5 Anſwer 
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Anſwer to Letter 1X. 


By SAP HO. 


— 
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OUR Judgment we ſee is fo ſound, it 

cannot be mended, but 50x ought,Sir, 
to have a better Aemory, or at leaſt area- 
aier Invention; finceinAn{wer to my Friends 
Eſſay in Defence of our Sexes Ornaments, 
Jos politively afhrm that Beaxty 1s more 
than Fancy, and that tis a wide Miſtake, 
that a Black is equally beautitul with an 
Emnropean ; but it fervid your turn then, 
whereas *twas now againſt ox ; ſince the 


gontraryPropofttion wou'd help you to a ſorry 


Reflett5ex upon our Sex, you chopt at itas 
grecdily as poſſible, and Black's hte, and 
White, Black in the fame moment. | 

We ſhall never fight fair if we know'noe 
where to meet y9#, and we-can fcarce ex- 
peRt that, when you don't know it y0xr (elf, 
for one-quarter of an Hour. 

However, pray take this along with ox, 
before we come to the errts of the Casſe, 


that Fomen are neither the moſt fickle Crea- 


tures in the World, nor the only Perforis 
thar vary their Minds according to the 


©ccaſion.,. 


And 
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- And now for yewr pleaſant Paradox, — 
at the very firſt ſight whereof, one had 
need be very Charitable, not to (ulpe& Year 
HoneSty. , Pray, were you ever athoar at 
St, Torarnna, or can you clear your 1eif that 
you've had no Trading in the Pl/artat:i- 
ons? or any lovely Female Black of your 
own, on whom like another ——— 1ox 
have bin. paſhonately enamour'd ? This,in- 
deed, wou'd be ſome fort of Excule tar 
your Ingenwity, but I can't tell what to ſay 
to your /7rtxe, That's in your own keep- 
ing, Mr. P. as well as your Reputation ; 
and (to hope the beſt) if you have a Mind 
to make your bright Sabra a Lady, Iknow 
not who can hinder or. 

But yet, as a Friend, give "me leave to 
adviſe yow : We have bin acquainted of old, 
Mr. B. tho grown a little ſtranger now. 
Come, yor*ve a fine Gentlewoman, and do 
but make it fairly your own Caſe ; Sup- 
poſe you ſhou'd pattonately love a fine La- 
dy, and ſhe ſhould have no more fenle nor 
modeſty than to 4sat upon forne Dwusky O- 
thelio among her Footr.ex ; ſome thard-fa-. 
vourd, thick lipp'd, Deg nos d, Heathen- 
11h Wretch, and re! uſe yow Aaareſſes, and 


; throw her ſeit into 11s Aras, as the Spa-. 


riſh Lady manag d matters with the Afoor 
m the Srable; priy how woud you like 
this? and ſhou'd ye, think ye, be over- 
ſparing of your Cerſares on ſuch an Occa- 
ſ10n ? I verily believe ou woud not, and 


03 The female war, 
F know not who cou'd blame ye. But pray 
then do but be at the pains to turn the 


Scales, and put your elf in the conti wy 
nce. 


VVhy ſhou'd ſo many, not-coMemptible + 


Ladies, /angai/h tor you, and you more cru- 
el than an Hyrcanian Tygar ? But Ill fay 
no more, only wiſh tor your own ſake, 
that you had omitted this one fara! Cor- 
feſſmg Letter, which as good as declares the 
Reaſon why you are ſo very angry with all 
our Exropean Laates. 

Let it be as it will, we muſt defend our 
ſelves, and if pcflible, will maintain the 
Ancient unqueſtion'd Prerogative of our 
Sex, in all Controvertlies toe have the lat 
word. 

I much wonder, when your hand was 
in, that you did not afirm a Black Laay 
Was as - as a White, as wel: as veantiful, 
fince a fair Lady, and a Beaxty have never 
bin thought in our Language, very ditte- 
rent from one another. 

But who knows not whether we are not 
all Blacks. by Day, as well as by Night > 
True, Mr. &.—and a very ſhrowd Obler- 
vation. But then y0# muſt conlider it re- 
turns — Who knows but your Blacks too 
are Whites? And then we areſtill even—or 
you may, if yox pleaſe, ring the Changes, 
and make one the other, till zo have 
mingled us ſo, that yow-know not which is 
which, nor how to part us. , 
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I thought yo had bin a better Ph:loſo« 
pher than to ſay the Night is Black, You 
can't ſay ſo of the Air; which, as I re- 
member, our Friend, Mr. Boyle, ſays, 1s 
Diaphanors and of no colour at all. What 
is1t then, our- Faces, which you ccmpli- 
ment in that manner, but with as little 
Truth or Reaſon For how can yo# lay 
they are Black when yox cannor fte *em 2 
for if 90-4 do that, ox plainly diicover they 
are of another niew. 

Belides, if we are all Black, why do you 
preferr others before us? Bur alas, tis too 
late to complain. | 

We cannot tell indeed what we might 
appear, if you look'd upon us witli a pair 


of Virruoſo Speftacles, but then you'd do 
well to contider Mr. B, - that we *'may in 
Juſtice expect the lame Advantage, waich 
might be a greater Inconventerice to os, 
than y0# imagine. For who knows but 
we ſhoud diſcover that Rxb)-Face of 
yours was actually all a Fire, and ten or 
twelve Squadreys and Battalions of intle 
Gentlemen belongihg to ſome inviſible 
Enſarance Office thereabouts, carry:ng Buc- 
kets of Claret to quench it? How /the to- 
ever our Faces may be to the Rainvow, we 
(know what yours 1s; the Colonrs there we 
are Certain are real, and drhe any Aficre- 
ſcope to preſent us with greater Fariety. 
Your Black Laaies have, we mutt con-. 
ts, this undeniable Advantage over = 
mat 
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that their Faces can never be worſe: 
Well, Sympathy 1s a thing not to be dil. 
puted againſt, and who can blame ox for 
admiring *em? 

If they grow Pale and White with Sick- 
neſs, we grow Dark and B1&ck, and fo far 
you can't give *em the Preheminence. 

But their Humours, yow ſay, are more 
Beautiful: Yes, doubtleſs, for Nature ge- 


nerally takes Care to fit a fair Sox! with 


a beautiful Body, of which, Mr. B. you are 
an Inſtance beyond Diſputation. 

. When you tell us plainly what you'd be 
at, and what yo expe&t from us, when 
504 areſo ingenuous to own nothing wou'd 
content you,but the baſeſt degree of Subjec- 
tion and Servitude, and drily perſuade us 
that there's a wonderful Virtne in planting 
Tobaceo, and having our Throats cut ; you 
muſt excuſe us, Mr. B. if the V/oman be- 
gin to ſtir a little, and we have laid you 
more open than ever we intended. Fight 
fairer for the future, and we promiſe os 
that you will meet with fa ror Enemies. 


Saph. 


þ 
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| —Against Naked Breafts. 
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| ny of your Sex are guilty of, or let it 
quite alone, ſince it may be the beſt 
way to keep Men from ventaring on you 
in a Zyp, wou'd be to ſhow fem fuch a 
Nanſeous Sample. 
-—_ However, on ſecond thoughts, fince you 
- } lay your Baits ſo fair, I think it may be of 
4 ſome ſervice to let the #7wary know what 
Poiſon lies hid under fem, and to ſet up a 
mark near the dangerous Rocks of ſuch miſ- 
| chievous Lana-Syrens, who not content 
with thoſe broad Signs, hung out in their 


c 
1 
1 reprove this fulſome Vanity, which ſoma- 
$ 
; 
J 


| | ' Eyes and Faces to force a Trade, muſt ex- 
; 


J pole their Goods too upon the very Stalls 
that all may know what they dcal in.. And 

\ are theſe the only remains of your Grandmo- 
'  thers [mnocency ? Is your meaning,in throw- 
ing olt a part, to perſwade us you cou'd if 
You 


Am ſcarce well reſotvd,whether I ſhou'd 
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you pleasd, as eati!y be without the whale, 
and that you are really willing to turn Aaa- 
mites, if you cou'd but have any Encou- 
ragement to renew tne f//1072 2 Or rather 
to imitate your Painted Anceſtors, dittering 
but in. this, that you dawb your Faces on- 
ly, while they laid it on equally, and 
bluſ}*d all over ? 

If you want 2 Pretident in this Age, you 
may hnd enough among the Ajricars and 
Cannibals, wh have even outdone you 1n 
this inſtance of C:ility and good Breeding, 
you #ncover a gi cat part, wiule they keep as 
little co. e749, y 

Were you oblig'd to fuck an hara/hip as 
this, by the Laws of God or Man,and forc'd 
to expole titule tender parts to the Incle- 
menc1es of the weatiier, and the rowugh ia- 
lutes of Uur Northera Air, there iwou'd necd 
no more to exaſperate you to the laſt de- 
gree, to make you all turn Atheiffs and 
Rebels. 

What was cloathing made for ? And why 
d'ye thus Lare, and rempt mankind 
to your mutual Deſtrattion > Why dye ex- 
poſe thoſe fatal Glaſſes to barn our Eyes 
out, to #/:ad and entlave and ruine us ? 

How contrary is this to the cuttomi of all 
modeſt and wirtrous women, I mean thoſe 
who would pats for ſuch, in all Places and 
Ages > The very Aricans Veil themiclves 
from Head to Foct, and their Cozen-Ger- 
mans, the Spaniards, are not leſs careful : 
While 
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While we, who have more need of cover- 
my 1n our climate, unveil as much as for. 
ſhame, we are able. 

There's ſcarce any Creatare, but is Veil*d 
by Nature with /2mething or other, to Learn 
us that piece of mogefty, but you are per- 
verſe Schollars, and don't much regard her 
Iſtrattions : Nay, the has given you Hair, 
which if you'd cher:/Þ, wou'd it may be 
ſuſhciently -i4e you : If you are then for 
appearing purely as Nature made you, let 
that but hang «i/Heve/Fd about .your Ears 
and *twill be ſome relzef to our Eyes, and 


- not put ſuch an apparent Rape upon our 


Sexes modeſty. 

In what other thing can you pretend to 
be either like 7Tr#th, or Innecence, but that 
you are {o very fond of appearing in the ſame 
manner? 

If pame does naturally attend Naked- 
neſs, when there's yet any the leaſt Foot- 

teft of native Ingenuity and Modeffy 3 
unleſs you have either no gwi/t or no ſhame, 
Learn to buſh and to amend, | 
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plextion anct Converſation. But even when a 


Anſwer to Letter X. 


"- 


E] Ifcerning Vahed Breaſts. 
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Hat you begin to rank your own Gr4- 

_ vity among the 0/4 Fa(hionfd Gentle- 
men, we need no more to evince then this 
laſt Letter, for you Preacit very earnef! 
azain{t the vices of your own times, which 
are now almoſt forgorten, I wonder we 
han't another Letter againſt Faraingales, 
anc a Pathetich Reclamation, or two, after 
your way, concerning the horrid {candal 
they give to Per/or5 of your modeſt Com- 


3 


hctle of riie Neck was more uſually ſeen in 
our Dreſſes, then tis now, Pray what Harm 
in't, or what more wou'd there be, ſhou'd 
we think ft to: take it up again? *Tis cool 
in S:zmmer, and hardens us againſt Winter, 
and why do you blame it 2 11 to him that 
thinks i//, tho it's hard we muſt mew our | 
ſelves up, and keep quite out.o* fight, on 
purpole to prevent vaur Scanaalous Imagina- i 
tions, Which yet there wou'd be ſome prc- 
tence for, were there any hopes to rec/aim 
you, 


wd 
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307, or make yo# ever the better; for isit 
not frequent for you to own that ox are 
moſt mad tor what is kept the moſt ſtriftly 
from you, and conſequently ſuch Sights 
as you exclaim againit, thou'd by y9#r own 
wav of Reaſoning, make yoz more Chaſte 
and Yirtwazzs, Wou'd you have us hide our 
Faces too, and very Hamas, and never di{- 
cover either before yore, leſt we ſhou'd give 
Umbrage to ſo ſevere a 7irtwe; ang pray, 
why then are you {o backward to fet us an 
Example? You ſay our Sex 1s more Am0- 
rows than yowrs, ſpare then at leaſt our 
Blafhes and our Modeſty; wear Has\s out 
of p#ty to. your (elves and us. 

Hide thoſe lovely rofie Faces,thoſe charm- 
"g pinking Ey's, as languiſhing as a Pigs, 
when *ris rotten roaſted. Expoſe not thoſe 
killing Teeth, which grind the Hearts of our 
frail Sex to Powder, being ſcorch'd long 
before in the Oven of: Aﬀection, by the 
Flames of our Paſſion, while you are un- 
kind and regardleſs. R 

* O turn that lovely golden Grove away, 

* That ſhines on either Lip, like Cheeks 

* of riſing Day. | 

In ſhort, be ſo kind to take your ſelves 
quite out of Sig/#, and for ever remanm 10. 
Alas! how hard a Sentence, to prevent any 


" further Miſchief, = 
| Elizabeth Wood. 
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LEI 4ER XI. 


Againit Painting, and other 
Artificial Beauty. 
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By Sir WILLIAM — 
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V 7 Hat - are you not content with Your 
Native Miſckiefs? Thoſe Poiſons 
that are born with you ; your Eyes, your | 
Voice, your Faces; but you muit be be- |] 
holding too to Art for our xndong, and 
attack us with Auxiliary Deltructions > 
Where will your Malice end, and what can 
keep pace with it but your Pride and Ya- 
nity ? X 

Wou'd you give us once ſome 
Infallible Mark, to know you from your 
ſelves— I mean what parts of you are Real, 
and what Aſcititious, aud Unnatural ; for 
*tis the oddeſt 1aolatry in the World to 
bow down to the Excrements of a Worm, 
to adore Spaniſh VVool, and Chalk, and Ver- 
milton. 

What a high degree of Pride 15 it to find | 
Fault with what Nature has madeyou, to 
mend the Work of the great {-tificer ? 
So Scandaleus and Il-jounding a Practice, 
that I'd fain hope molt Honeſt and I 77 tmors 
Women were-now aſham'd one, And 
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And yet tho* there's few of your Sex 
but find 1t neceſlary to pretend ar leaſt to 
thoſe Chara&ters, how many of fem are 
there who lay it onas thick on their own 
Faces, as the old Painters did on the Co- 
pies of others; you wou'd think they 
made uſe of a Trowel inſtead of a Pencil, 
and make ſuch ftrong Work, you were al- 
moſt as good touch a-new-plaiſter'd Wall 
as one of their Faces. 

Either you are already as. handſome as 
you think your ſelves, or as errand Dow- 
dies as every Whoremaſter rhinks his own 
VVice, or elſe indifferent ;---a Lay of one 
with tfother, neither Foul enough to have 
the ſame Eftect with Atimony, on touch- 
ing you, nor ſo wickedly Charming, as to 
drive your poor Yaſſals to Hemp ind Dag- 
gers; and in which foever of theſe Forms 
you'll rank your ſelves, I ſee no need of 
this Dawbing, nor what advantage you can 


. propoſe by ir. 


— 


If ynu are handſome already, you may 
learn from all the Core Ladies who uſe it, 
that Pammring is the readieit way to make 
you Grandams before your times; you 
muſt expe& to look old, at leaſt Twenty 
Years ſooner. 

Tis like mending deep ways with Dirt, 


you muſt be perpetually laying on, Load- 


after Load, or the #nfaſhionable V Vrinkles 
will deyour all your Laboxr. 4 


You 
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You know your ſelves it poiſons the 
$+/, and ruins the Complexion, and yet 
you'll not be; beat off on't, fo, fond you 
are of menaing Natnure, and of a Beauty 
that can endure neither Fire nor Air, Heat 
nor Rain, which laſts not ſo long asa 
Flowers; and which, as it ſoon withers 
it ſelf, ſo will wither you too when it 
leaves You. | 
If you are Indiferent, be contented, and 
thank N.uzre, for neither having made 
you a Monſter of Defermity nor Seanty: 
For your Gig-atick Beauty 1s certainly 
monſtrous in £xce/7, as well ss others in 
Defect,and like the poor Gyants in. Roman- 
ces, mult be (ure to beAfowr o'rethwart, or 
Cleft downright,---ſooner than any in all the 
Army.--Since then 7ou have-already all you 
can reaſonably defire, aud are in a more 
happy Condition than either of the Ex- 
treams; for what reaſon is't that you'd ven- 
ture ſuch an Alteration,asmult byTurns ex- 
poſe ye to both the Oppolite Inconvenien- 
cs ? Youlll at fhirit, ic may be, think you 
lcok very Charming, which will /9 all the 
real or ſuppoſed Beaxties about your Ears, 
and *©* She Paints---s the Word of Batile, 
which they'll all whiſper round, tho* they 
have it on ſo thick thcimſeives, that their 
Faces are like to ftick to one another. 
But after rhis «aavara Floarih, which 1t 
may be, for a little while you may make 
by this Artificial Beanty, you at laſt find 
| your 


— 
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our felf on the ſudden, tumbling into the 
weſt laſs of all,---that of Real Deformity, 
And well remember'd for poor Doway, 
who was in danger of being quite forgot- 
ten:---There ſhe fits, tearing her Face, 
breaking her Glaſles, ſhovelling it on, 
and rendring her telf a thouſand times 
more ghaſtly than when ſhe was firſt 
Cubd'd.--- Like the poor YYVexch that came 
to a Country Painter on a Farir-aay, reſolv- 
ing to be a little finer than Ordinary, and 
gave the Fellow a Shilling to Patnt her, 
which the Rogue did with a Vengeance 
making her a #vIze Noſe, blact Lips, Green 
Cheeks, ſcarl:t Eyebrows, and the reft pro- 
portionable; that when ſhe came abroad, 
ſhe ſcar*d all the Fair, as if one of the 
Tgars or Lyons had broke loole amongſt 
em. 
- And pray, Madam, why can't you be 
fatisfy*d with all the Tgelineſs you were 
born with 2 *T'was a fair Por#0x. and one 
wou'd think you ſhouf'd not'be ſo over-co- 
vetons, to avgment 1t. 
Nothing will ever go well that's un- 
dertaken 1n ſpite of Natwre: The Bear 
may as well ter up for a Philefopher, the 
Bully for a General, or your Holbourn-Heck, 


for a Stateſman ( or what's next door to't, 


an Alzermzz) as you bea Beaxty, without 
asking Natare leave ; and the more like you 
are without being one, ox are ſti]1l the more 
deform'd. Thote Adonkey Aﬀectations will 

—_— render 
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render you ſtill more Ridiculous and 
Odious. 

Endeavour then to ſet your Mind ftrait, 
which 1s in your own Power; make that 
well-complexion'd and beantiful, and thus 
render your ielf defirable and amiable, 
which you may obtain with more Certain 
than if you had the fineff Body in theWorld 

For after all, Ladies, nothing is more 
demonſtrable than that *tis not a fine 
Face only that either obtains Love, 
or preſerves it, which takes off your laſt 
Pretences for theſe Artificial eltoration, 
as you call fem, that ycu uſe fem out of an 
. honeſt Intent, to get good Hrbanas, or 
to hold faſt thew Hearts, when you have 
<*em once in your Clutches : Nothing of that 
will cure a rambling Mind; the likelieft 
way to do it is, by being quiet and oblige- 
ing, which at leatt will make you your 
felt more Eafe and Happy, 

Bur I forgot ] had quarreli'd with your 
whzle Sex, tor which Reaſon you ought not 
to expect to have any of this good Advice 
from me: However, I imagin *twill be 
much the ſame thing, and that you are 
more YVomen than- to make any uſe on't. 


\ 
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Anſwer to Letter XI. 
{ſn Defence of Artificial Beauty. 
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By Madam GODFREY.--- 


"OI 


wed 


Your main Argument -againſt our Sex 
2 in this particular proves t90 mwch, and - 
therefore nothing at all : We cannot make 
uſe of a little innocent 4, in order to 
leaſe and oblige you, and e your 
Fekle hearts, bux you exclaim immediately 
that: we are for quarrelling Natare; that we 
are guilty of intolerable Pride and Vawiry, 
and diſcontented with him that made us : 
And why do you not bring the ſame acca= 
for wearing Cloaths, or 
{uch Coloxrs as we find moſt become us---as 
you your wigs according to your Complexi- 
on 7 Deformity is not Netware, and conle- 


: quently one. that endeavours to hide her 


crookedneſs' for , Example, only {trives to 

throw: that 

behind the ſcenes which wou*'d not fo well 
a prblick view, 

 Natare it {elf endeavours to hide whatever 


1s undecent and wunſeemly: If-we do the 
G lame 
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ſame we only imitate her, and you cannot 
blame us for it without great /j«ftice. 
But you will perhaps ſay, what is all this 
to Painting and Dawbing our Faces, at 
which you are ſo highly ditpleas'd ? Yes, it 
affe&s even that ſo much, that it takes off 
yeur greateſt obje&ion againſt it, that it is 
mending the work of Nature, which cer- 
tainly may be #mncently attempted, ' or at. 
leaſt rectifying her miſtakes ; otherwiſe you 
could not Cat a Hair-Lip, or a Wer, that 
hinder'd the /gb:, which you will hardly 
fay is unlawful. | 
Whatever then the Inconveniences may 
be, in any ſuch PraRices, they can hardly 
amount toany more then what may be fan- 
cy'd in many ſorts of Dreſſes, which may 
appear a little oy at firſt, but uſe and'cu- 
ſtom reconciles *em : And this 1s ſo evident, 


even of the point that is here moſt in con | 


troverſy between us, that in ſome Comntreys 
of Emrope it is ſo far from being Scary 
{oxs, that the Laays let their Lovers hold 
their Glaſſes to fem, while they are og 
themſelves, who eſteem it asa favosr, 4 
are no ways diſpleas'd at it. 

You are as 4zgry, I perceive, with all kind 
of waſhes as you are with Painting it ſelf, 
and I muſt confeſs, with almoſt as much 
reaſon. For what is Paint but a little more 
ſubiantial waſh, which laſts ſomething /in- 


&?, or is more vi/ible then the other ? 
| But 


Cl <td ah « a 
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But if you are againſt any of thoſe, if 
you are ſo Zealoxs againſt a little innocent 
Water, to clear the Face from Freckles, or 
any ſuch inconvenience, we may ſhortly 
expett you will forbid us Fownrain-Water 
too, and we muſt not have leave to waſh in 
that, becaule it looks like Pride, and being 
diſcontented with Nature, Nay, we may 
carry it yet higher, for all know ſome ſort 
of Water, as 'tis ſimply taken from the 
Well, will add a florida Coloar to the Face,and 
both increa% and preſerve the Beauty : But 
will 5ou likewiſe abridge us of {ſuch as theſe, 
or are you reſolv'd to deny us, the mo 
comtuon 3leſ#ngs of Nature ? 

You dare not lay it is #»/awf#l! to remove 
any thing, even from the Face it ſelf whic 
renders it deform'd, or wunpleaſing to the 
SpeQators: If you thought ſo, you would 
ſearce pratice quite contrary to your opini- 


| on: It is Slain, that nature delign'd Man a 


Grave and Awful Creature : It gave you 
Bearas to ſtrike us with Reverence : way 
then do you exvy your ſelves ſuch an Aa- 
vantage ? - What mean all theſe Fa/pballr, 
and Tweezers, and Razors, and Depilatories 


| which you uſe once or twice a week, and all 


that you may look like womwer, whom you 
{o much deſpiſe 2 
Bug what is yet much more inexcuſable, 
you have many of you now Learnt to patch, 
nay to Paint as well as we. If you had as 
Lawjul an Excuſe for this as the omen 
p an 
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and did uſe theſe Arts meerly to pleaſe 
Four Wives, as we do to oblige our Hus- 


ands, ,none could juſtly blame you : But 
we have reaſon to fear there is ſomething 
worle at the bottom : It is not for nothi 
you rail atall Women; Orphexs did it 
and you know the reaſon, and he met with 
too caly a Puniſhment. 
_ You are very careful to Communicate 
your grave advice to all our Sex, whether 
Beaxnties or otherwiſe ; but in this one 
thing you are Hg ONHONS, when you own 
do not expe& 1t will have any t effet | 
npon us. No'body Loves to have you 
Connſel crammf'd down their Throats, and 
ro take it like Pills, or a Pottion ; befides 
ſhould a dzeclar'd Enemy juſt before an En. 
agement, Or in the very heat of Fight han 
uch an extraordinary qualns of Civil | 
come upon him, as ro defire you to taſte of 
a Cordial that he carry'd. about with him, 
would not you, to return his Compliment, 
dchre him to taſte ir before you, and think 
that after him was manners ?. Which if he 
refus*d, you would have juft reaſon to' ful- 

& that all was not tight ar-bortom. But 
Fa 15 here, You give us forme Ee De 

7 


cnments '\againſt Vanity, Pride, Iifiaeby, 
Scerrility, Inconffancy, and a hundred other 
vices, when your own Sex ſo notoriovſl 
wants, reformation, in, all chofe inftancs 
more then ors. And yuu do this in a'tow! 
and Magiſterial manner, 'when you” afe at 

opa 


» 


The Female War, 125 
Wars againſt us, which looks not fo 
much like kind admonitions, as awjuſt re- 
proaches,for when you your felves, who call 
us your S/aves, and at leaſt make us your 
moſt Humble Subjects, at the ſametime you 
ive us ſuch good I»ſtracrions, never value 
w much you #»ravel *em all vy lew'd Ex- 
amples, it wou'd be a miracle if we ſhou'd 
not be more injur'd by oxe, then profited by . 
the other, | 
I ſhall here reſt our Defence againſt this 
Head of Accuſations, when I have obſervd 


| one thing more to our Sexes Advantage, 


from your own Conceſſions in this Letter - 
You don't deny but we often ule theſe 
fort of Arts to pleaſe you, and that virtu- 
ouſly and honeſtly ; you further aſlure vs, 
that ſuch methods will extreamly decay our 
Faces, and make us old before our time : 
Now take all this for Tr«th, and reflect up- 
on it again, and try if you can bluſh at 
your own Gratitude : For if we ſuffer {© 
much, and part with what 1s ſo dear to us, 
only te pleaſe you for a little while, certain- 
ly we ſhou'd deſerve ſomething better from 
you, then reproaches for. our dear Complai- 


faxce in thoſe matters. - 


Rachel Golfre ooo 
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A ſecond Anſwer to Letter XI. 


Further provimg, T bat Women 
ought to Paint, 


mt. 


By another Hand. 
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FP Oulneſs is Loathſome : Can that be | 
which helps it ? Who forbids hb | 
Beloved to gird in her waſte 2 To mend | 
by ſhoeing her uneven Lameneſs ? To | 
burniſh her Teeth ? Or to perfume her 
' Breath ? Yet that the Face be more pre- 
 eiſely regarded, it concerns more : For as 
open confefling finners are always puni- 
ſhed, but the wary and concealing of- 
fenders without Witneſs, do it alſo with 
out Puniſhment ; ſo the ſecret parts 
need the leſs reſpe& ; but of the Face, 
cifcoyered to all Examinations and Sur- 
veys, there is not too nice a Jealouly. | 
Nor doth it onely draw the buſy Eys,| 
but it is ſubje& to the divineſt touch of 
all, to kifing, the ſtrange and m__—_ 
08 


men 
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Union of Souls If ſhe ſhould proſtitute 
her ſelf to a more unworthy Man than 
thy ſelf, how earneſtly and juſtly would'ft 
thou. exclaun 2 That for want of this 
eafter and ready way oft repairing, to 
betray her Body to ruin and defor uty 
(rhe T; ranous Raviſhers, ana ſuddain De- 
floarers of ail Women) what a heinous 
Aduiter. is 1©2 Whar thou lovelt mm her 
Face is Colorr, and Painting gives that, 
but thou harett it, not becauſe it 1s, but 
becaule . thou knoweſt it. Foal, wham 
norance makes happy, the Stars, the 
Sun, the Sky whom thou adnureit, alas, 
have no Ce/rur, wut are fair, becaule 
the; ſeem to be coloured : If this feem- 
ing will nt. ſatisfy thee in her, thou 
hait good aſſurance of her Coloxr, when: 
thou teeſt her lay 1t on. If her Face be 
Painted on a Board or Wall, thou wi:t 
Love it, and the Board, ani the Wait : 
Canic thou Joath it then when it ſpeaks, 
ſmiles, and kiffes, becauſe it is Parned > 
Are we not more delighted with ſeeing 
Birds, Fruits, and Beaſts Painrea then we 
are with Naturals ? And do we not with 
pleaſure behold the Painted ſhape of 
Monliters and Devils, whom true, we durſt 
not regard ? We repair the ruins of our 
nouſes, but firlt cold tempelts warns us 
of 1t, and bires us through it ; we mend 
th? wrack” and itains of our Apparel, 
bur firſt our Eyes, and other Bodies are 
«.. Ws ottend 
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offended ; but by this Providence of We- 
men, this is prevented. If in K://ing or 
Breathing upon her, the Painting tall off, 
thon art angry, wilt thou be fo, if it 
tick on 2 Thou didſt Love her, if thou 
beginneſt to hate her, then *tis- becauſe . 
The is not Painted. If thou wilt fay | 
now, thou didſt hate her before, thou 
didft hate her and love her together, be 
conſtant in ſomething, and love her who 
thews her great Jove to thee, in taking 
this pains to ſeem Jovely to thee. 


LETTER XC 


Againſt Women's Managing 
, Buſineſs. S., 


By Sir THOM AS 
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HAT Howſe 18 likely to ſtand very + 


firm whoſeFoundation is on a Weather- 


exch, and that Family or Eftate to be wow- - 


derfully well managed, which is left to - 
Woman's Prudence: Yet tho* they have nej-. 


ther Capacity for Buſme/ſ7, nor Reſolution : - 


to go thorough with T, they'll till be med--* 
dling with it, and *tis as impoſſible to keep-- -- 


'em from it, as *tis a Bee from a Honey-por, * 


tho* like him, theyfre ſure to chain 1 
Wings up, and to be {oF in the pleaſe 
Quagmire: But yet more exculable us, the 
Animal that carries its Sting behing.only, 


than the other, who is a perte&t Amphisbe- 


n4; for the former has its Sexe to gratifie, - - 
; andit may be its Huxger; and if 1t once * 
gets out, carrys home its ſweet Plunger, and - - 


1s profitable ro the whole Commenneatth.- 
But the latter, oat of an empry Ambitos; 
and forthe dear pleaſure of Ruling,o 


I 


_ 


being- - 
neceflary, of giving - rders, and diſpofing 
S w- 


. 4 
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Afﬀairs, values not how much the World 
is embroyl'd by their Fooliſh manage. 
ments. 

Were they but half as ſufficient when 
they come to Action, as in their own Thee. 

, and mighty concert, there wou'd be ng 
Fae People in the World as they, no ſuch | 
Solicitors, or Polititians, or Councellox, 
or Embaſladors : But alas, when onee the; 
Embark in Aﬀairs of this Nature, they 
are like Phaetox between the Claws of the 
Scorpion, ſtewing in ſweat, as black as that 
which frightned him and his Horſes, The 
#oor Aſs, that thinks himſelf a Srag, when 

"he comes once to leap over a Z7:tch, i; 

' forc'd to own he's as errand an Aſs 1s ever, 

-The Bzxrden 1s too large fur your ſhoul: 
. "ders. You were never made for*r, nor that 

for you. Try firſt whether you can lift it, 

' before you pretend to rn away with't. 

You have an habitaa/ as well as an atnd 
__ for any watter of moment, 

riffling's your Province, and both your 
fr/ſt and ſecond Natare. | 

"Yeu may be ſometimes great in litthk 

- things, but you muſt of neceſſity be little 

in greater : You have neither Fd, nor | 

Credit, nor Skill, nor Iadyſtry, to make any 

"matters out in your way of Frading : Hi 
berdaſhes of Buſmeſs, little ander-Springs 
and” Lerter-carriers, you may make aſhbitt 
at, 'biit with hoieſale youll never do. 
hy 10," | 


* — 
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Your very Knowledge and Privity in any 
watter of great concern, is enough to rume 
it : Nay, even in miſchief it felt, which 1s 
more your Element ; and the reaſon why 
ſo few Plots ever take effe&t, may very 
well be, becauſe there are women ingag'd 
in fem. Their Natural Love to nilchet 
makes fem firſt embark in fem, and their 
as Natural Folly todilcover fem : Nor need 
we wiſh our woriF Enemies any greater }. 
misfortune, then to have a Parliament of 
women to aireft fem. | 

A Temper refolv*d almoſt to obſtinacy, 1s 
required in the happy Tranſa&tion of any 
confiderable concern. 

But when were you fo long in the ſame 
mind, that it might be ſo much as taken 
notice of ? Any more then we can ſay of 
any determinate part of a rapid ſtream, 
Heye it is, when in the very Breath that. 
"twas faid, *tis irrecoverably paſt us. 

There's need of a. /ozy head, a Hep reach, 
an extraordinary foreſight, to bend things, 
when they are {tubborn, and will not eafily 
ply as we'd have fem. We'll find Men of 
various Tewpers and Intereſts and Opinions z 
and there fris not eaſy to mould and fof- 
ten, and bring *em all into the Train of 
thoughts that may be well /aid, and toma= 
nage 'em with that dexterity that they 
do their own B#«ſineſs, at the ſame time 
they are aiſparching ours, Your Sexes way 
of thinking is well known, *cis Fro 
like 


ph 
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like ſome other Creatares, whten the obj 
15 before you, you drive at it immediately, 
Sence leads you, your paflions drive you, 

our Hutmor hurries you 3 theſe are yout 
ng, and you A&accordmply. You 
think as the Ephemepis liver, © the preſem 
* only is your Lot, you are born half Epi-. 
exres, for paſt and fatwre never trouble 
you. You are above taking warniyg either | 
by Fw own, or others Example. 

mart it ſelf won't make you wiſe, and 
yet that, one wou'd think, were the moſt 

oper way to inftrut you, to make 4d- 
o es. to your fence, when ſo perfeRly 
deaf to all Reaſon, 

I complain'd juſt now of your wrt of 
Firmneſs, ſufficient for any matter of me- 
#ent, yet I never thought. of Scandalizing 
you with want of eb/f:yacy ; I know you 
$oſſeſe it in. the higheſt degree, but this is is 
far from true Comrare, as that is from Raſh- 
nels, or Good nature from Folly, Pradence 
willteach us, when to bend, and when to 

ad firm, tho we ought to take adviſe of 
| onetly together with it. Your Firmneſs 
is like that of me/red Tron, *tis Brittle, tho 
*bs hard, twill rather break all to pieces 
then confels the leaft Dacrility; while that. | 

a wiſe man, is more like Steel, it has. 
an Elaſtic Power in't, which will make it- 
Eave way for a while, and when there's any. 
real occaſion, but *tis only to return again 
afterwards to its firſt Place ard Form, 
WiifL greater 2/9047, Had 
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Had Haxnibal attempted either to have 
gone ffrait forward, over the horrid preci- 


pice he found in the Alps, or to have cut: 


directly through the Rock that oppos*d his 
Paſſage, without making any rernings or 
windings 18 it, he muſt have b-ry'd his Ar- 
#7 in thoſe vaſt Snows, and all he had got 
wou'd have been their Ruine. 

The _—_ Variety of your Sex ! For 
tho you are {ornetimes in a H«mear to keep: 
State, and fit on the Cxb-board, like other: 
brittle ware, and be no more feen then a 
Per fian Lady, yet at other times, when the 
Tide of whim flows t'other way, you areall 
Black- Acres, you have as many Papers in 
your Hands as ever had at the--Table--and. 
juit to as much purpoſe; you muſt Be in 
the wrong, for you carry the -falſe Byaſs. 
within you. I can't fay, you are willtul- . 
ly miſtaken neither, every time you err, 
but that you are ſo, 1s owing to one grana 
error, which may be in your Power. to 
rectify, and that is, * That you are always. 
in the Right. If there's any. hopes of cu- 
ring you, I ſhall giveyou a ſhort receipt. 
* A way with your Pex and [#b, back to. 
* your Stitching, and remember you are 
* Women, 
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Anſwer to Letter XII. 
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You may call us what you. pleaſe, but 
I believe twill very rarely be tound 
that any Family or Eftate was 1! manag'd, 
that was left to a Yomans Prudence ; which 
ſhows we have not onely Capacity and Re- 
ſolution for Z:/ine{s, but fucceſs too: And 
"tis this Conſciouſneſs of our own Abrlin, 
makes us Love to thare the- Fatigres of 
Zife,,and aililt the Husband, who is much 
too. weak by himſelf to ſuſtain fo great a 
Charge. But you en always were, and 
ever will be ungrateful 3 You Love the Be- 
xefit, but hate to own the Obligation. Tho 
atter you've done, -and faid all you can, 
and Rail'd till you've wearied even your 
ſelves, the wife and better part of your 
Sex will {till own, that they owe much of 
their Eaſe, as well as of their Happineſs, 
to the Care and Conduct of hols who 
ſhare their Fort/nes, as well as their Hor- 
ours, You contels, we're ſufficient for the 
Theoretical part of Buſmeſs, and that's al- 
molt as much as. we detwre, it being our 
Frownce to direct, and Adviſe the _ 
an 
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and not to do the Drudgery our ſelves ; 
Tho were it Cuſtomary for our Sex to ap- 
pear upon the Stage, *tis not in the leaſt ro 
be queſtion'd but they wou'd Acquit them- 
ſelves very well, and come off with great 
Applauſe. Things wou'd ſoon be brought 
toanother paſs, and the World once more 
Reauc'd to method and order. For let us 
contrive, Deſign, and- lay the plan of an 
Ation neffe ſo well, ftis a 1000 to one but 
the Man ſpoils all by his Fool/s/Þ and Irre- 

ular management of it : Much leis are you 
Fikely to be in the right, when you con- 
{ult only your ſelves, = then, as the Pro- 
verb ſays,"tis ten to one but you have Foo!s 
to your Cornſellors. | 

Vell own lecrecy a part of Prudence, 
and that nothing confiderable can be well 
managed without it. But you lay, we 
car. t keep a ſecret ; then never blame us 
more for Drſ/in:4lation, which yet. you 
eſteem ſo great a pair of Foily : However, 
let us ask you whether you cn in all Ht- 
ſtory, give us the Name of on: Man who 
bit off his Toxgue, rather then he would, 
be compell'd by Tormcais, ro diſcover ales 
cret committed to his charge ? You know 
we can tel] ye, of a Woman who did thus, 
and after ſhe had done it, ſpit in the Ty- 
rants Face, And this in a Plot too, which 
you ſay fcis ſo difficult for us to conceal; 
which may be often true, out of our Nas 

tural averfion to. ſuch detigns. 
| When 
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When you pleaſe we are fickle and un- 
conſtant, and don't know our minds : 


Be it ſo, but there you grant we have the 
higheſt degree of Secrecy imaginable, for 


fure enough, if we are not conſcious to- 


our own thoughts, they can never be be. 
tray'd to others. 

And that this is more then flowri/h, we 
had a notable Inſtance, not many Ages fince, 


in our ew, Nation, of a woman who- 


ruled with at leaſt as much ſucceſs, as any 
Prince that ever yet {way*'d the Scepter of 
theſe Realms, who un an appeari 

Fickleneſs of Temper, diſguis'd the we 
retin'd Poticy, to that Degree, that her 
Enemies grew Mad that they. cou'd not: 
penetrate into her Intentions, which in- 
deed how ſhou'd they, when oftentimes 


her moſt Intimate Connſelbors did not know- 


them ? 


But we are not fo firm- and reſolvd as- 


your Sex, and how ſhou'd we, generally 
ſpeaking, or how can you reaſonably EX 
& it of us, or do you defire we ſhou'd 
ſo, tho you blame us for the contrary ? 
What experience have we in things, which 
you take all the care you can to keep us 
from, and wou'd fain make us J[gnoram, 
that our Devotion may be the greater to- 
wards {uch [os as your ſelves 2 But when 
Women ore once «ell enter'd into Buſinels 
and Acquainted with it, who more [ar-- 
ftrions and 1nudefatizable 2 More ane” 
ELPY- 
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| efpy all Advantages, and ward off any 
croſs blows, wherein you can't deny we 
excell you. Then we are more. #nſ«ſpect- 
ed, you Men wu carry a Buf Face 
with you, you would fain look wiſe, and 
ſometimes are miſtaken for Polititians, juſt 
like the good Long-bearded Shepherds 
which are {aid to dreſs up in Robes © 
State at the Court of Iuſcory, and ſet fem 
all round a Room when the Czar gives an 
Audience, or Entertainment to any For- 
reign Embaſſador. But the miſchief is, 
you ſpeak and ſpoil all, while they are as 

ve and ſilent as the Figures in the Hang- 
ingr, and if they can but fireck their 
Beards Majefically, rhey diſcharge their 
truſt like able MGniſters of State. 

And now we are in Rsſ/ia, well reniem- 
ber'd of the Princeſs Sophia, who recon- 
cil'd two Brothers, equally Jealous of their 
Authority, which ſhe little leſs then ſhar- 
ed with- fem both, for many. years toge- 
ther. Give us ſuch an Initance in. your 
own Sex for twenty Ages back, and we'l] 
own em equally capable with our own, of 
engaging in {uch matters. 

Fhe plain truth is, as I've already hint- 
ed, you dare not ordinarily truſt us with 
Affairs of Moment, leaſt we ſhould ſee 
your Blunders, and Corref fem ; you dare 
not Learn us to fence, leaſt we ſhould 
beat our Maſters, Give me leave to tell. 
ye one ftory Sir 7, and then we'll take 

breath- 
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breati: by - conſent. Your modeſt Sex had 


formerly /Aonopoliz*d the whole" Art of 
AMedics, and Chirurgery to your ſelve, 
even Afawitery among the reſt, which 
they would by no means "Communicate to 
us, how proper focver the knowledge of 
1t was for u> ? 

But it happend that a cunning Slut cf 1 
Giri, having a great mind to pick out 
{ſomewhat of theſe matters, dilguis* her 
felf in Mans Cloaths, and got her telf e- 
tertain'd oy a Noted Phyſician, who in 
proceſs of time taught her his Art: Well, 
away ſhe goes ficim him, when ſhe had 
Learnt wiat ſhe came tor,, and being foon 
after ſent tor by tome Women, ſhe made 
her ſeit known to fem, who keeping it a 
mong themſelves (tho they were women; 
employ'd her with all their Acqua:ntance, 
and broke her aſter and the reit of the 
Phyfitiansz at which they being enrag'd, 
accus'd this ſhe-man-/£dwife before the 
Atagiſtrates, of being over-1ntimate with 
the Good wives, and+ that way gerting all 
their cx/tome. Which {lander the poor nm- 
cent had an eaſy way to confute, and 
accordingly was forc'd ro make uſe on't to 
the Confuſion of her Adverlaries, and from 
that time,thatArt has been chietly manag'd 
by our Sex,:and the ſame ſucceſs we have, 
doubtleſs, (had we the ſame advantages) 
we ſhou'd likewiſe mect with in all others. 

ARSIND 4---- 
LET- 
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LEITER XUuL 
Againſt Old Maids. 
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UT I wiſh I were fure of being out of 
their Reach before 1 begun with fem, 
for they have terrible Fangs; and if they 
get me within *'em, I mult be torc'd to 
compound for one Eye and Ear, to fave 
the others. 
Nay, *tis dangerous venturing ſo much 
as within ſight of fem, for Anacreon's De- 


ſcription, even of a Beanty, agrees to fem in 


ſome Senſe, tho* widely different from that 
wherein he intended 1t, __ 
** They are all Weapon, and they dart, 
* Like Porcapines from every part ;— 
But the greateſt Fear of all is, leſt, like 
ſome other fort of Serpents,they ſhou'd dart 
themſelves, twine about the unwary 
Traveller, and Sting him to Death. 


Arm'd when they themſelves Vnareſs, 


For, ah who ean their Strength Gd 
Cap-a-pe with -—. Ugglineſs, 


AS 
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As charming a Sight doubtleſs as Dex 
DParxot in his ſhort Shirt, and full as i 
vincible. Fate it ſelf holds not faſter than 
one of theſe /oving Furies, The Story of 
the Gorgons T'm apt to believe was no- 
thing elſe but three o/d Maids, who liv'd 
together ſo long till they frighted Man- 
kind almoſt into. Marble whenever. their 
toathſome Faces, and ſnaky Hairs peep'd 
thro* the Caſement. 
_ And yet one wou'd wonder how {o de-- 
{picable a Creature cou'd be ſo terrible : 
Is there any thing in Nature ſo mean, ſo 
uſeleſs, ſo. contemptible 2--- An old Moth 
is worth a Regiment of fem: But I ask 
their pardon, for on better Thoughts I be- 
lieve they ſet up all the AZatch-brokers 
and Fortune-tellers in Chriſtendom, and- 
are conſtant and liberal! Benefactors to 
thoſe two- noble Societies, As credulous 
they are, as he muſt. be, who will believe. 
" the thouſandth part of the Stories they: 
un of _ yaumgns _ Pre 
ey might have bin marry'd, they'd have 
you know; - ( and lick their Lips at the 
uſcious Imagination ) ſo long fince, and 
' {o often, in fuch and ſuch a King's Reign, 
to that Parſon, and this Lawyer, and t other 
pretty Gentleman, Thus wou'd they talk 
over another Age; and if any thing cou'd 
make *em young agen, beſides what the 
dream of every Night, certainly this Dit- 
courſe wou'd do it. Thus far however 
| you. 


Bore he... AS IE 
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ou may venture to believe *em, that they 
ve had many fair Proffers in gheur 
time, ſince they themſelves have made *em. 

But one good Quality they have ; they 
are not Envious, any more than an elder 
Siſter, when the younger is marry*'d before 
her: Nor Malicious, any otherwiſe than 
an African Lady to one who refuſes her: 
Nor Talkative, Ten-Fulling-AMlls may 
make a ſhift at leaft to keep pace with one 
of their Modeft Clachs, 1f not to ſilence 
**m, and make fem as dumb as a Para- 
queet. | 

Add to this the Gravity of their Bears, 
A nc of GP arg 4 the 

leaſant Downy rming Mo ance, 
_ uſually a | their Lips and Chrne, 
and qualifies fem ſo rs well for the 
Honour of being the Counteſs of Trifsldi's 
Waiting-@entlewomen. } 

Had they all as many Hands as Fr3arexc, 
and every one arm'd with as many Twee- 
zers, there wou'd be fall-Employment for 
'em all, incradicaring this Aaiitroms Exe 
crement , which if it gitw a. little cloſer; 
they might make a, Virtue vf-Nee 
cethty, and find' forme mgenzous 'Contri 
vance, to matt it into a {ort of a Velvet 
nk, and hide it felf- as' well as -their 

Aces. 
© An old Maid ins Commurvedth is-much 
fuch another Impliment as/an"Emvpvct. in 
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a Seraglio; till out as Jealous and Spiteful 
as he, and much] for the ſame Reaſon, 

*Tis nor eafie to know tor what elſe 
ſhe 'was deiign'd ( fince it Tooks harſh to 
grant thac Nature made anv thing in vain) 
unleſs to oe a Siſter 11 an Hoſpital, having 
ſpent ſo much vt her -wn Lite among [ſer 
and Plaitters, $re, there's a ſort of Sym. 
patiiy beewcen a $-re Leg, and this Lump 
of Diſraſe:: Whiiit her Gummy Eyes 
overtiow her Spectacles, poor Vr/al4 weeps 
whether ſhe wilt or no, and has the good 
Fortune to be reckon'd Compaſiionate 
when ſhe's only Infirm, and her Eyes are 
troubled with a Diabetes. 

How rank this ſort of Creatures are, and 
what ' an odd fort of Perfume they wear 
about fem, one wou*d gueſs em all of 
the Race of the Jews, by that, as well as 
by their Complexion. | 

And.yet as v4 ſtill, as errant, errant 

Wamer, in ſpite of the Song, even at the 

ſame time theyre Birds of i// Omen; us 

Proud, Prying, Conceited, Curious, Mil 

chievous, Liquoriſh, Confident, Imperti- 

_ Lazy, Noitis, Empty, Sencelels, Ri- 

diculous Creatures, as their Mothers were 

at Sixteen. 
An old Spider loves young Fligs, and 
now poor Souls, they are forc'd to peach 


for Lover: ; ſometimes we ſee they truſs up 


a fooliſh Apprentice ; at others a poor "- 
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dy Tradeſman, away wich fem into their 
Holes, and immediuteiy deyour fem, 

They fay the:e's foine there in Foreign 
Countrys a ſubtle Beaſt, thar comes by 
Night. to their Village-Houtes, and ex- 
Aly counterfeits a Foman's Voice, making 
pitiful Moan for Admittince, or crying 


| out for Help, as ſome of our Trepan- 


ers; whom if the fond Creadwlity of the 
Inhabitants can once be prevail'd upon 
to admit, they pay dear for their good 
Natnre, one of 'the Company at leaſt be- 
ing ſure to- make their new Gzeſt a Sup- 


, | 
: But theſe She-Cannibals, theſe Fleſh- 


Crows, theſe AAan-Catchers, theſe Old 


Maids, are even; with him for Scanda- 
lizing their Sex, -anid do more than coun- 


tcrfeut the Fen. 


THOMAS=-- 


\ Anſwer to Letter XUL. 
In Defence of Old Maids, 
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Othing is more obvious than Rew- 
mination in all theſe Caſes, ande 
O14 Batchellor Six T, would be an extd 


By Madam Snell 
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wn 


lent Match for your Old 2A4a:. 
Bur not to infift always on that Method 
of Defence, which beſides cannot mmmp 


diately affe& you, Sir T. who wolldk | 


reckon'd a own Widower, T rathef* 
1 


leave to in 


on ſome of the Convener 


cies and Exgellencies of Old Maids, who 
your uncivil Sex ſo much deſpiſes. 
Lugrateful Men, that you are, tho'yal 
cannot remember your Infancy, do net 
you believe you were once Children 
.Yes, and muſt be fo agen, if you Is 
. much longer, and in both thoſe Circuit 
ſtances, it you conſider'd the indif] 
ble Uſe of a careful 0/4 aid, you would 
have Gratitude, or at leaſt moreWit, tha 


ohasto rail againſt *em 


How many wakeful Nights, and we 
Days have the poor Souls worn out 


> 
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Maſter's Service, who now o little 
'em? How many Garters have 
they broke in rocking him ? What terri- 
tle Colds, and > ts and Aches, in 
taking him up, and walking up and down 
the Room with him in cold Frofty Nights, 
to_quiet him. Nay, how much —— 
huge Is _ the F0.000 Creatures wrung out 
Gums, to mix with his 
2 "hen feeding him, 'that it might not 
burn him,— and all, all for ever forgottenz 
Where's Gratitude , Where's Honour or 
$ympathy, or Generoſfity2 Meer Names 
and Shadows,and RomanticTales,like thoſe 
which theſe forſaken Dry Nurſes wers 
wont to tell their Children to quiet fem. 
t your ſelves, PeorHearts,tho, 
by this time they are got to their 
can put 'em up. and nrn,: ws withour 
your help, you el {11 ſee on Ns te owe 
you imagin. They run J er Rach 
will ſoon be over, andthey'll I 
and be a ſecond time er your |] 
_ ſooner than you or . they are 


"Dp but live honeſtly, and without 
3 and when they come to be Old 


Men, YOu 11 find but little difference ir 


your own Ages ſince you firſt —__ yrs 
This they muſt come 


would expe& they ſhould be 2 more m—_— 


for that reaſon, as the Fellow once was 
to the Devil Himlet, whom he would hh 
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hear abuſed, ' becauſe: he did not =_ 
whoſe: Hands he might fall into. 
CO Watching, the fame T 
| ſame'warm Cloaths, and Fla 
pos Fo Candles:they uſed to have when 4 
weteiYoungz'1t may be'too you eſto 
into-Bejlits his old Worſhip, as You'd 
tohis yourgWortſhip, to cheriſh. hirn, : 
keep' him''warm, atd rub ' him for th, 
Sciatica, and -yor-may do it-without- 
- or Dangerz alas! the harm 
Creature, 't has no more Hurt i int tha 


a Chry/om Infant, © 

_- «my berfenill Smurk a Keele, or 

| ar 

but that's all, 'and know: s hee 
hurt. 'n*es- 


It-uſed/ to Puke mightily hin" T 
Young a good Sign, and'a fu wh 
I warn't-it': Why juſt ſo 1t fpits no 
all: the VVorld; and Miſtreſs Nat 
be-more/put-to't to: _— Gre, LR 
—— ET ing its'Bib fo e tunes 

twenty Hours. 

_— es it wants,to riſe he 
then'Niw-ſe' ruſt ' be call'd, and mavy 4 
fore tug mit ſhe have. with him; fi 
how the Child grows' heavy , 'alid 
you wou'd* not think how much ou 
requir'd ro keep rt. Sweet,” 

Beſides, *tis as froward, poor 'thing 
Chad" got the Gripes, or was As 
ts Fye-Tecth agen. "Nurſe, --why 107, mm 
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where are ye (if, ſhe's gon. for a /foment 
about the © moſt neceſſary Occafions ) 
then away flies the Bedſtaft ſome two or 
threeInchesafter her,and a; Cough comes 
the roomon't, that juſt ſtrangles him, and 
holds him for haif an Honr. 

A little dy good Nyurſe--- Ehe, Ehe, 
I'm juſt gon, Ehe :--- So, (er me up in Bed; 


| wipe away here from my Beard this ;---- 


Ah, dear Nwrſe,--that ever I ſhou'd come-- 

'O! Your Servant; Sir T- How die. lite 
gour Pilture? Yet this you muſt be in 
a few Tears, or nethine; and then an Old 


| Maid muſt be ſuch a Contemptible Crea- 


tare;-and if you'd not be your felf deſpis 4 
and. neglected, when you're Ola, ' your beſt 
way will be to- treat fem cvilly, 

,x-need fem; ' ay: 


Eleanor Snell. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Againſt Forwardneſs, and 
Fondneſs in Women, | 


Y.—— —_ "TOY _ 


— 
— 
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By Mr. RE ADING=— 


16: _—— 


Mong the other Diſcourſes, Ive for 

merly maintain'd with your Ns 
Tongue Ladyſhip, you know I blamfd your 
Sexes Forwardneſs and Fondneſs ; und 
think I juſtly blam'd fem, which I now | 
tend to prove, and that I may pleaſe you, 
IlI do it very Aderhodrcally, the mat- | 
ter of Fatt it ſelf, and then the miſchief 
and Folly and Inconvenience of it, to yout 
ſelves as well as others, 

And that you are Fox, that your whole 
Sex-iS Jord -and: forward, and have” bei 
coming above theſe gun years, and ſtea- 
ing back to your R:6b again, ſure you jour 
felves will ſcarce dewy. We have no more 
Inſtances of it, then there have been ſnd 
vidzals of your teixzing Sex fince the Ot- 
M169, | 
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I have ſaid _—_ on't I ſuppoſe alrea- 
dy, and have farisfy'd you, as to old We- 
men and old 7Aaids, which let me tell you, 
make up a great part of your Corporation, 
being preſervid amongſt you, as the Fewp- 
tiens do their Gravdmothers, dry*d and (ap- 
leſs, for 1 know not how many Generati- 
ons. ' Now if even theſe make a ſhift to 
keep a Colts Tooth, when they have hardly 
had more then Stumps in their Heads, 
fince the Camp at Tilbwry, what a fine ſet 
may we believe are in yours, that are as 
wild as the wind, and all your youth and 
blood about ye? Even ti '» are ready to 
over-run poor Manking, :..d then ſure you 
muſt be like to run into fem. You muſt 
own your ſelyes fond or cruel, for you are 
always in extreams, the latter you dare 
not, leſt we ſhou'd take you at your 
word, and therefore we may take the Li- 
berty to conclude the former. Is it- 
not fondneſs with a Witneſs to leave 
your Parents, to run away from your 
Friends and Guardians ; to ſtraddle over 
Garden-walls, and fly in the Air like 
Witches, and ride over Houſe-Tops like. 
Cats; to ruſh through Darknefs, and. 
wade through Afoats, and almoſt run 
through Fire as well as ater? And what 
1s all this for ? Is it not for Mas, that 
Charming Creature, fas, whom when yos*re 
in an 11 humour you'll not afford a good 
word, and d'ye do all this, think ye, with- 
H 3 ou: 
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{ort of kindly call from Nature, li 


of the Lana-Crabbs ; who moſt amproyſh 


crawl over Charches and Heaſes, or wiate- 


ver elſe happens to ſtand in their way, that | 


they mayn't fail the Afſignation 


*©*m, with thoſe of their own Specie, | 


who come from Sea, I know not how mz- 
ny Leagues to meet em ? , 
What an infinite of Paper d*ye ſpoil in 
a Year? How many Heyalebcrg-Twns full 
cf Ink dp you Squander away, in anſwer- 
ing Brillet-aox, and Love-Letters;-— or 
rather, in ſending fem, and challenging 
all Mankind. to do the worſt they canat 
your Perfons and Repatatrons? | 
But you need rot write, you can ſpeak 


enough, and you have many ways to do | 


it: Your Zyes, your Hanas, ycur every 
Motien, ſufficient y iy how unwilling 
you are to be thought Man-haters. 

" And tho* ourpoor Per/ecuted Sex ſhou'd 


endeavour to keep out of fight, how 


many different ſubtle Ways have you to ' 


enſ{hnare us ? 

Sometimes you get a tame dar, as the 
Fowler does > Poo or the Maſter of the 
Elephants one of the ſame Species, to de- 
coy-us fram our Native Freedom, inte 
your fatal + Sometimes a He, . tho' 
oftener a She-Friend, becauſe you can ſerve 
*em agen in the ſame manner. .I have 


heard of many, who have meerly bin all 
| | | into 


out ſome little kind of Inclination, ſome | 
ke that 
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' jnto your Snares, and. of ſome: few. thir 
1ato YOUr In47 Ida _—_ 


have bin beater, and fairly cndge 


an mnour. Lrnke: 
And theſe, and a thouſand ways haye. 
hat | you more, as-various as: your Hearts and 
ads | Diſpoſitions, to | obtain [and {ecare your 
tt | Lovers,, tho* You know you have alteady 
over-rul'd us n:a very: great Poink, as'to 
| thole Matters*--- You make us 'rhe-Axgreſ- 
[in | ſors, that you may have: the Honour, and 
the Pleaſure, to ſee ius at your Feer, 'and- 


ul 
r= | liug your- ſelves at the Excellency of your 
or | own Diſſinnlation,, What : Hypocriſie, af- 
w | tcrall, _ you _ Soy I 
t even your-S/eth, :or'.Eafe, : of ''Vaxty, to. 
Non FF All 0423 preberts you are not a8 
/ willing ashe?' No, yollare made-of more 
l 


when they 


than ever :-- And- we 


remembred of the 
H 4 Mi(- 


-- fo tireſome and impert 
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Miſchiefs that follow this Burdech Temper. 
fn the firſt place,you know, that we know 
your-Sex in general; and that if you don't 
diſſemble very artificially, you miſs what 
you aim at, your Forwardneſs being ſo 
odious, that you loſe us before you have 
Us. Nothing can be imagin'd more nau- 
ſeous than your perpetual Siege, and chil- 
diſh Kindve/+, Were you- all Nector and 
HAmbrafio, you'd tire us with cramming 
us thus a Have you any Occa- 
fion to your ſelves cheaper than 
you are already, , or more diſagrecable ? 
Gueſs but by your ſelves whether. ſuch a 
Temper can pleaſe, and if it's poſſible, cure 
our ſelves of it, and avoid it. For you'd 
take it well your ſelves to be-kiſs'd 
to Death. | 
.. Do you know any thing in the World 
nent 2s a downright 


acting Lover, even while there's yet ſome 
reliſh in him, and before he's a Husband? 
He haunts ye like your Shadow, and will 
hardly = you room to breathe, eſpecially 
If 9ow It him -have the leaſt Encourage- 
ment; for then there's no enduring him. 
He'll follow ye to the Garden, to your 
Chamber, when ou are a viſiting: Hound 
him off never ſo frequently and earneſt- 


ite upon your Petticeats, lick 
,--ay, your Z:ps. too if he can 
with as much n_ 
an 


on, 
Hands 


ly, the —_—_—_— Cur will ftill be a 
or 

your | 

come at 'em, 
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and as good a Grace as the 4/7 did his 
Maſter's. If you wou'd ſcarce be pleaſed 
with this, you ſhou'd take Care to avoid 
a reſembling  Pratice. Beware of a hoit- 
ing fooliſh Behaviour 3 been't ambitious 
of Conquefts; if you get one that's worth 
a keeping, ſhow your  Dsſcretron in re- 
taining him, and above all things, nei- 
ther tire him, nor kill him with Kinexeſs. 

For if you reſolve to perſiſt in theſe Ex- 
travagancies, and of one fide Inſult and 
Triumph over your Aaorers, while on the 
other Extream you ſo viſibly doat upon 
'em, that you are ready to ſuck their 
Eyes out ; .you ought to take Heed that 
you don't at laſt tire our Patience, and 
make us perfetly deſperate, the Conſe-- 
quence whereof might be worſe than you 
can imagine; for do but confider what a 
Condition you'd be in, ſhou'd you once 


; provoke us to turn all He- Amazons, and 


ſet up a Commonwealth of our own Sex, 
with Exclufion of yours. 


Fe 


Anſwer fo Letter XIV. 


' By Madam GODFREY---- 


y 4 —— as 
: 


"Fs a very hard Task to. pleaſe ſuch as 


- are reſolv'd to find fault before hand, 


and to deal with our poor Sex as the Kra- 
2/h. Fellow thought to have dohewwith the: 
Oracle, who wou;d 

ror, whether it Anſwer'd. that the Sparrow 
were Al;ve.or Dead. 

- If we ſhow. the leaſt modeſt Kindneſ7 or 
Jaglination, you-preſently rail at us for im- 
Jent-and-loaſe Creatures,if we keep you 

at gan diſtance, and juſtly. take warn-- 
ing by, the Perfationſnc/3 of jour Sex, and 

the, micfortanes of. oxr own ; then we are 

Proud and. Inſulting, and abuſe that Power 
and that Beauty, that Natare has given, us.. 
However, fince *tis ſafer eyring of the right 

hand, and it will oblige you too fo extreme- 

ly, it's pity but you ſhou'd be plead, and. 

kept as far off as you deſire, by all thoſe 

whom you are {o :errivly aftraid of. 

But in the mean.whule, I beſeech you 
let's have no more complaints of the varia- 
bleneſs of Womcr, when you are ſo much 
more Camelions your (celves.that the Colour of. 
your mind changes every moment : Some- 
run Cs 
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prove "twas in an Er- 
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times you are for Simplicity and .an {nge-: 
nous open temper, and rail at us all for 4 
pierites, but before you have drawn in that - 
railing breath again, you are as 4107) be- 
cauſe we don't diſſemble, and wou'd pers 
ſwads us, that nothing can pleaſe you, bur 
' what you think meer Cheat and Falſchvod; 
The thing in ſhort is :h#, that if after a 
thouland Oaths and Proteſtations and Adle- 
rations, and Vows of inviolable  Zove- 
and Service, we have no more wit then to 
believe you, and it may be at laſt-give 3ow- 
'. bopes, only to berid on you, not being bn 
| norant of your Generous Temper, and. well 
knowing that to be the reaaeſt way, then - 
immediately we are all that yow call: us,\. 
and twenty favours more then you: everire«- 
ceived, muſt be Boafted of to i the; next - 
v4» Fellow that has Patience: to hear on; . 
and Faith to believe yew, or it may be'to- 
the next poor Credulows. Creature, . that 
| you're defigning to rue. . 01 ad 
But is this {o very Generoxs as you'd fairy: 
be thought, fo like thoſe Mem of - Howonr:- 
| - for which you'd be ſo much valu'd, firſt ts > 
| wxdo, and thento «pbraid; to rempr firſt;*, 
' and then to reproach and torment. thoſe : 
with whom you've prevail'd 2 
If- our Sex were really ſo eaſy as yow-pre+:- 
| tend, how came yox to take {o muck: 
”.. pains to win tem ? What makes you ſo'of® - 
ten talk fo frightfully' of Rapes and't Days - 
gers, and Pens: and Precipress, . age +3 
r Q. 
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tho it's true, we are now ſo well Acquain- 
ted with, that we take *em only as words 
of conrſe, and no more to be heeded then 
thoſe Oaths, with which you Garniſh your 
Gonrtſhip, yet tis not impoſſible, that it 
may be trae, ſince it has been ſo formerly ; 
There have been thoſe of your Sagaciries, 
who have thought fit to bang or bear their 
Brains out, to ſhow the height of their 
paſſion, and the Sincerity of their Love ; 
And was there over much Kindneſs, think 
gos, in ſuch caſes as theſe, or was't the 


Fondxeſs of their Miſtreſſes, that brought 


*em to ſuch an Exit 2 
Bur be all this ere or falſe before Mar- 
riage, let us then be fond or otherwiſe, 
I'd fain know Sir,why you are ſo angry with 
as, for Loving too well afterwards, which 
I confels, I thought was no Crime, or at 
leaſt one that might cafily be pardor'd; 
Unleſs it be, becauſe yow are atfraid you 
ſhall want an exc#/e to «ſe xs il, if we 
ſhou'd continue thus doating on yow. But 
even that too may be curd, for I dare 
=> for my ſelf, and moſt that I 
w, that we are not incorrigible, if 
you complain of us, weil try whether we 
can amend; all things are ealy to a wi/l:ng 
wind, and —_— to thoſe who are 
encourag'd by your edifyingExamples. But 
en 1t you veer about- again, as we 
doubt not but you ſuddenly will, and 
complain of our Co/dvef7, our —_ 
all 
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' and our wykinaneſs, Remember you aret® 
blame, and we were forc'd to turn your * 
own Weapons upon yes, and— nb? 4 
To Love you leſs to preſerve your delight. 


| Rachel Godfrey—— 


LETTER KV. 


—__ rote. 


Againſt Dancing, 


—— 


By Mr. WOOLHOUSE---- 


| Ann—_—_— ——— wm .—_—————m——_—n-—q<——n—qw— R > = — _—_—_ 


WW _—_— 


V 7 Ere one of our Europeans calt any- 
where on a Harbarons ſpore, and 

ſhou'd he be ſaluted at his , Arrival with 
the arverting fight of a Ring of Savages, 
aw about with their Gimminy-Gomminy 

| . till they foam'd and dropt down on the. 
'| © Spot, would he not have reaſon. to think 
| *emall, all either Drunk or Mad ? | 
4 And juſt the ſame, *ris very probable, 
wou'd be the opinion of one of them, 
thou'd' we ſhow *em on of our Aer op 
AM- ; 


a 


—_— 


Dazcing Schools, for the beſt we can fay 


Madneſs. £4 
1 dare almoſt be confident, that 'twas 
ſome Womas firlt invented Davxcing, *tis ſo 
odd,ſo YWhimfical, fo Ridiculous an Exerciſe, 
Standing ſtill, turning rownd, now on one 
Leg, then *ether, running full-drive, ſtep- 
ping Stately ; down to the Grownd,up to the 


Branches forward,backward,fideways, every. 


way joyning handsparting em patting,ki/ſing, 

ogling, touching, whiſpering, graſping, be- 

ies all that tollows, enough to 747 an 

Angel, for ſure if thofe Spirits were ever 

pickt up by your Sex, as ſome of the 

pon have fancyd, 'twas Dancing fult 
Debauch'd fem. 

You have us here juſt as you deſire, you 
give usa look like a flaſh of Lightning,and 
away again, ſo quick and ſhort you move 
that we han't time to diſcover your real 
 imperfe&ions, but are dazled with your: 

appearing Beauties. bw 
: We are warm'd before with the violent 
motivn,and then *tis no great matter foryou- 
to kindle us,eſpecially when we have ſuch a 
deal of T7naer, ſo many rich $i/ks Raſt ling 
on every ſide of us. | 
-A convenient School, really to inſtru - 
Youth, and a very happy occaſion tobring 
_ a Loving pair t $ wo 
.E ently ypur Marks and Balls, where 
uivdefty arid wirine arc. hardly fo much as 
prec- 
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oetended to. Where the Lady may nacct- 
fir Gallant, and walk off with him; tho 


| her Husband ſtands within two ſteps of 


her. Where the Curtains are as good as 
drawn,. as ſoon as-they come thither, and. 
an infallible cure for bluſhing, if there. 
ſhou'd be any _ of modeſty left. 

I wou'd ask how many have been ru-- 
in'd at theſe places? were it not much 
more eaſy to Anſwer me, how many who 
have: conſtantly frequented. em, did ever. 
eſcape Rnine, 

I don't at «i! wowder- that Pitches. are 
aid to uſe this Dancing, fo conſtantly at 
their Deteffable Sabbathrand —_ Re- 
vels, ſince tis a Diverſion as Wild and as 
Fantaftical as their Imaginations- But I. 
can't be ſatisfy*'d why any Perſons ſhou'd 
praftice it, nay dote upon it,. who pretend 


to Senſe, Sobreety and Firtwe. 


Tis indeed fo fooliſh a coſtors, and. car-\ 
ries ſo many iIl Conſequences with it, that 


||. Tudicatures of far different Nations, and in 


other matters of very oppoſite opinions have 
agreed to Condemn it. The” Dyqmſition 
and Gexeve-are both of one mind in this 
matter, at leaſt the one has forbidden a 
Sarabrand, as the other all manner of 
Dancing. ' 

Yet I den't think it ftrange, that the 
French ſhou'd be ſo much tonder on't. 
then-'all the other Nations of Emrope. 
They ſpeak, and walk, and talk, and 


ling, 
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ng, and preach, and I fancy, are almeſt 
orn and dye Dancing. 


- There's a Palſcy ſure in their Imaginati- 


oy, a fort of a natural !»preft motion on 
their Minds and Bodys, which will no more 
let fem ceaſe ro move then ceaſe to be. 


One wou'd think every one of fem carry*d, 


a large Bladaer of Quickflver m their Sel- 


hes, and that they Danc'd about as that | 


will before the Fire, or asa Leaf is canted 
round in a Whirlwind, by a purely involun- 
IAYy moron. 


When the French Ceurt ſome time fince- 
fell upon that _Jdad Frolick, whoſe Relati-. 
on Hiſtorians have left us, and wou'd 


Dance in the ſhape of wild Horſes, on all 
forr, with abundance of Flax inſtead of 
Aanes, im one of which a ſpark of a 
Flambeau lit, and ſet fem all a- 


fire, I wonder the AMaskers did not rather: 


chuſe to be burat to Coals then negle& to 
Dance out their Dance, and how they 


cou'd ever be brought to admit of the La- 


as Petticoats for Extinguiſhers, tho "twas 
to fave their Lives, 


Charles Woolbouſe. 


Anfm, 
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 Anmner to Letter XV. 


J_—_ = —_— —— — 


By Midim FEILD. 


_—_ 


Jm eafily inducfd to believe what you ad- 
vance 1n the Beginning: of your Letter, 
that ſhou'd a Barbarian ſee the Polite part 
of the World at x Ball or Dancing-School, 
he wou'd think us all what he really was 
himſelf, and in a Barbarian ſuch a Jude: 
ment might be excus'd, who has hardly 
moreskill in Nzmbers then one that's Boin 
a Fool, or then a Brute Creature. | 
But for one who has a Notvon of theſe 
thing who looks as if he couf'd think, and 
wou'd fain perſwade us he can reaſon, for 
ſuch a one to compare the Coxrtly and Re- 
er motions of our Gentlemen and Ladies, 
refed by the r/ich, and keeping time 
exaQtly with it, to the Barbarons Antichs 
of the Savage Africans ; this I confeſs 
wou'd amaze me, had I not before heard 
his Charafter, and underſtood by all his 
Letters, I've yet ſeen, that .his Sox is out 
of Txxe, and for that reaſon he can neither 
endure to hear or ſee Aufick. | 


For 
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thoſe meaſures with. our Feet, which the 
Artiſt does with his Fingers, or ſome other 
Inſtrument. 

"Tis a ſort of a Living _ and the 
Heart keeps. time - with the reſt of | the 
m_ 

Natere it ſelf is a greater Dancer then 
the moſt wolatile Creature ſhe ever yet 
fram*'d, ſhe does nothing without motion : 
Something at firſt Danc'd out of nothing. 
The Orbs fell a Dancing as ſoon as they 
were made, and will continue fo till they 
are reduc'd to nothing, . | | 

What is there .you blame in Dancing ? 

'ou thre not come where *tis for. fear of 
"emptation, ſtay away then, and: make 
room for thoſe who are honeſter, .and have 
no ſuch bad thoughts to diſturb. *em: 
; If xa no hurt in lingly. Big 

, leaping, ar turning, how. ſhou'd there 
be in theſe al togeth £2 Or does the My- 
fick make it Criminal,. or the, Company, 
neither of which wou'd be fo. if divided ? 
Or 1s there any Evil. inſeparably annex'd 
to it, or have we any Law either Divine or 
Humane that forbids it, except that of Ge- 
, neva and Spain, neither of which I ſuppoſe 
you think Infallible. 

But it nouriſhes and flatters Love, and 
feeds and fans the Flame already too Pre- 
dominant. And grint it does ſo, was a V:r- 
trons Love ever efteemed Disgraceful 2 Is't 

not 


For Dancing is nothing elſe but 6eating 


not a kindly,a natural and a Generous Paſſor, 
' and wou'd not every wiſe Commonwealth 
' do well, as I've read ſome have done, by 
all Decent and Lawfal ways to Promote and 
Enconrage it ? | | 

As for the Ab»ſes of this ſprightly, heal- 
thy Exerciſe, to a from thence tor the 
taking® away its ule, is ſo mean a Fallacy 
that it's ſcarce worth the taking notice of, 
much leſs the Anſwering : I expet you'll 
be ſhortly for pulling down Cherches too, 
becauſe *ris ſaid, they are too often ſhame- 
fully abuled by Dvtrignes and Aſſignatigns. 


Mary Feild. 
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LETTER XVI. 


Againſt Platonich Love aj 
Friendſhip in diff erent Sexes. 
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By Mr. RICH. 
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You know who ſays, 


Tow talk of Fires that ſhine, bat never 


Burn 3 
Tz this cold World they# hardly ſerve our 


E&rn. 


And wou'd you for once be ingenzorr, 
yep muſt own your ſelves of the ſame 
mind. As alt your Sex is one great Hypo- 
erie, fo this 1s one gl/areing Inſtance of 
their Prevarication : You may as wcll talk 
of Love without Loving as without defir- 
ing, and when you can | In the Love-let- 
ters between a pair of Souls, or the Hiſto- 
ry of the Angelical Amoars of Nakar and 
Damilcar, or can tell me the taſte of thoſe 
Immaterial kiſſes which your Famons == 
cheſs 


| 


ts CA Ro oo = 


#15 talkt of, then I ſhall begin to belieye 
u alk 


that you believe your ſelves, when yo 
of theſe matters, and that you are 
Spiritual as you tell us; tho ſure 
wou'd not have us #4ke yor at your word, 
Not but that I verily believe your Love 
may ſtill be enough Platonical, and full as 
pure, as was that of the Philoſopher, who 
gave it the Name, who if he were not ve- 
ry much wrong , never lov'd Virtue ſo ' 
refinedly, as tolike or Cowrt her ſo Paſſione 
ately in a foul, or homely Habitation, as 
he did in thoſe that were more Beantiful. 
and once 
Oneof theſe two things then-you can't 
hardly deny 3 either that *tis only.an np- 
y Name, or elſe a ſort of a Vizard to' 


'e 
] as 
ou 


omething more homely : He that -denys 
what he really is, makes us ſometimes'vio-. 
tntly fuſpe& him what he is not, and as 
often find out what he takes ſuch over-care. 
Who that's wiſe wou'd attemptto Drink 
out of a Vial, which he knows has'either 
nothing at all in it, or if any thing, the. 
| fureſt'and moſt ſubtle Poyſon inthe Worl#?; 
and” Virtuous* 


| If you ay, there's 'a thean, and” virtuous® 
; Love may be thus diſguis, I'd fait know 
| What need on't 2? Neither Love, nor Truth, - 
nor Virtue need ſeek Corners, not ſo much” 

as the former, if he comes in Company 
with the latter. He ought thereforeto be 
uncalcd, as Apbrodifis in Pobe, and” tho 

| ; IS Jt "ln AS” 
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as finely drofs'd as he, of whom that-Di. | f 
"Epor bil Head fmil'd s ſoft Grove. of 
vid - © 
Two ſmall-half-Heavns were bent in 
either Brow, &c. | 


\ Yer you ought to be ſure, that you em-, + 
brace not a Serpent, inſtead of a God,or that 
he hides not « St7s deform'd and 4 
E:pare, under the Wings of an Angel. Th 
Shipwrack of fo many before you, | one 
wou'd be apt to think, ſhou'd make you 
afraid of the dangerous Yozage to Mrs, 

ehus INend : The Boxes that you ſee, and 
the Shls.ſo near the Cave of this Sleeping« 
Lyon,ſhou'd keep you from venturing with- 
in his Paws, tho he ſheaths *em never fo 
Artificially. Platonic, Love has ruin'd 
half your Sex, and you can't but know. as 
much,. and therefore ſeem ,to admit the 
pretences ; of it, only with a deſire to-be, 
ngdone. more plauſibly, .and to. retain the. 


| Of; Iringpens cence, when the ſubſtance; | 
1/h*d.. You Guild your:Poyſon,.a | 


bz, . , a woliinertss 3 a4 
chiege ancy , *tis good  Focd;. or Phylick,' 
yau. are. told ſo, before, you. are parties | 
al yourſelves, who can {ave you 2 -.- | 
_ If you were. ut. willing to eſcape. Des 
ruQtion,, and.to corae back from: the brink, 


of, the: pxecipice,. it may-be,. it xe; wg 
he wy | Co Dove: the Viper be- 


fors 
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_tocome near you, 'or if 
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fore he has play'd himſelf into your' Be. 
ſins: and then theres at leaſt a Perhaps 
left that you 'may avoid him, 
Pray do: bur rſwade” any of theſe re- 
fin'd Sparks to admire you! ata diſtance 
do, -at _ {i 
exntalize *em, yp Artnh et {m ſteal 2 
Crap or a Touch; and try if they can-live 
ach Airy, Diet. The purer any Flame 
is, the teſs aliment it needs to ſupport it; 
Let 'em by this make a Tryal of theirs: 
Let fem live a year, on ot ſo much as a 
figh of pity : Let "em converſe with your 
Souls only, and make ow to. them fog 
which alone they pretend fo great a 
on; but 'let fem not ſo much as throw a 3 
look on your Body; hor their Eyes 
one Glance on: yours. 'For what has f eh. 
wition and Embraces of Souls to do wat 
theſe dull Material Organs. 
Bur if neither they nor you c an be .con- 
tent with ſuch 1»ortrfyin 
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blind but yoa'l] take notice ont. Since, 

No Friendihip efre Ianguiſh'd, or lookt 
half ſo kind. And then, or never, if 1t 
ben't yet too late, work for your (elf, ſtrug- 
gle for Life, ailift the Crier, for if this mo-! 
ment 15 gone, never expect another. 

You itrive for a Noble Empire, no le(s 
then that of your own mind and Body too, 
at the long run, as it almoſt always hap- 
pens... Deſpair has made Cowards brave, 
and what wou'd one not do for Lzber:y, 
and what have not omen done on leſs oc- 
cafions-2- Nor are you without Azxtlaries, 
and thoſe very ſtrong and powerful, as we 
as your Enemies, Virtue, and Honoar, and 
Reaſon, and the Good wiſhes, and good 
words of all Good Aer, which are loſt, for 


_ ever loſt, as well as you with fem, when 


ever you abandon your ſelves to the fatal 
Decerver. | 

And pray remember this one ſhort ob- 
ſervation more, before we. part with this 
Subje&. 
- That Honour and Virtue muſt needs be 
things in themſelves, very aeferable and amia- 
ble, when Vice and Lewaneſs are (o fond of 
ſheltring themſelves under their Names and 
Coloxrs, tho at the ſame time they do it, 
they thereby become the moſt formidable 


Enennes, : : 
Edward Rich——= 
I Anſw 


Anſwer to Letter XVI. 


ar o _ oe = —— — | 


By Madam GODFREY.— | 


Boo ——— m—_—_——— $— - —_———— ——_————__ 


OU charge our Sex with a variable and 
unconitant Temper, as fiek/e we muſt 

all be as the Wind, or as Fortune. Tis 
Man you'd have us think, that's the only 
tirm and ſtable part of the Creation, un- 
mov'd, as Rocks, and fix*d on the ſolid Ba 
ffs of his own Reſolution and Reaſon, 
Fix'd indeed you may bein Evil, as well 
as In a very ſtrong conceit of your own 
Gooareſs and Wiſdom, but whether as change- 
able,when you happen to be in the right, as 
that Sex, which is the object of your icorn, 
as inconſiſtent with your ſelves, and as falſe 
to your own aflertions, if we had not a- 
bundant experience to ſatisfy us, you your | 
ſelf wouf'd be a ſufficient Inſtance. Some- 
rimes *tis true, you put on a ſort of a fa. 
gifterial Air, and Ditate Aorality and Yir- 
7#:, more as it ſhou'd ſeem,that you might 
appear Szperior to our Sex, then for any | 
real eſteem to that or us. 'But you ſoon 
forget your ſelf, are all infeted with the 
Faſhionable Notions of the Town and Thea- 


tre, 
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tre, and dilcourle juft at their Rate, who 
p:cccnd there's no luch thing as Virrze in 
our Sex, becauſe they wou'd be glad never 
to find it. 

And to convince any one that we do 
not ſcandalize you, we need bur remit *em 
to the beginning of your /aſt Letter, which 
I ſhan't repeat, but leave it toany who are 
better pleas'd with ſuch diſcourles. 

But pray why are you fo furiouſly angry 
with Platonick Love, which you are forc'd 
your ſelf to own the ſame thing, or at leaſt 
not very ditterent from a virrwons Friend- 
ſhip? Can any thing that's virtzons be either 
ſoCriminal,or ſo dagerons as yourepreſent 512 

True Fr:ena/hip, as I think Ive read in. 
ſome of the Phyloſophers, can only be be- . 
tween Virtwous Perſons; and are all our. Sex 
either #nworthy or wncapable of it, or are 
you grown ſvgenwons, ſhall we call it, or 
Malicious, in attempting to perſwade us 
the ſame of your own Sex, that you ſeem. 
to believe of oxrs, that there's not ons 
Spark of Virtue and true Generoſity left as 
moneg(t *em ? 

Your Grave Leſſons, what extraordinary 
care we ſhou'd take of ye, might be admit- 
ted : They ſeem to have ſome Face of 
Kindneſs, and to come from a Eriend, tha 
a ſowr one. Had youtherefore only advis'4 
us to take an extraordinary Care, with 
whom we contrakted Freena/pips, ta 
be firſt very well acquainted with 
'e, to AR with —_— at leaſt with 'em, 

- It 
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If not too with ſome Reſerve,to be carefi 1 
theſe Friendſhips did not croſs any other 

Obligaticns; nay, after all, to be {till upon 
our Guard againtt you, conſidering how ge- 
nerous you are, and how virtuous, and to 
. take care of our Reputations, as well as In- 
nocence ; all this, I ſay, we might have 
| thankt you for,tho no more then what our 
Sex too often Learns from yours, in a more 
. dangerous manner, ſince *tis no ſuch great 
wonder to find among you a perjur'd and 
Faithleſs Friend, we have reaſori to wiſh. ir 
were not much more difhcult to diſcover 
the contrary. 

" But what we think we have reaſon to be 
angry at, is, that you wou'd totally ex- 
_chude us from what is the Happineſs, as well 
as Perfetion of our Natures,and cone of -the 
greateſt Bleſſings of Life. 

And yet we fondly tlatter our ſelves, we 
ſhall -'# bon find you all Virtuous and Ca- 
pable of Friendſhip, or prevail. with you 
to be ſo, or elſe why do we .eyer Marry 

ou ? 

None wou'd be a Slave to cne that they 
believed Falſe and Perfidious, none in their 
Wits wou'd ue their all to one they 
thought not ſo much as capable of Hon- 
eſty, or Honour, or a laſting Amity. Why 
d*you rake ſo much pains before you have 
us faft, to perſwade us you have thoſe Lxa- 
lifpcations which may make you worthy our 
. Ereend/hip, Comrage, Bounty, Fiaclity, pr 

| the 
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the 'like > And where is't more likely, 

where wou'd one expe& to find a perfe& 

Unity of Sentiments, or Condeſcention, - 
where there's any inconfiderable differ- 

ence, which I look upon as much of the - 
Eſſence of Friendſhip 2 where that true 
and unbyaſt tendernels and kindneſs; which - * 
is the inſeparable efte& of thatNoble Virtue, - 
as well as that entire Confidence which is 
rarely or never divided from it, but where 
Intereſt, and God, and Nature, and the Po- 
licies of States,- and--the Laws of Nations 
have before made th e ttr:ctelt Union ? 

And if you are ſeldom capable of 1t, 
if you {oon Learn to difpile us, if you have 
little or no tenderneſs for us, or cenhdence, 
Or eitcem, or {o much as Inclination, -and * 
if we rarely ſee in a Marry'd State, laſting 
Inſtances of Friendſhip, we wou'd ask you 
whether it be either juſt, or modeſt, to up- 
braid us with your own Faxlts, and our 
great unhappinels 2? | 

But tho you're at Liberty, it muſt be 
confeſt, to make your ſelves as bad as you 
pleaſe, we won't make you worle, and as 
ill as you are, as meanly as you think of 
'us, and I wiſh there were no reaton to ſay 
of Virtue too, yet we're ſatisfy'd you are 
nat ſo Univerſal y Corrupted, but there 1s 
ſome Faith. and Friendſhip left amongſt 
you. There are ſome por ps of. Love 
after /arriage, which I reckon only a 
higher Name for Friendſhip, and. that 
I 3 ſhows 
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ſhows 1t not 1mpoſſtble : Some happy Pairs, 
who know no Contentions, but who ſhall 
Love beſt and ebFee moſt : Whoſe Flame is 
ſtill refining and {hill encrtaſnrg, lome Phe- 
nix-Men. who icorn to take a Woman in- 
to their Arms, whom they can't admit 
Into their Hearts too, and let thein rezgn 
there without a {Kival, 

And ts not this betwixt __— Sexes, 
and call you not this Friend/9:p ? 

And tho I grant, conſidering what your 
Sex generally are, ours can hardly be too 
much affraid of you, fince too many of 
you are like ſome Venemous Creatures, 
Blaſting all you Breath on, and tho fur- 
ther Eriend/bips of an extraordinary inti- 
macy after Marriage between different 
Sexes, not related, be, to ſpeak ne worſe, 
very ſuſpitions and ill foxnarng, and I agree 
with you, and fatal experience has put it 
beyond Contradiion, that there's no more 
ſpecions way to ruine then under ſuch pre- 
tences ; tho I ſay all this may be grant- 
ed, yet I can't fee how it follows, that 
after Marriage we are to live like Twrkifh. 
Wives, to be mew*©d up and Impriſon'd 
all our Zives, and to aye if we but ſee 
any Man befides our Husbands. Nor do 
T fee any better reaſon, Why we ſhou'd 
ſhut our Eyes to their Merits, any more 
then their Perſons, why we mayn't put a 
modeſt value on thoſe who deſerve it, on 
a brave and good Man, more then on 
One 
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one. that's /illamons and Wicked, and this 
may at laſt amount to the Name of a 
General Frienaſhip, The ſame we have 
tor the Names of the great Men of for- 
mer Ages, the ſame concern for them that 
we have, when we read the Hiſtory of 
Timoleon, or Brutus, or any of the Anci- 
ent Heroes. 

Nay, yet further, our own Affairs may 
often make it neceſlary to place a greater 
Confidence in one Man then another, and 
to entertain a more particular Correſpon- 
aence with him, and yet all this far e- 
nough within the ftritelt bounds of Afo- 
adefty and Virtue, We know not what you 
think of your ſelves, or how you teed on 
* your own Fanity, but for our parts, we 
don't find you ſuch terrible Charming 
dangerous Creatures, that there's no cait- 
ing our Eyes on you, without ſtark fal- 
ling in Love with you. ,We are not con- 
ſcious of any ſuch thoughts; if you are {0 
wicked,you had beſt keep from us,and make 
the Experiment whether we'll trouble you 
with our {rvitations. Let us but alone, 
and we'll be bound not to 7avi/þ you. 

But ſuppoſe a young Lady no ways en- 
gag*d, ſhou'd be pleas*'d we Honourable 
Aaadreſſes and Profers of Service, from a 
Perſon not unſuitable to her Birth and For- 
tune : Suppoſe ſhe contracted a re ef qom, 
a particular tenderneſs for him, and were 
touched with his ſufferings and merits, and 
I 4 ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd be willing to make him all the re- 
turns that a Man of Honour cou'd expect, 
or Virtxe let her give. Where's the crime of 
all this, I'd fain know, or where the ſhame 
of it 2 Or what is there Vnnataral or Im- 
woral, or ſo much. as »ngecent in it ? Or 
who that is not Br«ti/h wou'd condemn it, 
or not wiſh *em happy ? 

And if you find or think any. thing 
worſe, if you have any thing that's ill. in 
yo.ir ownBreaſt, when you come near us,once 
more pray keep-the Guilt, and ſhare the 
fame among. your. ſelves, and don't > 
wolve the Innocent: 

In the mean-time, we believe Hoxoxr and 
Firtue, really as aimable as you can repre- 
ſent *em, and Friendſhip not much behind 
*em-: Nor are all your Sexes abuſe of thoſe 
excellent Names, and making fem a cover 
for the worſt deligns, make us out of 
Love with them, tho we ſhall endeavour 
to follow your advile, and to have a cars 
of. you. 
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LETTER XVI. 


That Women are not more Re- 
lig1ous then-Men. 


—— _—_y 
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By. Mr. RANDAL—: 
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AND one- wou'd think:none ſhou'd evet * 
pretend they were, nor will your Sex. 
Euppoſe, think themſelves much oblig'd 
by ſuch -a Compliment, fince- the very 
thoughts of it muſt be as uneaſy to you, 
as hereafter is to the Atheifts, and will go 
near to ſowy all your mirth, If you wou'd 
be thought Rehgious, ſome ſay you muſt 
not- Patch nor- Paint, but all are agreed 
that you muſt not 7r:ick, 'nor 4d:ſſemble, nor 
ixre\n (ſuch Flights of Lovers, nor admit a : +- 
Gallant, nor abuſe your H#usbaxas:; ' and - + 
what a condition wou'd you be in, if all - 
this ſhoufd be ſtruck off together 2 They _ - 
tell a pleaſant ſtory-of a Georgian Woman; < 
who having liv'd fock a Life as is common - 
enough with your Sex, and-entertain'd & » 
great many. Friends, as-was- notoriouſly - 
| I-5 -- known 2 
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known to all her Acquaintance 3 when ſhe 
was ſtopt in the midſt of her Career by a 
violent Fit of Sickneſs, ſent for her Cor- 
feſſar for Ghoſtly Connſel, and promisd | 
faithfully ſhe wou'd live a chaſt Life, and 
forſake all her old Friends, if ever ſhe reco- 
ver'd : * No, ſays the conſcionable Father, 
* that's too much to promiſe, and I know 
* you'd never be able to perform it : I'q 
* adviſe you therefore, he went on, to keep 
* to two or three only, if you ſhou'd reco- 
* ver, and this wouf'd be a good ſtep to your 
* thorough Amendment, Such Religion as - 

this perhaps might do_ well eneugh with 
you, *twou'd fit much more ja«rnty and 


eaſy, and for that reaſon I wonder you are 
not all Catholicks, unlels it be the fear of 


 Hair-Cloth, and going Barefoor that keeps 


you from thew Commumos. 

Who,you not Rekgions? Why,what ſigns 
of it wou'd we have 2 You £0 to Church 
as fine and as often, and clap the Pae- 
Door as hard, and repeat the /teſponſes as 
loud as any : You ſay your Prayers when 
ny and tremble at the fight, or 

ut the News of a Blazing Star, or a Cat 
with :/wo Heaas, or a Feal with a Top-kacr, 
or a Yhale rolling up the Thames, or any 
other B#road;gy,» You don't go ſo often to 
the Taverns, as Men, nor get Drank, nor 
Swear nor Quarrel like them, nor Fight 
for Pk, nor run one another through the 
Longs, poor injur'd Creatures ! As inno- 
Cent 
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| cent as a New kinaled Viper, As if in 


the firſt place you knew not how better to 
improve your Time, then to go to Charch , 
only out of pare Devotion, 

Alas, you have great bufineſs there, which 
youthink of greater moment : A Spark to 
meet, or a great many to ſtare at, till you 

row giddy with turning round fo often to 
throw kind looks at fem, or ſquinting over 
your ſhoulder. Can you. deny that this 1s 
the moſt uſual place of Afignations, or that 
ſuch thoughts as theſe are entertain'd and 
welcom'd, moſt of the time that you 
ſhouf'd be better employ'd 2 "Tis time e- 
nough you think, to be Religions and For- 
mal. when you grow o/d, when the diverſi- 
ons and- pleaſures of youth are paſt, and 
you have no further reliſh for ſuch matters, 
and when the Praitice of Piety, and the 
London Dilpenſatory will be good Compa- _ 


' ny for you, ant for one another. 


But in the mean time, any one may 
read your Devotion both in your Dreſs and. 
your Eyes, your Looks and your Geſture; 
and your whole Behaviour, when you wou'd 
be thought in your greateſt Fits of Piety 
and . Gooaneſs : And *tis not difhcult to 
gueſs at the Deity you come thither to. 
War (hip. 

It you give not B:lletr about to your 
Zcvcrs inſtead of Bills to the Reader, you 
have yet a well known way of ———_—__ 
with. *em ; | A £00k upon one, a half-/mile 
W 
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on apother, a 'whole one to-the third, a 
nod to the fourth, your Fine Teeth ſhowY 
to the fhfth, your Hard to the ſixth, a Lan- 
gniſhing Glance to the ſeventh 3 And fo onas 
many as will come, tor you couf'd diſpatch 
*m all, if there were a hundred. 


There may be, you'll perhaps reply, 


ſome vain - young. Creatures that employ 
themſelves after this manner ; But no Re- 
fe4ion on thoſe who do otherwiſe, whoſe 
behaviour-is- grave and fcrions, and whoſe 


thoughts are tix'd on ſomething better then. 


{uch Foolleries, 
Be. it ſo then, and well take this excuſe 


as you have laid it; but firft, you muſt ſhow. 


one of theſe Saintlike - Ladies, if never fo 
little a pretender to Toth and Beauty, who 


won't leave all _ thoughts, if ſhe 
e lik 


ſees but a Spark. es, fixing. his Eyes 
intently on-hers, who wyl not be pleas'd 
wath-it, and return it,and ſplit Glances with 
him, and fay, by your leave Devotion, on 
fach an occahion 2 
You do mdeed come to Charch, efpecials 
ly-.in. the Frernoons, as foon as you are 
Dreſft, when *tis fair weather, when there's 
a: Preacher you like,. when *tis not ve 
hot, nor very. cold, nor you han't a Congh; 
ar like to be throng'd in--your Seat, or Mr. 
Thimbleman's Wife does not fit above ye, 
of«: you: have no F:iftants at home, er no 
aew Play, or Novel, or can't fleep there as- 
eanvencntly,. or-out- of.” Compla:ſance, or 
becauie 


1 


| 
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becauſe all the Street beſides does it, or 
when you have an Aſignatior, or hopes of 
ſeeing one you like, or your next Neigh- 
bours New Gown, or Tri umphant Toppt ng. 


Nay 


to Judge the moſt Charitably, when 


you know there's fine 34ufick, or a delicate 


Anthem, And.if you can find an 


better 


Reaſons which bring the b:gger half of your 
Sex thither, 141] freely own *em. all as de- 


voutr as St. Katharine. 


But ſuppoting you have no buſineſs there, 
neither with Lads nor Laſſer, ſuppoſing: 
your meaning as good,and Intention as pure 


as you'd defire, a 4 pick out the very beſt 
c 


of your Sex, ch 


you Repreſentatives in 


every Church in; Town, and let us (ee how. 
they'll behave themſelves. Their firſt work. 
is certainly to throw their Eyes all round,.. 
to fiſh out their . Acquaintarce, and when 


once they find em, nothing . but doping, 


and curtſying for a Quarter. of, an 


OfY, 


They are wonderful c:2i/ to all the Gmeſts, , 
only mythinks they'd do well not to forget 
the Meafter of the. Houſe for altogether. 

Tho I can't tell how they ſhou'd do o- 
therwiſe,, when-if they happen to be awake, 
*tis Chat and loud Whiſpers, and Langhter 
that keeps fem ſo. They wou'd not be guilty 
of {o rude a thing as to hearken to the Par- 
fon for a whole half hoar, they are better 
bred then to mind what he ſays ; They-are 
not-tuch. Foes as to need his Homies. . 


Well;. 
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Well, when they have half chatted, and 
half modded our the Sermon, and once get 
to the joyful Door again, youll ſee more 
of their Religion in their abundant Cha- 
rity ; and if they have any, here's indeed a 
very convenient place to /-ow it, in the 
worſt ſence of the word. The ſmall pexce 
fly about, that you'd think it a Coronation, 
and there's at leaſt a brazen ſpower, if not 
a Silver one, among the poor thurſty Afum- 
pers: But no more of this, leſt we ſhou'd 
diſcourage you from this little Xia of 
Gooaneſs, which wou'd be a great deal better, 
if Vawity did not lie at the Core ; a Worm 
which Cankers the faireft Fruit, and makes 
at good for nothing. ; 

Tis a violent /«ſpicion that the Veſſel is 

very empty, which makes ſo loud a. Norſe : 
That all this Art and Parxrt 1s to cover 
ſome grear Deformity, Why ſo much Pa- 
rade and Clutter, and Pretence, if all were 
right 2 Religion is moat, and Calm and $1- 
tent; It dwe ls retired in the deepeſt re: 
ceſies of the mind : It will, it's true, fome- 
times, break out, and . ſhine Glorioully, 
Tike the A£:9» from behind a Clad, but 
its Infture 1s not kerce, nor glaring : 'Tis 
ſweer, and natural, and is ſeen whether it 
will or no, but ftis contented to ſhine 
alone, *tis equally beautiful when no E5e 
ſees it, 1t has no need of ipeQators, nor 
does it ever defire fem. Compare this with 
yours, and {ce whether you know it. 
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Superſtitions you are, we muſt own, to 
the - very heighth, and conſequently you 
wou'*d have been Religions among the Hea- 
thens, who uſe the ſame word to ſignify 
both. You made excellent Bacchaznals, 
bur I canft tell whether ſo good Chriſti- 
ans. O ! The Devotion of your Braſs 
Kettles, when you taber*d upon fem with 
ſuch abundant Zeal, ro wake pcor 
Dame Luna when ſhe fell into a Fit of 
the other. Horria Muſick indeed ! But 
rarely well fitted ro the Gods, and to the 
Wor ſhippers. 

How has your tattling Sex debauch'd. 
mankind in their very Cradle | How ma- 
ny ridiculous tooliſh Hobgeblin-Tales have 
you invented, and ſo often rcpeated fem 
till you your ſelves heliev'd fem, with 
which in all Ages, you have prepoſſeſs*d us 
1m our fancy, the only tirae when you 
can 1mpoſe wupon us, without our leaves, 
and endeavour'd to render our minds as ' 
Weak and Timoroas as your own, which 
tho ſume grow out, by a happy Genins,, 
and pecuizar ſtrength of Nature, yet it 
eives others a ſort of Arckets in them #1- 
derſtandings, which they never get ſhut 
oft afrer. 

Some Crimes, it's true, you are not ſo 
frequently guilty of as our Sex, for which 
there are ſeveral Reaſons, Murders you 
.need not At your ſelves, for you have 
Braud's enough to perform fem without 
y OUE 
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your appearing in *'em. From others your 
WAY © Life ſecures you, and you 
are good, if we may therefore call you 
{o, becauſe you can't help it; as a Rod- 
ber, or a Pick-pocket are very honeſt, (all 
but their minds) when they are Loader 
with ſons, But ftill you make a hard 
ſhift to break out now and then, as they 
ſay thofe People do from Priſons, to ex- 
erciſe their: Art, and return to that ſanu- 
ary unſuſpe&Red,. yet you are ſometimes 
ſnapt, however they get off, and we need 
but obſerve every Selfions Paper, and rec- 
kon whether is the greater Number, of 
your Sex or ours, who are there Afonth- 
l5 Condemn'd, to form an infallible Juag- 
»ent how far yours excells, . both in Hex 


efy and. Goodveſs.. | | 
T.rmot by Randal — 


Anſwer” 


| 
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Anſwer to Letter X VIE 


That Wamen are more Religi- 
ous then Men. 


———_— 


By Madam CAR T E R--- 


En... 


In a Letter to the Lady who defen 


aur Sex. : 
——_ a p——_— 


Madam, | 
[| muſt once more then draw my Pe» in 

the defence of my Sex ; My General 
_ her commands upon me, and I am 
all Acqureſcence, 

You. have indeed given me the Poſt of 
Honoxr, that part where the Enemy makes 
his firſt azcachs, and. if he mifles here, and 
is beaten off again, we need not much 
apprehend him any where elle. 

For, as ſome of their Sex have endea- 
vour'd to perſwade ours, that we have no 
Souls, for a very Tranſparent Reaſon, ſo 
if others of fem cou'd bring us to forget 
we had any Religion, they would. then 
be on the. Square with us, and would 

| not. 
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not be much aftraid of what that Bxgbear 
Honour could do againſt them. | 

Malice I 'ſce will pervert and poyſon 
the faireſt Action, nay, will contradict it 
{elf rather 1then not blait the Reputation 
of its Neighbour. 

If we go to Church we are Hipocrites, 
if - we have - any---eoeſſary vecaſrons that 
forbid us that Happineſs, it is according 
to this Gentlemans Charitable 792 ment, 
becauſe we flight it, and make it our 
Aver fron.” 

If we manifeſt any reſpe&, or awful 
reverence at the extraordinary maniteiſta» 
tions of that Divine Power, which makes 
even-Atheiſts. tremble, why, 'tis nothing 
but Swperſtition and Folly ; if we are but 
civit to an Acquaintance at Church, at - 
our firſt Entrance ; for I never knew we 
were to pur off Civility there, any more 
thenany where elfe, this too mult be viewd 
through falſe opticks : Our Chariry it 
| ſelf muſt be meer Oftentation, as our de- 
fgn in rendring our ſelves at the pub- 
lick place of Worſhip, only to meet, or 
enſnare {ome of their Inocent Sex, who had 
no ſuch vain Imaginations. But he has 
one Accuſation, which I acknowledge bes 
heavier then all the reſt : That we go to | 
Church ro he tr Aa fine Aithem : And if we | 
went thither to Sins one, would there be | 
any thing in it blameworthy 2 I expected 
the nextCrime he would lay to our charge 

would 


ar 
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| wou'd be, that we went thither to /#y on7 


Prayers. | 

Some there are, even of oxr Sex, whom 
you and I Madam have cften ubſerv'd, with 

rief and ſhame, who too often abule this 
Feed place with Tattling and Laughter : 
Ler the Satyy of our Antagoviit tall as 
hard as he ſees convenient on tuch as theſe, 
and ler him, if he pleaſe, hip fem our of 
our Ciiurches, like orher Trombleſome Ani- 
wals; but then let him be ſure not to ozer- 
look any of his own S-x, who are guilty of 
the ſame Miſcarriage, and” let hun not 
unjuſtly blame thote who are free from 
it, 

We are all Fle/ and Blood, there's no 
diſpute of it : Both Sexes are moulded of 
the ſame Clay, we do not pretend to be 
Argels, tho our Flatterers would ſome- 
times perſwade us ſo, in order to make us 
like themſelves. 

If they find our Weakneſs, why are 
they ſo ungenereus as to make us betray 
it 2 Why can they not defiit from temp- | 
ting us, even when we take Sanit nary to 
avoid them ? 

- But yet they cannot affirm without I. 
pſtice, that they find oxr Sex of ſuch Tin- 


 der-Conftitwtions ; fince they know man 


of their own, who have doggd a Laay 
to Church often cnoaugh, without ſeeing 
ſo much as her Face while they were there, 
at leaſt, if that could not be avoided,meet- 
ing 
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mg no Encouragement to their Amoroxs 
Follys, bur all their Glazces and Ogli 
oft in the Ar, like the Curſes they caſt on 


the Inſenſrble fair. Saint, for not returning . 


them.- 


As bad as we areingeneral, nay, as much . 
deprav'd as the other Sex really is, I am;| 
not willing to believe ſo ill even of themas- 
this Gentleman: would Infinuate, only to - 
blaſt us ; -not unlike the Emvious Wretol 
_ _ out one of his own Eyes, that - 


his Neighbour-might loſe both. - 


He repreſents things indeed; in:a more - 
deplorable condition then. I would hope they- 


deſerve, our Churches, like thoſe in other 


Countreys, little better then Theewres, and : 
the {ame Intrigues manag'd in both, or rs - 


ther, as they. were of old, and. as the Txrk: 
:;/4 Spy delcribes ſome .others, like the ol 
Heatheniſh Temples of Capid and Venus. 
Pity thoſe who abuſe 'em ſhould ever 
emer *ett, unleſs. there were more hopes of 


their - Reformation by. 'em.-. But I cannot' 


think thoſe things are ſo common as he 
would have us believe... 

I declare, I have known but few ſuch 
Inſtances, and I never heard you, Madam, 
mention many more. .It's poflible that in 
five.or fix hundred, or a Thoxſand People, 
there may be ſome few who make this the 
End of their coming. thither. But what 
juſt reflexion -can: this be upon all the reſt, 


who may. be as reaſonably charg'd with 
Picking 


| 


Pg 


| 
"W | 


F 


—_ a. So. a es. Coe os. ay. att aus ine ads Yoioe ar [4 hh 


— = -- ——dr_ TY ﬀjow wu _rW 


as! 


—*s 


”— SOUDpS MR OIITS8yS 0 


= 


i 


ag e— 


' The fem: le Y2ar. 189 


1} Proking Pockets, becauſe it's Notorious that 


many wretches come conſtantly to-Church 
with no other Intention. 
It's indubitably evident, that there may 


| be Hypocriſy in trequenting the Publick 


Worſhip, but 'tis as certain, that in ordi- 
nary Caſes, there can be no Revigion with- 


" outit : Admit but this, which I do not 


Fattcr . my (elf in 'my own cauſe, will ap- 
pear very reaſonable, and it will be ſoon 
viſible, whether Sex has more Religion : 
The Gentleman, civilly remits us to the 


' Sefſrons Paper to make the Computatien, 
. but .T muſt ask his pardon, if I cannot 


think that a fair way of Tryal. Suppo- 
ling it true, which -he Aferts, there may 
be many reaſons afſignd for 1t, without 


granting Women are the wore wicked : 


For when Men have brought 'em into the 
Srares of the Law,they generally leave 'em, 
and can ſhift for themſelves well enough 3 

belides, there are ſome Capital faults where. 
of "Men cannot be guilty - And when 
they are Obnoxious to. the Law, have 


| many more Conveniences for making 


their Eſcapes, then a weak helpleſs Wo- 


man : Theſe I take to be tome of the 
reaſons, why we ſometimes find more Wo- 


men in the Black Lift then Men, I fay 
ſometimes, becauſe I know the contrary 
ofren happens. 

- But now we have waited on our. A- 


' tagoniſt to the .Jayls, I hope he'll go with 


us 
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us to Church, without fulpecting we have 
any delign upon him by drawing him 
tiither. We will not contine him to St, 
Brides neither, ler him chuſe any Church 
in Town, and hell cafily fee how far the 
Aten are out-number d by the Fomen, who 
without Compulfion fill thoſe Seats, which 
would be very empty without em. 

And I'm apt to believe, notwithſtand- 
ing all his wrath againit us, he does re- 
ally go to Church now and then him- 


ſelf, for he ſeems to have remember'd fe-. 


veral pretty things about Religion, which 
we own, as well as he, ought to be prins 
cipally inward and filent ; bur yer if it 
be there, he knows it will work outward: 
Nor will he, I hope, affirm with many 0- 
thers, that there's no need of any pablick 
Worſhip. 

"The next had thing helays to our Charge 
is Superftition, wherein he 1s ſo civil to 
acknowlellge we exceed the Men, alrho 
not in true Religien : But he knows eve- 
ry Virtue runs nearer one extream then 
the other, and he who is too Religions, roo 
UOnreaſonably aftraid of the Supreme Being, 
may yet in tume have jufer Notions of 


him, while a deſperate Atheiſt is like to 


continue as he is, till another World con- 
vince him. He cannot ſay, there are yet 
many of that JImpionus SefF amongſt us. 
He can Name no Heobbss, (he knows 


their Names better then we) nor 7 6 
ener 


| 
; 
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ther fuch Univerſat Poyſoners and Cor- 
rupters of Mankind, of our Sex, altho 
we have had thoſe as Famous for many 
ſorts of Learning, as ever theirs could 
boait of : An Argument, by the way, that 
we ar? tne ſounder Philoſophers too, 
becauſe 1t has been obſerv'd, that a thc- 
rough and well digeited A0wlesge of 
things, inclines more to the beliet of a 
Deity ; whil*lt huddled,confus'd, and crude 
Notions, we fee by experience, often ren- 
der Men Athei/tical and {rreligioas. 

The Gentleman owns we have not the 
lame Temptations to Vice, wherewith his 
own Sex 1s Aſltulted, and we wiſh we 
had lefs fill, as we ſhould have, were it 
not for them : However, in tnGle caſes 
where we have no Temptcr, Jet us be as 
frail as he can ſuppoſe us, we are not 
like to #rr, and Freea,m from Fice I 
take to be a good Derree of Virtue, and 
Innicence a good Fornaation tor Religion, 
They may diſcourſe while they pleate, of 
knowing the World, and the Advantages 
E Experjence, we envy *'em not their 

ear bought knowledge, but think thoſe 
who know it leaſt, are both the ſafeſt 
and the happieſt. 

There is one paſſage more wherein he 
blames us, for our way of E1ucating Chil- 
dren, rendring their minds /'Vea\ and Fee-. 
ble, and hlling fem with our own Sper- 
[titi;zas Notions, 

But 
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'But I muſt needs tell him, this Gb: | 


jeFtion 15 no great Argument of his ow 
Religion, but founds very -much like kis 
Drivimty, who ſaid, 

Fear firſt made Goas. 

We grant, and ſuppoſe hell ſcarce de- 
ny, that a J«/# and A»fl ſence of what 
is infinite and invitible, 1s very proper to 
be Imprinted on the Minds of Children, 
while they are yet a 5lank Table, and as 
uſeful to confirm and clear ſuch Noti- 
ons, if there already : To make fem ho- 
neſt in the Dark, and to lay the Foun- 
dations of Piety and Firtwe, and I ſhould 
think this was the greateſi Serviee could 
be done to mankind, and for which we 


deſerve Lawrels rather then Reproaches, 


Abigail -Carter, — 


| 
| 


" 
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LETTER XVIUL 


| That Ugglineſs is moſt defira= 
ble in a Wife. 
By Sir HE NRY-— 


| "TH but a Cowardly ſort of Virtze, that's 
forc'd to wink, in order to avoid a 
Beaitiful Enemy ;—— Nor will I ſo much 
as make uſe of your own Arms againſt 
you, that this Beazty that makes ſuch Aſhes 
of us all, is only in the Imagination: —- 
Let it be in the Senſe too if it will, but I'm 
reſolved it ſhall never domineer over my 
Reaſon. Nay, I'll not only think it, bug 
even Icok it into an T»difference, and the 
Subtleſt, the Lovelieſt, the Verisſt Forman 
of ye all ſhall no more debauch my Twag- 
ment, than one of your Predeceſſors cou'd 
the Perſon of that honeſt + You 

| may ſay, if you think fit, as ſhe did, that 
Fm a Stoze, and not a Afaey, but Ilprove 
| my Reaſon beyond Contradidtion, by 
| deſpifing ſuch Irrational Creatures as you 
are, Nay, never Dreſs, nor Patch, nor Pow- 
| der, nor Zwire, nor _—_ up at me _ 
| 


| 
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for you'll all loſe your Labour. My Choice 
1s made; and 1t I muſt have a Wife, I'm 
reſolv'd a good convenient Parcel of Us- 


glineſs ſhall be her principal Recommen- 


dation, +, 


-And a * thouſand © Conveniences ſhall I 


meet with by this honeft Policy. Fir#t, 1 
ſhall vex you, and mortifie your vain Sex 
a little, which will do me more Good than 
a Thouijand Guineas morein her Portion,--- 
and 1t may be' you may be the better fort 
£00 3 at leaſt, "twill be your own faults, 
if you be not: For there might be ſome 


Hopes of you, 1f we cou'd but once make. 


you hamble. 


But ordzr you Matters 2s you pleaſe, 


for II) (till- go on with my Story. 

In the next place, I ſhall need no Se- 
raglio, no Black or White Exzxchs, to 
keep that ſafe, which no Body but my 


{elf will meddle with. Who wou'd dit- 
- quiet himlelf for the v4!» Satisfaction of 


having what's left of a Bearty, when he 


- may be {o much more happy, with one. 


of x diferent Charatter, ' A thoufand Tow- 
ers, and Locks,'and Bars, and Fathers and 


 Husbands can't preſerve an: Acmenn, or 


a Danae ; What Eternal” Catterwawling 
there is about one of theſe ' Peſtilcrr Beag- 


z:3es; what purring of one tide, and (cratch- 


ing o tother? How often a Man may have 
bin Skin-pinckt, for preſuming Þut.ro lead 


—————————————_ n 


home his ewn natwral Wire? With what * 
Py pO” Fear” 
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F-xr and Reverence muſt he Salute her 
How tenderly muſt he touch ſuch China 
Ware, and how ſlight a matter reduces it 
to its Primitive Earth again 2 Give me a 
| good plain Earthen Platter, that will en- 
dure a ſound Bare, and while I eat infc, 
I'm {afer from Po3/on, then if all my A4eat 
were ſerv'd up in Vmncorns Horns. 

A fize VVaman muſt be conceited, if ſhe 
has any Eyes, and conſequently be pleas'd 
her ſelf, that ſhe pleaſes others. Then 
ſhou'd I have a thouſand Fop-dvodles 
Primeing, and Cocking, and Dreſſing, and 
Singing at her, and Corrupting all my Ser- 
vants, and if by Miracle he ſhouf'd at laft 
beyond my ExpeRation and his own, figd 
| her honeſt, he takes care to prefer her to 
one of the Boxes in the next Lampoon, or 
ſo publickly abuſe her, that I muſt be 
| {forcfd to ſlit his Windpipe, or he mine, in 
attempting her Vinaication. 

No, ſince -our Honour 1s by the abun- 
dant Civility of our Countrey, in our 
VVives keeping, T wou'd have my Cabinet 
mide as plain and as ſtrong as pcſlivle, 
tr none ſhouf'd attempt to break it open, 
cr if they did, might loſe their La- 
bour, 

And as I ſhan't be troubled from o- 
'thers, ſo neither from her ſelf, My Dear , 
72an and 1 ſhall agree well enough toge- 
[ther. She can't be Proud ; for what has 


. [fix to be Proud of, except of my affett:- 
| K 2 ons 2 
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ens? She can't be 1-xa:mr'd, for ſhe 
has nothing but the Agrecableneſs of her 
:Temper to retain my Heart. Nay, ſhe 


know I choſe her before a Beanty, becauſe 
'T liked her better. Shefll be content with 
any thing, becaule ſhe's humble, and Name 
me oxe ZHeanty that ever had that Virrme ; 


exces, Not in Cloaths, becauſe ſhe ſhall 
ſo ſuperlatively Ugly ( if my kind Stars 
wou'd but ſend me ſuch a Jewel) that no 
Finery ſhall make her better. Nor in Hoſe. 
-keeping, becauſe ſhe'll not care for much 
Company; nor in Joxrney: for the ſame Rea- 
Fon. She muſt Love me entirely, becauſe 
none elſe will Love her, and that muſt 
needs make me Love her again, and how 
ardently ſhall I embrace her Fair Soal, 
through her home:y Body ? And how quiet 
and happy ſhall we fit at home, and pi 
the Miſerable Beaxties, and thole Akk 
poſleſs fem, as Fove did Semele in the midit 
of Storms and Thunder ; while their Repu- 


their Eſtates Ruin'd, their Hearts Tor- 


this, is no more : The fatal cauſe s 


can't be ſo much as Jealous, for ſhe ſhall . 


ſhell not trouble me, or ruine me in Ex- |, 


tations are Blaſted, their content Baniſk'd, | 


mented, and in a few Years, or perhaps | 
Hours, that which was the occaſion of all | 


ceasd, but the effe&ts ſtill remain. The | 
Beauty is gone, but the Woman ſtil] Lives | 
and Hangs on ye, and wou'd fain bea Beax- | 
es ſtill, and when all the Werld is weary, | 
you | 
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you muſt begin, and Cringe and-Court as * 
much as ever. | 

Whilſt my dear Dowdy has ſuch a Face 
that ſhe defys Age, nay, Death it felf to 
hurt it. - *Tis as invulnerable as the heel of 
Achilles, and by the looks on't you'd think - 
it-had been-dipt in the ſame Water. Time 


muſt have a good ſtomach if he meddles 
, with't.. It muſt be meerly for the ſake of - 
| Malice, and therefore I hope, hell let her - 
| alone as well as all the reſt of Mankind : 


For my own-ute I'd have her, and what 
ſhou'd -I' care whether ſhe pleaſes others? - 
ſhe'll be a Guard: to my Houle, her Face 
will fright Theves away, and my Children + 
need no other Rew-head  Bloody-bones, - 
to keep *ein in order. What pretty Cubbs * 
they*ll be, and how like their own dear 
Father aud Aother 2 
Come hither and draw her ſweet Picture 
Apelles, 6 
VVith a Face like the Fire-pan, aud 4 Noſe 
like the Bellows : A 
Her Body all: Grid-Ir*n ( 24. Printer". - 
depend on't:) | 
Or a Worm-eatenCarot with two ſticks &t 
the End ont, 
Teeth, Fair as 4 Sloe, by kind nature's di- 
rettion | 
Tho in vain, 4s. 4 Foyl to her darker Com- 
pexion, . .. 


EY. Her. 
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Hey thin Lips how Pale, ' and her Gills, 
how all Roſy ? 

But fac Charms iz her Breath, that each 
whiff overthrows ye, 

Such, ſuch is my Fair one, #0 velier I 
»4's her, 

And te ſhow I'm not Jealous, he that lites 
her may take her, 


HENRY — 


— ——_— 


Anſwer to Letter XVIII. 
In Defence of Beauty. 


——— 


By Madam D E NT. 


— — 


(vility requires, Sir H. that we ſhould 
leave you in the «nervyd poſſeſſion of 


gination of whoſe Charms had ſnatcht you 


qual. | 
Let us then return to that againſt which 


away into. ſuch a Rapture of Dogrel, as | 
neither Wither, nor H. himfelf © could e- | 


you profes {o utter an Averſion, and _ 


what you ſo much delight in, the very 1m- | 


{ 


| 


| 
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all the World beſides ſo juſtly admire» 
The Defence of Beaaty, tho it needs no 
Champion. 

My ſuvje& I feel is too big for me, and 
now only I repent my accepting your 
Challenge, Not that I fear any Aztago- 
nit, but that fo weighty a caule has not a 
more equal {trength to ſupport it : Ir ſtag- 
gers me at once, and dazles me, and- if 
Sappho, or Behn her elf were alive, they 


mult undergo the ſame misfortune. 


Yer if I mult fall, it ſhall be Honoura- 
bly,” II] with I could do more, and will 
at leaſt attempt it, and perhaps might 
{ucceed, - had I bur all the Beautys. in the 
World before me, that out of fem, like 
the Painter, I might make oze Venus. 

What art thou, thou ftrange Vnacconn- 
table Every thing ! Or by what Names, or 
Titles, ſhall we ſalute thee ? We ſee thee 
every where, 2nd yet none can define thee.. 
Thou art the fame, and yet infinitely di- 
verfify'd. Harmony is moft like thee, and 
thou art the Concord, or rather the Virtue 
of all thar's viſible. The Almighty Artiſt 
has f{eitter'd thee through all his work. 
A Flower, a Blade of Gratfs, a Fly, a Mite 
polleiſes thee. We ſee thee 3n all ſhapes 
and dreſſes, we admire thee in the Picture 
of a Storm, or a Battle, and diſcover a 
Beauty even in Horror. 

Light it ſelf is thy near Relation, or ra- 
ther Lightning, could we ſeparate it fram 


K 4 the 
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the fatal effects it earrys with it : Thy 
Darts are all peaceful and' innocent, yet 


we feel 'em #ri/! through our Hearts, and, 


bleſs the wound that niakes us. fad with 
Pleaſure. 


Tis in 4- hargane Face thy Throne*s e- 
| rected, D 
Fhere aff thos Triumph with a Peace- 
ful ſway, 
vo Scepter waxcs the trembling World 
P'Y. 


See the tile Monarchs, the puny Princes: 
and Conquerors, all the Greats, and the: 
Tamortals and Invincibles | How they creep. 
and cover about thy Fhrone ! Yet there's 
one that dares meet thy Beawr, and that 
deſerves 'em : He has lately loſt a m_ 
would have diſputed Empires even with. 
thee : Try if thou canſt make it ay, tho 
that could ſcarce be done, ſhou'dſt thou 
thy ſelf deſcend into his Arms / 


Whither, O Beauty !: VVhither haſt thou 


drawn me? 


B.Vhy, © ye Peaceful Plains are you for-. 


faken, 


For noiſy Camps 4d Courts 4nd glittring 


Thrones ? 


111 home again—Hail all ze happy ſhades 
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Where artapght Nature, beautiful ane | 
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Diſplys unborrow'd charms; where thow 
ana I, 
My Damon, Lites unenvy'd ſweets may: 
YoVEe 


Ad all the Luxury of Virtuous Love. 


Where we may-ſee a thouſand diverting. 
oYjeas, a thouſand Beautys on every {ide,. 
and  bewilder our Eyes in the pleaſing ve" 
riety, and. return to Liwng Beaatys, when 
they are tired with inſenfible obje&s, I 
know where my Eyes can-meet their Ac- 

uaintance, and find as much Love as - 


| they bring with fem. Such manaffected 


Gracefulneſs, ſuch a manly Noble Ar, {uch- 
Eyes, ſuch very Lovely ſpeaking &yes 3 
Such modeſty, ſuch ſoftneſs, fuch firmneſs, . - . 
ſuch a happy wixtwre, uit fuch as I wou'd _ - 
with in him I Love. And while he Loves, 

I have no more to wiſh. ; 

Who can think, or talk, or write. tem-« 
porately when Beauty is the Subje&t: No= 
thing could now be cold .that had a Spark... - 
of Life, or motion. 

The pleaſure it gives is more-refin'd and” - - 
more remov*©d from ſence, even then that of ---- 
Miſickh :; Brate- Creatarey ſeem in {ome- - 
Inftances to be mov*d -by the latter, but- 
only what has Reaſon by the. former - 
That is roo Spiritual a pleafure for their-: 
mfcrior Natures. I can't therefore think - 
they have Reaſon, becauſe they have no-- 
Choice in.theſe matrers : Their Appernites - 
K.4. hurry” 
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hutry 'em on for the. preſervation of their 
Kina, but Beauty never ſtrikes *em, and 
the Hera knows no. more Diſtinction then 
it does Propriety, | 

And if there ſhou'd be any Creatwres in 
humane. ſhape, who had the fame Tempers 


and Inclirations, who could remain inſenfi- 
ble before ſuch an obje& as commands re- 


werence and reſpect from the greateſt Bar- . 
— they ought rather to be rankt with, 


thole Taferior Animals, with whom they 


Smepathize, 6r at leaſt among the Aimicry 


and Sports of Nature, who may ſcem to 


have taken pleaſure in making a Figure: 


ſo like a Man, which yet might puzzle the 
Philoſophers to deſcribe him, or to know 


'what Species they ought to 74%, him 


under. | 

Had Beauty only Barbarians to deal 
with, it would civilize fem, had it the 
wortt of en, fo they are but Ac, it 


might wort upoki them, refine the Oar,, 


ſmooth the raggedff Temper, guitivate the 
moſt barren foil, and every dav produce. 
New wonders, | 

But then it maſt keep company wit1 
Vircue, for if once that leaves it, how ſoon 
will it Pine and Languiſh ? *T':s jike the 
Vine-without the Elm, the Jeſſamine with- 
out its S4pport, It tumil:s ro EFar:4, and 
s. Trodden into the Afre, by every one 
wat palles by it, 


Tis 


OO OCCOUIE AAA t Dt — a 


X 


000 <n>— ECO IITIEY — 


; 14: V4 Af : 
The Female :War. 2c, 

The more difficulty there 1s in preſerving 
Beauty unblemiſht, the more glorious are 
thoſe whodo ſo.It's poſſible to be done,for it 
has been,and ſtill 1s,in many inſtances. Hea« 
ven is not {o envious, or malicious as Earth, 
but can give Beauty and Virtue to the 
ſarie Perion, and they agree.{o well to- 
gether, *tis pity they ſhould ever. be. 
parted. 

It is the .envy and wicked Revenge of 
diſappointed Wickednels, which often en- 
deavours to ſully what. it cannot ruine 3 
and the reſt of mantznd.is fo i/l-natrr*d, and 
ſo very partial, that any of this, Kind is: 
greedily receiv'd and eafily believ'd. 

Yet after all, if there are really ſo many 
ill Women in the World as ſome would 
perſwade us, who pretend tobe. very well 
acquainted with fem, *cis eatily Demon- 
ſtrable, that Beauty is not the cauſe ont, . 
nay, that the ſmaller part of thoſe who-. 
deſerve that Character- are really Beautt- 
ful, becauſe homely. Faces make , up. the. 
moſt of the World. 
And it 1s ſtill more likely, on ſome 
Accounts,. that a fine Weman ſhou'd. Le- 
Virtuous then one who 1s more indiffer- 
ent, becauſe. ſhe is naturally, and juitly- 
cantcious of her own worth. | 

There is a. decent Pride, which will: 
not ler her have ſuch cheap thoughts of- 
her. (elf. as other People. 1 


It- 
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atter all thes paing,. or lis. Spirefal ant . 


If *tis objeted, that ſhe Values her. (ef 
for it; and why ſhou'd ſhe not, ſo = 
does 1t Soberly and Moderately * What 
Man is there who has 'more Strength, or. 
Wealth, or Wit, or Prudence then his - 
Neighbours, who dces not find his mind. 
hs ors to his Endowments, and. 
expet' a juſt deference from fuch as 
Foe behind him in any of thoſe 2xal:-, 

At108s, D 

Bearty, *tis true, decays, and fo dds, 
every thing that's Mortal ; but tis bet-. 
ter to be happy ſome part of Zsfe, then 
none at all ; and. the Raines of a good 
Face, muſt be better then thoſe of a bad 
one 3. Nay, more agreeable in Age, then- 
the other, when it. had the Freſtef Touth 


' to recommend 1t. 


Deformity. ftrikes;, the mind with Hor-. 
ror, as Beauty with Love : *Tis, I confels, 
a" deep Piece of Policy to. Marry; ſuch a 
Perſon as a Man cannot Love himſelf, 
for fear any body elſe ſhou'd Love her., 
Nor is he always ſo ſure. of that nei- 
ther, ſince a miſhaped body oftentimes. 
covers a more aukward and nithapen., 
mind. And Nature ſeems to cry, Be- 
ware ! whenever it ſhows us one of thoſe. 
Antich Figwres, and this they. are ſo fenhi-. 
ble of themſelves, that they are generally. 


- either negligent, and ſqualid of one fide, _ 


becauſe indeed, they deſpair of pending 


i 


. ». 
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Valicions Enemies to all the World,. 


| becauſe they think. they have but few. 


Friends in. 1t, Nor. has it been rarely. 
found, that. ſuch: Perſons as. theſe have. 
been loſt in the /oweft degrees. of the moſt 


| ſordid Vices, agreeable to their Nature- 


and Inclination : Tho this muſt be ownfd,_ 
in the laſt. place, to prevent the Impu-. 
tation of Uii-nature and, Ivjuſtice, that. 
where ſuch ag theſs apply themſelves 'vi- 
goroully to the. Proſecution of Virtue, . 
they. become. as Famous as any, through 
a happy reſolution of mind, 

But yet on the other ſide, none can; 
deny that Virtue looks much more Charm- 
ing. in a ZHeauriful Dreſs, then in one. 
that's morg indifferent or duipleafing, 


Katharine Dent 
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LETTER XIX. 

Sg Againſt a She-wat. | 
By Sir THO M AS--- 


—_—_— 
— — —— —— 


—— my 


— 


he's ſuch an Heterogeneous Creature as. | 
" Africa nefre produced, for Nature will 
have her Fegarics too, now and- then ; 1n 
theſe colder. Regions, The French have made: 
It a Queſtion, whether there can be ſuch a 
thing as. a Pit of the Breed of fome Na- 
tions : I think they*fll allow it with much 
adoe, once or twice in an Age amonglt us. 
Iaſularies; not that we have any great. 
reaſon to thank them for it, any more than- 
thoſe who firſt tranſported other 777/a-Beaſts. 
inta.ous liland. But above all the Forreit,. 
defend mie from a She-wit, and a She-Ty- 
ger, tao of. the Two, I ſhould think the 
former the more terr:i#le, and that I was 
ſcarce ſafe, tho* the wooden Bars in the. 
Tower kepr the Peace betiveen us. Her 
Face I ſhou'd not much quarrel with, tho* 
gencraily cut out of the ſame prece with: 
The He-wit's, nor {o much as her Tongxe,. 
| tho: 
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tho* as melodious as a Cornet : But: it's 


| her Teeth and Nails that I'm afraid of, for 


they rankle at the leaſt roch, and are more 
furioully venomous than can be imagin'd. 
Beſides, ſhe's as dangerous at x diftance, as 
at baudy-blows ; ſhe's ſtnck round with 
Pens, as a Porcupine with Qaills, and: 
can dart *em more ſpeedily and inevita- 
bly. | 

The Turkiſh Spy tells us of a rare Fel- 
low that cou'd ſhoot Twenty-five ſhot within 
the compals of a Penny, out. of a little 


Pocket-Crofs-vow ; but the French ſpoil'd - 


his ſport, and got him efafinwed, for fear 
of the worſt, and becauſe 


a milchief. You She-wits will ſhoot faſter, 
and farther, and deeper, and make uſe of 
poyſon*'d Arrows, and yet you live under 
ſo mild a Government, that it takes no care 
to prevent the miſchiefs you may occaſion, 
does not ſo much as make you find Sure- 
ties for your good Behaviour : However, a- 
buſe not its Leaity, Jeſt it ſhould turn in- 


to Fury, and- at laſt order your Arms to 


be-ſeiz'd, like thoſe of other dangerous and 
difaffeted Pertons. | 

But if you have Beazrty added to your 
Wit, the Poilon 1s ſtill ftronger, and the 
Intetion more mortal ; you hght then as 
unlawfully, as thoſe who wear Charms a- 
bout;'emz-0u can kill every body elſe,andare 
your icives invulnerable. 
the Repreſentatives of all your Sex . the 
Trea-- 
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Treaſurers of all its Pride and Vanity, its: 
Revenge and Malice, and there wou'd be 
danger of youty, Monepolizing fem, had 
you not {ich an :zexbauſtible Fund amongſt 
ye 3 Potozis and dexico's pil'd one upon 
t'other, whoſe bottom it's as hard to find, 
as that of the King of Spaix's Treaſure : 
Nor have you any need of a Flota to con- 
voy it home 3 tis your native growth, and 
ſpreads incredibly ; it lies on the very Sur- 
face, and kills whatever is near it. . 

. There's indeed no touching one of thoſe - 
ſort of Creatures, nor (0 much as ventur- 
ing ſafely within fight of you : It's as dan-- 
gerous approaching you,, as *tis to diſturb 
a Painter when he's about. ſome extraor- 
dinary piece of Work.z a Man muſt expe&. 
as ſoon. as *tis finiſhed, to ſee his Face on. 
ſome Devil's Shoulders : He's ſure to fill 
a Gap in your next Lampoon, or furniſh 
a.CharaQer in your new Comedy ; for if. 
he gives way to the Stream, and lets you. 
have all the Diſcourſe, he's a Dull Fel- 
low, and for. that muſt be made an Exam- 
ple; if he ventures to put in a word now: 
and then, he's impertinent , and hinders- 
you from pleafing your ſelf, and entertains. 
18g the Company with your agreeable Con«- 
Veriation.. | 

But above all, woe to the Wretch that's 
in love with you, for his Torm-nc is iuch, .. ' 
_ that nothing can equal it. The Fantaſtich, | 
Devil will be ſure to will-o-tke wiſp him 

2bourt, . 
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about, till he's not-able to ſtir,and.it may be- 
give him at lait a dirty Ditch or Quag- 
mire to reſt in. He muſt be the verieſt 


Fetch-and Carry , the moſt arrand Lover, 


the gentleſt, rameſt, Creature that ever was 
good for nothing but ro make a Hurband,; 
Everlaſting Teizing is his Portion ; ſome-- 
times you'll no more let him approach ye,. 
than a Perſian Briae, and it may be; a Mi- 
nute hence., the Wind changes, and you, 
vero him to. Death with your kind- 
nels. 


Now you are all Thander , by and by 


nothing to be heard but gentle. Adurmurs; - 


and praſomly you are changed into Tikes 
and 


aughter ; but to be ſure your merry: 


Humour comes when he's grave, and. it- the. 
Lower's pleaſant, for that very reaſon you 
can once be ſilent. 

You'll wink upon his Rival before his 
Eyes, and yet he ſhan't dare cormplarn , 
nay, not ſo much as. figb, or look «= 
pleaſed , unleſs he'd eternally io you. And: 
yet ſtill you find a way to twiſt your ſelves 
about his Heart again, that it ſhall neither 
be 'in his power to hate or: forſake you, 
though he knows not how to love you: 
Away he flies, when you have provok'd: 
him beyond meaſure, but you can lure 
him down again, ſtroke him and pleaſe him,. 
make him {hut his blew Broad Eyes, and 

p in your Zoſors, 


And. 
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And then if you do pimon him , When 
you have him at (uch an advantage, whom 
can he blame but his own ealine(s and 
tolly ? 

What ſhou'd you do with wit ? it always 
overſets you, your Sail is unproportionable 
_ to your Ballaſt, when a Storm comes, 

you muſt aows with all, or inevitably to 
the bottom, 

I know no good 1t does ye, or ever can, 
or what you are the betrer fort, unleſs 
that 1t teaches ye to deſpiſe your Hus- 
band, and. to diſpute with fem, inſtead 
. of obeying fem. | 

Well rett the Ghoſt of poor {lton, who 
when you had blinded him, like his own 
Sampſon, yer made a ſhift to. give you 
one Sparring Blow, before he dy'd. For 
thus he compliments you, and inſtructs us 

i his Sampſon HAgoniſtes, 


. = Heat" ns Unverſal Law, 
.. Gave to the. Man deſportick Power, 
. . Over his Female; in due awe, | 
; Nor from that right to part an Hoar 5 
Smile /Ze or lour. 
So fhall he leaf Confuſion draw, 
On his own Life, not {\way*d 4H 
By Female Uſurpatien, nor diſmay*d. 


And now we are falFn upon Poetry, pray 
how many honeſt Poeteſſes can you reckon 
among ye 2 From Gravny Sappho, down to 

| AMther 
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Aother Behu? If Boccalin been't too grave 
an Author for ye, pray be at the trouble 
ro read a very eaitying Story jn him----Tis 
the 22d Advertiſement, © That the Gentle- 
© men of Parnaſſus having, contrary to their 
*ancient Laws, admitted into their Acade- 
* my, feveral virtuous Laay-Poeteſſes, they 
* were at firlt wonderfully applauded by the 
* Virtuoi, and what with Emulation, 
*and what with Love, never were there 
* finer Performances in their publick Schools. 
* But within a little while, Apol/o ſmelt 
* out ſome doings amongſt fem, which did 
*notat all pleaſe him ; on which he imme- 


* diately call'd a Parliament. , and orderfd 
* all the Poetefſes to be baniſhed out of his 


.* Territories; as Plato ſerved the Poers, ma- 


, king a [tric Law, that never any more 
* of *'em ſhould be admitted afterwards, 
* giving this Reaſon, worthy his wiſdom for 
* jo ſevere a Decree, becauſe he had found 
hy experience, that Womens befF Poetry was 
© 11 their Diſtaff and their Needle, ard that 
© their Exerciſes in common with the Virtuo- 
* li, was like Dogs Play , which generally 
* ends in getting #pon one another's Backs, 
They tell a Story of a little pigmy ſort 
of a Poetaſter, who was lo very lignt, he 
was forc'd to wear Lead in his Shoes, to 
prevent his being whiskt round like a 
Straw, and blown away by every blaſt of 
Wind. You Lady Poets, are often faid to 
be obliged to er Sex for aſliſtance in your 
Compoſnres 
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Eompoſures ; but if one of you cou'd but 
have ſtolen this little Fellow *s Shoes, and. 
had others made by their Model for all your 
Sifterhood:, *twou'd have done you more 
fervice than the beſt Plot or pair of Verles. 
that any of your Sex ever made bold: with-- 
from the works-of your Neighbours.. 


THOMAS. 
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Anſwer to L.&tter. XIX... 


Being 4 Defence: of Wit ind.” 
Poerry in. Women.. 
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v fo angry with ir, Sir T. Re-- 
V _— FA a Good Natur'd Gen- 
tleman, like your elf, rephes to his Arte- 
goniſt on fuck an occaſion 3 you might have 
been made a Wit your ſelt, and ſhould. 
you have taken it well, if others Res 
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been io angry with you for no-ether Rex 
ſow ? 

Fn Ay---but ftis the She-wits that you de- 
clare War againſt ; you are afraid of fem, 
and yet you provoke *em. You: make fem 
a parcel of Tygreſſes and Cata-monntains, 
and all the Afonffers in the Tower, .and yet 
as valiantly as your Brother Knight of the 
Il-favour'd Conntenarce, go and ſet open 
their Cage, nay thruſt in a Sraf,, and make - 
*m cutt 1r about, without any fear of 
their {allying out againſt you : And I be- 
heve, after all, you need not fear *em-: For 
have you not ſeen a harmleſs Familiar Crea- 
ture, walk about in.the. ſame Cage with 
the Lions, who yet have ſcorn'd to touch 
him, and thought him below their Anger ? 
Nothing but Hunger cou*'d ever drive *em 
to lift up their Mighty Paw againſt him. 
Even ſo, Sir T. But ſo much for Similzer, 
and now to the merits of the Caxſe in con- 
troverly between us. 

I confeſs, I always thought that Wit and 
Learning had poliſhed the Afanrers, and 
render*d all Perſons more refin*d, and more 
converſible; and that nothing was morc 
fierce, or more untrattable, than a Dance 
or a Fool. But *tis an Age of Paradoxes, 
Sir 7, This that we live in, and you are 
born, I perceive, to do ſervice to Humane- 
kind, and to ſet us right, and clear our 
Judgments from theſe and many other 


vulgar Errors. You aflure us, that a Wit. - 
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1s the moſt fierce and moſt formidable 


. Creature in the World : A thing with a 
' I5hg Tail, huge Horns, vaſt Glareing Baſon 


EJes, unſufterable tremendous Claws, -and 
a Tail, as long as a Blazing-Star, and as 
miſchievous as a Scorpior's. 

But is it.not ftrange that in Crecatares of 
the ſame Specres, there ſhould be 1o vaſt a 
difference 2 Why, there is not more between 


. a tiney Newt, or a harmleſs little Lizzard, 


and your vaſt and terrible Crecod'les, or 
Allig adors, then between a Hee, and a Shee- 
Wit, according to -your way of deſcribing 
the one, and what we know of the other, 
Since your Hee-W#:ts, Sir T. by all that we 
cou'd ever obſerve, and as. you know. by 
experience, are often the gentleſt rameſt 
Creatures; that we Ladys are no more at- 
fraid of, then of our S$qairrils : We have 
&+:m in a Chain, they fling themſelves about 
from one place to tfother, are never at reſt, 
but always good humour'd and diverting, 
and give fein but a handful of F:Lberrs, 
you thall have em the beſt Company in 
the World. Tho theſe, I confeſs, are only 
the Tame-Wits of whom I'm d:{courting, 
and are among whom our Acquaintance 
chiefty lies 3 Thoſe who are relin'd and 
poliſh'd by their Converſation with the 
Fairer Sex, whole company you muſt 
own, exceeds the beſt Academys in thee 
marrers, tince for thoſe of ye who run 
wild, and only herd with one another, how 


ſhould 
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ſhould you but retain your Native Fierce - 
neſs, and yet certainly you might be tamed 
too, With our good management, unleſs you 
are worſe then Elephants. | 

You are aftraid of our Painting ; Sir T. 
and leſt you ſhou'd ſee- your own (ſweet 
Face expos'd by ſome of ourPencils more to 
the Life then you'd defire : But yet a wiſe 
Man wou'd not be too much aftfraid of a 
diſtant and 'only poſſible .danger ; Belides, 
there are ſome Faces fo very hard to hir, | 
fo full of ſo many pretty odaneſſes, and 
particalarities, and lo very Feneſceay-quoyiſh, 
that a Good Arti/t. would hardly venture 
his Reputatition 1n attempting *em. How- 
ever, ſhou'd we ever venture to draw it, 


| we promiſe youwe won'not be {fo Malitious 


as to put a Tail tor. 

But you fay, ftis ill truſting ſuch Zages 
Taols, as wit in our Hands. I confeſs, Sir, 
you have reaſon, for if we once knew how . 
to uſe fem, we ſhould ſcon' beat ye at your 
own Weapons; at Aether-Wit, you own we 
outdo ye already 3 and who can blame you 
for endeavouring to, keep us from 1mpro- 
ving- it, ſince we ſhould then be doubly 
your aſter? | 

It, were but fair tho, after. after all theſe 
quarrels abour Wir, . that you would be ſo 
kind to tell us . what 1t 15,” teft we ſhou'd 
ciſpure, and you ſhould blame aus for 
What yet tiever had a real being... 
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If it be, a j»/t Imaging of Nature, why 
may not our Sex attempt it as well - az 
yours, and what inconvenience coutd 
follow, ſhould they ſucceed inf*t, -and 
why may not they do it _—_— as well 
as Bungling ? Succeſs in theſe things de- 
pending partly upon Obſervation, and 
partly on cuſtom, but chiefly on a lively 
Imagination and a happy Genins, And in- * 
deed it's in this quickneſs of the Ima- 
gination, wherem Wit may be thought 
Principally to confiſt, according to the 
moſt uſual acceptation of the word, al- 
tho, if conhder'd to the bottom, it may 
be this Definition would be found to fall 
in. with the former. However, all are 
agreed, that Readineſs of Thcught, and 
Sharpneſs of Repartee, are great Inſtances 
of Wit, and that in ſuch LZzcky tawrn 
we may ſee the livelieſt Glances of it. 
And if in theſe you will not pretend 
to come near us, What 15 there in 


- them, I beſeech wo to tell us, for which 


you can juſtly blame us ? Theſe things 
are Diverting, and Surprizing, and Agree- 
able, and for which you value your felves 
very highly, and you pretend you are 
tond of *'em too in us, when you can 
find fem. 

That Wit, in Woman found ſo rare as 
one of your own «aſſaming Sex deſcribes it, 
and yet when you have tound 1t, you are 
always cnvying and pecking at it 3 Nee 

Lally 


Humane Nature, vic leave 


yet you have Hrafference as much as et- 
ther. R 
But our next Accuſation is for Poetry,” 
7 . | LS 
another Aortal Sin, which no [1dx/rence 


fiom your 1zfallibilities, it leems, muſt 


Pardon. 

And why ſhould you envy us the little 
we have of it 2 A few Airy Songs, or 2 
Copy of whineiag Love-Verſes to our Faiths 
I: unconſcionable Pajazer, is, for the moſt 


part, all that we pretend to. If by a 
-racle, we Write a New Pay now and then, 
or Vamp up au old cne, you know that's 


oar 'Top, and” feldoia there, any higher 


\then Farce or Conzedy. But for High ane 


AGvghty Epic, tor the moſt perfe& work of 
; that: entire- 
ly unto you, none of ours having ever in- 


"Vaded that province ; you may, as long as 


you pleaſe, Write Dll Foltis's your ſelves, 


-nor ſhall we envy the Honour you have in 
Compoling fem, nor the Happineſs of o- 


thers in Peruſing em. 

But you are moſt ttoubled at our want 
of Heneſty : As much, I ſuppoſe, as molt of 
your Chaſt and Virtwous Sex ; tho you are 
more troubled where you find that Accuſa- 


tion a Slander, as it is much more fre- 
quently then Truth and Juſtice, But how- 


ever, pray whether of theſe two is it, Poe- 
try, or ?/';, that makes us diſhoneſt, 
and how come either of *em to have lucy 

dilinai 
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-Zully nor in. bur Sex will pleaſe ye, and* 
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diſmal effe&s on us, and no ſuch thing in 
you ? O! "Tis the ſtrength of your Tem- 
pers, the Firmneſs of your minds, and your 
Conſummated Habits of Virtae, tis thele 
doubtleſs that are ſuch ones Antidctes, 
that they can reſiſt ſuch ſubtle Poyſons, 


and whereof you are fo plentifully ftor- } 


ed, that if you think they would have the 
ſame effett in us, *twou'd be a Noble Piece 
of Charity to aſliſt us with a good quantity 
of it, ſince ftis to- be ſuppos'd you have 
very large Funds of your own, which high 
SR ſhou'd be ever acknowledg'd 


Towr Humble, &c. 


Rachel Godfrey. 


" NED a7” 
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LET-I BEM 
A gains Womens Jealouſy. 


— 


y Mr. TRENCHFEILD. 


WW Hen **is your own caſe, you have a 
ready excuſe for the baſeſt Intideli- 
ty, and when you have given us the broad- 
eſt Signs of your Falſchood, and we muſt 
pull out our Eye3 if we would not fee 
them yet forlooth, we /egitimate all your 
Injuſtice by daring to ſuſpect it : And woufd 
you be willing to have this turn'd upon 
ou,or where is the Equity, that you'll al- 
ow' this to be very fair o* your ſide, but 
not of ours 2 There's nothing more vexa- 
tious nor more. common amonglt you then 
ths Tormenting Vice of Jealouty : Tis 
almoſt as natural t*ye as Pride and Peeviſh- 
eſs, for *cis an apparent mixture of born. 
It argues the meanels of your Tempers too, 
as well as, too often, your own {»f1el:ty; 
Little minds are moſt apt co %wp'cor;, 
( of which Argas 1s a notable inte. 
which the great and brave 25" ; 
much rather be ul Us WH» 
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; any Injury. 
Guilt 1t ſelf 1s the mott Jealous thing in 
Natwre : Tis a ore {uſpirion you have 
been formerly in the Over, by your pecp- 
__ often into't. There's no pollibility 
of ſatisfying a Jealons Woman; were you 
Marryd to -an Exch, your wou'd fearce 


 . truſt him out of your ſight, any more then 
. the Famous Tazrk/> Empcror 


: I wonder 
you have never yet mvented 17:- Pagd- 


.. docks, fince you'd gladly keep the Men up 


as Cloſe as the Eaſter lings do their 1YVomes: 
And when they have etcaped Prifon for an 
hour, or a day, ne're a Prince in £Exrope 


. has more Spies about him then a poor Has 


bard ; Who ſhall icarce look on another 


"Woman, bat his own hears on't a:moſt as 


ſoon as the Glarxce 1s over ; but it he dares 
proceed ſo far as a- civil Salute, he's a gu 
Alan, and I know not how hel] dare lift up 
his Face any more before his Lady Wije : 
Alas, poor Hxsband | This 1s his condition, 
and ſo much worle that one can ſearce con- 
ceive it without the hazard of a very dar- 


gerous experiment, and acually entring in- f 


to the Nooſe to Learn what *tis. How 


.many Lives have been ſacrific'd to that 


fatiate Fiend, a Female Jealouſy, and what 
Hecatombs wou'd be tufficient to appeaſe it! 
You are all Medea's and Circe's, and Pw 
ſous and Dazgers are your mildeſt pretents 
on ſuch occations, and the very ſuſpition of 


one Crime in the Man, ſhall too often be 
follow'd 


nw 
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follow'd with the Perpetration of many 
mo. blacker from his implacable Gover- 
MES. 

Or if you are: not quite ſo outragions, - 
ou make it out, as far as you are able, in 
eſſer, but perpetual YVexations ! As impor- 
tunate you are as Flies in July, and like. 
them, as impotent as you appear, you can 
yet draw Blood - where efre you ſettle. - 
You <© wwrry us with your Peals, as your 
forcſaid Friend complains of one of your 
Predeceſlors. - What an incredible - Copia 


| you have 2 How came you by ſuch an {n- ** 
exhauſtible ſtock of words, -and ſo much 


Nataral Eloquence ?' Here--you dilplayralt = 
your Figaeres, and. envy us none of Jour 
Rhetorick,-- You are never at a ſtand nnleſs 
when you are out of Breath, or Chap-falFn 
with too w#o/ent motion 5 and what haſte 


ought. an honeſt. man to make in ſuch a -. 


cake for a Surgeon, to get all fet right -- 
again 2? : 
Even Night it ſelf, -the Eaſer of all o-- - 
ther Cares, brings no benefit to the milſe- 
rable wretch that's haunted with -ſach a 
Domeſtich Fiend ; What makes up: all o- 
ther Breaches only widens © theirs : The 
Sun may ſet and riſe, and (et again, - but 
ſhe's no Changeling. :. The Bea*s her Chap-- 
pel, and ſhe ſays her Prayers there, but *ris-- 
as Witches do, all backward. 
She has an admirable /Zemory, that's the- 
Truth. on't, and _ run ye "eg ten, or 
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2wenty years, and give the poor Man as 
exatt a Cataiogue of all his Sins, as if ſhe 
had been his Evil Genizs, that tempted 
him to commut fem. He reſts, but *tis :$ 
the Saint did upon Gr:dirons : When ſhe's 
tired, which may be about Cock-crowing, 
and fleep with much a ado Tintnobe 
her for a few moments, he's: ſill bur little 
the betrer, and even ſhe 15 her own Tor- 
mentor 3 the dreams every moment that 
ſhe ſurprizes him in anothers Arms, Scree- 


_* etes out and ſnatches after him, till ſhe 


wakes him in as great a fright as her ſelf ; 
unleſs he's difturb'd and ftarts np before, 
at her terrjble ſhape, that ſtill erceps in 
through her cloſed Eyelids, and repeats all 
the Leftnres ſhe had juſt been giving him. 

Even the Chwrch is no Sanctxary to hifn 
from her i»tolerable vexation, ſhe accompa- 
nys him thither more out of Spite then De- 
votion, watches him as ſharp as an old -U- 


ſrrer his Rich Hiereſs, keeps her Eye as 


intently fix'd on his, as if ſhe were duel- 
ling him, :nd if it ever chance to fall on 
any Female Face in the whole Company, 
ſhe's ready to unſheath her Talons, fiy our 
of the Seat at her, and faſten like a Cart, | 
to the Deſtraction of her innocent rigging. | 
And here's abundant matter for Repetition, | 
whcn they get home again, as well as for | 


Jrveniion nd Malice a long time after. | 


She's ſuch a deepfighted Polititian, that, | 
with her, whatever may be, always is ; ſhe | 
never | 


never wants Circumſtances ts {et oft her 
Venemous Imaginations ſhe Poifons the faireſt 
Fame with but breathing on'r. All Yoman- 
kind, in her- opinion, 1s one great Strum- 

t, and ſhe's Jcaloas-of fem all, leſt 
ier Grand: Signior ſhou'd reduce fem into 
one Seraglio. 

Nay, ſhe's Jeilous even of her elf, left 
he ſhoufd think of others while he's em- 
bracing her, and not content of Perſecu- 
ting him in this World, wou'd fun carry 
her cruelty even beyond the Grave. She's 
Mortally aftraud of dying firſt, leſt he 
ſhou'd Marry ag un, ſhe thinks Second MMar- 
riages but another ſort- of Adultery, 2nd 


abtolutely unlawful, and if any thing, 
cou'd make her content to leave hum, 


'twou'd be the hopes of haunting him in 
the time of his Second Wife, drawing the, 
Curtains, glaring in upon fem, pulling oft 
the Cloachs from fem, and fliding in cold 
berween em. And earneltly wiſhes for the 
Enchanted Ring they talk of, which 
made one of the French Kings ſo mad fer 
his 17iſire/s, and doat upon her very Car- 
cals. | 


Anſw 
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Robert Trenchfiel1-- 
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Anſwer to Letter XX. 
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Concerning Fealouly in Women: 
g Fealouſy 


| ——————— a , Pr—_—— 


By Madam BRIGGINSHAW. 


Qt 
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7 QU myſt own Jealonſ5 is ſometimes a. 
* Spgnof Love; you fo often give us. 


reaſon ro be Fealesſe,there is not a Creature 
in the World moreFealouſe then a Husband, 
_ and yer you run on inthe OH Track, load vs 
with all the odrzm you can rake tc gether,ar.d 
would have us believe your Sex 1s pertectly 
Innocent. 

Why ſhould a Wife ever concern her 
felf at what her Husband did, had ſhenot 
an extraordinary tenderneſs for him 2 And 
does ſhe not deſerve better returns then 
the generally meets with, for enduring ſo 
painful a Paſſion only on his Account, 
_ whereas if ſhe never Lovd him, ſhe would 

know nothing of it ? 

You are all ready enough to blame cur 
Sex, whether with, or without Reatn, 
and to exclaim againſt fem,if they manifeit 
the leaſt Reſentment in caſes of this Na- 
ire - 


m_m—a— 
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ture: You would have- us be all ſuch per- -- 


fe& Grizz/les as the Woman that Lacy talks 
of, who furniſht a Chamber for her Hus-' - - 
bands Convemencies: Bur you cannot think + 
it {o very ealy: for a Woman of Spirit to 
digeſt an affront of ſo high.a Nature : 
We do not care for being lighted aiiy 
more then you, we think -we deferve Love, 
and may reaſonably expe& it : But when - © 
after the moſt Solemn Vows, the moit paſli- 
onate and private Oaths, and publick $9- 

lemnities, a Fize Woman fhall be left in a + 
few Months, it.may be, for ſome contemp- 
tible diſeaſe, or at leaſt. common «and -mer- 
cenary  Creatare ; this would provoke any 


thing that is not a7 a Sat, which Cha + 
ratter not very many; elt us-Or you - 
can. pretend to : And other Reaſon - > 


given for this TreatmenÞbut, ſhe's a Fife, 
with a Cwr/e at one end on't: - And how | 
common this is at preſent, how difficult to - 


find any of your Sex who are Maſters of any - : 


more fidelity or honeſty,all the Surgeons in 
Town can Witneſs, as w:ll as the unwhole- 
ſome dwindling Remains of matyy conſfi- + 
derable- Families. I-* can ſcarce forbear 
Naming ſome of em, did-not decency for- 
bid it : Thereare few Letters in the Alpha- 
bet that wou'd not point atone or other; 

There's my Lord, A. and B. and C. and *« 
D;-and Sir E, F.andG. H. and F. K,-and £, ©. 
A, N. and Sir O, P. and Squire , R. tho TI. ' 
think there's. but-one of that Name, and- * 

L-4 --: even 
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even Mr. $, T. and Y. Y. and I might go 
On at the ſame rate were there a Hunared 
Letters jn the Alphabet, or ſhould I repeat 
It an hundred times over, or K:-g as many 
Changes upon't as one may upon Foxr and 
Twenty Bells, And while mankind is fo 
Univerſally falſe, whether would you think 
4t a piece of Charity, or Folly in a Woman 
never to ſ{ujpet, Nay, not to beheve her - 
Kyes, when the Baſeneſs and Villany of 
your Sex appears {o Glaringly before 'em ? 
It 15not indeed, properly Jealoxfy or Suſpi- 
#301, but certainty and demonſtration,when 
Tatters are once brought to this paſs : But 
youll ſay, ſuproſe an Husband has been 
once falſe, he may be better, and we ought 
to hope better of Lins: Why truly, I know 
no abſolute Impoſſibility in the Kepentance of 
the Devils themſelves, but yer I'm ſure 
they. are fallen 3 and have not ſo large a 
Charity tor them, as I have heard one of 
the Fathers had, who fully believ'd they 
ſhould be fav'd : It is not often that Men 
Pong, wen arriv'd toany heigth of Wick- 
eancfs ; They thould have iſtopt ſhort be- 
fore they had got ſo far; when they are fal- 
In, they muſt needs be down, and who can 
undo what is once done in ſuch caſes 2 
or how Can we help Remembring the Zrea- 
fon, when we have the Traitor always be- 
fore our Eyes? When it 1s your own Caſe, * 
you plead that the Marriage s eficaually 
diflolv'd by any oxc Act, on the aha * 
1z9c 
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fide of this Natzre. But pray ' how many 
mult go to it on the 4445 ? Or it one were 
ſufficient, how few Afarriages would re- 
main undiſlolv'd 2? Ir is indeed this conſ1- 
deration, and the kindneſs we have to our 
Families, and the order of the World, and 
even to our Falſe and Tzranmcal Maſters, 
which inclines us to put up more Afronts 
of this Natare, then it were poſſible tor us 
to digeſt, were we not more #1paſſionate and 
more capable of Reaſon then you general- 
ly repreſent us ; Eſpecially when you have 
fo far {uborn'd cuſtom to your fide, as un- 
reaſonable a Tyrant as your lelves, that it 
has paſt it into one of its own unequal 
Laws, that it is the Dx#ty of a Woman to 
be all 241k and Butter, all ſweetneſs and 
foftneſs, when her Husband;keeps a Brace, 
or a Leaſh of Rampant Whores under her 
Noſe, it may be in the very Houſe, and 
maintain'd by her Fortzxe, to bring Begge- 
ry and Diſcales into the Family : Whereas 
when a Gentleman is but ſeen near a FYo- 
mans Apartment, if he dares but peep into 
the Avenxes of the Serav!io, immediately 
nothing's to be heard bur Piffols and Dag- 
gers, and Divorces and Acts of Parliament, 
and all the terrible things in Natere. Now 
altho you are pleas*d for ſome Politics 
Reafons, to give your (elves ſo great an Ad- 
vantage, without any regard to the weak- 
nels of our Sex, or the Temptations of your 
own, or Generoſity, or 10 much as. com- 
NOAH. 
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mon Juſtice ; yet you might permit us fill 
to keep that /ztrle Portion of Commyn Serce, 
which Natare has given us, and tho we have 
ſo little means to right cur. ſelves, give us 
leave to know when we are injur'd, and to 
be uneaſy under the- /zj»/tice, For ſuppole 
us, for once, to have all the Charity and 
Gooaneſs which you-think we want, yet one 
fuch wound, one Act of Infidelity, if it 
ſhould not be Moria! to our Love, - mult 
| ” needs leave a deep and a laſting Scar 

hind it. Such too well grounded S»/{prr:- 
es, with ſuch Rxinons matter of Fact to 
{«pport *em, as you can never blame us for 
'em, unleſs you do the ſame for having _ 
Eyes,or for thinking,and making uſe of our 
Reflec110n and Reaſov. 
1 cannot deny but we know we are ne- 
ver the betrer, for all the diſcoveries we 
make of this Nature, nay, that it would be 
on ſome Accounts the wiſer way to reſt our 
{elves content in ignorance, rather then by. 
enquiring. into your /rfidelitys, to have oply 
a.nuerable choice left us, either to be az/ap- 
poinced wn our ſearch by your deeper cun- 
410g, and fo loſe all our expence and time, 
or it we find whar weexpeR, to give our 
leives the moſt ſenfible Aﬀietion and Tor- 
ment : Yet on the other fide, you mult ac-- 
knowledge that ſ#ſpence is one of the moſt 
wneafy conditions of Lite, and you can hardly 
with Juſtice blame us if we delire to get. 
out of it, and to know the worſt, whate- 
ver it colts us. LTDI AH BIG ___ 45 
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LE ETT ER XXE 


That a True Wifefs Incorri-- 
g1ble. 


Cn EE mnenand _ — —  ——  —— 


By Mr. AX FE L—=- 
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don't mean that ſhe o#g/t not to be cor- - 

re(ted, but that if ſhe be, ſhe'll be ne- 
ver the better for't, and that ſhe's ſo cons 
ſ{ummately perverſe, that rnere's: no man- 
ner of way to work upon her. A Tyger 
may be tam'd, a Lien may have his Teeth. 
knockt out, and Claws pared, .and any O- 
ther tort of Viper its Sting pulled out ; bur. 
do-all this to a omar, 1ihell be a meer 
Woman {till : If you knock out her Teeth, 
ſhe'll mumble you with her umplacable: 
Gums , nay, if you pull out her Tongue, 
ſhe'll certainly ſcold with the famp. on't, 
while the leatit &:r is left. A Dacking Sto? 
is but a ſort of Chair of State with *em, 
when enthron'd there, they are at the. 
top of their Prefcrment : The. Water. is. {6 
ter from cooling a ſeaton'd Scold, rhat ſhe-- 
is more likely to. heat the Water ; .ſhe fizzes 
as: - 
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as ſhe goes down , and makes it at leaſt 


Summer about her. She's like Aches dipr 


in $:5x, perfetly invulnerable, and con- *' 


tracts as much additional hardncſs as Steel, 


by being quench'd in Water, The whole 


Sex are akin to the Taylor's Wife, they'll 
be ſnapping their Fingers as ſoon as they 
riſe, fink *emas deep as ye will ; and when 
you ſee an Anwvile the ſofter for being ham- 
. merd every Day, you may hope the ſame 
good eftect from diſciplining a Woman, 
whoſe depraved Stomach turns not only 
Food, but wholeſome Phyſick into the 
 rankeſt Poylon. . 


Were | to diret a Painter to draw the - 


#r in 24in,he ſhould throw afide the old 
Story of Lathering the Blackmoor, and in- 
ſtead of it, ſhould paint the Tame of the 
Shrew, which is ſcarce probable enough to 
make a P/ay of it, becauſe none can athrm 
*tis a true mage of Life, An Opera indeed 
might be made on*t, {ach another buſineſs 
as the Tempeſt, but the. Charaers would 
be as incredible, and much ſtranger than 
the wo Cxubbs begot by an Inenbss, 

There's a dark ſallenneſs, a black rootet 
obſtinzey in all the Sex, the ſame keen ſtur- 
dinels that we find in the Blacks, and tho' 
ye ſhould cut the Snakes All ro pieces, e- 
very little bit of 'er> would fly in your 
Nell, will / | 

ell, will fir ears do any better with 
*<m 2 will Kngnes and lenit 'Y Work on-their 


good) 


—— —— ————— — — 


— 


5 O09 = IE c—_ _—_ 


| 


1 — 
en Err 


_ — cc — _ 


The Female t9ar, 23r 


god Natares ? Yes, juſt as much as *twill 
upon a Volf 5, whom ye have ſaved from 
the Tree, and brought home to make a 
Houſe Dog of him : Have at your /fzrton, 
if he can any ways get a fling at it, and 1f 
he once breaks looſe, he's ten times worſe 
than ever. 

Whoever knew a Feoman the better for 


| being kindly us'd 2 No, 'tis your Duty, 


you ought ro do no leſs; nay, you dare 
do no otherwiſe, and who ſhould” thank 
you only tor paying them their own? 

This 'tis to be fo very well opinion'd of 
themſelves, they have ſuch an abundant 
ſtock of Concert, that they merit more than 
all ; they are out of reach of Crvility, and 
'tis impoſſible to oblige. them. 

It ſhows indeed the Generofity of their 
Temper, that the more they are lov'd, the 
more {till they inſule. They have then a 
Handle, an Excuſe for domineering, the 
couchant Husband or Eover muſt bid Fare- 
wel to the Reins and Saddle, know his 
diſtance, and learn obedience. | 

Bur your Patience ſhall prevail as little 
as. your Love : Who would not tread upon 
a Footftool ? And. the more you have born 
already, the more you are like to bear, as 
you are the berter able. Your Brains lie ' 
NH) Ho Shoulders, 'for there is all your 
Wiſdom. tt's pity ſuch excellent Yerrues 
fhould ruſt, fer w.nt of due F.xercile and 
Employment - Doubtlcſs, A2f1trinomy is 2 
{tat 
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tate of great Perfe&ion , it has in it fo 
nuich Mortifhcation. 

Be the Wife Virtuous or Falſe, ftis- much 
the ſame thing as to the Man's Eaſe and 
Happineſs, for if ſhe's. incorrigibly Vir- 
ruous, there's noting 1n the World fo im- 
perious and afluming,; .and. becauſe ſhe is 
not a Yhere , expetts you can do no leſs 
than fall down. and worſhip her ; tho' it 
may be, 'tis want of Beauty or Oppertwnity 
that keeps her---I won't {ay honeſt, but 
as ſhe is. An: Honeſt Shrew there's as little 
hopes. of, as of a Preciſe Hypocrite. The 
ſtand upon their Honour, and are bot 
ſo good, you know not how to mend 'em; 
and they neither envy the World the know- 
ledge of their Virtues, for you never need 
fear but you ſhall hear of em. . © Ah-- did 
* I ſerve, you as other Women do their Hus- 
© bands, and keep a brace: or two - o'Gal- 
© lands under your Noſe, I ſhou'd not be 
© usd thus. I ſhou'd not wear {ſuch a Toad 
© of a Gown -here, not. fit to make Shoe- 
* Clonts ; TI ſhou'd have more reſpe& and 
© Benevolente , and - Worſhip, and Obe- 
* dience. 

O'rother fide, if ſhe's a Grain too light, 


tho*. you throw in whole Mountains, you - 


cou'd not turn the Scale. You muſt not 
elieve your own dear Eyes in thoſe caſes, 
much lets your Ears, the your Diſhonour 
x peeling #3 <a every moment. Baſe, Jea- 
ous, Suſpicicus, Dog in a Manger, are it 
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} may be, ſome of the fineſt Salutations the - 
oor humble wretch muſt expe&, to make 
[es Horns f1t eafte ; or 16 ſhe once fear he - 
| begins to uſe his Eyes, and reſent it in 
earneſt, then all the Sexes Magazine 1s pre- 
ſently open'd, the Drefling-Box of their 
Minds , which they can painf..too, when- 
they- pleaſe, and diſguiie bgyond. know- 
ledge, as well as their Faces. The Sobs,. 
ow, Tears, atid Smiles, and Fits, and cun- 
ning half Confeſſions, and impudent ſtur- 
dy Denials, as occaſion ſerves, and ſhe 
tinds it moſt convenient, and according. as, 
his Heart. is unguarded_, and his ſoft 1:de 
| lies open. Aﬀiltoy will once more ſhow 
| *em their Pifture, and they can't deny bus 
tis to the Life. 


--- * Theſe are thy wonted Arts, 
| : And Arts of every. Woman falſe like. 
” thee, 
| © To break all Faith, all Vows, Deceive, 
| Betrzy. | 
* Then, as Repentant to ſubmit, beſeech, 
* And Reconcilement move, with feign'd 
remor{e, 
* Confeſs, and. promiſe Wonders in her 
Change, 
* Not truly Penitent, but chief to try 
| * Her Husband, how far urg'd his Pa- 
tience bears Y 
* His Virtue or weakneſs which way to 


aflail : 
{Then . 
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"OR more cautious and inſtructed 
I, 

* Again Trarſgreſſes, and again Sub- 


mis. 


Like to a Miracle; for if he doats on, 
and believes heartily, they are ſafe enough, 
and juſt as*much alter'd as the Sea 1s by 
the ſhining of the Sun,or the Motion of the 
Wind. The Surtace is a little varied, but 
the unfathomable bottom is ſtill the tame, 
the Water as {alt and bitter as ever, and 
the Waves as dangerous and unconttant, 
What it loſes in one Place, it gains 
in another ; and tho* it can't daſh the Rock 


m pieces at one ſtroke, twill wear it by . 


degrees, and in time it may make it moul- 
der away to nothing. 
And thus *tis, if a Man arms himſelf with 


never ſo much Reſolution againſt his vexa- 


tions Spoxſe, ſhe will find a way toget with- 
m him ſome way or other, and trip up 
his Heels, though never ſo much upon his 
Guard. Sheefll weather out even his Pa- 
tience, and make him as weak and pee- 
viſh as her {elt , if he han't a ſharp Eye 
upon her, and obſerve how ugly it looks 
in her, and how. ill a Phyſitian he muſt 
needs be eſteemed , Who is himſelf in- 


fefted by that Diſeaſe he pretends to 
Cure, 


Nay, 
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Nay , tho* he help himſelf with his 
B'it, though he takes never ſo many dif- 
ferent Methods, turns his Thoughts never 
{o many ways , ſhe'll eafily countermine 
him; the natural vanity of a Woman 
rendzrs all ineffectual. The Symptoms 
change every Hour, and then there's 
lictle likelihood of to much as difcoverins 
the Diſtemper , much leis removing ir. 
The Wind roars round the Compaſs every 
Glaſs, and then the moſt skilful Steerſman 
in all the Watry World, muſt needs be ar 
EI 

There are ſo many Mazes in a Female 
Mind, that they. often loſe themſelves in 
'em ; much more may they loſe us. I de- 
ſpair to find a Clue to condu& me quite 

rough it, and therefore here I leave ir, 
without- venturing any farther. 


Ralph Aztel. 


Anſwer 
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Anſwer to Letter XXL. 


gible. 
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By Madam BARNES. 
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much as give us leave to mend, after 
you have reckon'd up all the Faults we are 
gvilty of, and a Thouſand more, which 


thought all Creatures that were indu'd . with 


they had formerly done amiſs, to do bet- 


without Reaſon, will travel more careful- 
ly when they come to a Place where they 
have formerly ſtumbled; or bin in danger - 
But have we lels Serſe teven than whar is 


as thar ſhadow of Reaſon, which all give 
to Beaſts themſclves ? or mult a rrae 37 ife, 


That an IM Wife's not Incorri-. 


QEvere Cenſures indeed ! that wtll not fo 


never enterd into our Minds. I confeſs I ” 


Reaſon, were by that Faculty alſo capaci- 
tated to review their Actions, and where + 


ter : Nay, I have obſerved even Creatures } 


Irrational? or will you not allew us ſo much. 


ce oa owes fk S £&EEkSI=zrc n kMQa=- cock... 1. 


25 you call her, be neceſſarily of the ſame - 
| Temper .- 


Temper with a tre Haba, rather to go 
on and break her Neck, tl1an-acknowledge 
ſhe was miſtaken in the Road, and ask the 
Direction of er FellowTravellers > Thus far 
indeed I muſt confels, that ſome. Perſons 
have fuch a way of Teaching , that they 
plainly confeſs they have no mind an 
ſhould learn ought from them, eſpecially 

if the Scholar's of a free and ingenuous 

Temper. You never knew > Bird" taught 
to ſing, when-:vou held hin by the Throar, 
.and the pocr little Creature was juſt ſtrug- 
ling for Life. -Let us at leaſt hop abour 
our Cage, if you'll not allo'v us an Avia- 
ry: This may in time bring us off from 
our witd Notes, and make us ting what- 
ever you pleaſe: Unleſs you expe@ we 
ſhould fay that white*s biel "ad pay you 
ſuch an Obetience, as'the Church of Rowe 
requires of her Votaries : But were 1t not 
more deſirable ro have a Reatonable Crea- 
ture in your Boſcm, than one whom you 
had render'd perfeQtiy ſtupid, without any 
Choice or Will? And can you deny that 
we are oblized in {ome Caſes to difobey 
you 2 which we can never do, though you 
Jhould command us to perpetrate the 
oreateſt Crimes, or to endure the worit cf 
Villanies, if you have once taken away 
that Reaſon which muſt be the guide of all 
our Acticns. 


A 
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A generous Nature is ealily to be wrought 
upon, it you go about it the right way ; 
but .Force is only a fit Argument for a 


eaſt. or a Slave ; and if you make ule of 


it on thoſe who have the ſame Principle 
of Reaſoning with your ſelves, you may 
perhaps make fem fear ye, bur it 1s certain 
they will never love ye: Nay, even that 


Fear will by degrees wear away, fince - 


it is very natural to flight frequent and 
unreaſonable Anger , which like any 0- 
ther Correction manag'd at the ſame 
rate may harden, but not amend us. 
Now why ſhould not you Men , who 
fancy your ſelves indu'd with ſuch a Su- 


pererragation of Prudence, make choice *' 


of ſuch means as would infallibly attain 
the ends you propole rather than ſuch 
as you know would efte&t the quite con- 
trary ? eſpecially when thoſe Methods 
are more pleaſing and eafie to you, as 
well as us ? You ſay you would fain 
have us better, and reform ſome Vani- 
ties aud Follies whereof you think us 
guilty : If you are in earneſt, and had not 
rather have us continue faulty, on purpoſe 
that you may have the pleaſure of finding 
fault with us, learn for once from a Wo- 
man how to deal with Women , for we 
ſhould be beit acquainted with our 
{clves. = 


And 
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And in the firſt place, we don't dehire 
to be thought full out ſuch Angels as you 
repreſented us for your own Ends, at. your 
firſt Acquaintance, How can you expe 
to have us make good what you your 
ſelves did+*never believe, tho you have 
often enough ſaid and ſworn it, in the 
heat of Courtſhip ? Set off all - thoſe 
heightnings , allow for fem all when you 
come nearer. You take us at laſt for ber- 
ter for worſe, as we do you, Perlon, and 
Portion, and Faults, and all together ; and 
as you would hardly refuſe or throw back 
a good Portion for one Braſs Half-Crown 
in't, you ſhould, we would hope, allow 
us as fair Play as you do our adorable 
Bags ; take good and bad in a Lump ;. at 
leaſt overlook the one , if but tolerable 
and inconſiderable , for the fake of the 
other. In ſhort , little Faults , in ſome 
caſes, can hardly be taken notice of with- 
out a greater, eſpecially if ſeverely infiſt- 
ed on, and unconſcionably aggravated, 
and never forgotten z which muſt needs 
by degrees ſower our Minds; and were 
they not generally more confirm'd in 
Patience and other Vertues than your Sex, 
which gives *em ſufficient occaſion to ex- 
ercile fem, would be apt to throw fem in- 
to the worſt Extravagancies. | 

But if your Example and Converſation 
ſhould incline us to greater Faults, yet 
why may not we amend, as we have 
known 
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known {ſome 'of your ſelves, when there 
has been © but little hopes of you? A 
calm, a kind , a ſeafonable and rational 
repreſenting our Errors, with the ill-con- 
Jequences of fem , can hardly miſs Suc- 
cels. But when did you know a Furious 
Reproof work any good effect ; or how 
ſhou'd it, when the Reproyer hini{elf, as he 
manages, 15 guilty of, it \may be, as great 
a fault as thoſe againit whom he exclaims 
with ſo much bitrerneſs,- and fo lictle dif. 
cretion ? A harſh Reproof is -like cold 
Water thrown on a Bed of Sa{laring af. 
cer ftis newly ſown:; it hardens the Earth, 
and ſtarves the Secd': Bur one rhat car- 


ries Kindnels and Concern with it, is 


like warm Water ; it-enters kindly, che- 
Tiſhes the little. ſprouting Principles of 


Life,, foftzns* the Earth, and brings. 


a plentiful Crop, -to recomperce the Gar- 
diner's Induftry” and Laborr. Violence, 
and ' Noiſe, and+ Eagernels ,, have fo: littte 
of Reafon in'themijelyes, that rhey ever 
diſcredit the beſt Reaſon, and for the 
moſt part render it unproftable, when it 


lights into ſuch bad Company : It looks. 


like am Abuſe; and an Attack, rather than 
a Kindneſs , and we are apt to be upon 
our Guard in ſuch Caſes, to keep rhe Gare 
ſhut, and even exclude a Friend, for fear 


of admitting an Enemy, 


E ſpe; 


A — 


Eſpecially when all this is done in pub- 
lick, for every little Fault, and often none 
at all, in the more provoking and aſſume 
ing manner, beyond the patience even of 
2a Woman to ſufter it. 

VVherefore would you be. at the pains 
to uſe the quite contrary Methods, would 
you obſerve our Tempers and Inclina- 
tions, and work us accordingly ,” inet 
bend us by degrees, and take time and 
pains about us, you might bring us to 
take whatever Ply you defire, and make 
your own Lives and ours, much hap- 
., vey 


- Doratby Barnes.” 
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,"By Mr. KING HAM. -— 


 :L ET.TER XXIL 
Again Plays. 
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7 ES, here-yourre in. your Element, and 
* *twou'd be a moredifficulc matter to 


-make you” renounce Plays, then to em- 


| brace 


1e Alcoran, . and you like *em the 
better. for what Pry tells you of fem, that 
they .were formerly expreſsly reckon'd «- 


motig the Pomps.and Yanities of the World;; |. X 


nor will it much move you,: that Satan and' 


. they were us'd to ſtand and fall together, 


The Play-hogfe 1s your Chxrch, and you 


.had much rather be Excon:manicated trom 


dear St. Brides 1t lelf, then from that yet 


. more convenient place of Aſignation, Here 
. you Learn all that you Think is neceſlary 


for your Sex to know, and yet more, ſee 1t 
put in praQtice at leaſt, if you don't juſt 


then do._it your ſelves. , To diſobey your | 


Parents, diſoblige your Friends, ozle, and 


_then;$i/k your Lovah, cheat your Husband, 
ralk pertly and lewdly, and laugh at all ; 
That's graver and better then your _ 


- 
—_ o 


| 
| 
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This -is the rare Academy to form your. 
minds, or rather to-ruine fem, and often 
your Eſtates and Bodys with *erm. How 
many Afders Plays can you ſhow me 
without a more then moderate oare of Im- 
piety and Lewaxeſs. The belt are patterns 
of Revenge and Foolſþ Love, that ciths - 
weaken the mind or miſlead it : The moit 
I'm ſure are ſo unfit for any civiliz'd Conn- 
trey, that I've often won how any of 
your Sex, whoare not Profeſs*d--could-have 
Impudence to fit *er out, or read *em, or 
their Authors to ſet their Names to fem : 
For them indeed, they have an excuſe,which 
you beſt know the Truth of, that the Stage 
1s an Image of Life, and that they only 
repreſent things as they find fem, and Wo- 
,men juſt what they are-3 which if true, is 
'very much for your Sexes and the preſent 
Ages Reputation. For your ſelves, they 
have either taught you the way, or you 
have Learnt it from Mother Nature, to ſer 
our as fulſom ſtuff as 'N. Lees, Princeſs of 
Cleve, without Blaſhing. You don't under- 


\ ſtand it, pretty Inrcents | No more then a 


Viper does Poiſon, which is his 4«:/ly Food, 


| and almoſt the Air he breaths ; for there's 
4 great karmony,it ſeems, between Sabina's 


ſences and your underſtandings. | 

But (uppoſe, for onee,there cou'd a mode 
play be found, I mean in the Expreſſions, 
what are we the better 1f the whole Action, 
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but loofencf? and lewayxeſs ? Are you all ſuch 
Pa to be proof againſt the Aliprements 
.of A4/ick, and the more faral Yitcheraft of 
Poetry and Example, when it may be at the 
ſame time a Bevy of Fops hang about your 
Ears, (as Aulton lays, the old Traitor did at 
Eves, tho in a little more proper ſhape,) 
.and prodigally ſquander their Wir and Souls, 
| 'and all, ttriving who 4hall damn theirs 
A faſteft to perſwade you to damn yours. 

Not that I'd ſcandalize 'em with being 
'«Iways witty neither ; No, they ſeldom -oftend 
againſt that rule of Mr. C:#/cy, and are 
well enough pleas'd wath following his ad- 
vice; Rather-then all be wit, let none be 
there. For I'm' apt to believe the greateſt 
part of their Converſation is juſt {uch as 
pleaſes you, and ſuch as yeu're :capable of, 
as dull as you cou'd hear in ere a Conntrey 
(Church in Chriftendom, 

Byt your wiſe diſcourſe has carry*'d me 
oft from the Play ; which 1s.the only good 
it does.in the Theatre, where your chat can 
hardly be worſe then, the Actors, and there- 
3 fore the lowder the better. | 
'F How often 1s*t you there fee Virtue prol- 
Fi perous, and vice unhappy 2? So far from it 
'S that the Play-wrights tell you now politive- 
'F Iy, ftis none of their bufneſs to make *em 
x > fo. They have got peſſe//tren, they make 
\$ their own 4zles, and you muſt take their 
Herces as you find *er, - 


Or 
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Or if they do now. and then kill a Dor 
John,or a Maximiniaa,to thin the Stage a lit- 
tle, and turn off ſome over-grown Villain, 
they yet generally take a particular care not 
to let him repent; they kill him while he's in 
an ill mind, ſtaring and blaſpheming at- 
ſuch a rate, that even when he falls, you. 
muſt think him an-- evew-watch for Hea- 
Ven, 

— But what's this fill to common Life, 
where Vice 1s expos'd indeed, but only in 
order to Jmitation, A little Arheiſm, or 
whoring, tho with the Aggravation of In- 
ry < ar and all the Fowleſt Black-- 
eſt Names that cou'd raiſe bluſhes in a very- 
Heathen, ſhall break no ſquares : The 
Spark full ſhally obtain his beautiful and 
wealthy 4£/ireſs, three or four of his laft- 
conventences {oder'd up again, and marry*d, 
to ſome plodding Conntrey Gentleman, and. 
all's as well as-ever. | 
'Fhey tell you ftis a ſign he Repents when 
he arrys, if they had ſaid, this brought 
him in a fair way. to't, they had faid ſome- 
thing, but as: tis, © they are for the-moſt - 

part a Mouth or two ſhort of the mark. 

After all, one wou'd wonder how. dull- 
neſs cou'd be ſo Charming, were it not a lit- 
tle ſet off with Lewdneſs, and how the- 
ſame heavy Tale,only a new turn of words, 
ir may be, and a filly naſty Song, or two, 
chopt in at the opening of a Scene, with 
perhaps tome wmgenious Dance of Demils 

M 3 and 
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and Hobby-Heorſes ; how ſuch ſtuff as this 
ſhould. be heard, or read with ſo much as 
patience, much more with diverſion, For F 
dare affirm, that ſome hundreds of our Mo- 
dern Plays have the very /amePlet at bottom, 
either ſtol'n from ſome of the Ancients, 
or a Sparmſp Novel, or from one another. 
The Squire and the Lady talk always alike.. 
Tell me the Character, [ll as ſurely tell you: 
their Camver/ation, as from one of —Rymes: 
Jl gueſs at another,and wouf'd any one be 
at the pains to make a Sarutiny wy, all 
our Comedys, there would .be much tewer- 
diftin&t Characters then he'd imagin, tho- 
we have the advantage of hxmoxr tog 
above all the World. 

Burt you can Learn more, you ſay, ſcine-- 
times by one P/ay then by xo Sermons ; and 
that may be too, as you may manage the 
matter, you ſometimes hearken to one,. 
but you {leep out all the other. 

There may indeed, ſome.good Herbs be 
found among ſo many Palvons Weeds, 
but when they grow all together, and ten. 
of the acaaly plants to one that's wholeſome, 
who that regarded their Life. or Health, 
wou's go in 611ndfold — *em, and ga- 
ther premiſcuoully to make a Salad, in 
hopes only to meet with thofe chat would 
not hurt him ? | 

They may many of fem appear inviting, 
but never the leſs dangerous, any more 
then the Iarchizel, or Eue's Applic in the 


dnd;es, 
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Indies, is a good Fruit, becauſe it Iooks- 
7empting and.'Glorions, -but you ought to - 
make your Will before you talte'it'; which 
' you may do if you are of their wiſe opi- 
nion, who are relolv'd' to try all things be-'- 
fore they conclude againſt arty. | 

I ſhall not torment you any more, or” 
afraid 


"_ ROO MODADY FORESY : ns : — —_ 
, , * : ICs CD p Lb > 
- | __ _ 4 *_ 
. 4 
+ 


teize you any longer for w *m a 


youll never:part with; I'd only .ask you one 
reaſonable queſtion before I leave you, whe- 
- ther you ever found your ſelves really the 
. wiſer, or better for. reading any of thele - 
Modern Comedy: (Farces rather,for the moſt * 
of fem now are no other)? I ask again thole- 
who have any Tence of Sobriety and Hodeſty, - 
what ſort of reliſh you-fiad they: | 
leave on yqur. minds 3 whether they ma 
you love Virtue, or Hinoxr, or ity, of © 
your: Parents, - or -other Relativ rs, fore - 
then you'did before you read *ein?. \ __ 

If you find quite the contrary, (and 5's 
you don't, you have very:good Fertwne,'or 2 
very happy temper,) then pray be pe wWad- 
ed to leave *em to the Seeing and Reating of 
ſach ſort of Perſons. only as are uſually 
delcrib'd in fem. WE. 


Richard Kingham. 
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v E*re” as little” aſham'd to own the 
*®T Charge, as to defend our Pradtice; 


nor do -we like the: A;,.neor ere the 
I: for what Pry: fays againlt. it , fince 
not only he; but many of the ſame ftamp, 
will ſpeak' as rudely of any thing elſe,that 
ches People” either Decency or Polite- 
tek: 'T hat. Pays in themſelves are not 
ly Diverting bur ' Uſefut; none but 
Perl 


5 o© your Senſe will deny ; the Bu-. 


els of the Stage being to reform Man- 
nd, which is to be'done by ſhowing 
Vxe as well as Vertue. A Moral: Repre- 
ſentation can never be thought either un- 
profitable, or unlawful; and if we may 
read or Tepeat the Hiſtory of an Ill Man in 
Proſe, how comes the turning it into Verle, 
to. alter irs Nature ?. Poetry has been al- 
ways thought to teach with more Lite an 
C ULCTLS 
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Succeſs than .Proſe, and the.-Poet than; the 
Hiftorian. Epic Poetry is above the Heads 
of the common People, *ftis Dramatic then - 
mult work upon fem ; where they ſee, as in 
a Glaſs, their own Vices and Follies, and 
may, if it be-not their own Faults, learn to - 
amend *em. | 
It's true, that Comedies uſing a lower - 
walk, eſpecially our Modern, being as. you 
juſtly accuſe fem, too near ally'd to Farce; . 
meaner and more common Vices muſt be - 
therefore repreſented in. them. _ If. the Poet 
does this too groſly, he's a Dauber, not . 
an Artiſt, and there 1s as much difference : 
betwixt his Work, and that of a true Ma- 
ſter, as between a piece of the.moſt wretches : 
S:gn-Poft-Painter, and the laſt hand of Ze- - 
ly-or Vario. But this you cannot make a 
Refle&ion upen the: Art it ſelf, any more-: 
than a raſh:and miſchievous Pasck can.be : 
reckon*d for an excellent Phyſician... | 
Yet after all , there 1s more. weight 'in:: 
what they uſually alledge tor their Defencey . 
than you will wilkingly allow : If; a Play is : 
to bea true image of. Life, and if your Lives » 
be ſuch as will not fo decently. bear - the - 
Stage, whether. ſhould they, or you more : 
juſtly bear the blame ? I know you would. > 
fain ſhift 1t over. to our Sex, but you can- - 
not pretend 1t.is we: that have corrupted. ! 
the. Age, how much {oever yau have: en- - 
deavoured to do.ſo by. us: It. is not ous" 


. Sex that. are repreſented in your Theatres, , 
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Drinking , '!Swearing , Scowring and Ra« 
king : Such, a Charatter would be mon- 
ſtrous, and opens could never pleaſe, 


although all the Malice of yourSex ſhould: 
club to defend it. Now would any tole-- 
rable Judge find fault with a Painter for. 
drawing tooy much to the Life, thoug}t 


he verieſt [Antick in Nature ? If the Poet 


zakes his Chara&ers from your Perſens , 


they muſt be fuch as you are, and no won- 
der that the ſmore he hits you, the lets he 


Mould pleaje you. But the Ehyrurgion. 


muſt. probe the Wound, be it never ſo ten- 


"1 
You ſay he makes Vice fucceſsful, and. 


granting this true, where almoſt is it o- 


therwiſe? will you avoid:an Acquaintance- 


your ſelves, for being the vileſt Rake in 
the World 2 Docs .Lewdneſs ever: diflolve: 
your Friendfhips 2 nay, is it not that which 
for the moſt part unites and cements *em ? 
$s not your common and ordinary Con- 
verſation made up of fulſom Boaſting, the. 
fowleRt Villanies > Much like the, Enter- 
tainments of the Witches at their Sabbaths,. 


who, they ſay, are oblig'd to repeat there, 


al} the Miſchiefs they. have a&ed fince their 
laſt meeting. 

Now when any of this comes upon the. 
-Stage, tho® touch'd infinitely ſofter than 
the Life, who would admire if you do not. 
hke ir? *tis like your own Claret at ſe- 
cone hand ; as well as you loy'd it before, y 


npv{-nauſcat and abhor it. Why 


Ie err IO Ie nooner wary 


The' Fernale \ay.. In. 

Why then won't you ththd ,” arid affoi@- - 
better Copies for owr 'Artiſts rs Work- 0 
Do but reform your felves, and-you'l 
the Stage will refotm inſen6bly "by you: © 
Example. 

Nor is that true which- you arm, £ 
we have no vertuous Charaftets prof 
on our Theater in any of- oue-Playyy: 
far from this, that you would;.I. "i 
put 'to it, to name any Play withoutfelnt t- 
And if they T" not {o frequent hers 28 
the contrary, I wiſh there wie- 
good- reaſon be it, becxute heithe? Trikh,: . 
_ ſo much. as Probability could beds” - 


"Pur ſuppoſe the Expteffions 4s indefei. 
fible, and the: princi Lg 
whole Management of all your = _ 
dangerous to Virtue ; as lewd ant' as 
moral as you could-defire them;*yer pray! 0 
whom-are we to thank fot allthis; and 
who generally are the Anthors-, yotit- 
or-ours ? . We have {ome T wo of The , 
or-it may-be Half-a-dozert oft the'St# write | 
ten-by Women, but how raany Carts: - 
would be ſufficient to clear P 2 ir; Chet - 
Yard of thoſe wherewith your Sex Hays -- 
vex'd. the World 2- If you- wtite Pls, - 
would you not- have *& -fech >- and if - 
they are ſuch as are not fir to: be. ſcen, che '- 
more ſhame for the Authors. + 

Befides, of-what S2x are thoſe whoſe Bux 
fines ayd Office it is to en : 


2ndto- take care of theſe matters? We have 
not the. power of correcting fem, nor are 
Shey' brought to. us for our Iwprimatar, 
Neu can, wei know what's in a Neu-Play, 
before we come to ſee it. And would you 
mdecd; when- there are any Paſlages unktic 

rus to hear, have us ſtand up imme+ 

ately, and 1n a Set Speech bear our Te- 


meny. againit then; or elſe abruptly leave. 


the. Place, and.drive the crowding Pit be- 
fore us; leſt we ſhould by our Prelence.ene 
Wrage any thing, of. that: nature. 
 1.JF. rhe-, Springs be. poyſon'd, the blacker, 
' are: thoſe - who perpetrate ſuch an abhorr'd 
pece of Villany : Let them be puniſhed, 
and the Fountains cleard,or new diſcover*d; 
but deny. not ; the Thirſty-Traveller the 
common Refreſhments of Nature. Nay, 
if even;the Tragedies themſelves be  infeR- 
ed, if they are till d with falle Noticris of 
Honour, and the very Heroes are made up 
E Revenge and Crimjnal Love, fir{t , let 


hoſe very Notions be regulated m common 
Liſe 3. for while the beſt of your Sex think, 
it honourable to. cut one anpthers Throats 
fo <4 leaſt Aﬀront, and on the moſt fri; 
volous Qccafions,' a Caft at Dice, an haſty 
Ward, and, (for . what, Sir, you, I ſup- 
pofe, efteem lefs than all theſe) a Silly Wo- 
" manz.nay, While you meet in cold Blood, 
enly out of a Compliment to your lewd, 
and hot-headed. Friend, and without any 
1yannes. of. Quarrel , ſend ons pother s 
5 OUS 
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Souls who knows whither ? how can you. 
blame the i Stage for tranſcribing the ſame 
bloody Honour, and giving it to its greate{L 
Heroes ? fince, ſhould they do otherwife , 
it would be as ridiculous, as if they brought 
in our Warriors, like thoſe of the Antients, 
engaging in. Chariots, and flinging Darts 
at» one anotner. | 

After all , none can deny but there are 
excellent Leſſons of Morality to be found 
in theſe Writers ; indeed _ any P/ay without . 
a Moral, 1s a Body without a'Soul, I*mean . 
one grand. Moral. Truth, which is aim*d' as 
through the whole Repreſentation , which 
are generally of greater concern.. and. mo=- 
ment in Tragic., than in. other Writings. 
Belides thoſe which are interſpersd:through 
the ſeveral parts of thoſe Compolures,which.. 
may, often. ink into the Minds of the Au- 
ditors, when deliver'd in fuck a manner, 
though otherwiſe, it may be, they would 
have no effe&t upon them : And if any. 
ſhould be ſo unjuſt and ſcrupulous,asto object. 
againſt a known Truth, becauſe. *tis -found 
in theſe Authors, as if it were {poil'd with; 
the other ill Company about it, they. muſt 
be ablolutely filenc'd, wou'd they but re 
fle& that ſome ſuch Sentences are tranſ- 


{crib'd , not only from other Poets, but. 
even from the Dramatics_ into begter: 
V.Vritwegs. 


Bettrice Chace... 
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LETTER XXIIL 


To. an Old Gentlewoman about 
to marry @& Young Man. 


By Sir THO MAS— 


Madam , 
May it pleaſe your Venerability, 

H44 it been any Lady of ordinary Years: 

-4 2nd Character that had. made an at- 
tempt of this Nature, I ſhould not fo much 
have wonder*d at it: Bur for you who have 
been the Standard at leaſt. this 4o Years, 
and have had the beſt School-Miftreſs in the - 
World, . much / tonger to inftru& you ; for - 
| you, I fay, to endeavour to Ogle in a poor 

oung Fellow: . that never did you any - 
mn , and no more thought. of making }. 
Love to you, than to his own Grandmother : 
'Tis this Madam, that tupihes me, amazes - 
me,and confounds me tothat degree, that I- 
can't ſpeak a word more, till I have ſate-- 
ſtill a quarter of an Hour, knaw*'d my Pen, . 
muft'd my Candle, .and lookd on the 
Picture of your Ladyſhip which I have juſt - 
here before me. | | 

Tt's true Madam, that: your Shape ts m- 
differently well, tall and trait, you. have - 


been- only a little too much of the Heroine, | 


and 
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and if you begin to bend a little now a- 
bout thoſe ample Shoulders of yours, we: 
ought not to think 'tis any Decay of. Na- 
ture, or Sympathy with. the Earth, cither: 
m Diſpoſttion-or Complexion ; but rather 
the nuldneſs and goodneſs of your Temper, 
a {ott of a Condeſcention to the Stature of 
that blooming Lad , whom like a Carrha-- 
ginian God,. you would tain take up in. 
your Arms to make him. happy. | 

Doubrtleſs Madam, there is a moſt inimi- 
table Leer in that admirable Face of yours,. 
fuch a Harmony between all its Parts, both. 
with one another, and the whole Frame 
of your Venerable StruQure, that I believe: 
*tis as: dificult-for any to look wpon't, or: 
ſee you Show with*'t (as the Sun does with: 
his, ) without. feeling ſome extraordinary. 
Motions , as "tis to conceal thoſe Motions: 
when once we feel fem. 

V Vhat Art have you to make your pretty 
Chin-and Noſe keep time lo exaly toge- 
ther? ſcarce one of your Temples beats. 
truer to one another ; without Controver-- 
fy, they-are both very Harmonious, 


But every part of you contains a Neſt:of 


Wonders, 
Ti yr Chin, that lovely, roſy dimepled Ghin-- 
ne 


Charming kill:ms Dimple now all over, 
As ſweet (to let yonr Lips 4-while alone) 
As fair as dropping Combs frons ons ; 


Eire. 
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Or th* Eſſence of «a Thonſand fragrant Flowers 
In Natur's rich Alembic, wrought & thrown 

With ligeral Hand ( as liberal as your own) 

Thrown with a careleſs Caft,& richly ſpread 

Upon the grateful Earth's green Moſſy Bed; 

F oof that heighth, her utmoſt ſtrength 

e [20Ws, © 

Thro* the thin Maſs, 4 new-beru Garden 

grows. | 


Such is----Madam, I moſt heartily ask 

your Pardon I've forgot what aberiad 
and amaz'd ; O your Chin---but ſuch a Zip 
(for the rhickpeſr on't) ſuch Teeth, only this 
Roguy Painter, has ferv'd you as his Bro- 
ther did the Gentlemay, who. bid him draw a 
Dog in a Ca{tle. When one looks for*em, you 
always at, your . Month. and hide fem. 
Nor. 18. there -any. heed to be given to the 
Malicious World, who ſay you have made 
Pills of fem, or iwallow'd *em. all Twenty 
Year fince for the Chel:c, to ſave the Charge 
of Golden Bullets, However, if there be any. 
thing inft, who knows but- your pretty Teeth 
might be of that Subſtance too,as well asCo- 
lour, like the Silefian Lads? which it they 
were,. thad been worth the.while.to have 
raked for fem again, as the Jews at the Serge 
of Fernſalem (but pray let no Body fee you) 
to ftring em all, for *tis poſſible they might 
be Hollow, and make a Gold Necklace.ct 
*m, which would have excellently {et oft 
that ſcarce, Fairer Neck of yours... Fe 
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And muſt I leave that IMonth--- ſcarce with | 
more pain, | | 
he gentle Breezes of delicious Air, 

By a too happy. Fate inpriſon'd there, 

Emnjuy their Pere Liverty again. 

No, I muſt not, before I have endea-' 
vour'd to do Juſtice tothe ineftimable Jewel, 
ſhut up in that fair Cabinet---a Tongue as 
ſweet, as {oft as Imxcence, as quiet as an 


| AngeF's, Tis anderſtood, not heard ;.or if it 


does ſpeak, *tis like Lovers Phiſpers, or gentle 
Hurmmwrs, or. falling Streams, or the Tide go- 
ng. through Bridge, or Infant Thunaers. (L 
mean when the Stream 1s ever, and” the 
Thunder 2 great way off.) 

And after that Thwnaer,” it's , very likely 
we ſhall have. Rair, as Socrates (aid to. your: 
Predeeeſlor, the moſt accompliſh'd Xantip- 
pe. And it comes from thote fine Hands 
of yours, 1n liberal and plentiful Showers 
to refreſh the Earth. . You have no Poor 
near you ; *tis in they ſhould cor 
tine ſoz. you: will-not let fem: bear that 
Name ; you won't- fee fem. want ;: ſome 
may think this a bad Prefident, and that 
*will encourage Laz3nefs; but I'm fatisfy*d 
there wou'd ſoon be not a beggar left in 
England, were all buy as willing as you to 
relieve *em. 

Nothing certainly is a 'more bewitching 
thing than graceful motion : Tis a great part 
of a good Mind , if not the fame with it. 
What ſhall I fay then of yours, which if 

_— - 
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youare dancing, appears ſometimes as ſwift - 


as the Wood-Nymphs, or that of YVexnas her 


ſelf clambring over Hedge and Ditch, 'thro- 


Brakes and Bryars after her faic Adonis, as 


you now after yours. At other times you - 
move like the Earth, on your own Avxis,{0- 
equally, that tis inſenfible, or, as Ovid fays, . 
the Gods do, with both your Feet together, 


fo imperceptibly, one wou'd think you never 
ſtirr*d. an Inch out of your Place. They may 
talk of Peſtare-Clark while they will, but 


if ever he cou'd mimic ſo exaQly, or handle - 
a Broom-ſtaff ſo handſomly, or ſhow the- 


Changeling ſo-naturatly, or raiſe his Shoul- 
. ders {o prodigiouſly, or ſhrink-in:one Hip ſo 


profoundly, ax I have ſeen fome do it, that ; 


ſhall be nameleſs, and who'it may be, don't 
value themſelves fo much on thoſe Qualifi- 


cations,as many others---why then, may I ne-- 
ver have the diverhonof ſeeing the like again. - 


Then for your Youth'3 for that Eternal 
Youth that hovers round you. . That ſpite 
of Nature fays yeu ſhan't grow.old---What 
Nectar is't that ftill preſerves it flouriſhing 
as ever? 

No 4«f,,no Tarniſh,not the leait Corrop- 
750. 


Hardly ſo much as renders Vem/#»: grateful. - 


Sure you've found out a way to Per your {elf 


up, and keep the Preſumptuous Air from e- 


ver kiſſing thoſe Sacred Lips only reſerv'd- 


for him you honour.,with your Love. 


_ OE 
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ear, 
Noe Eloſely cover d more then half the year» 
And whole mouth wou'd not water after 
ſuch a 4armalade Face as yours (for ſweet- 
eſt to be ſureI mean). 


Bur we muſt all dye, there's no remeay :- 
Feladon's the Man, for him-you- areſs, you. 


dange, you aye, you come to Life again, you: 
live and love and. tread-your years all back- 
ward, and you lay you wil! Marry him, 


You defy Conghs, Catarrhs, Sore Ezes, no 
Teeth, a DemiculvetinBreath, and tell Time 


and Death:they havonothing todo with you 
yet theſe twenty years. Buy him you will, 
you have Money enough, he's a Fewe/ fit 
enly for your wearing, and nothing but the 
Sexton ſhallever part you. Dear Nineand 
Fifty! Let me be plain with theezfor I have 
now Canplimented-long enough. 

What ſhouf'd that Sel of a Face, thoſe. 
Cabidg-ſtump Arms, that ummy Of a Car- 
ceſs do with g Husband, eſpecially ſuch a 
young lively Fellow as thou haſte moſt 
ungracioutly pitcht upon. 2 *Tis ablolute 
Inceſt for ceytain, for him ſo much as to 
come near thee. Tis the worſt, the moſt 


 ynnatural Fiazy? Thou art dead, all but 


one fence ſtark Dead, a Dozen year fince, 
nay, thou haſte ſcarceſo much as the ſence- 
of Scolding left: Thy very Tongue begins to 
have the Palſey, with long and frequent uſe. 
and hard L .. It retains only a _—_ 

art 
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Or like Conſerves, which to choice Friend? 
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ſort of an unheeded motion, like the Ringig 
of a Hell long after the ſtroke; befides, rhy 
Clapper 1s worn, and the Be!! crackt, and 
then it's eaſy to guels thou art like to make 
good Mafech. 

Leave him, leave him for ſhame ; un- 
twine thy Climmy Arms from his Neck 
and Boſom, or we'll- infallibly have thee 
burnt for a itch, for getting up poor 
Toung Men and Sxcking their freſh Blood to 
fill thy old FPrizeled Veins, after this inhu- 
mane manner. | | 

Mind thy Prayers, buy thee a Coffin, 
throw away thy whole Pothecaries Shop of 
Drweggs, and Paints, and Slops, and Waſhes; 
out with thy Cart Loads of Pride and Va- 
ty, Death will be here by and by, lie down 
and be forgotten ! _ | 


THOMAS— 


"_ 
Cp I—_ 
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Anſwer to Letter XXII. 


— — CT 


From the Old. Gentlewoman de 


foreſaid. 


H4' ha ! But indeed _—R T7 That 


'® you ſhou'd ever trou 


le your ſelf fo as 
to 


/ 


SS... Ras FA DEE 


it 


'v 


to write ſuch a long Letter to me! That 
you ſhould Load me and' oppreſs me ſo 
with Conipliments; indeed you do, indeed 
you do: 45 $r, you very well know how 
to pleaſe Ladys; our Feeble Hearts, tho ne- 
ver {o deeply pre-engag'd ( wou'd mine were 


| at Liberty) hardly know how to refift you. 


I Remember very well in your Good 


Grenamothers time, (reſt her clack | ) I ask 


your pardon Sir T. I proteſt, I meant your 
Afethers, or your Siſters rather, for we may 
be much of an Age, it may be, the advarn- 


tage may lie on her (ide, what there is on't; 


I remember, I went ,out of harging ſleeves 
juſt as ſhe came into *em. - | 

But as I was ſaying, I beg your pardon, 
Sir 7, what was't2 The deeas of Hee, (nay, 


now I muſt beg my own). The uſual 4z- 
firmity of witty People, you know it by 


experience Sir T. 1s to forget what's juſt 0- 
yer, tho they remember as perfe&tly as an A/- 
manach,all that pals*'d 40 or 50 years before. 
But *twas your Grandmother I think I 
was talking of, how ſhe wou'd play. with 


you, and how prettily ſhe'd talk t'ye, Goed / 


old Creature as ſhe was (as I've heard' my 
Nurles tell me) and clap your Cheeks and 
gueſs at your future proficiency, a Wag my 


. Life on't, an errant Wag, thus wou'd ſhe 
talk and laugh and talk again, till *rwoufd: 


almoſt make one cry to hear her. 
. But how little did ſhe think, when ſhe 
fat dandling you upon one knee, and me 


TheFemale War, @26x 


upon 
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upon another,howtar was ſhe from Dream- 
img, there wou'd afterwards be ſuch an in- 
timate Converſation between us, fo perte& a 
conftdenceandextraordinary a Friend/hip 2 

That covers many Faults, and excuſes 
much Freedom : And indeed I would have 
Friznds be free, very free with me, as I 
would be with them. And therefore can't 
be really angry with any thing that comes 
from Sir 7. 110 it ſeems never fo ſevere, 
becaule he ſays ſo many other kind things-to 
weigh againit 1t, and becauſe indeed I have 
met with ſo much tr#e kindneſs from him. 
' Ah Sir T. you can'tI believe forget, I'm 
ſure I never can, how Sweerly you and 

I have ſome years agone, rode together in 
my Fathers Coach in the Park. How many ' 
fooliſh ogling Dkes and Leras,would have ' 
handed me into the Coach, and out again, 
and drove along by us with their Eyes nail*d_ 
to the Glaſſes : For that was all I let fem 
ſee, tho they made never ſo many Cringer. 
and Ugly Faces; as thus Sir, (give me a 

Sword or Cane) and thus, and then tfother 
way, (once more your pardon, I thought 
I had teen all this while talking with you} 
and then throw their 77gg-. one way, and. 
their Eves tfother, that *twouf'd have made 
ones Heart almoſt melt to have ſeen em. 

Bur I ftood my Ground ſtill : I valu*d not 
all their C:vi/itys any more then I did their 
railing : I let *em deſpair on, and make 

choice either of the Poxds, or Trees to wy 

| new 


ſeives moſt inclin' a . 
- Curſe my Comntrey-breeding without any 
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their. Love, acconfing as they found: them- 


and -cou'd hear fem 


concern, While I remain'd ſafe and im- 
moveable in my own #:rtne and Innocence. 
But really Sir 'T. do. you, do your old 


_ Acquaintagee and - Humble Servant the 
- Henonr (ll, to keep my Piftare by you, 
| and that at full length ? 


: Proteſt Sir'T.1f I know-how Ifſhall requite 
this favour,any more then when I ſhall be 
Marry ad ; all I. can lay 1s, that for your rc- 
ſpe&s to the Copy. you have, I'm ſure you 


 havearight always tacommand theOrigenal, 


.I.-wonder whoſe hand *ts : 1 wiſh 1t was 
not .done when I was a Green young Girl 


. when. my Cid Awnt us'd, I remember,co call 


me'a 3a of Peaexty : Bur there's nothing 
like atarity : The midit of :Life is the 


- Harveſt, and Aztwmn it ſelf has Charms 
. that the flanting Sprizg cou'd never.Boaſt 


of, Befades, I fear, I had not then the Ad- 
vantage of Dreſs, by which you know'/Sir 
T. an indifferent Face is much Recommend- 
ed, and even a good one /coks better. I have 
been drawn in; ſeveral Figzres, ſometimes 


like. a Skeepherdeſs ftroking the tender 


Lambs, or Solliciting the Daggs of a Fruit- 
ful Ew (as one moſt elegantly expreſles it) 
at others,with a. Glaſs and Dreſn2-&ox ber 
fore me, my Przer-Book the unlucky knave 
pathted fallen off the Table,) Bur that 
Which hit me moſt, was the ſhape of an 
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Amazon, with a General: Staff in my Hand, 


ftradling over Towns and Caſtles, and kic- 


king about whole Arms. 

And were not the Amazons in Love Sir 
T. did not Theſexs Marry one of fem after 
he had ſoundly bang'd her ? I think; Fve 
read ſome ſuch thing in my Owas Epiftes; 
and why then ſhou'd not I be in Love too, 
fince at worlt I can only be beaten after 
AMarriave ? | 
- Tis true, I've CancelFd four Husbands 
already, thank my Goed Stars and Heart of 
Oak here, all of whom I muſt confeſs, 1 
have. often reſpe&ively bang'd into their 
Good Behaviour, and yet they {eem'd to 
Love me the better for't, and as the great- 


eſt Argument of it, were pleas'd to dye very 


faſt, and leave me at Liberty for a New 
Yentare ; and if this laſt pay all their Old 
Scores, why might notI Love him the bet- 
ter as- they did me? And at worſt your 
Sex and*mine wou'd be but juſt even. * 

When you came to the End of your E- 
piffle, your Eye ſeem'd to beoff my Pigtare, 


and fix'd again on ſome Artich, or other in 


the Room that hung near it, ſo intently, 
that you forgot to whom you were771ting, 


and (the prettieſt 7eff in the World) on a ; | 


ſadden changed your S:i/e, and made your 
addreſſes toher m aLangaage worthy of her, 


and what you ſay to her Fil ſhow. you | 


when we meet next, and we'll have 3 
hearty langh at it, SARAH bo 
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A. Second Anſwer to Letter X XIII. - 
By a Young Lady. 6 


_——_— » * 


make-her anfwer what you pleale.- - 


A ne  Pindarical Way O©O 'Writing,- this «41S 
which you are fallen into, or rather ſcems - * 
to : affe& above all -- Mankind , - wherein. + 


you need not much fear being excell'd , 


: fince I dare promiſe you wall never be 1mts 


tated. 


at any particular Perſon, and not {o much 


at any voluntary Weakneſs, as its inſeparable * 


Isfirmities, In -this you+talk like one .of 


ow. Town Sparks , -who imploy all their. - 


time in r4/:ing at; whatever -1S wiſcr 


Þ grever than themſelves, and contemn Age * 
[+ as they. do Virtze, becauſe they live at ſuch 
j/ arate- that they have little hopes of attain- - - 
| mg KK - "os | | 
But are there none that live td'be old of: - 


yonr+Sex as well as ours? Or is the reaſort» 


Reverence, becauſe as you managg Life, an. 


Man-3s {o great a Rarity? 


"19" 9h rhe Ya _ 
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Ow witty you: are upon your poof Old - - 
Woman of-Clouts whom you have ſet up + 
to fay. what you will againſt her, and then + 


Your. Fit,' or at-kaſt your Satr appears: 
rather-to be levell'd at Age in Jeneral, than 
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Be as ſevere as you pleaſe again{t 7ice, 
and none can blame you: for laughing at 
Fely, which 1s 1n it {elf Ridicalows; bur 
blame not Natere, unleſs you wou'd juſt-- 
ly be eſteemed Inhamane, nor laugh at the- 
Afsferable, which if you do, you can't el-- 
cepe the mark of Barbarity. Some of the 
Seythians feera to have much the fame Ci--. 
vility with yours, who when their Parents . 
grow azcrepid and afeicſs, turn fer out a» 
live to wild Beafts, or hang fem up on 
Trees for the Vultures and other Ravenous - 
Fowls to devour fem... Yet there are ſome. 
Creatures to whom we don't allow Reaſon, 


who may -. teach both them and yeu more - 
Compaſſine and H«umanty: The Young Stork - 
Ccafries its Aged Parent through the raging 
Fhmes, and. over the wideſt Ocean, to a 
more Temperate Climate, and Place of Re-- 
tirement and Safety , as the Hero did jus. 
Father from burning Trey, to a happier: 
Country, and a Peaceable End. ; 
It's txue, O!4 Age is it ſelf a Dilcaſe,.or- | 
father a no gem - -— of _ m__ | 
ou your taxe-1t Kindly, It you Jay 
rack by the Gowmt and Store, ſhould others | 
that were in Health /augh' at you, inſtead 
of pitying you, and at leaſt-wiſhing, if nat: | 
endeavouring to eaſe you-? 
You muſt needs-grant, . there are many 
things in Age very delirable; the advantage. 
of their Experiexce, the extent of their. 


Xnowjeoge, the cooluels. of their-Thengh, 
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the Reddineſs of their Tads ment, while the 
Force and Warmth of Youh runs fem into- 
2 Thouland Extravagancies, and were there - 
not graver Heads to manage *em, they 


would ſoon, like Phaeton, fire the World. 


And theſe Advantages of 4z2,- we hope 


' you will not be ſo partial, as to Monopo- 


lize to your own Sex: If: you wou'd at- 
tempt any ſuch thing, I only defire you'd: . 
anſwer me one ſhort Queſtion ; -When was 
our Nation happier, than when our Lxcen-. 
was an Old Womas ? ; | 

But *tis neither our Sex, you ſay, nor- 
Age with which you are {o angry. Tis on- 


| Iy the Peevifbreſs, the Frowardneſs, the 
' Faondneſs, the Aﬀeitation, the Garrwlity, the 


Vanity of an Old Woman, that you.can't en- 
dure: Be-it- ſo then only , be content. we 


' ſhou'd turn the Tables, and ſee how you-- 


like it. You know thoſe weakreſſes are not 
conftin'd to our Sex, they are.often charg'd:: 
in-Groſs on thoſe who are the fartheſt from 
them. *Tis not impoſſible to find. Good Hw- 
mor and Age together , which more than 
cauntervails for the decay of Beaxnty. If 
there is ſometimes a little too much Sowr- 
neſs; try firſt how you can bear Contempt - 
your ſelf, before you are ſo ready to blame 
others. The Foaneſ3 for which you fault *em, 
I rather take to be the Prazidence of Na-- 
ere, for this makes *em good Grandwethers 
and tender Narſes. If you ſhou'd findfome 
926 or two 1g an Age, luch awkward affeQe 


EXIWE haa 1p. =_ a 
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ed Pieces as you have painted, you muſt 


reckon *em as Aforſters only, not a Sample: 


of their Kind, elſe why dye wonder and 


hoot at fem , when you. fee *em 2 and -why: 
are they deſpis'd or at leaſt pity*d by their 
own Sex, as much as they can be by yours 
But what, if I miſtake not, pinches 
cloſer than all the reſt; pray Who have the 
moſt\Fools of their Party 2 And whether is 


. theegreater number of Towng-Ola-21ev, or 


Women > © Tis not fair to s»/n/r, becauſe 


| you have got the advantage of us in Dreſs 


it {elf, our own proper Province. 

A Man is never old now, till he's Bedrid; 
and there-are more ZFeaxs of: Threeſcore; 
then there us'& to be of Twenty. Gray- 
Hairs you reckon as great a D:/{grace as 
Gravity , and you feem' to have utterly 
diſcarded your Bearas, fon fear they ſhould 
ſo-much as put-you in mind of Wiſdom, 
and you have ftript-our Sex to diſguiſe in- 
deed, rather than adorrr your- own, And 


proud of our Spoils, you turn: the- Way... 
againſt us, and-fght-us-with our own Weas | 
pons, . while, many a poor young Woman 
s married #5a Broom-ſtaff-Hysband, who is : 
eriwig, and ſerves: | 
for nothing but a ?Farming-Par for the old 4 
Decrepid Satyr , and loſes the belt part of ; 
her Zzfe, it may be all of it, betwixt Caws 


Ann. Herbert: | 


? 
A 


lire elſe but Har and 


Uex'and Diſeaſes, 


260 The female 'Wari 


5 AAWﬀ Ao 8 _ c@@® co tt 


j 
LETTER XXIV. 
| Apainſt the Sexes Prodigality. 


By Sir Thomas — 


| T H E Fars and the 14int wou'd be very: 
; * thinly tenanted, did not the good Fines 
| ſend their Husbands thither in ſuch Shoazr, 
; that there's hardly room enough to receive 
'em : Thoſe Places are een over-ſtockt, as the 
Church-yards were in the Plague-itrme; and: 
| there need new Holes to. pile up the Cart= 
loads that come thither ; and one wouw'd 
think the omen were in Fre with the Heads: 
of thoſe Famons Socreties, ' they | make ſuch 
+ haſt to !ranſplant their Families into. their 
{ Territories. - | 
You can meet a Woman at no Plate;no Age; 


—— 


— 


| 30 Circumſtances, but ſhe's expenfove enough - 


1 kh _ —_ : In her A = Comre- 
4 /-ip, whether you /farry or , or 
« Ck her, wk »idale and both exas of 
''} her Life. For which reaſon the Greek Epi- 
1 grammatiſt 1s viſibly partial to your Sex, + 
4 when he ſays, A Man has two good Fours 
1 with ve, that:of Day of Afarriage, and 
1 Day of Dearb, ſince even the latter of 'em' 


-41 a bittey-ſweet, and the Expence a Man 1s 
4 at in covering you ſafely, does almoſt coun-+ 
=, texvail the Convenience. ; 


Aa You 
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You colt ten times more than you are worth 


1n Year ing”: You ll never pay for your Keeping, | 
U 


and we were een as good let ye run wi/ 
and truſt NVatare with you. h 

Beſides the difference in theEdacation of one 
of your Sex and one of ox75,there's fome com- 
fort in what is expended for a an, becauſe 
we may hope to ſee ſome good on't; but all 
that is beſtow'd on one of your »profitable 
kind; is caſt on ſuch a Barren Soil, that we 
give it for /off, 

A Man may ſeek and make his Fortane,but 
fcarce one Woman m Ten Thouſand, What 
they have muſt be g:vex *em,and unleſs there's 
good booty allow'd, they Il never off. The 
Exchange runs high with 'em, none will ac- 
' cept em without great Diſcount. They are 
ſuch b:tter Pills, that no wonder they won't 
eo down well without g:/ai-p. 

And yet the miſchief is, we muſt pay, as 


well as pray, -for our own a»doing. Not a. 


few have been at ſuch vaſt Expences in the 
C pf of their Wives, as were never 7e- 
:smburs d by their Fortunes. Eternal Treats 
and Preſents, Art muſt be tired, and Ima- 
gination jaded in Miniſtring to their Luxary 
and. Prodigality : Now they ſhew us a Sample 
of themſelves, and by the 14/treſs we may 
learn the Fife. A Lord Mayor's Officer ſcarce 
eats more Cz/tard in a Twelve Month than 
they Il devour in one-Evening at a Spring- 


Garden. One wou'd think ut went into: a' 


Bottomleſs-bag, and ſlipt out again as glibly: 
AS 1t went 1n, _ 
| And 


os 
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And this even the poor Prentice knows by 
{ad Experience, who, when he marches out 
to ---- in Triumph with his Greafie Beloved, 
as ſoon as he has ſeen her ſeated in an Arbor, 
and the Cheeſcake appears before him,ftandsa- 
maz'd to ſee what dreadful D:/apidations ſhe 
makes amongſt 'em in a quarter of an hour, 
"Tis then time to fee! the weight of his Poxch, 
and conſider how the Ready ſtands affefted ; 
and when he finds ſhe has almoſt eat to the 
bottom of his Pocket, how does his poor 
Heart beat, and he thinks a piece of it goes 
away every new Cake ſhe breaks, leſt he 
—_ Ps to —_— ar and Cane 
or the Poſt ſcripr of the Reckoning ? -- * © 

And thus it is, in Proportion, when the 
Amonr is in an higher Sphere; for the greater 
the 2zality, the greater itill the Expences; 
Maſqnes, and Balls, and I»fick, and Equi- 
pages, and Entertainments without number. 
The Aftreſs is a great Abyſs, and all about 
her,Horſe-leaches feeding on its Banks. You 
muſt make'a Golden Bridge ( which is hard) 
for your Enemy to come to you, whereas none 
wou'd think much if 'twere to get /#zt of 
ſach troubleſome Company. ' Every Servant 
is daub'd round with B:rd-lime, or if you 
will, ſtuck with Tenter-hooks, to Gannch you 
in your Fall, and pull out each a prece of 
your Fleſh in your paſſage by 'em. A Lover 


runs the Gazntlet amongſt his Miſtreſſes Ac- . 


quaintance, every one will have a ſtroke at 
bim, unleſs he Fees 'em all round, h 
Aa 2 And 
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And when that's over, then comes the 
bmw: of tara the odious Sack-Poſſer, the 
Ragged. Regiment of Tartarian Muſicians , 
that ſmell ye out next Morning, as if you 
were a dead Horſe, and all the /fatrimonial 
Expences, which we'll dwell no longer upon, 


_ . becauſe tis ſuch a Adelancholy Subjett, 


And now the O»fortynate Creature may 
make his 3! when he pleaſes, for he has 
the Incarable Cancer, the Live Wolf in his 
Brea#t, that muſt at laſt carry him off (1 
need not ſay, I mean a Wife) after t has 
drain'd every drop of m0:/ixre from his fright- 
fal Carcaſs, and left him a Spectacle and Ex- 
'ample to all Deſperate Husbanas. ; 
"one expects to be a Aiſtreſs ſtill, to Com- 
2174 like one, to be treated in the ſame man- 
zer, and with the ſame Experce and Vanity. 
The Sex are all Afranda's, and tho' every 
Husband had the Philoſoph 
' cou'd not tranſmare Lead into Gold, fo faſt 
as they wou 'd change that into Rich F#r::- 
ture, Magnificent Hangings , and Extrava- 
gant Dreſſes and Entertainments. 


Glorious Coaches,and a vaſt Retinue abroad, | 
Plate and Jewels at home, without meaſwre, | 


and without exd, 
You muſt not hope any thing meas or val 
gar can pleaſe ſo nice, and fo refiv'd a Fancy. 
f Gold were cheap, ſhe'd not eſteem it: She's 
of the ſame mind the Eng/i/o King was in, 
about his Hoſe, 


It often enough falls out, to make a Hul- } 
"band compleatly Happy, that the Wife's pol- | 
ſefs'd. | 


ers Stone, he | 


| 
| 


| 
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ſeſs'd with the Devil of Bmilding too, and 
then away go Twenty Coach Horſes and 
Smits of Cloaths at one clap. ©* This part of 
* the Houſe is inconvenient, that's too low, 
© tother is not uniform. I hate ſuch a ſneak- 
© ing Stair-Caſe. What Fools our Fore-fathers 
© were to haild us ſuch Hovels of Houſes. 
« Pray Sir---- ler me have this ſtack of Chim- 
© nezs pull d down. Here's a Dining- Room 
© wou d make a pretty good Pantry, I have 
©* no manner of Conventences in thefe Cham- 
« bers; it's a ſhame they ſhou'd be ſeen by 
« any thing of Lxa/ity. And without Doors 
&« *tis all like the reſt, There ſtands a Coach- 
« Houſe hardly fit for a Dog-Kennel, 

« Certainly theſe Gardens were defign'd 
& for a Dunghill. G-46 me up thoſe canker'd 
«& Trees, that have ſtood rotting there, Sir 
& R---- ever fince Four Great Grandmother. 
«© Level that awkward /foxunt, Let me have 


three or four handſom Tarraſs-walks run 


« up in the room ont, Some Grotto's and 
& Green Houſes wou'd do well in that corner, 
« and here you might have as fine a Viſto as 
« any in Earope.  - 

Well,let's ſuppoſe all finiſh'd to her heart's 
content, the O/d Hoaſe pull'd down, and a 
new one ere6ted, and FVarios Hand in every 
Room, and as very a Paradice as Purleigh- 
Howſe, or Windſor. Perhaps this may pleaſe 
for two or three /fonths, but think not a 
Woman ſhou'd continue in the ſame mind 
much longer. The 4r is /harp, or unwhol- 
ſome, the Water 1s not good: There's no -. 
Aa 3 Woo | 
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#o2d nor Parks about it ; or if there are, it 
hinders the Proſpect, and keeps the Vapours 
from getting up. Or if none of theſe, yet 
'tis at too great a diſtance from the Town \. 
and we have no good Neighbours, F'en ſell 
it, Sir R---- and let's go Build at your other 
Seat, or buy one, as we ealily may, that's 
more 002763167, 

And if all this han't yet quite drain'd him, 
what think you of one Pl/agne more, that of 
Gaming ? It this wont do his Buſineſs, he's 
znexhanſiible. Dear Baſſet ! who wou'd not 
leave a ſnoring Husband Twenty Nights toge- 
ther for thy Charming Entertainment? Do 
w2 call the Indians Ibamane, for Playing 
away their Wives and Children, and ſtahing 
them{clves at laſt, either for fo many Years 
Slavery, or for Life, when nothing elſe 1s 
left? And ſhall we be more parrial towards 
thoſe that are nearer us, who /et their Joyn- 
tures, Husbands, Boates, and Souls fome- 
times, on one Chance of a Die? And when 
thoſe gone, are yet ſo beſotted with the ſenſe- 
lets Love of Gaming, that cou'd they retrieve 
*em again, or had they any thing more pre- 
£7025, they wou'd ſtill venture in the Ae 
MANNEY. 

I have read ſomewhere of a mad Fellow, 
who, when he and ſeveral of his Camerades 
were for ſome Miſdemeanor, forc'd to cat 
Lots for their Lives, when a white one fell 
to his /Sare, and one of his Companions that 
was yet to draw, was very much afrara, he 
fold him his Zo for a ſmall matter, and 
ventur'd. 
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ventur'd his Life a ſecond time, and had as 
good Fortune as before, tho' he {ittle deſery'd 
it, Few Gameſters come off as he did, tho' 
all run little lefs hazards. 

 Shou'd I run out in the fooliſh Prodigali- 
ties that are the'perpetual Appendages of this 
vain Sex, and which they think as neceſſary as 
their Food and Rayment.all the clutter of Child- 
bed, Chriſtnings, and the like, you'd ſay, I 
had rranſcrib'd all the Barchelor's Banquet, 
To leave this therefore,and come. to a little 
more comfortable Subject. Suppoſe for once 
a Woman her ſelf ſhou'd be ſo good-natur'd as 
to think of ſome way to make you amends 
for all this Yexation; in ſhort, to keep ye no. 
longer in /#ſpezce, ſhou'd be fo kind to make 
a Dye on't, why yet here you aren't ri4 of 
her, ſhe has a /#:ng in her Farewel,- whoſe: 
ſtroke 1s often Zertal, like other- fuch Crea- 
t#res, even after ſhe her ſelf is dead. Fhe- 
Charge of her Burial will ſerve as a found' 
alloy to the fatisfaction of your fair parting, 
and either break you or the Traaeſmen,. as. 
Cromwel's did betore, | 
And this you can no way avaia, without. 
drawing the full cry of the Women againit. 
you. This is the belt way for a Piaower to 
make his Cort, or pave his way to a Second, 
Fortune; for ſuch is the Vanity of that Sex,” 
that if they were put to their Choice, whether: 
they'd /ive hes or have a Magnificent; 
Funeral, ] verily believe they'd moſt of 'emn. 
rather take the /atrer, whatever ſhift they., 


- made while they were /ivine, 
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 Anſwerto LET TER XXIV. 


Concerning the Sexe; Frodigality. 
"By Madam Haſtings. 


Y OU often tell us of Cleoparra, but who 
remembers Artemiſia ? The firſt laviſh- 
ed away a Pearl in a Glaſs of YVVine, though 
thereto oneof your ewn Sex was the occa- 
fion; but the other bxi/t a Magnificent Mo- 
»ument to perpetuate the 2/emory of' her 
 Husband, which had periſhed long ſince 
m all probability, had he not /eft ſuch a 
Qwzeen behind him. You'll ſay it may be 
that ſhe was a YV Yonder, as well as the dan- 
folenrs, and that we have never heard of a- 
nother /hke her : I confeſs there are not many 
»2xcens,but we may find many in a /ower ſta- 
ti0u who owe all they have to the excellent 
management of aPradent and Pertuous woman; 
and we may affirm without Partial:ty to our 
ſelves,or the leaſt vanity, that many more E- 
ffates have been honeſtly preſerved by our 
Sex, than ever were honeſtly gotten by yours, 
ic being the Y/7ves part to take care of 
what comes home, and by her Fragality and 
good Honſewifry, to make the moſt of what 
ever comes into- her Hands, without which, 
MZiadas himſelf would ſoon be Ryined; Ts 
= ; 
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il natured Proverb having roo much of 
Truth in 1t, $0 many Servants /d many Thieves: 
And it being as certain that not the /arge- 
eſs of the Income, but the regwlation of the 
Expences 1s that which brings Y/Yealth and 
Plenty into a- Family, which confilts gene- 
rally moſt in /z:tle things, which you think 
below you to regard. 

You #ntraduce indeed a perfect Miranda 
in your Accuſation of our Preadvigality ; 
nay, have outdone your Or:2:nal, and thence 
would very fairly Argue the reft of our 
Sex. hke her, at which wiſe way of rea- 
ſoning we might conclude all yours were 
Dox Fohns, and ſhun you as we would VY/arr, 
or Age, or Diſeaſes. Ithink we may chat- 
lenge you to find us out one ſuch rea! per- 
ſon in all o#r Sex as you have there deſcribed, - 
nay, with one half of her Extravagancies: 
and yet there may be ſomething rea/in them 
too at the bottom, but you have cxmmingely 
turn'd the Tables, and dreſsd a Poman 
one of your own He-Bear-kins, and then 
how unmercifully you Bait her? You 
have ſcumim'd up all the Extravagancies 
of your ewn Sex, and moſt ingenuouſly 
thrown them upon «rs, and though the Z 
dea you have drawn be no more F for us 
than the Zrant's Bed for every Gzeſt, yet 
you will ſerve us as he did them, either rack 
us /onger, or c#t us ſhorter. 

1 confeſs 1 always thought the Groom Por- 
ters, and Gaming-Houſes had been full 
ot Jen; that (twas that wiſe - Creature 
| _-. AF Man -- 
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Han who uſed to maw! the poor Dice and his: 
own Knuckles when the Jade Fortune turn'd 
her wrong fiae at him,and drein d him as lank 
as - Jacinta. did her Spark's Pockets in the 
Aick- Aſtrologer : 1 was ſo ignorant. to be- 
Heve the Sror:es I've often heard, that ſuch 
- and ſuch Dzhbzs, and Lords, and Knights, 


and Squires, who played away ſo many fair. 


AAanners in a-night,and Fell'd fo many thou- 
ſand ſtately Trees at a Sfroke, with a very 
fmall 7erz of the Elbow, only it may be 
fomething more of /martneſs in it, if the iaſt 


caſt. went amiſs; . that all theſe had been as. 


arrant. dex as ever Swore or Diſſembled, or 
deceived a Homan, or, Expoſed her after he 
bad Rnined her. 

I thought too, it.had been the very ſame 
Creatures that were for #nilding ſo many 
Bazely Caſtles in the Air : So many Glorious 
fine. Palaces and Heonſes ;, for keeping ſo ma- 
ay Stables of Horſes, ſuch an Equaipage, ſuch 
Armies of Hounds and Servants; befides aRe- 
tinue of 7--- larger than follows any. Camp 
in Chriſtendom : And that I am not like to 
continue in my Ignorance, tis to your care 
Sir 7, that I muſt always own my ſelf obli- 
ged,. who have found out the ſecret that a 
ja Toppings and a new Gown now, and then, 
will Ruine a Family, on the V/omars fiat, 
though Expences a thouſand times larger on, 
the Man's will doit no manner of Injry : 
They are all neceftary for the Granderr of 
his &:715, and the Port of his Charafer. Let. 
as Lady Beg, his Childreg Starve or trail a, 


Fike, 


ee Re ns 


Eco 


. ay 
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Pike, or hawl at a Cable for Bread, let his. 
Creditors Break or Hang themſelves,” or "to 
Clipping, or the High-way: Let the cries of” 
a whole Regiment of poor /farving Crea-"" 
tures, who Beliege his Door, and Petition for** 
ſome {mall part of what he owes themn, af-- 
fault him as duly as he 77/es, or at leaſt when® 
ever he dares walk abroad; alFs a cafe,” 
be's :mpenetrable, his Vice muſt not -want,2. 
his dear Laxary muſt not ſtarve : he deals, - 
with 'em as well as he do's by himſelf, 
difpatches 'em with a Cxrſe or 700, or 
which 1s worſe, recommends 'em to his 
Steward, to arid 'em on from zear to Jear, 
and warder 'em with greater torment, 

On the vther ſide, as for the little Extra- 
74g43cics of our Sex, if we ſhould run ſome- 
thing beyond our 2xality, 1t can be. but a 
ſeratch in the Eſtate, While the Proateality of 
rhe an ftrikes at the very heart ont; gives- 
it a mortal wonnd, which unleſs car off in 
time, ( ſome part old to redcem the reſt ) 
will infallibly gazgrexe, and intect the whole.:* 
Body with an ncarable poyſon, 

And yet after all, we ſee this Lavi/h and + 
Profuſe Temper 1m Men, throws em into 
the contrary Extream, . and makes 'em of-- 
tentimes the moſt 4aſely and ſordidly . Cove=- 
t945 towards their Wives and Families ; who, . 
if rhsy have nor a Joyztare to ſecure em, ſhall : 
nor have ſo much as--Pin-/foney, or what's - 
tufficient ro ſupply the extreameſt. Necefſiries. - 
of 1.:7e. And the fame 'tis in a lower Kank: - 
For is: common enough -for- an «ordinary 
Tradeſ1at« 
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Tradeſman not to ſleep without three or four 
Bottles {Paging in his Zelly, while his poor 
Fife at home is often g/ad of ſmall Beer or 
Water. Summ up the Evidence your ſelf 
Sir 7. and be you on the whole for once 
bath J=dge and Jury, to decide the Quarrel 


between! us, whether your Sex or onrs are, 
generally ſpeaking, moſt guilty of Prodigalie 
'» þ 


Rebecca Haſtings. 


LETTER 


—— 
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| yo U cemplain, Madam, I've forgortes 


LETTER XXv. 
Againſt Marrying @ Widow. 


By Sir Thomas — 


to whom I'm writing, and often addreſs 
my ſelf tothe 4en,without any regard to my 
Antagoniſt : For this I muſt beg =_ Pardon, 
fince the love of the Truth and concern for 
poor abus'd Aankind, makes me,l find, fome- 
times take off my eye from my Antagoniſt, 
before I'm aware. ButlI hope you'll forgive 
me, fince tis for the publick Good,” and tho' 
I may happen to ſtep out of the way a lit- 
tle now and then, fear not but I'll return a- 
gain, and fight out the Battel. | 
And now for the jolly Fidow, fince Maid 
and Fife have pretty well wearied us. And 
tho' you, Madam,are * op two or three degrees 
from that ſtate of Li , yer you may intime 
arrive to it, and therefore you d do well of- 
ten to read over the Direttions of a very ſage 
Philoſopher for the management of your 
Aﬀgairs, that you maynt be ſurprized 
when you eome to Aﬀtion. You know 
who ſays, 


Vidaws 
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Widows who have try'd oze Lover, 
Truſt none again, till they've madeover, 
Or it they do before they Aarry, | 

The Fox's we:gh the Geeſe they carry ; 
Whence w:irtzeſt Ladies always chooſe 
' * To undertake the hcavie/t Gooſe, | | 


Now if we did not ſometimes 7zake out- 
Repriſals againſt your Sex, and ſome of our 
He- Foxes, though Poor and Lean, ſnap up- 
one of. your heavieſt Geeſe, we ſhould never | 
be upon the $qaare with you, though a ſad | 
Choice a Man s in when. he's brought to that 
Condition ; only the torementioned Gentle- 
mat;'s ſhort Queitions can't. eahly be an- 
{wered. 


What an Amorons thing is Pas, 

How. Devrs and Afertgages Lichant |. | 
What Graces mult that. Lady have, 

That can from Execcation lave ? 


But the worſt is, that oftentimes ſhe only 
brings the Evecution fopner on the PLor M1- 
itiken Husband, who catches {wo Tartars at | 
once : For he that. ventures. on.that terrible. | 
Creitrre a #.dov,, muſt prepare , tor the. 
worlt, and ngt think ſhe has been Married, 
and.burizd one Husbaud for, nothing, and 
Having, once got. out of the Grare, the res + 
members all her e/7 Ticks again, and 1s tuil 
as wild and more canning than ever. And 
"would, at leaſt make one cautious if we 

came. 
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came to a Ditch which another had attempt- 
ed to leap, and ſtuck in the middle, how 
we overhaſtily ventarea after him. A_ Wi- 
dow is a double Woman, [ke has in her all the 
Po3ſon of her Sex, highly rectify'd, and ren- 
dred infinitely more. Subtle and. Mortal. 
When the. Caxnibal has once taſted the Bled. 
of one Man, though ſhe weep never ſo ma-. 
ny Crecadiles Tears over his Grave, ſhe hard- 
ly ever /eaves off till ſhe has. try'd another. 
Like a Dog that has once found the. ſweetneſs. 
of Sheeps-Blood, nothing but the Branch 
can make him give 1t over. 

Believe her nor, though ſhe 7#mx7rcs her: 
{If never ſo c/:ſcly,. mourns never fo  uncon- 
ſoleably, and remains never, ſo Os/tinare in. 
her Melancholy. Receſs, that ſhe way ac- 
company her dear Lord to the place of S$:- 
lence, Then, even then, when her Peak is- 
but juſt put on, when her Z£a777g hardly 
handſelled, would ſhe not refuſe Comfort 
upon reaſonable Terms; alas! Iity and Love 
are near akin, and the heart that melred- fo 
| lately by one Paf/zon, that of Grief, and has, 
not yet had time to 4araer, will eafily ex 
nough admit an Imprefiion from another, 
though very different, Love has 2 thouſand, 
diſguiſes, he ſometimes gets a_long black 
Cloak on, and ftrutsin.t as mournfully and, 
gravely as the neareſt Relations; but when 
once he's alone, Widow, have at your heart,, 
off goes his diſguiſe, ans he's a God again. - 

Bur let him be what he will, Azge/ or, 
Fiend, we may fafely turn a very Widaw looſe: 

| = 
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to him, without any great fear of their 
harting one another. Should he be as ſwbt:/ 
a Cur as Matchiavel's Marry d Devil, ſhe'd . 
ſoon make him hang his Ears as he did, and 
deſire to be d:/m1ſs'd of the Employment She'd 
er him in Links as ſubſtantial as any 
he had left behind him, give him juſt his 
meat for his working and no more, hold him 
cloſe to a quantum Taluit, and make over 
her Sol and her Eſtate to ſome other, even 
though he had Poſſe//ion of her Body, but 
would fain be rid on't if he knew how; ſince 
ſhe would haunt and poſſeſs him, rather than 
on the contrary. | 
And what then ſhould a = Afortal do 
with her, or how ſhould he be ab/e to deal 
with her? Suppoſe him in the worſt conditi- 
on, and no way but this or a Gaol, would 
it not look more like Freedom to live out of 
the Priſoner's Basket than out of Hers? Tis 
true he'd have nothing but Scraps from 
both, but then for the former he'd not 
be zpbraided; beſides, he'd have a much 
more 9/4 Darance, a ſort of a King's-Bench 
Priſon where-ever he was, in compariton of 
being turned over to a Widow, till Death 
Cleared him at the General Gaol-del/ivery. 
But the moſt — Scene is, when 
they are Geeſe o both fiaes, and cheat one 


another. The Citizen turn'd Gentleman, and 
the German-Princeſs rarely well met, and 
neither have juſt cauſe to complain, When 
the Widow lives nigh ; keeps a noble. 
Houſe and ſplendid Ta 


le, and has nothing 
but 


on ws % Suk 
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but Sham-Deeds and baſtard Afortgages at 
the bottom: And the Noble 'Squire Eats, 


Drinks, Preſents, Treats and Plays as high 
as any, and yet's in debt for every Rag he 
wears, and had much ado to ris himſelf 
out for this weighty Expedition. But the 
Jeſt.is when they come to weigh one another, 
and find nothing but Feathers o' both fiaes, 
to ſee how they look, and how exactly like 
one another, only the Bride a little more 
Chagrin of the two, becauſe ſhe has diſgrac'd 
the Honour of her Charatter, and prov'd a 
Reproach to the Gravity and diſcretion -of 
Widow-hood, by being impos'd on by ano- 
ther, when a tr»e Widow ought to Chear all 
Mankind, | 

Yet once more we'll ſuppoſe the very 
beſt, and that an honeſt Fellow ſhould 
chance to light on a Widow a little more free 
of her Pr/e, though a'moſt hide-bound Car- 
caſe : Osborn has exattly told ſuch a Man's 
Fortune, * The things ( ſays he) required 
© toread the RE of ſuch a loathſome 
* Companios will prove ſo chargeable, as in a 
&« ſhort time her Gold will be ſpent, and no- 


 *hing left but the Fox! Beaſt that carfed 
t, 


Thomas-— 


Anſwer 
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Anſwerto LETTER XXV. 


In Defence of Widows, 


by a Toung Widow. 


N D is a Paw really ſuch a frightfal 
thing, Sir T. ſo mach your aver from ?: 

And were you a/ways of that mind? Are we 
all of us ſuch perte&&t Pitches, ſuch abomi- 
nable Bloed-ſackers, fuch Cheats and [mpo-- 
ftors, ſuch unreaſonable, anconſcionable Crea- 
tures, as you repreſent us? Or did you never 
hear of a ſly Thief, that cry'd; ** The Grapes 
* were /our, when he cou'd not come. at em? 
Or of a /ewd Spark of your Acquaintance, 
* who has often enough made it his 6x/52e/s 
© to defame- that Fertue which. he cou d not. 
* corrgpt and-r7431 2: Juſb thus, I fancy, did 
that doughty Knight, Sir Hxdibras, rail at 
his.dear 7//4;w, when: he cou'd not catch her, 
and. when he found both his /ham-Oaths-and 
Wripping loft upon her. But to Harp no 
more upon that frizg, which it may be you 
will think makes bur very jarring Mulick, I 
muſt ask leave to enter into the Merits of 
the Caſe, and confider your angry waſpith 
complaints again{t P9Or Widows, who I hnd, 
as helpleſ; as they are, and how much loever 
entitled -to Heaven's Protettion, muit ——_— 
; QUut 
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but /ittle of gp The more D:ſconrteors 
Knight you, the while, and unmindful of 
the Laws of Ch:valry and Honour, O ! but 
we do not xeed it, we are canning enough of 
our ſelves, you ſay, to deceive all the World. 
But pray give me leave to ask you, Sir T. 
how came a poor /imple Woman to be in a 
little while ſo ſtrangely alter 'd? If we kill'd 
our H:5hands indeed, and eat 'em afterwards, 
there might be ſomething in it, and the 
Riddle might eafily be ſolv'd, according .ta 
the Faith of the Canmbals; becauſe if we 
belreve them, we ſhould have all their Pru- 
dence transfasd into us : But that meer Cc- 
habitation ſhould work fuch a Prodigious. 
change, that only converting with a fan for 
a few Years, or it may be Aenths, ſhould. 
thus transform 'the moit foolr/5 and helpleſs . 
thing in Nature into a meer She- MMatchiavel, 
and make us too hard for all your Politick 
Noaddles; This I confeſs is wmaccountable, 
and admirable; and it mult needs follow from 
it, that either we are very apt Scholars, or 
out are excelleat Maſters, 

But have not your Sex too the like Advan- 
tage by idw-hood 2 Tf you have, certainly, 
Sir T. it's very dangerous mea/izzz with you : 
For when you have ſwa/low 4 ſuch a Serpent 
as a Woman, you muſt be perfect Dravons ; 
eſpecially if it happens to be a iam that 
you have thus got 7/4 of, at whoſe Happy 
Departure you would doubtleſs Tr1:mph as 
much as the /7az when he: bury'd his Twen- 
Neth Wife, and' wear Garla,ds all your car 
after.” 
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after. And yet (you know, Sir 7.) the 
ſame expence of Yaws and Oaths is requir'd 
to £411 one of xs, that you uſe with others; 
nay, you are often forc'd ro dowbe your 
Files, to clinch your Perjuries when you at- 
zack a Widow, though you pretend to know 
our weak fiae never ſo exattly, becauſe we 
are ſure we k»ow your Sex well enough, 
whatever you may koow of cars; and ha- 
" been decerv'd once before, as it is great 
if when we were marry d, we met with 
any better Fortune, we expect you ſhould 
juggle more artificially, and hang and drown 
more pathetically. than our former Lovers , 
before you aecoy us into a " «ergy Nooſe. 

And when once you have your deſire, 
what Aſrance have we after all our cann:ng, 
that we ſhall not catch a Tartar, that a Wi- 
dower ſhall not oatwidow us, and over-ſhoot 
us in our own Bow? Have not you Contre- 
vances and Conveyances as well as we, and 
 Sham-Joyntares, and Airy Eſtates, which all 
vaniſh after Marriage, hike the 1% of ſome 
of your falſe Deeds, by which you /#r d us 
into ar clutches? It may be we may with 
much ado continue in your good Graces for 
ſome half a Year after Marriage ; and a long 
time that too it's like many of you will ſay, 
and an unconſcionable while to be conſtant 
to ove Woman : But when once that's paſt, 
- and you can 4rain us of no more comfortable 
Old Gold, a few Pieces whereof we may have 
laid up for a comfort in Age, or for Legacies, 
or any extraordinary Accident, then "_ pre- 
ently 
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| ſently ſee you appear in your own ſhapes, and 
choſe ſuſicientl horrid : Nothing but Oaths 
and Cxr/es, and kicking out of s, For 
if you turn us up to A/;mony, and cannot 
find a way to cheat us of that too, we muſt 
take it as a great Favour, while you Drink, 
and Game, and worſe, and Revel in our E- 
ſtates, to your Hearts _ | 
| Thus you ſee your Pittures may be drawn, 
{ Sir T7. as well as oxrs; and there are ſome 
| Lines (0 remarkable in many of your Sex, 
| that it is almoſt impoſſible not to hit 'em; 
and I appeal to the common Experience of 
the World, whether they do not know many 
' Midow-Hunters, to whom this Deſcription 
| agrees as well, and whom it fits as exactly, 
as if they had been taken meaſure of, and it 
had been made on pxrpoſe for them. 
| After a'l, to be ingennor, and acknowleage 
' a Truth, though if the conſequence be not 
ftrain'd, it will not hurt us, all Effates and 
Conaitions have ſome Perſons that are a Scan- 
| aal and Reproach to them, and to their Re- 
lations : There are, it cannot be deny'd, x#- 
quiet and ill-temper d, as well as crafty and 
over-reaching Perſons, of all ſorts and de- 
grees, Maids, Wives, and Widows; ay, and 
of all Sexes too, Sir T. as I hope I have fa- 
| tisfy'd you already, of your own as well as 
| ONS, 
But why a #idow, who has more Expe- 
| rience in the World, who knows better how 
to manage a Family, than another, and how 
to vaize a good Husband, either by the __ 
Tr 
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of one of that Charafter, or the enduring 
the Tyranny of a bad one? Why ſuch a 
Perſon ſhould not be at leaſt as defrrable a 
Partner as a raw, young, giday-headed Girl 
of fixreen, who has juſt Ieft playing with 
Lifeleſs Babbies, when ſhe comes to have Li- 

ving'ones of her own to entertain her, and | 
' knows not what to do with them ; I pro- 
feſs I am not /harp-fighted enough to diſcern, 
and 'therefore, Sir 7: muſt refer the deciſon 
of :ſo weighty an Affair to your nicer Judg- 


ment, 


ane Hil. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 
That there is no ſuch thing as Love after 


Marriage. 


By Mr. Strattford. 


VELE——_— —_—— we ——_— 


EY this Fool's Ak” quickly withers, 
and that 7:nſ;l ſort of Happineſs which a 
Man finds in Love, ſoon wears off, Aﬀeer 
Marriage your Sex thinks it not worth the 
while to Diſſemble any longer ; you' have 
caught the Fiſh, and the' Net 1s Iaid by: You 
have entrap: your Prey, and now the) Pan- 
ther's Face is ſhown, which before you {0 
ſo carefully conceal d. | Sr 
You ſay your ſelves that Fools cannot Lowe; 
and if not before Marriage, much leſs: af- 
ter it, ſo there's three quarters of the World 
truck off, and how many think ye will 
there be of your Sex included, certainly not 
the ſmalleſt number. 1 AS 
Nor can a wi/e Man love a Fool, for that's 
unnatural: There is nothing agreeable be- 
tween.them, they don't Tally. Tis true, he 
may be a little tickled and pleaſed before 
Marriage : The Beanty hides the Folly, he 
was prepoſſe(s'd and hoodwink'd ; now the 
truth is, /fatrimony 'often do's Men that 
kindneſs, i gets 'em their ezes again, tho" 
tis ſomething a ſharp Remedy,  - Y | 


Nay, ſuppoſe two wiſe perſons ſhould b 

a Abracle, meet between one parry of Shs 
by the Parſon's leave, I know not but theſe 
would be more _—_— of Loving than any 
of the other : © The Felicities of Marriage 
& (ſays one that's thought to have taſted 
© deeply enough of its Infelicities) gene- 
< rally periſhing in the Conflict ariſing be- 
* tween Man and Wife of equal Spirits and 
& Underſtanding ; Ir being impoflible there 


© ſhould wantConteſts where both lay claim -[ 


© to a capacity fit only to be obeyed. 
Bur till further, to give Matrimony as 
fair play as poſſible, let us ſuppoſe a pair 
as agreeably Match'd as Narxwre can make 
'em; neither too wi/e, the ara little the 
advantage, but no Stateſman; the Foman no 
Fool, but wiſe enough to know or think ſhe 
has leſs it than her H«zband, yet there's 
a ſort of neceſſity of Nature for the ebb of 
their Paſſion after Marriage, ( and he that 
Ives not paſſionately, can't be ſaid ro /ove 
at all.) For what 1s ſtrained to the highth 
muſt needs either give again, or ſnap in pre- 
ces, and 'tis impoſſible Natwre can furniſh 
ſufficient Spirits to make the Woman, 
* Each happy night a Bride---whatever Songs 
may -be made on't the ext Aorning by 
ſome doating Bridegroom. Indeed if in any 
thing we ought to complain of MNatzre, 
we might ſtem to do it with the greateſt 
Fuſtice for this apparent Cheat it puts upon 
us, for it works the expettations and deſires 
to the greateſt Extravagance, and yet af- 
terwards 
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others formerly did as 1 and yet let's 
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I terwards gives us nothing proportionable to 
« her profaſe promiſes and aur own exalted 
Cf Fancies, at leaſt, all ingenuous Afarried 
* en 1 ever met with, have frankly owned 


 "« this .oreat Trath, and 'tis ſtrange if there 
[a 


© ſhould be ſuch a real Felicity in that Eftare, 
&« ſuch an incſtimable Philoſopher's Stone, that 
* none yet ſhould ever have the good for- 
« txne to find it. 

Hear your Friend O/bern, who doated up- 
on you ſo much even in his Gray Hairs, 
when he ſhould have been wiſer, that he 
owns 1n his youth his Heart was your Tri- - 
utnphant Chariot, hear but what Truth and 
better Experience wrung from him on this 
Subject. © Theſe Virtues, Graces, and reci- 
* procal Defires { ſays ve) which bewitched, 
« Aﬀection expected ( before Marriage) to 
*meet and enjoy, Fruition and Experience 
* will find abſent, and nothing lefr but 2 
* painted Box, which Chilaren and Time will 
«© empty of Delight, leaving Diſeaſes behind, 
* or at beft incurable Antiquity, 5 

But yet worſe, 'tis no Gracle for Wart 
and Poverty to aſſault the happy pair, and 
then what L—_ of all their Zove? It's 
ſtrange Hamane Nature ſhould have no 
more ſagacity then to let it ſelf be made one 
great Bubble: Never were any paired toge-» 
ther, if Love brought 'em into the Nooſe, 
but had a ſtrong fancy that alone would feed 
and cloath 'em: They take that for their 
Sadr and their Cool, as the Poer tells us 


ice 
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ſee one Inftance of any that when they try'd 
the experiment, could grow fat on Tuch airy 
aret ; nay, or ſo'much as live upon't any 
better than the Welch-man's Horſe upon an 


. Oata Day. And when once Want comes in 


. at one Window, out creeps Love infallibly at 
another, eſpecially when the Brats begin to 
iprawl and ſtink about in every corner, 
yelping for the Dxg, with ſcarce cloaths e 
nough to hide their Naltineſs. Ay,---now 
let's ſee who Loves, and if we find one Pair 
in all Zxrope that hold ſtubLbornly ro their 
firſt Fo/ly, that have all the old Flames and 
Darts when ſhivering with cold and tor- 
mented with /pame, and griped through with 
Hunger, then we'll vote 'em, not only the 


' Flitch at Danmow, but a Monument at their 


death as famous as the Manſoleam, and ever 
by my conſent every hundred pair who liv 
unhappily in the ſame circumſtances, ſhould, 
while they live, pay 'em the tribute ot a ſingle 
Mar aveai every year, which I am apt to be- 
Heve would amount to a /am almoſt beyond 
Arithmetick to reckon it. = 

To ſpeak Trath, 1 know not how Lowe 
ſhould poſſibly laſt after farriage, when 


| Freedom and Liberty are its very Breath and 


Nature. If we would, 'tis not likely your 
Sex ſhould be able to continue 1t : Youare a 
ſullen fort of Birds, take never ſo much care 
of you, cram you never ſo well, yet you will 
hang the wizg,and moulr as ſoon as ever you 
are Caged, and one muſt expect no Muſick 


. if - Z 
from you ever after. Saticty as naturally 


produces 
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produces Loathing, as Hunger do's an eager 
Appetite, and =» Pleaſure, To ſee the 


. ame dull greafre | face every day, is worle 


then ſeeing the tame Play for a Twelvemonth 
together. Nothing but Pork would tire a very 
Flemming, Or if our Stomachs ſhould hold 
to the ſame D:/þ, yer you Cock it fo ſlutti/h- 
ly as would make one naxſeate it in ipite ofa 
Siege : You uſe us like Strangers no longer, 
that's the zrath on't, now we are ſo well 
acquainted. The brown Loaf and cold Meat 
muſt be eſteem'd a great favour. In ſhort, 
all the care you took tro diſguiſe your Minds 
and Bodies, all your intellectual Topping and 
Waſhes, as well as the Gayety and Judg- 
ment, Wit and good Humour of your out- 
ward Dreſs, are perfe&tly vaniſhed. We bave 
you in your native Homelineſs, though not 
Innecence : If you have not too contraCted 
ſome additional conntercharms, and add Slut- 
tiſhneſs ro your other Accompliſhments, to 
make you more compleatly Odious, For 
where's that care and ſolscitous exactneſs, and 
womaniſh diligence, and even affeCted neat- 
neſs which were ſo remarkable in you before 
you had noos'd us? You take no. more care 
then to holſter up your minds, to hide thoſe 
mental Deformities which would fright even 
a Satyr from your Boſoms. You are no more 
thoſe gay pretty airy fooliſh diverting things,you 
were when upon. your good behawviear. . You 
give us a Sample indeed, but 'tis like a Syowy - 
Tand tO a Sooty Face. You trade too ap 
for us Plain-Dealers, an your beſt Goods 

| 2 ts 
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to ſale, but pack up thoſe that are Damag'd 


in the dale; Give us a Taſt of good Wine 
but when we come to ſend for the whol# 
Piece home, and draw it out, 'tis fo prick'd 
and paxl'd that there's no exdaring it, 4 
Not but that you are careful enough til 


-£0 look as gay as ever on ſome extraordinary 
-Qccations : If King Eagar be to make a iſe, 
 Alfreda will be ſure to on with all her ]ew- 
. els, though it colts her Husband's Life : If 


you do dreſs at all, you are not ſure {6 
much out o'the Faſhion to do it for your 


'Husbands, 'tis either for all the ?or1d, or 
For ſome favour'd Gallant: When he ap- 
«proaches you recall the old Leer, reſume 


your Virgin {miles and prettinefles, though 


- 1t may be awkwardly enough too, for want 


of prattice. New Tallow your weather-beaten 
Fejjel, repair your Rigging, pick your Zye- 
brows, blubb your Lip, and ſay over the fine 


things you can think on, which uſed to charm 


all your Aaorers, and make 'em run as mad 


tor your Common-place Wit, as for your n0 


more natural Beauty, 
And how ſhou'd moſt Marriages ever 
thrive any better, when they are fo far from 


being made in Heave», that the Banker has 
-much more to do in 'em than the Parſon. 


"Tis but a ſort of Stock-Jobbing, to make the 


.beft on't : You ask no other Qzalifications in 


a Man, than what has he, nor, what 7 he? 
And what E/tate, what Joyw#ure can he make, 
er, what Reputation has he 
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Thus, Ladies, have you taught us to Dif- 
count, by letting us ſee the Ready is the main 
thing you expect trom us, and why ſhcu'd 
we not be as /ngenwores with you? 


Bo.3. Lae,. 
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Love, if any thing, is modeFt and ſilent ; 
t has but a weak Head, and hates noiſe and 
clamognr ; and 1s it then any more likely to be 
found in the Houſe where a Yomar has enter d 
betore it, than ſclence in a Monaſtery? 

Who can Love where they do not Eſteem? 
And how can the Woman efteem the an, 
whom ſhe reckons as her Rival in Govern- 
ment, 1f not a Tyrant and V/:»rper upon her 
Rights and Libertres,as ſhell be ſure to think 
_ him? Such a Republican Spirit has ſhe, tho' 
he's the moſt Ja# and Merciful /4orarch in 
the World. And on the other fide, how can 
ſhe expe&t he ſhou'd love one who 1s daily 
conſpiring againſt him, to wreſt away his Le- 
eal Patrimony, and Ancient [-heritance? Man 
was born her Soveraign, and it looks like no 
very great piece of Kindneſs to exclade or 
aethrane him. THY 

I'll not inſiſt on thoſe many Dsſeaſes fo 
:ncident to your Sex, and almoſt :»/eparable 
trom them, leſt I ſhou'd render that horrid 
and vaxſecus, which I only deſign to repre- 
ſent as it really is, dreadfel, and avoidable, 
But thus much 1s certain, 1f theſe are not 1n 
your «wn Power, they ought to be 7» ors, and 
not to Yoke our ſelves to what wou'd make 
our Lives as uncomfortable as yours ; Eſpeci- 
ally when you can't expect Love ſhou'd /a3#, 
when the Cement of it, and the very End of 
Atatrimony ceaſes; unleſs you can give an 
Inſtance of any that fell in Zove in an Heſps- 
ral; always excepting the Famous Gonaibert 


and his Apothecary's Daughter. 
F n , Tames Stratiford. 
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Anſwer to LETTER XXVT.. 


That *tzs. peſſible ro love as well after Mar-- 
riage iS bett re, and the Way to do it. 


By Mo Hoo 


W Hen the H:/fortes of all Nations are full* 
of the Examples of excellent Fives , 
who for their Cinflancy and Fidelity to their 
Huzsbands, and Conjugal Duty and Aﬀettion - 
have juſtly been made Zmortai, it looks like 
a very ill-nataur'd Paradox to aflert that never: 
can be, which ſo often has been, and there- 
fore may be agen, and of which we have as 
many preſent /iving Inftances as there are of” 


marry d' Perſons that live happily, which I am + 


apt to believe are many more than live other-- 
wiſe; becauſe Happineſs, and Content are ge- 
nerally f[eut, but /Aiſery is queruloxs and.” 
noiſy; and we hear every where of the Diſ- 
orders which happen in any ſuch unfortunate 
Families, Indeed it is obſerveable of moſt 
of the Arguments that are brought againſt 
Marriage, or the Happineſs of ſuch a State, 
that not one in ?werty of them have ſo much 
as the ſhadow of Reaſon, but are juſt ſuch.. 
as an ingenious Perſon fays of them, fit for - 
Men rather to wixeale with, than in good * 
earneſt ch:nk what they /peart. And of this - 
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fort are all thoſe which pretend to prove. 
there 1s no ſuch thing as Love after Marriage; 


tor we will not ſtand to the Experience of a, |. 


bad Husband in theſe matrer-. 


Grant that they never had any, that ſome- | 


thing 4aſer than Love was the motive of 
their Coxrt/hip, and that their F/ame was (0. 
impare, that it could not long /4:ze after it: 
was /ighted by the Torch of Hymen: Yet it: 
is ſo far from Truth, that Zove cannot laſt. 
at all after ſarriage, that 1 am ' ſatisfy 'd. 
many have lov'd much better after than they 
did before ; nay, in ſome Inſtances, have lov'd 
very tenderly after that Sacred Bond had uni- 
red 'em, though perfeCtly :z4iFerent, if not 


oY 


averſe, when both ſixgle ; although Inſtan- 


ces of theſe laſt are ſo rare, that it is il} ven. 
t#ring together unleſs there be at leaſt ſome 
Aﬀettion berween them. But this I aflirm, 
as Aazi/terially as ever our Antagoniſt can 


the contrary,aithough with much more 7r#th, 
and Reaſon, that marry d Perſons have more | 


cauſe to Love better than others, and more 
Advantages to do ſo: For they have now /eft 
all the Porld for each other, which muſt 


needs be a great Endearment on both fiaes :. 


Their Word, and Honour, and Oath are all 
publickly engag'd, and unleſs they forfert 
all rheſe, they muſt continue to Love one 
another, and cannot but be Happy. Their 
Love is both Honoarable and Lexjai and now 
they have all they /24'd for, and poſſeſs each 
other's AﬀeGtions, and Perſons, and Fortunes 
without any. fear of a Rva/, Shame on him 
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that loves a fine Woman leſ5 when he has her - 
in his Ar-w5,thanwhen he only throws /peeps- | 
ezes, and-makes xgly Faces at her. Iris true, 


| if Men form Romantick Notions of Love 


and Friendſhip, and find themſelves deceiv'd 
when they come to apply 'em to commer Life, 
they may be angry without pity or regard. 
He that expects more from a Aforra/ than it 
can give him , deſerves to be arſappornted: 
There's no. perfect Happineſs here, and it's 
pity there ſhould; but yer we may make a 
ſhift to pick up a good comfortable ſhare of 
it with good Management, and there are cer- 
tainly, degrees of 1t, and one is much more 
Happy than another, and [ am till of: the 


mind that a marry'd condition is in it felf 


the-happie5t Eſtate of Life, and:will never: 
believe but that ic would always be- ſo, did- 
not Lewaneſs, or Imprudence, or fome uns" 
common /Azfortune prevent it ; and this. - 
happy I am ſure it never could be; without a: - 


| good degree of Love, The little Endearments' 


of a marry d condition., the ſoft Howrs, the... 
very Fondne{ſes and Follies and Partiewlarities, 
and-to others, infiznificant: Faxcies! and/Hu-'\- 
mours, have yet all of; 'em ſomething zew-un ' + 
'em,.and diverting and obliging; --" 

Nay, even the. little Matrimonial: Qaraye '+- 
rels; the. ſhort-liv'd Anger-of Lovers, makes- - 
'eam but {ove better: A little Farer ſprinkled 
on their Fire, makes-it blaze more: ſtrongsy: * 
than before ,. if .thexe be: not- enough to - 


Quench 1t, :. | 3-27 
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Moft kinds of Pleaſure ſeem to be little 
more than the cxring of ſome Pain, What 


elſe is that we perceive in the Guſt of the 
moſt delicious FY/nes, when extream T hirſty 2 


or the Taſt or Smell of a well- cook'd Diſh, 


when ſoundly Hungry ? And the longer we |, 


have been Faſting, the /harper we are kept, 
the more r7avenoxſly we fall to, when once 


we ft down to Table. However, none but: 


Glattons will gorge themſelves; and if after- 
wards they complain of want of Appetite, 
Wou'd they not be /axgh'd at, rather than 
pitied ? 


Yet you cannot tell, Mr. S---, whether the 


£ſfwerer of this Letter be a /1ar, or a Wo 
wan, a Maid; Wife, or Widow ; nor ſhall 
you ever know it, 1f I can help it. But 
whatever I am, Zeal for Trath has engag'd 
me in the Controverfie, and no Averſion to 
AMarriage has drawn theſe Thoughts from me, 
which you muſt take as they come, with- 
Out any more Accsracy, or Regalarity, than 
I 8nd in ſome of yours. 

But to return to my Subje&t : Even 4- 
fence it ſelf is fo far from divorcing Lovers, 
that it only more cloſely cemenrs their Aﬀe- 


fions. Every occatonal Fewrney renders the | 


happy Pair more impatient-of meeting; and 
when they meet again, more pleas a with 
each other ; encreaſes their vertwons Love 
and heightens their mutual Satrsfattion ; and 
the' /uger they live together, the cloſer ſtill 


| is the Kor tyd, the more indifloluble it. 
grows, and yet the more eaſie. Time and | 


lee 
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Age file off by degrees any little roughneſF in - 
cheir Temper, and polsſhes the hr of * 
their Hamoxr, while they grow more ac- - 
- quainted with each others Excellencies and * 

Vertaes , and therefore more in /ove with : 
, them, and can more eaſily bear with thoſe - 
unavoidable ImperteCtions, thoſe /irtle Blebs, 
which will be found in whatever is moulded : 
of Clay, and therefore with the leſs difficul- 
ty may be mutually over-look'd and forgiven. - 
Tho' were there nothing but /engrh and con- 
'tinuance of Acquaintance, and a long Iati- 
macy, under the ſame Roof, on the ſame Road, 


even from hence we often ſee ſuch Friend- 
ſhips contracted, that nothing but Death can 
divide 'em. And theſe of necefliry mult be - 
much /troxger, where the Obligations are * 
' aearer, and the Iitimacy cloſer, and the Se- - 
crecy more entire : Where Tepaerneſs, and 
tereſt, and Taclination, join their Forces ; - 
and 'tis ſo much the Concern of -both Par- - 
ties co make each other Happy. Le Cath 
[ never ſaid or theaght that Love was more: : 
furious the longer it laſted ; for I believe the-- 
quite contrary. 'Tis more calm and rational ; 
| but 'rwou'd be ſtrange, if it ſhou'd there- © 
fore be the leſs perfett. It burns like ſabrer- - 
ranean Lamps, undiſturb'd and even, and ': 
therefore muſt be immortal; at. leaſt, the - 
Light :can only be extingni/h'd when the - 
Lamp it felf monlders : Its Death is owing =. 
not'to any imward Decay, but mecrly tro the.-- 
* Weakneſs of the Materials. .--->—. | 
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Yet if Souls know Soxls hereafter, what, 
Herefie 1s it, to helieve ; that a vertuorm 
Friendſhip, here commenc'd, ſhall /aſt, nay. 
ſhall be pcrfeFed, like all other good Qali- 


be, Im too grave on ſuch Subjects 3 But I. 
muſt ask your Pardon, if I only let you. 
and others know what I think my ſelf, I. 
love to follow a Th»ght as far as I can ſee. 
it. And TI have read, that ſome of the brave . 
old Heathens were wont mizhtily to pleaſe. 
themſelves with the Friend/ips of Elyſium, 
and the Satisfation they expected in a more. 
intimate Correſpondence with w:/e and good - 
Alen in anther World. f 

But well. rememberd : We are yet in. 
this; and I hope I ſhould do my Fellow Ci- 
212en5 no diſſervice, if I could put all mar-. 
ry d Perſons, or at leaſt the very greateſt part 
of 'em, in a way to be certainly Happy with 
each other; and the longer -they /ive, to. 
love ſtill the 4erter, and be more belov'd, 

— Let the Husbard, if he defires this, net- 
ther Doat not Z57amnize; The Wife neither. 
aſſume beyond what Nature, and the ( in- 
dalgent) Laws have given her, nor yer fo 
baſely crouch, as to render her ſelf cheap 
and deſpicable. If they.ever have any little- 
Differences, let 'em no more take air than. 
Fire in a Cellar, Keep em even, from Ser- 

' wants, and let the Pillow alone decide 'em, 

[| where. many a Flint is broken, ' If both are 

W*' Paſſionate, take turns to adjowrn your Anger ;,. 

* "KF only ozxe, it's the calier to agree I dy. | 

there's . 


* : i 
= . 4 > 
£ % ” 


zies, in another World! Youlll fay, it may. | 
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there's this Advantage-even in an haſty Tem- 
per, that as it ſoon kindles, "tis never long a 
byrning ; 1t may ſpatter a little, but *ewill 
do no. great hurt; white a ſoxr Log. that's a 


Whole day a /ighting, ſhall, it-may be, be half 


a dozen, before 'tis extingxiſh'd. . 

In the laſt place, learn the At-of e- 
ory, and the greater AE of . Forgetfulneſs , 
and youll not fail-of being Happy. That is, 
remember all the kind things, forget all that's 
harſh or ungrateful that ever. paſt between 
ye ; at leaſt never repeat 'em, which will be-. 
the beſt way to forget 'em : Which Advice if 
you carefully obſerve, I ſee. no Reaſon to 
doubt but youll live as contentedly as 


Tour Humble Servant, 
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That no Woman can be Faithful * 
iz Ablence. 


. By Sir "WIR 


Y Our ingenious Sex finds ont many Ex-- 

.ceptions from that General Rule , Tl 
Death us do part ; and 'tis worthy Chronicle 
indeed to find one of ye conffant half fo- 
long. I think we have Inſtances of ſome 
one or .two-that have made a ſhift to keep 
Honeſt without good /ooking after, and you 
may well boaſt of- your Phaznix, Penelope, 
who held out a Serge as long as that of Trey, 
where her Husband was carrying .on one of 
the Principal Attacks : But you are forc'd to 
20 as high as the Fabx/ous Age for one ſuch 
Story, while we ſee there's few -Husbands 
need go over their Threſholds to find the con- 
trary; for if they are but abſent in another * 
Room, 1t may be as effeitnal, as if at the ut- 
mot diſtance the four Seas wou'd allow him. 
Which, by the way, are the exaCt meaſure 
of a Woman's Conſtience, and our Great 
Grandfathers Wiſdom; for was there ever ſuch. 
a Law made in any .other Nation of the 
World, that a Man muſt thankfully receive 


all xhe two-legg'd B/eſines his Bountiful wi 
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will beftow upon him, tho! he has no more 
to do with 'em than the Great Aogwl? If it 
be pleaded for you, that you are tempted to 
Falſhood by the Remiſsneſs of the Laws on 
theſe occalions; may it not with more Rea- 
{on be retorted, that had you any Ingenmity, 
you wou'd therefore be the more Faithful, 
Sometimes you don't love Reſtraint, and 'tis 
being ty d up ſo c/o/e makes you break your 
Halter, But what can you fay in this caſe, 
unleſs that even this Law has not left you 
Rope enough, and that the for Seas ought, 
in Chancery at leaſt, to be extended to both - 
the dies, which wou'd doubtleſs have ſeve- 
ral good Conſequences, and make your Huf- 
bands Abſence more comfortable to you, and 
profitable to themſelves; and in the mean 
while you wou'd not be ſuch #»fraitful, uns. 
profitable Members of the Common-wealth. 
'Twou'd effetually prevent much Jealorfie 
and i/! Blood in the Nation, A Man wou'd 
not then look for upon his Spoxſe, at his 
return from a long Voyage, only becaule ſhe - 
had been Trading too in his abſence, and im- 
proving thar little Stock he left her ; whoſe 
unkinudneſs to her might have very // Effetts, 
make her, it may be, loſe what ſhe goes 
with, if not break her tender heart. 

But then if one Law be favourable to the 
Sex, there's another Cuftom that I wonder 
you dorrt Petition againſt, and 7ry to get it 
alter d m-Parliamext, and that is, the wncon- 
ſcionable time you are oblig'd to ſtay withour 
hearing from your Huzband, before ou dare 


hope 
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hape him dead, and admit :the conſolation of 
another. 

Seven Tears! why, 'tis a Life-time, and 
ſuch a tedious ſtate of 7/idow 00d, more pro- 
perly a C:il-Death, than Rowing Ten Years . 
in the Galleys.. The only Comfort 1s, you. 
can ſet ove Law againſt t'other,. and then the 
Scales will be pretty even.. _ | 

The greateſt-wonder. to me 1s, that any: 
ſhou'd be ſo unreaſonable as to expect Fige- 
lity and Conſtancy from you. - Why does-he - 
not as well expect /oftneſs from a F/zxt, or 
Oyl from a P-mice-ſtone? The Winds and. 
Seas are old Similies, for: their Conftancy as + 
well as-their $ileace : And it 'tis-not.in their 
Nature to be conſtant, hardly in Evil, much 
leſs fare in YVerrtze, and leaſt of all; i 1o.. 
Rrong a Vertue.as Fidelity, which they may,, 
pretend 1s too'rowgh and: maſculine for their 
ſofter Natures, And if this ben't to be ex- 
pected, even afrer farriage, where there 
are all the moſt Sacred T'yes imaginable ,.. 
all the Obligations of Gratitxae, ,and 
Conſcience, and latereſt, and Honour to keep 
'em ffeady, .how thick- muſt, his Swerd be, 
who hopes for. it before 1arriage, .in the ab- 
ſence of him to whom they vow'd Eternal 
Friendſhip? Is't not fair for a Woman to. 
ſand ro her Word, while ' you are by, ro re- - 
member. her-of -t2 We:know. they. are f- 
getful Creatures, they ars weak,. and-if they--: 
venture. 4/%e,. we- mult. expect they II fad,;.. 
and, 1o- 6ritile; that if they do,-; we may be 
ſure. they'll be /roken. Bur they Il. Gy, I'm-+ 

NOW. 
/ 


SY ow O23 _ Y mos ery 


bl — 
» 
D dl 


_ Fle Female Uar, 41 


now Arguing on. their ſide. Let-'er-make- 
what uſe-they pleaſe on't, but this is matter 
of Fatt, _—_ Comp that they ars not, or can-- 
not be conſtant if you truſt-'em out of fight; 
For the Lover takes his Miſtrefles Yows and 
Promiſes along with him : He has 'em in his 
own keeping, as afterwards, if he gets her 

the Writings of her Efate, and let him look 
to 'em, and not:blame her if they are /ot, 
nor be ſo unreaſonable to expect. her Con- 
fancy ſhou'd: follow him all- the World 
over, 

A Woman's Oaths and Promiſes are C&ts- 
tainly what they report of oxrs: Shell claim 
the Clergy of a Lover, and pretend they ma 
be broken upon good occaſions, and thoſe ſhe'll 
never want, till. ſhe wants Invention or Con=. 
fidence : And concludes without any. 

Her Friends are againſt the Match, and. 
ſhe dares not go againſt her Conſcience and 
Intereſt in a matter of ſuch 'great concern, 
Or he is »nfairhful firff, and'gives her both. 
Example and Authority to treat him in that 
manner, Or he is not in a capacity to make - 
good the Propoſals he made her; and if they: 
marry'd, they ſhou'd only live miſerably, and 
ſtock the Worll with a Race of. Beggars: Or. 
he.has neglefFed and affronted her, either by. 
Silence; or-want of that ReſpeF which be- 
comes a Faithful Lover. Or ſhe has heard . 
of ſome of his former Pranks, and, forfooth, 
can t think ſhe's bound by any Promiſe to a 
Perſon of ſo little Vertae. All theſe ſhe thinks 
good Reaſons, tho' the true one lies till at the 

ottorn, Has: . 
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4: The Female War. 
His Fortune is not plentiful enough to 
maintain her Extravagance and Pride, or ſhe 


has ſome richer Foo) that makes his Addreſſes, 
and outbids the Foyntrre offer'd by the for- 


mer ; Or it may be he's a an of Seyſe, and 
then he's half condemud before any other 
tenders his Service : However, if ſome bruþ 
Fop attacks her, he infallibly carries all be- 
fore him, having the Fate of her Sex to fa- 
vour his. Pretenſrons; and oftentimes ſhe only 


changes for the fake of change, for dear charm- * 


ing irreſiſtible Variety. The Impreſſion of her 
former Yows wears. off from her Memory as, 
faſt as the Face of him to whom ſhe 
made 'em ; There are none of” thoſe pretty: 
little 40ro0u5 Buarrels, which us'd to blow 
up and feed their Paſſion when preſent. Nor 
are Letters ſtrong enough to ſupply the want: 
of actual Management; and appearance in, 
proper Perfon : They are too cold. to keep, 
Love long alive,. or to continue it 1n an un- 
conſtant Heart, where at leaſt 'tis cafily 4ri- 
ven out by a newer, and therefore more f4- 


ſhionable Amonr. There's as much difference 


between actual Perſonal Addreſſes, and Epi- 
ſtolary Confabulations, as there is between a. 
diſputable Bl! and good hard Ready Aoney, 


Woman is indeed fo far like a New- diſcover: 


Country, that the fir/# comer pleads a Right 


to her; but if he withdfaws for a while,, 


and a_ ſtronger Rival ſteps in, he ſeizes the' 
Ground as his own, cuts up the Tarff, and: 
F:rs the whole Plantation, 


Some: 
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Sometimes, 'tis true, you have ſomething 


. more of Excuſe for your fidelity : The 


Unhappy Lover is betrayed by a falſe Friend, 
or miſ-repreſented and abus'd by the alice 
of his Enemies, But were that Generofaty 
in your Sex which you pretend to, half thar 


real firmneſs which you have in an ill Cauſe, 


you wou'd weigh the Circumſtances, and 


| hear his Defence, and not run away with the 


firſt heat of Paſſion, throw your ſelves away 


«| (if that can be) on one that. cannot Aerir 


you, or 1s, it may be, as falſe as your ſelves, 
and give poor forſaken azly 2n2 Reaſon 
more to Curſe the World by your «nkindr 
and baſeneſs, Sala 

But you are Faithful! to your Love * At 
may be you'll boaſt, even after. Deati+ .nd 
much more when they are only abſen | but 
ſti} /ving, Yes doubtleſs, if we granted 
the one, we ſhou'd ſcarce ſtand to quarrel 
with you- upon the other : But how man 
Artemiſia's and Portia's have you to boaſt- 
of > The latter of whom ſeems rather to have: 
ſulpeRed her Conſtancy, than to have given 
ſuch an 1nſtrious Tryal thereof, as 1s gene- 
rally apprehended : The moſt Charitable In- 
terpretation we can: make of what ſhe did , 
Is, that ſhe was afraid ſhe ſhou'd not keep 
up the Grandewr of her Name,and the Glory 
of Cato's Wife, and therefore took a Cordial 
of Live- coals to ſettle her while ſhe wase in. a 
good Mind, and prevent any ſecona Mar- 
Yr IAge, 

Thomas —— 

Anſwer 
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Anſwer to LET TER XXVII. 
Fer Abſence, 


By Madam Godfrey. 


WW Hether or no Ab/ence be the more ad- 

vantagions to Lover, or his being pre- 
ſent to. ſolicir his 'Suit with the Fair One;. 
which fide foever of the. Queſtion I ſhould 
engage 1n, it could be' no Refiexion oh our 
Sex, at leaſt not diſtinaly from yours ; for 
there have. bin more falſe Thefens's then* Ch- 
zemmeſtra's, and till you could ſhow us oue- 
of your Sex that wou'd be provk againit 7 
reſt and Opportanity, that when lis 74:/treſ 
was abſent would refuſe a Richer, and 4 
Handſomer it the Offer was made, . you 
mult not lay all the weight on others. [Foal 
aers, but ſupport at leatt an equal ſhare 1n- 
your proper Perſoxs. 

But letting that reſt, I ſhall now examine 
what you Advance on- this Sabject, and doubt: 
not toprove that'.in many Caſes, and on fe- 
veral Accounts, Abſence. is more favourable 
to a Lover than the contrary; he has many. 
Advantages by it, which he cou'd not have if 
preſent with er he /oves. For he can writ 
to her, and expreſs many things that wy 
which he coze/d..not any other, Ir reno 
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his Baſhfulneſs , ( if any of your Sex are yet 
Oppre/t with that unfaſhionable Malady : ) 
However, he avoids being confounded and 
dazed with the Splendor of her Beaxty, 
which has often ſtruck d&mb as ſtout Men as 
Sir T. without any Reflexion upon his Fa- 
lowr., The fear leaſt any Expreffion lefs 
proper or reſpettive ſhou'd drop out unawares, 
as 1t often happens in Comver/ation, is here 
avaiced: A Lady will bear many things in 
black and white, which it may be ſhe wou'd 
Not care to haye told her by the Writer if he 
were preſent. Many don't /ove to hear =_ 

| are lov/d, or at leaſt, think it not gecent to fit 
ſill and hear their own Paregyric, which 
yet they can read well enough, if there be 
not too much daxbing in't, A Lover may talk 
on as long as he pleaſe with his Pen, andre- 
veal all his Pa//oz without fear of being in- 
terrupted, either by the. ir, or Il-nature, 
or Modeſty of his Miſtreſs. Many can write 
better than they can ſpeak, eſpecially Men 

of Sexce, and this Obſervation: ſcarce ever 
fails if they have not had much acquaintance 
or converſation im the World; and to ſuch 
as theſe, Abſence gives a mighty advantage: 
A Lover has time to'think, twice, to'choofe 
his rhoughts, and only repreſent ſuch as will 
be mol favourable to his Paſion, when he 
makes it known by Letter ; but'in Diſcourſe 
he has no time nor room to ty, an /dea, bur 
his Afftre/s mult take it as ſhe finds'it.. Ge- 
neroficy and Fidelity plead hard for him in his 
abſence, if he has made any Progreſs - his 
£ ' Anwour 
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Amoxr before he leaves her, which the Que- 
ion ſuppoſes : Lovers love to pleaſe them- 
felves, and repreſent the dear O5ject. as amia- 
ble as their Aeon and Imagination can de- 
ſcribe it, and as the Afar ſees his Lady in this 
advantagions Dreſs, ſhe contemplates him 
in one that's full as agreeable, and oth are 
ſure to forget what may aiſpleaſe 'em,. of 
make excuſes and alleviations, which they 
can't ſo well do when. they have the 0bjef 


'1t ſelf Before their Eyes. 


' Then, if to all: this there be a faithful 
Friend of either fide, a Confident to the 4 
-047, 1t may go better on, and make a lar 
ger progreſs in Abſencethan otherwiſe. When 
Perſons are long preſent and converſing;with 
one another, they are apt to find out each 


others Faxlts and Imperfettions : It is impol- 


fible but they muſt repeat the ſame thing | 
over and over, unleſs of an extraordinary 
Wit, Invention, Memory, and Judgment : At 
beſt there is but a d«// Satiety, and Wit it | 
ſelf, with nothing elſe for a long while to- 
zether, would be apt to be tireſome and of- 
þ cork : Now Abſence heightens and ſharpent 
the Paſſion, as Hunger does the Appetite, and 
then none but a Lover can gueſs the Tran}: 
ports that parted Lovers experiment when 
they meer again. How eagerly they claſp each 
other to their Breaſts, and /ook, and /xh, and 
claſp again, and are never weary, A ſight 
that would be enough to Convert the molt 
averſe to Love, or at leaſt make 'em Emy 
ſuch a Happineſs as the ſoxrneſs of thew N# 
z#re5 would never let them poſſeſs, ] 
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I had like to have forgot Songs, and Yerſes, 
and a hundred- pretty Fancies, which a Lover 
may ſend to his Miſtreſs when abfent, tho' 
it looks often bur fcurvily to _ 'em him- 
ſelf when preſent, which 1s like carrying a 
Letter from himſelf to the Perſon to whom 


- it's direted. Beſides the jy of,I think, 
t 


all Men living, at leaſt that ever I have ob- 
ſerv'd, for their own Works, would be apt to 
render the poor Athor uneafie, and diveſt 
him of that complaiſance which is ſo neceflary 
to one that pretends to our Hearts, if we 
ſhould think fit to diſlike any thing in them, 
either-for the Tryal of his Good Natxzre or 
Unaer ſtanding. | 

Bur befides, as a Lady can bear much 
more in Writing than Face to Face, and her - 
Lover expreſs himſelf more to his Sarzfattion, 
ſo ſhe can ſay more to him this way if ſhe's 
ſecure of his Fidelity, Diſcretion, and Loy- 
alty, than if he were aftually preſent, 


| can tell him a thouſand things here, which 


would pur a terrible Violence on the Reſer- 
veaneſs of our Sex, ſhould ſhe venture to 
fay half as much before him : Nor wayld 
ſhe be rhis way in danger of his Trenlpertts 
or ſeeing him throw himſelf out o' P3ndow 
for Joy that ſhe has granted him ſuch a Fa- 
vour, On all which Accounts, beſides divers 
and ſundry Reaſons more, too long to repeat, 
I conclude, that Abſence 15 moſt Advantags- 


ous tO a favour d Lover, | 
Rachel Godfrey. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII 


Againſi Nunneries. 
By Mr. Preſton. 


A7Ere it an Þfalble, or fo much as a pro- 
VT - bable Confequence, that Namnerics 
wou'd keep you Hoxe#?, I ſhou'd for ſeveral 
Reaſons, heartily wiſh that we had more in 


—  —— 


every City than we had in former Ages, and 


that all your S$:x might be immur'd in 'em 
EY FO ſelves, which wou'd almoſt reſtore 
Afan to his firſt Paradice, You want all 
imaginable helps to Yertze, but I wonder x 
certain'Po/itick Communion ſhou'd ever fancy 


| this wou'd prove ſo. And I wiſh there were 


not reafon to ſuſpe& they had quite different 
Motives for fuch an Eftabliſhment, fince 
they cou'd not be fo little acquainted with 

r Tclinations, as not to know that this 


was the direct way to make you long for what 
.they pretended to deny you. A lang Lem, 
in truch they impoſe on your tender Sto-, 


wachs, not only tor two or three Weeks, of 
a Year, but all your Lives er unleſs 
fome Charitable Confefſor will give you 2 
Diſpenſation from the Severity of your Kut. 
I once more entreat you not to flatter your 
{lves, that 'tis my fondneſs for your Com- 
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payy that renders me averſe from having you 
clapt into theſe Pinfolds. No, you may aſſure 
your ſelves 'tis the quite contrary; for I 
think there's juſt ground to fear that reſtrain- 


| ing the Fire to ſo narrow a compaſs,will make 


it 5/aze more furiouſly, unleſs it cou'd be 
quite ſtifled. When 'tis thus reverberated , 
what can withſtand it? The damming up this 
vaſt weight of Waters 1s very dangerous, for 
if they once find a way through the Banks, 
as tis hard if they long contain fo {pper 
an Element, then there's no Remedy, but 
they bear all down before 'em. EY 
To be plain, I'm afraid thus wou'd you 
deal with us, were your Sex generally cox- 
find to Nanneries, You'd make a deſperate 
Sally at one time or other, fl] upon our Sex 
when unprepar'd to reſiſt ye, over-run all 
Mankind, and beat us, as the Amazons did 
their Neighbours, till they made 'em Rawvi/h 
'em in their own Defence, and meerly to /ave 
their Lives. | 
All the Paſſion and Fire we ſee and wonder 
at in the Letters from a N#n to a Cavahler, 
are no more than painted Flames, in compa- 
riſon of thoſe which muſt needs torment 
ſuch as are thus fatally immur'd. This they 
far, but can never allay by their Conver- 
ſation' at the Grates, which ſure muſt be 
a lively Emblem of a darker Priſon, ſince 
this muſt needs keep their Deſires enrag'd , 


"| without giving 'em any ſatsfattion, unkſs 


you'll ſuppoſe 'em all ſuch very Yeffals, as 


Jto feel no more ring/ing when their 
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-xas to gain the favour of her Superiors, was 


_ . been occaſton. | : 
And *twou'd be yet worſe, I fancy, if 


World, and hatred of the Yices of -our bal 
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are preſs'd and kiſs'd thro' the Grare, than 
thoſe very conſcious Bars that part the eager 
Lovers. 

And when 'tis once come fo far, and a 
fettled Amoxr 1s formed between 'em, tis 
well if ſcaling Walls,and breaking Necks don't 


ſhortly follow, or it may be, more miſchie- 


vous Conſequences than either. 
That poor Saint had a great deal of In- 


jury done her, who put her ſelf in avs 


Cloaths on purpoſe to get into a Aoraſtery, 
and having there behav'd her ſelf fo well, 


it feems ſo envy'd by the reſt of the Frater- 
ity, that they moſt Feloniouſly hired a 
Strumpet to lay a Baſtard to her Charge, 
likely enough of their own begetting. For 
which the poor Innocent, not daring to diſ- 
cover her ſelf, was confin'd to her Ce/, and 
condemn'd to very rigorous Penance all her 
Life. In which modeſt filexce ſhe at laſt 
dy d, and then all came our ; for ſhe was not 
only found a Woman, but Intatta too, if 
well believe the Sk/fa! Monk thart relates it. 

Now 'twas very well for this poor G71 that 
ſhe had no Companion affign'd her, no Bed- 
febow to comfort her all that while, nor none 
in her Sickneſs to undreſs her, or to admin 
o& any thing whereof there might haw 


— 


—— 


Q kk, —— > hk Mac. 


ſome devout Brother ſhou'd for ſome ſuch 
Reaton, and out of meer” contempt of | the 


Sen 


] 
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Sex, reſolve to diſeniſe himſelf in the Habit 
of a Woman, and fo by that means get in- 
troduc'd among the Sſters, which they ſay» 
has not been without Preſident, How ſweetly, 
how innocently wou'd he live amoneſt 'em ? 
And if he ſhou'd happen to die there, like 
the She-Monk already mention'd, how many 
Ehs! and ſqueeks wou'd the poor Nuns 
make when they went to lay him out, 
and made the Diſcovery? 

'Twou'd be well if Mother Ab-eſs her ſelf 


' did not come running in, as once before, 


with the Fryar's Breeches about her Showul- 
ders, to ſee what was the matter. 

Whar caution ſoever is us'd in theſe cox- 
cerns, ſomething or other will now 'and then 
break our, ro the Scandal of Mother Church, 
and Diverſion of us Hereticks, whence we 
can't help concluding that how Angelcal ſo- 


dever their Profeſſion may be, their Practice 


Cauſe they han't-occafion for't, But then 


is juſt like that of other pieces of Fleſh and 
Blood, that other French Nans may be like 
thoſe who have bin diſcoverd to be no 
better then they ſhou'd be, and tliat the 
Nuns of France may beof a piece with thoſe 
throughout all the World. | 

If this be thought too Uncharitable a Cen- 
ſure, we'll find out another way for Nature 
to work for it ſelf, for -it can't be perfetZly 
wnattive, as long as there's. Heat and Motion. 

Well believe {then thar !all their Ff- 
ponds are not ſtock'd at the ſame rate, and 
that they don't all kilf their Children be- 
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they often kill themſelves, and one can ſcarce 
tell which is oz ſe. They ſee Vifrons and Rene 
lations, are fill'd with new Light and Prophecy, 
commence all Pazzss and Fulians, and Brid- 
gets and Kates, are Canonizd and Prayd to, 
and their Zzves enter'd in their Ft Le- 
gends, to the encouragement of Catholicks 
and confuſion of Ifidels,---and- all this be- 
ca iſe the Blaſt works #pward. Progenies cali 
eft, & conſcia Flammina futuri----] ask your 
Pardon, Ladies, for that ſcrap of that Beafth 
Language, which (lipt from me before I was 
aware, but as big as it ſounds, your learned 
Advocate ( Anonyma) who yoaked me ſo hard 
in defence of your Tophnots,can eafily tell you 
the meaning on't, which on the word of an 
honourable Enemy, is no manner of hxrt, and 
nothing elſe but an end of Hadibras before 
recited, though dreſs'd fo fine that he him- 
ſelf would hardly know it. | 
Once more pardon for his aigreſſiqn, 
which if you do not give me prelently, 1 
_ forced to make another as /ong to ex 
cuſe it. 


But I think we were talking of Enthuſiaſm, | 


which if any of your Sex inclines to Dew 
tion, will be ſure to have a large ſhare in it. I 
Commands in you all, bur it Reigns, it Tri 


amphs ina Clos —_— fi Guilt or Weds 
eſs makes People Superſtitions, gives El 
falſe Notions of Religion , and wild and ex 


travagant Fancies ; making 'em all Spiritual. 
Then perpetual poring on their Lives 


, 


Saints and old muſty Legends, gives em 
ftrong 


bY 
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ftrong Byaſs that way, makes 'em all Spiritual 
Don 2ixots, and fets 'em agog for ſome 
redoubtedAdventure in their Religious ſort of 
=_ Erranry, which they themſelves 
confeſs have been the Original of ſeveral of: 
their Orders, particularly of good St. 'Logo- 
la's, whoſe Peaceable and difinterefted Societ 
have been ever ſmce they were firſt cubb'd fo 
great a H/eſſing to the World. 

But what's all this, you'll perhaps anſwer, 
to the Engliſh Ladies ? You know we are 
good Proteſtants, and renounce Nwunyeries 
and all their works {_ their Point and 
pretty Piftzres) and ſhou'd not care to be 


. of any Order amongſt 'em, except we 


might either be Gallopping Nuns, or, 
—— But twould be enough 
to reply, that impartial Juſtice falls without 
reſpe&t on all your Sex, of whatever Age, 
or Countrey,or Re/:gi0n, and theſe Nanneries 
being what you ſo much boaſt of, to ſhew 
you can live without us, they deſerved that 
particular zotice which I have taken of 'em. 
Nor is that all, for yo your ſelves, you 
Proteſtant Ladies, who have renounced 
venial Sins and Coxfeſſions, and no more be- 
lieve Virginity the moſt excellent fate of 
Life, than you believe Tranſub/tantiation , 
even you have lately had a ſerious propofal 
to make a Schiſm among your Sex, fer up 
Proteſtant Nunneries, and exclude your ſelves 
from the ord; The ſureft way I muſt 
confeſs, to procure you Hwusbands, But if 
you dig any thing elſe, tis eafie to ſhew 
Cc 3 how 
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how widely you'd be -::/taker : To fay no- 
thing of the pleaſantneſs of the Propoſal how 
{erioully ſoever it might be intended, and not 
to enquire whether or no 'twould be pra#;. 
cable to ſet up a new Society of St. Cyr, here 
in Eglans, or what D:ſciplize could poſſh- 
bly be obſerved amongſt 'em, or if they did 
voluntarily enter into a 924twal compatt, how 
many 0s *ewould be, before their 14nd; 
would change, and they'd be all a/parch'd 
again, and ranging the Commons of Nature 
as wildly as ever ; not to trouble you, I ſay, 
with any thing of this »atzre, there's one 
or two Reaſons which I ſhall ingenuouſly 
acknowledge prevails molt with me, and 
determines me to perſwade you againſt ſuch 
a courſe of life; one is for your own ſake and |, 
the other for o#r75: As for your ſelves, you 

know the Cx/toms of your Connmirey won't 
allow you ſuch comfortable Confeſſors in 
thoſe melancholy places, as you might 
have in foreign Conntries As for our Sex, 
I am only concerned, as in the caſe before- 
mentioned, leſt your a##/ed Patience ſhould | 
be turned into adreſs, and we ſhould be 
all in danger, if like ſome new Goths.and 
Vandals, you made an J1rr«ption into our 
Territories; but leaſt our own Sex too, when 
you kept your ſelves thus charily, ſhould be. 
tempted to think there was ſomething preci- 
045 in you, and meerly from the natural de- 
fire after what's forbidden, ſhould relapſe from 


' our Or:gival Reaſon, and again learn to eſteem 


and va/xe that Trifle Woman. 
JOHN PRESTON. 


"OI 
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Anſiver toLETT ER XXVIIL 


In Defence of Nmmneries, 
By Madam Lake. 


] Wonder what Fit of 1ngennity has lately 
poſſeſs d our angry Antagoniſt, that he 
ſo fairly confeſſes in this Letter, that the 
very Reaſon of his being againſt our #c/o- 
ſing our ſelves in Nanneries, is, leaft for 
that very Cauſe he ſhould be more pafſio- 
nately enamonr d of us. 

It is not only Pomer then, I perceive, who 
are eagerly aeſirows of whatis forbidden them, . 
and that for no other Reaſon. | 

But yet we would be ſo ci21/ to this Gen- 
tleman, altho' our declar'd Enemy, that we 
are willing to own his Ingennity has had a 
reſembling Effet upon us 3 we are not whol- 
ly proof againſt ſo much Good-natwre; and 7. 
we muſt acknowledge, if any thing could - 
make us out of Love with Nanneries, it 
would be the very ſame Reaſon that he 
brings againſt 'em : For fear they ſhould . 
make him too violently in Love with us. 

For what Pity would it be, that a hope- 
ful Gentleman, in the Flower of his Idan- 
hood, the Ripeneſs of his Experience, and 
the ſedateſt- Years of his Life , ſhould be 
ſeizd with: all thoſe inexcuſable 7ricks of 

| C.C4: Youth 
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Youth that he talks of, and fall a /caline the 
Heſperian Gardens, to rob them of their 
golden Fruit, while the old Dragonift lay 
inoring under the Tree, and areamt nothing 
of it ! But1f Afother Abbeſs ſhould chance 
to *'wake, Mr. Preſto, what a miſerable phght 
woud you be in ! I know you do not 
mightily affe&t o/d omen ; but ſure an old 
Abbeſs would fright ye into a Swoon, be- 
yond the help of tweaking to revive ye. 
Better therefore let us alone, as we pro- 
miſe we will 50x, and never ravi/þ you into 


our Nannertes, if you do not raviſh us out | 
of 'em. And whatever the Abx/es of thoſe 


Places might have formerly been, I muſt 
needs ſay, I think the V/e would be excel- 
tent, and we are extreamly obligd to the 
Propofer of any ſuch Expeaient, For what 
could be more defirable rhan ſuch a Yolar 
tary, and, if we pleasd, only remporar 
withdrawing from the Publick 2 Which. 1s 
what all great and good en have deſird, 
to end their Days in Peace and S$:lexce, or at 
leaſt to #reathe a little, and get free from 
the huge Crowd of Fools and Knaves that 
peſter the World. 


Here we ſhould have the Happineſs of | 


ingenious and religions Converſation ; We 
would keep the Dvors fo faſt, that none of 
your ſcandalous Sex, nor Scandal it (elf, 
would enter : We would employ our ſelves 
in nothing but innocent and diverting Stu- 


aies, and the Exerciſe of Devotion : Improve | 
our Minds, Exerciſe, and thereby ſtrengthen | 
| ou 


ſ 
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our Faculties, and try if we could not Think 
and Reaſon as wellas you, altho' you pretend 
to 90n0polize thoſe common Gifts of Nature. 

You will ſcarce deny but there have been 
excellent devout Aden who have formerl 

livd retir d Lives, and forſaken the World. 
I have my ſelf the Piftzre of St. Jerome by 
me, (as they ſay, from whom I bought it,) 
painted upon Glaſs, with a Death's Head on 
one fide, an Hour-glaſs o' tother, a large 
Book, I ſuppoſe it may be a Bible, open be- 
fore him, in the midſt of a dark Cave, 
which, I. confeſs, I can never look upon, 
but it {ſtrikes me with a fort of a Religiores 
Horror. Such as him you cannot congemn, 
who in Times of Perſecution fled. for that 
Safety to the wild Beaſts and Deſarts, which 
they could not find among{t Men, and the 
more #nhofpitable Cities and Villages, This 
was not in it ſelf evz/; nor can ir be there- 
fore Criminal for any of our Sex, altho' tte 
Circumſtances ſhould not be exattly the 
ſame, to live much in the ſame manner : 
But I propoſe 'not an-Heremer:cal, bat only 
a recluſe way of living; ſuch as that of Scho- 

"nm ſhould be in the Univerſities, with Fel. 
owſhips, and ſuitable Encoxragements for Iu- 

geuuity and Learnine, Or, 1t you dare not 
cruſt us with ſuch Advantages , leaft we 
ſhould ſoon exceed our Aaſters, let us at 
leaſt, if our Nation has not the /zgenmuity 
of the French, who admit the Ladies to 
contend for the Prize of Wit and Eloquence, 
who often carry 'em away from phe whole: 

Ccs Academy 
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Academy, let us, I fay, enjoy however on 
dear Privacy, our Qwiet, our charming Su. 
Fxae, our Peace and Content, and Indiftm. 
baxce, either from you, or any thing equal 
2mpertinent, All the Follies of Dreſs and 
Complements, and Viſits, and the uſelel 
Chat, with which you ſo frequently accuf 
us, would there be frzmck off: We ſhoul 
find other and better Employment than her: 
ing or /preading thoſe venomous Scavaal 


with which your Sex firſt generally beFur| 


zers ours, and after you have done it, mak: 
It = Buſineſs, I confeſs, thro' our own 
Follies, to lay upon us the 0470z259 Druager 
of difperfing 'em. 

There might we enjoy Friendſhip fit for 
Deſire, above Scandal, and beyond the reach 
of Envy. We might every Day converſ: 
with all the mighty Dead, read and digeſt the 
excellent Hiſtorians, and admirable Mars 
kts of former Ages, take all the ſxb/tance 


and /eyce, and not envy you the husk of Lar| 


gxages: And at other times, the great Men 
of our own Nation ; the Philoſophers, the Di- 
vines, and ſome few Poets, And thus, & 
ther return again to the World, afrer we 
had been thus for a /ert/ed time retir'd trom 


it, to try if we could make it erter, oras |. 


our Circumſtances requir'd : Or elſe wear out 
2a long and peaceful Age in ſome bleſſed Re- 


tirement with more Wiſdom and leſs Contemp! 


than generally falls tro our ſhare in thoſe 
Circumſtances when we live abroad' in the 
World, till at length the Lamp of Life goes 
out without any offence or ſtrgg/e, and Le 


1 


ACCuſet 
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fink into the Shades of - Immortality without 
2 Groan or a Murmur, and leave the World 


with a Smile, to think how happily we have . 
'{cap'd it. | 
Foice Lake. 


i ——— 
——_ _ 
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LETTER XXEA 


Againſt the Unquietneſs, Impertinence, . 
and Garrulity of Women. 


By Sir Charles 


TP Hat any who zalks ſo little to the purpoſe : 
ſhould yer talk fo faſt and ſo /ond, . 
would ſeem very #»reaſ-mable, had you not + 
this to plead for your ſelves, that 'tis very 
natural that want of Sence ſhould be [ups 
plied with fone other qual:fication: and you . 
have both ſoz: and volubility to compenſate 
for it, either of which oftentimes go far- - 
ther than the ſtrongeſt Reaſon. - : 
But would you then only -tarz/e tor the + 
ſake of ratiing, for your own recreation, or 
the exerciſe of your Talent, or to clear the - 
Air in Plagae-time, or when the Nation was -- 
troubled with thick, Vapoxrs, or other unſea- 


ſonable weather, you might be at leaſt par- 
donable, , 
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donable, nay, i fomes caſe uſeful, and it 
may be, 'twould be worth the while to get 
your Clacks cy can" like the Popiſh Bell, 
to preſerve us from Thander and Lightning, 

Burt when the fair Xantippe moſt undutj- 
fully turns her whole Forces againſt her Lord 
and Hasband, when ſhe uſes that dreadful 
Weapon which was given her to fright aw 
Enemies from his Hoxſe, moſt ungratefull 
and prepoſteroully to fright away the rig 
owner, we mult needs ſay this 1s a little of 
the 7z9/t, and ſhe ought either to be totally 
Diſarmed, or, if a Woman without a Tongye 
would be thought Afonſtrous and Ominoxs, 
that at leaſt her mouth ſhould be ſomething 
contratted, and if not ſown up like a Ferret's, 
yet hafpt a little at both ends , that it might 
be kept in ſome compaſs and tolerable order, 

Were your Maſech ſo very ſweet, there 
might be more prerence for -your love to 
hear your ſelves $:ng, Enchanting I confeſs it 
1s, and its Harmony was never better deſcri- 
bed than by your faſt Friend before-menti- 
.oned, who thus very remarkably of your 
molt Raviſhing /farriage Muſick, 


Sweet, as a Screech-Owl's Serenage, 
Or thoſe [chanting MMarmars made 
By th' Husband- Manarake and his Wife, 
Both bury d (like themſelves) alive. 


Here he gives an Account of the /weet-| 
neſs of your Cadence, and the harmony of 
your Numbers, as a little before he - us 

now 
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know how ſoft it is, and how like the Muſic 
of the Spheres, too delicate for the ears of 
Adortals. 


That Conjugal Petary, that tears 
Down all Portcullices of Ears , 

And makes the Yoley of one Tongue 
For all their Leathers Shields too ſtrong. 


I muſt confeſs I cannot tell whether the 
greateſt Amazon can with exact propriety of 
Speech be ſaid to fire a whole Yolley out of 
one Piece though never ſo often repeared, un- 
leſs they commend the double barrelled In- 
vention, and let off a whole File by one 
Toxch-hole. This however muſt be grant- 
ed, that Eccho will repeat the found al- 
moſt incredibly, and the- Female Head be- 
ing generally not too full, there's the ad- 
vantage of the hollow place, for the Rever- 
beration, which may return the Scund oftner 
than that of Tibbalds or Fooaſtock, and like 
the famous #hiſpering Wall, render that or a 
Speaking Trumpet, as loud as Thunder, 
which was in it ſelf but a gentle whiſper, 
—_ audible from ove Ear to the 0- 
ther. 

Yet if your Di/conrſe were but worth the 
hearing, we might bear a little better with 
the vehemence of the Expreſſion, but ſuch 
perfect Froth, ſuch unſufferable 1mpertinence 
who can endure, unlefs another VYoman, For. 
among your ſelves there is ſeldom any Von- 
ſenſe loft, you talk ro eacn others Capacrrrey, 
and all 1s well enowg/----Exther what an ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary pretty Gown you have, Madam ' 
pray, who made 1t? Or how do's little Ma- 
{ter and Miſs. do this Evening ? well, they 
are- the prettieſt Creatures,---and then a 
long Narration of their Childi/h Follies, 
which their Age renders excxſable, if not 
diverting at firſt hand, though nothing more 
nauſeous than when repeated by a Mother's 
fondneſs a hundred times over. © 
And well- if they /cape with bare Folh, 
which can only be for want of ſ#6/tantial 
Scandal to work upon. This Railing at their 
Neighbours is a more neceſſary and gentile 
part of the Entertainment, than Tea, or Cho- 
colate, "Tis true, Dalneſs may in a great 
meaſure force 'em on ſuch a Prat#rce; they. 
Rail at others, as many Swear, mecrly for 
want of Diſcourſe, and to ſtop Gaps in Con 
perſation: and this wou'd, but even this- 
can't excuſe 'em, ſince this Dalneſs 1s fo 
vilibly affetted : They ne&er defire to be 
better imploy'd ; they are wonderfully ta- 
ken with this miſchievous api/# ſort of plea-- 
fare, they ll not be abridza of it tor the 
fake of their deareſt Friends, or their own 
Atothers, Yet ſtill, youd be more to- 
lerable, wou'd you keep your Converſ:4t10n 
to your ſelves, and not break out upon us, 
and even zxfett us with your Follies. 
| Whom are we to thank that all ingenious 
and profitable diſcourſe is almoft utterly ba- 
niſh'd out. of the World, but only the 
en, who taking the advantage of the fora- 


eſs of the Engliſh Cuſtoms, will be every 
| where 


Lye Female War. 63 
where intruding amongſt us; and havin 


the «dds both in ſwiftneſs and londneſs, will 
either :a/k all themſelves, or ſoon drown as 


ny other who offers to talk Senſe, becauſe 


'tis to them an wnrown Language, And 
when once they begin, who ſhould ſtop 
'em, any more than a Bow! rolling down a 
Hill, which is only ſet forwards by the Rubs 
it meets with, which it eafily leaps over, and 
deſcends with greater Fary. 

[ value my Senſe of Hearing too much to 
venture in amongſt a Hive of 'em, when 


they are juſt Swarming at a Gofliping, [ have. 


ofren wondred how 'tis poſſible for their 
Mind to keep pace with their Tongue, belie- 
ving they ſpoke Rationally like otherPeople, 
till at laſt the thing was eafie, fince *tis plain 
their Speech is only a fort of a Mechanical 
Aition, and they can't afford to rink with 
it. Travellers deſcribe the Chattering of a 
whole Neighbourhood of Aonkeys in the 
Woods in the Ea/t- 1adtes, as one of the m 
Importunate and Ungrateful ſound imagina- 
ble, and therefore the moſt like thar of the 
Tatling Sex, who wou'd fain be accounted 
Hamane. | | 

The Fable of Atidas had a good Moral 
int. The Yiman coud no more forbear 
Tatling of her Husband's long Ears, than all 
the reſt of her Sex in the ſame condition ; 
nay I believe there's no doubt, if he had 
Herns as long as his Ears,but ſhe'd have pub- 
liſh'd one as freely as the other. 


Charles-- 
Anſwer 
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Anſwer to LETTER XXIX. 


Concerning the Garrulity, Impertinence, | 
and. Unquietneſs of Women. 


By Madam Haithorn. 


I'D Women ever plead Cauſes, or pul 
Woorfs in : _— Hall? Or, have 
there not been Times, far enough within our 
Memory , when Billing ſgate 1t ſelf might. 
have karnt from the Sench, and a Judge 
would have made nothing at fair S$co/ding to. | 
have run down an Oy/fter-wWife. ws 

Do we ever write Books againſt one ano- 
ther, and ſcold in ode, and Figxre, and 
Greek , and Latin > Did you ever hear: 
of a Conncil of Women, that hang ad, and 

« and burnt one another, for what 
WS one of us #»der/tood, after fo many hun- 
dred Years janeling * Is it we that make 
Wars, and uturp upon the Territories of our 
Neighbours , and cauſe Confederacies and 
Taxes, and fo many Hundred Thouſand 
Lives to et all 7iy4t again ? : 

If you dare not ſay we are gxi/ty of one 
of all theſe Accuſations, it will be calle to an- 
ſwer who is; and from thence it will as eali- 
ly appear, who are the great Di/?arbers of | 
the World. | 

If you did not tell your Tale to your 
ſclves, how could you expect to gain _ 

| when 


| 
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when your alice 1s ſo il contriv'd, and fo 
unlikely? That ever a Creature made for 
Love, her 44nd, and her Body, and even her 
Vaice, ſo much more ſoftly z#rn'd than that 
of rough and bruitiſh Man, ſhowld yer be 
accusd of thoſe very Crimes, whereof our 
Accaſers are ſo notorioully gxilty ! . You ac- 
cuſe us, that a great part of our Converſa- 
tion is made upof Scandal againſt our Neigh- 
boxrs : Sometimes indeed we are no better 
employ a than in talking of you; And then 
how ſhould we mention you, without hear- 
ing ſomething 4 or ſcandalous concernin 
you, fince ſuch ſort of Actions you boaſt of, 
and make 'em the great —— of your 
Zives? And if the Subject be one of our 
own Sex, Of what can we difcourſe more 
beneficially than our ewn Faxlts, that we 
may learn to amend em? . 
But you'll ſay, we don't ſo much trou- 
ble our ſelves about thoſe, as the 1ſcar- _ 
riages of others, But in them we ſee ou 
ſelves. Every Woman is her Neighbour's 
Glaſs; and it any of us are Criminal, Frae- 
aom of Speech, in COm__ our Crimes a- 
mong our ſelves, one would think ſhould 
be the likelieſt way to amend them. Be- 
ſides, you forget that this Method of Cox- 
verſation, were it ſo general as you would 
have it believ'd, has this one good Effet?, 
That it often puts the ;»ocent in a way to 
clear themſelves ; which they could never do, 
ſhould we mutter about Scandal as you 
do, in Corners, and by Innends's, "_ w 
aire 
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faireſt Reputation with a ſmile and a ſide-blow, 
in ſuch a manner as 'tis :»-poſſib/e to be arm'd 
againſt you. 

And after all, let us zazage our Diſcoarſe; 
how we will, you cannot deny but the " 
ject of 'em is for the moſt part more Ni: 
than yours, When the Chath's remov'd, and 
we retire to our Tea-Table, and leave our 
Aaſters at their Claret, pray 1s not our Loſt 
extreamly great, in being depriv'd of their 
beneficial Converſe? Dogs and Foxes, and 
Hares, and Horſes are the Top of your En- 
tertainment,or elſe a little gr am6ling at Taxes, 
and banning the confounded Bazkeys; but 
that muſt be after the third Bottle, when the 
Spirit of Politicks begins fo corne upon ye. 
But then, what a Harmony is there, arid how 
nmny Rooms off may it be heard? Nevet 
blame us for Gof/iping once a Year, whet 

ou do it every day. A dozen Women, talk- 
mg with all their might, and ftretching to 
the utmoſt the weak P:pes that Nature has 
given 'em, would eaſily be drown'd by one 
ſmall knot of Good- Fellows got together. Some- 
times every one talks to every one, then you 
ſmgle, and each takes his Antagonift at this 
terrible Tongue-Combat, which, defend every 

o- Woman from falling into! Can any thing 

lowder ox more impertinent than you are, 
on theſe occaſions, as if you were diſputing 
for Lives and Fortunes, and no lefs were up 
on the Wheel than ſome Grand Afﬀair of 

Chriſtendom 2 And yet, this is yo who 


blame us for n0es, and tattling, and Imper- 
Hnence, 


——_— 
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tinence, when we can defie you, as wiſe as 
you are, m twenty Converſations with any 
of your Crontes, to bring away ſo much as 
one ſingle Sentence worth remembring. 

You fay, a Woman is never weary of talk- 
;xe, and you guels without doubt from your 
own incxhasPible Faculty in Bulling ſeate E- 
loquence ; but I'm ſure we are often enough 
weary of hearing you, both your Anger and 
your Love being equally troubleſome: Your 
beSF is e'en bad enough, and tediozz enough, 
and how many Thrumms of Plays, what an 
abominable deal of ill-contriv'd Fz/t:a» muſt 
we patiently hear during the Qxaranrain of 
your Comrt/pip, though we believe juſt as 
much of it as you your ſelves. 

But when you once get us faſt, you ſoon 
treat us with clear another ſort of Eloquence, 
a- Snarling Rhetorick at beſt, if not down- 
right opewing and warrwmg. 

And yet 1n the mean time where is your 
Coyſcience, and the boaſted Ciw1/;ty of your 
Laws towards us? What a piece of Jang. of 
rimented Barbarity 1s it, and how much do's 
it reliſh of your firſt »aked P:&i/þ Anceſtors? 
If a haſty word happens to eſcape a poor Wo- 
man, away \preſently to hurry her to the 
Daucizng-ſtool ; your Mobbiſh ſelves being the 
Judges and Executioners, mount her in the 
Ar, and plunge her in the #ater in the moſt 
rigorous Seaſons of the Year, to the imminent 
hazard of her Life: Tho' we muſt needs ſay 
you have no more Law for this inhumane 
Practice, than for your Water-Tryal of poor 
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Old Women for Witches, when you have no 
choice but to hang or drown. Thus we 


yield you the day both in No;/e and Nonſenſe, | 


in talking /o«d,and faſt,and a great dea!, and 
a little to the purpoſe ; and therefore pray let 
us no more hear you exc/aim at your uſual 
rate, as if it were impoſſible for the greateſt 
 Tongue- Hettor of you all to filence a Woman, 


Frances H aithorn, 


CET ER IKE. 
Of Womens Longing. 


By Mr. Holls. 


— 


Whatever your Sex does at all, you-overdo 
it. Your Love, your Friendſhip, your 
Anger, your Hatred, your Devotion, your 
trrehgion ; whatever 'tis., you are ſtill in 
the Extreams, and equally Extravagant : 
Yet in all this you have ſome Excaſe, ſome- 
thing or other that /eads you into't, either 
the rempers of your Bodies, or the weakneſs 
of your Lads; but what is't, in the name 
of Wonder, that throws you into: this Gi- 
gantick Whimſie, more unaccountable than 
of the reſt 2 Longing, if it be any thing, 1s 
perfett 
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perfect Humonr ; you do it becauſe you wil 
do it, for there wou'd be ſome Exc#/e for't 
if you cou'd not avoid it. Not that 1 believe 
you can chuſe whether you will Long or no 
when you have once wound up your Imags- 
ations to the herght, and let your Fancies run 
away with you ſo far that they have once got 
the weak Czrb-of your littie Reaſon between 
their Teeth; for then, if you had never fo 
much #4 to't, you might pu your Heart 
out without ffopprng 'em. 

But -one wou'd think if you wou'd but 
ſuffer your ſelves never fo little to refleft on 
the Folly and Madneſs of this Aﬀettion, you 
would take care to /top it while twas in your 
power. You are Proud enough, and Vain 
enough in other matters, and don't very well 
like to be made a Publick Rriaicule: Why 
will you be fo here, when 'tis ſo eaſie to &- 
v01d it ? ; 

Can you ever perſwade any Rational Crea- 
tare that you can't help Lo for a New 
Gown,a Set of Pendants,a fine i Fog Tewel, 
or a Coach and Six? Well, let's grant theſe 
are ſuch things as 'tis Nataral for the mouths 
of all your Sex to water after 'em ; nay,were 
it only delicate Frzit, a fine Diſh of E/>, 
or a Haunch of Yexiſoy, But what can you 
fay to a Tarr-Loaf, or the wind of a pair of 
Bellaws,or the delicious Grauy dfipping.from 
a pair of ſweaty Stockings, jor. worle than all 
this, two or three luſty, lacks at that Pare 
of a brawny Porter, from whence Tn 
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tranſplanted his Noſes? I don't ſo much as 
mention your Loxgixg to give your Husbands 
a good rhundring Bux © the Ear, or it may 
be rwo or three one after another, becauſe I 
ſuppoſe you need nor pretend a great Belh 
for ſuch a Liberty. 
--, Cou'd there be any Conſequence more fright- 
frl to you than your being 7:4icatd and 
(angh'd at for this wretched Folly, I wou'd 
urge the Expence that 'tis to your Family,and 
the many Incopyeniencies it carries along 
with 1t ;- But this wou'd  bei-to ſuppoſe you 
capable of Reaſon, and that you had ſome 
concern for the Eaſe or Fortunes of your 
Hughands, Ler's try therefore if Senſe can 
»ove you : If your own Children, a part of 
your ſelves, can prevail any thing with you. 
What arr haye they ever done you, that 
you ſhow'd render 'em both riacolors and 
adeform'd, before they come into the*'World; 
that you beftow ſo many Cherries, and 
Cow-heels, and Hare-lips upon 'em before 
they ſee the Light 2 Or d'ye do this out of 
meer Revenge, becauſe they ſpo:/ your ſhapes, 
and'make you fo fickly and quaim/A,that you 
ean'neither endyre your ſelves, nor any body 
elfe endgre ye. | 
| Youre a common Nwi/ance where-ever 
you come - _ in this ny 7 the 
any anuſt'eat in as much fear of ye as 
Be did of the of, that enviged 
himſelf to Dimmey:with' him when he was 
Travelling through'-the Forre#t ; or as a T- 


bit he eats, 


rant, leſt he ſhou'd be poiſen'd with ore 
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The Markets, the Stalls, the Poulterers, 
the Shambles cannot eſcape ye, and woe to. 
him that denies a poor Creature in that Con- 
dition, tho' nothing but an O/d Cxſh1on is 
often in danger, and no need of a Afiawife, 
when an Uphelſterer will ſerve the turn. 

You are ready enough all. of you to ex- 
claim at one or two miſerable wretches, who 
make a hard ſhift to live by cheating thoſe 
who are good- natur'd enough to believe 'em, 
in that manner : They have a better:Excuſe 
than the moſt of their Sex, they make a 
noiſe out of Neceſſity, but you out of Yar- 
tonneſs, and when you have no manner of 
need on't. * 

And then you are as extravagant in the 
Quantity as you are in the Quality, Wood 
and 11arriot were but Green+Sickneſs Gir/s 
tye; you have an Art beyond Tranſabſtan- 
tzation, and can {ſwallow a greater bulk than 
your ſelves; as the Serpents in Africa, a 
whole Calf, while their Boaies give way. to 
make room fort. ' 

And if the him runs o' tother fide, and 
you are rather for Liquids, you'll make no 
more to fwddle your Husbands with Drink- 
wg with you, than you wou'd if they were 
to eat with you to &xr/# 'em : By which you 
gain a double Advantage, and-fſatisfie the 
Canine Apperire of: your Tfind as well aw 82D 
dy; for when' you have once! turn'd:'your- 
Maſters into Brates, who 1o fit as' you to 
ride 'em? , 
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It may be youll pretend there's a neceſſity 
of Natrzre in theſe Infirmities, and that we 
our ſelves occaſion it : This would be ſome- 
thing if you never /ong'd till you were mar- 
7yd; but alas, you began it a great while 
before ; you were ina Longing Condition from 
your 1»fancy, nay, from your very Creation, 
You begin it in your Hanging: Sleeves, there's 
a ſort of oadneſs in your Palate, that you al- 
ways had, and which will never be reform, 
You begin with Chalk, and Wall, and Oat- 
meal; you eat your Dirt-Pies as foon as ever 
you have made 'em. You ſhow your 7-de- 
ment in your Choice, Traſh is your Delight, 
and will be ſo. In this only you are of a 


Thread, and you as ſurely doat on Trifles | 


from the beginning, as you'll afterwards 
flight a Alan of Senſe, and throw your ſelves 
away On a Blockhead. 

It you had but ſo much as a Charce to be 
in the 7:g4r, and were bur upon even Ground, 
you might as well ſometimes light on a 
Prize as otherwiſe, But where there's but 
any poſſibility of erring, you have a £1lon 
to One againſt you. You are falſe within, 
you have a Faxnnaice in your Minds, that 4ſ- 


coloxrs every thing you do but 2/:1»k on. 


Neither can you caſt the blame on your Sex 
only, for no.She-Creature ever longs but a 
Homen; eſpecially for what's forbidden ; and as 
an:.infallible Proof on't, let but any when 
you are wakirg in 4 Garden forbid you any 
one Tree, tho' the verieſt Crabs in Nature, 
and your Granamother will certainly work in 
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you, and you'll fal/ upon that without 
| mercy, tho you had a Paradice round about 
you. 


Gabriel Hollis. 


Anſwer to LET TER XXX. 
In Defence of Womens Longing. 


By Madam Radford. 


] Can't tell whether you'll be ſo Charitable 


to give me Creair if I ſhou'd aſſure you _ 
I am not yet in a Longing Condition, and pro-- 
bably never may be, and therefore mayn't 


| perhaps ſufficiently #nder/tavd the Subjett to 
" you a compleat Anſwer, But when you 
all thus foxly on- our Sex only for bein 


Women, when you are ſo diſeugennons, and _ 


lo annataral to accuſe 'em for what's no more 
| in their own power than thoſe other 24/eries 
of Life, which but for 30x they cou'd never 


know ; 'tis then a Common Caxſe, and we are - 


all eng 4 int, and muſt try according to 
the belt of our knowledge- to defend one 
another. - | 

And in the firſt place then, how much ſo- 
ever you pretend to hedge your Betts, 'tis a 


clear 
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clear Caſe that if this be a mi/ch:ef, it is to 
your ſelves that its Original 1s owing : *Tis 
the perverſeneſs of your own Sex wherewith 
you have infetted ours; all other Longing is 
but :r:flixe,lome little Q#a/ms which we owe 
to our Fathers, and brought with us from 
them into the World. Moſt of the 1»/tances 
you bring, do evidently relate to your own 

andy-work, Much in the ſame manner you 
deal with thoſe © of o«r Sex, who without 
ſomething /#rer than your own Oaths and 
Honoars, have no more Wit or Yertze than 
to believe you ; firſt r4ine 'em, and then i»- 
ſalt over 'em. And when we have you as 
faſt as the Laws of Heaven and Earth to- 
gether can hold ye, what ſtrange Creatures 
do you quickly make us? Our Bearty va- 
niſhes, almoſt as ſoon as you +b/ow upon it ; 
our Complexion, our <2” our Health is ut- 
terly ruin'd; we contratt a Hundred Diſeaſes, 
which we owe either to your Vice, or at leaſt 
to your Pleaſure; we undergothe moſt terri- 
ble Parns,and the greateſt Hazaras,and often 
more than ate for every Chi/d is born you ; 
and theſe are your Thazks, this your Krna- 
neſs, theſe the Generous Returus you make 
for all we endure for your Satrsfattion. 

Wou'd any be in pain unleſs they cou'd 
help ir, or mortally tormented, and run the 
imminent hazard of their Lives, if they. 
knew how to avoid"it? What Pleaſure is It 
to Long, any more than to be Hungry? We 

are forc'd for the fake of Decency to. put a 

conſtant Fiolence upon our Nature on theſe 

Occaſuons, 
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Occabons., Are your Ands indeed as you 
boaſt, ſo much frame than ours 7 Has your « 
Reaſon 1o ablolute a Command over your 
Appetites ? Let us then ſee you refuſe a Gl 


of Delicions Wine ſparkling before ye, when. 


you are juſt ready to die for Thirſt; We do - 
this and more, and for yo0x, and often 7e- 
peat theſe and greater pieces of Self-denial, 
and rhus it is you Reward us. 7 es 
If 'tis ſo painfal, as you ſeem to acknow- 
ledge, to be deſpis'd and ridiculd, why do 
you treat us in that manner your ſelves,when 
you have firſt expor'd us to al that know us? 
If we LZoxg ſometimes for ſuch things as are _ 
nauſeous and frightful by the common Rule 
of Taſte, this is a demonſtration that from 
the very beginning, 'tis not in our power to . 
avoid it, Were it only for the beſt YVrands, 
and moſt Delicions Dainties, you wou'd have 
ſome Pretence to think ours was no more ; 
but when you acknowledge the contrary, One 
wou'd think you might be contented with 
your own Anſwer, | . 
You had pleaded enough for us already, 
but you ill extend your Kindneſs farther, + 
and alledge another Argument, which proves 
as ſtrongly as the /«/?, that this troubleſome 
Afﬀetion of many of our Sex, when in that 
Condition, is perfectly involuntary : And that 
is, that it often i»jzres our Children, which 
are parts of our own Bodies: Well, and are 


| we fo unnatural to do this out of Delight and 


Choice ? Wou'd any Mother chooſe to have 
a Child d:forw'd and -— qt But there's 
2 


more 
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more than this in the caſe, for both C4:/dand 
Atother not rarely loſe their Lives on theſe 
Occaſions, 

It may be, eu fay, they were deſperate, 
Yes, it may be the ill Uſage of the Brate 
their Husband made the-m7/erables deſirous to 
leave the World, and not leave any of their 
unhappy Race behind 'em. But you cannot 
fay it 15 always ſo, for we mult be ſo juſt to 
Atankind, to acknowledge there are ſome 
few who know better how to va/xe us, who 
have a juſter tenderneſs for us, and from 
whom we meet with fairer V/age. | 

And I'm miſtaken if ſuch as theſe think 
much of every Glaſs of Wine that goes be- 
fides their own 1:/atiable Weaſand ; or are fo 
extreamly Thrifty, as not tro allow their - 
other ſelf, what a Friend, nay, a Servant 
has every day at his Command, 

But if you are of that Mind, good Mr. H. * 
never ſpoil :wo Families ; let the FYidow you 
wor. of. alone, and difturb her no f«rther : 
Be contented rhat you have 14rd one Wife 
over, and got 7:4 of her by one means or 
another : But if you think to make your 
Court to a Second in this manner, certainly 
unleſs ſhe Zongs already, and that for ſome 
ſuch odd things you were lately 4:/conr ſing 
of, ' ſhe'll never tate you to ſave her from 
AMiſcarrying ; for all Women don't doat on ſuch 
as you ſpeak of, tho' ſometimes the Proverb 
-helps 'em. 

If we have this Diſeaſe from our Craaler, 
-which- on my word if it be true, is a rare. 
Diſcovery * 
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Diſcovery in Natzre, why then are you ſo 
unjuſt as''ro bear ſo hard upon us for whar, 
for that further Reaſon, we cannot alter? 
Why don't you chiae your ſelves, or your 
Friends for orinzing the Gout, or Stone , 
or other Hereditary Diſtempers with 'em in- 
to the World? Which if it be true, never 
blame 'em as if their own Extravagancy had 
pxll'd 'em on them. 

But no Creatzre Longs but Woman : The 
more 4»/4ppy ſhe then, and the more piry 
does ſhe deſerve. But are you in earneſt , 
Mr. H? Did you never hear of Aer that 
| long'd too, and that as paſſionately and vis- 
tently as any of thoſe whom they deſpiſe and 
reproach for the ſame Reaſon : Nay, even for 
thoſe very Perſons, at” leaſt their Firtznes ,, 
_ and had Infallibly mr/carry'd, had hang'd or 
ſtabb'd themſelves (or elſe they are luſtily 
Perjur'd) if they had nor ebtarn'd 'em, 

But more than this, ez have /ong'd for 
ſome of thoſe filly things for which they 
make ſuch loud out-cries on the poor Women, 
for Fruit, for a Diſh of Meat, and twenty 
other things, after which their depraved Ap- 

etites have ramblea to that degree, that they 
or ſworn d away when diſappointed. And 
when they'll aſſign us a Reaſon of fuch an 
odd Effett, as well as of thoſe ridiculous 41- 
tipathies which diſturb many Zen all their 
Lives, then we Promiſe to give 'em anober, 
and a better, why Teeming Women are fo often 
_ with Zonging, contrary to their own 
efires, Prudence Radford, | 

| Dd 3 LETTER :: 
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LETTER XXXI. 
Of the Remedies of Lowe. 


- By Sir Thomas — 


Pr IS 
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A Fter the innumerable X/chiefs whereof 
© 2 your vexatious Sex are the Canſes and 
Authors, ſome of which I have endeavyour'd 
to ſet in a juſt hghrt, that the World may 
beware both of them and ox, I ſhall end as 
I began with Love, the moſt dangerons and 
fatal of *em all, and take my leave of that 
and you together, And that I may not only 
diſcover this Epidemical Diſtemper, bur like 
a good Phyfician, apply ſome Remedies to 
thoſe who are 2ired with it, I intend to con- 
clude my preſent Addrefs to your moſt egre- 
giows Vanities, with a few choice Recerprs for 
the Czre of this Fatal Paſhon, which if ta- 
ken time enough, is not perhaps fo impof- 
fible as you wou'd have us imagine. 

And in order to this defirable Alteration 
en all ſuch as are not yet quite paſt hope, 1 
muft firſt adviſe 'em to remove the Cax/e, 
which I cou'd never find was any other than 
an 4dle and wretchleſs diſpoſition. Laxzineſs 
| b6 as near a-kin to Love, as a Fever is toan 
Agxe; and I verily believe that hard Working 
wou'd be as g00d a Cxre for one as tis ig 
t oLner., 
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t'other. Chambers, and Canches,and Alcoves, 
and Beds of Moſs or Roſes, are the dear de- 
light of that Jack 4-napes of a God, that. 
Czlejtial Baſtard, the Son of Venus and=-- 
ſhe /carce her ſelf knew whom. There he- 
boils and ſtretches himſelt, and ,ſwaggers and : 
domineers, and 1s wondertul Yakant on his 
own Daaghil, \Where you wou'd almoſt: 
miſtake him for /4ars himſelf, his Mothers 
Gallant, he looks fo big and terrible on all 
thoſe who are ame enough,and Fools enough - 
to be his YVaſals; who lie groaning, and: cry, . 


*ris 7m2poſſible to break their Chain,or riſe from - 


under ſo many Pelions and Offa's of Flowers 


' and Billet-deux s: which Oppreſs and Fetter - 


'em, becauſe they .han't the Re/olxtion to » 
make one brave Effors to recover their Free- 
dom. Tt muſt be then a full Tyde of Z»/rneſ7, 
their Hands and Heads full of ſome Honeſt, 
and Brave, and Uſeful Employment, which is - 
one of the moſt proper and probable means . 
to effe&t a Cure on ſuch as have a mind to be - 
rid of their Diſtemper, and who for themoſt 
part fell in Zove at firſt for no better Reaſon 
than becauſe they had nothing elſe to do : As. 
is evident from the Character and Quality 
of thoſe who make up the greateſt number - _ 
of Lovers, among whom you rarely or never _ 
find Men of Age, or Buſmeſs, or confirm'd : 
and ripen'd ns, but /oofe Tong der, _ | 
difloly'd in Riot and 1dleneſs, either not ca- - 
pable of any more Noble and Manly Em- 
ployments , or rendring themſelves aQtually - - 
unfit for it by afﬀfetting to remain wnbent and - 
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afeleſs to themſelves and all Mankind; meer 
Cyphers and Blanks in the Creation. 

Bur I talk on this Subject like a Lover who 
1s commending his 44/treſ7, and ſcarce know 
when Fve done, Let's leave this therefore, 
which I look on as the moſt Effetnal Remedy 
of any other, and proceed to enquire what 
further helps may be found againit fo dan- 
gerous a Diſtemper. | 
' There was an hozeft old rough Fellow among 
the Grec:ans, who being ask'd what Reme- 
aies ſhou'd be usd for one in Love? He 
bluntly aff12n'd only theſe three following: 
Either, ſays he, let 'em Fa## it our, or let 
Time Cure it, or if both theſe fail, there's 
no Cxre but oe, and that's a Halter. 

-The two f:r## will be thought too groſs 
for the ice Pallats of our Srhken Gallants , 
yet if they are wiſe, they'll rather make uſe 
of 'em,than come to the laſt, which however 
muſt be confeſs'd that many of their Tribe 
have found Ifallible, | 

If they wou'd Rtop ſhort of chis laſt, Tet 
*em uſe others leſs violent, e're the Diſeaſe be 
arriv'd to too great an height, Let 'em fly 
from the fair Cockatrice--- ſhut their Eyes , 
their very $94/s, their Memories, their Ima- 
ginations, Turn her out, never fo much as 
Dream of her, at leaſt without c#/d;ng them- 
ſelves afterward. Never tak of her, nor let 
others do it in their hearing, or fly fu:ch Dit 
courſe, and even all thoſe who are themſelves 
in Zove, and be as careful to weather em as 
you wou'd one that was newly come ” y 
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a Peſt-hoaſe, and ſcatter'd Infection, Plague, 
and certain Fate around 'em. Fly your 
Comnntry, as you wou'd for any other Tyrant, 
or if it were infected with continual Peſt;- - 
lence, For change of Air is ſometimes as 
wholeſome to the A4ind as 'tis to the Body, 
Don't 417k of. her tho' you can't help it; 
that-1s, reſolve. you- will not, tho' you ab, 
and 7zu/# at preſent,for in time at leaſt you'll 
get ſome Ground, and if it be never ſo /utle 
at firſt, your Hear: will by degrees be all 
your own, If ſhe intrude never ſo often, 
tell her, ſhe has nothing to do there, her 
Reign's at an end, and drive her out, as.you 
wou'd a Fury. Think how like'a Fool you 


' Took, and - how many Monkey-tricks -this 


Love makes you play daily. Confider-whart 
you get if you obtain. your defires, either to 
be fairly cheated, and turn'd off .to make 
room for ſome. new Fool; or-i:r'd with an 
odious Satiety, or at beſt, Lay angus for Re- 
pentance, To all which, do but add areal 
w:{ to be curd, and a firm belief -that: you 
may be to, and .( believe one that has .try'd ) 
your Recovery is more than half perfected. - 


: Thomas—» 
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Anſwer to- LET TER XXX. 
| Of the Ways to be Lowd. 


© By Madam Godfrey. 


[23% W extreamly you are afraid-of being 
too much pleas'd, and how much cox- 
cer» d for fear your Sexſhou'd be over-happy! 


Yeu: take 2 great deal of care to man all 


Humane kind, and to reduce 'em to.a-Stozeul 


fort of Þ/enſibility, to cnt off a part of their 
-So#lz, tho" "tis fo far from being Gangreen'd, 
op alelefs, that it's the moſt vigor. and ne- 


y- part of 'em, if you: conſider 'em as 
fAtmbers of the Univerſe, and fenfible and | 


conver fible Creatures ; 1 mean, the Paſſions, 
which are the Feet, or rather the Figs of the 
$ox{; and nothing that's Great and Noble can- 
Be-atchiev'd without 'em ; for I can hardly 
believe,when you are fo earneſt to force Love 
it felf into Exile, that you'd leave any of its 
Kindred behind it.. Delight, and- Joy, and. 
everr Hope are its near Aties, there's a fri 
Confederacy between them, you can never 


kope to ſever 'em, and they'll certainly.run | 
the fame Fortune. You wou'd. make your - 


fel incapable of Senſe as well as Happineſs, 
render all you hear, and ſee, and raft, infipid 
and indifferent; reduce your felves to the 
condition 
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condition of a Stone or '3 Log;" and what's 
that better than being nothing ? 1 expedt in - 
your next Eflay that you ſhou'd publith - 
ſome Choice Remedies againſt the Fatige of - » 
Breathing, and give us ſome of - the molt - 


. ſpeedy and Infalliblg ways to Czre the great - 


Diſeaſe of Life : Tho'I ſhou'd think 'twou'd - 
be a more- Friendly Employment to let us - 
know how -we _ Inprove Life, ſweeter 

it, and make the be ont, and doubly en- - 
joy all urs I»nocent Satisfattions :. And. I'm : 
miſtaken if a Vertuous and Honoxrable Love + 
will not produce all theſe Happy Effetts, and - 
a great many others which I havenot namd. . 
For whether or no 'twill make-us-more 6eas- - 
tifuul, as Lady Single is at laſt *convinc'd. by - 
ſuch another Rzi/more as your ſelf; this: 1s - 
certain, that 'rwill make any Perſon more - 
careful to appear io; it has chang'd the-molt :: 
Remarkable Slovens into Compleat Gentlemex, . 


_ t-refines the Manners, and foftens and giids-- 


the Converſation, - , | 

But this having been already-bertey manag'd : | 
by other Hands, I ſhall rather chooſe panes F; x 
the Campaign with an Attempr to force.your © 
Line, to level all the -Emtrenchments you have .- 
made. againſt this Powerful God, © nay, - to - 
take you Pri/oner, and ſhow you how you + 
may be Happy whether you will or no, which © 
_ carr never be- compleatly,. unleſs -you - 

Ve.” 

And- the firſt great Secret in- the 4 of * 
Love, is Love it felf, how great a Paradox” 
foever that may appear-: My-meaning is;.that = 
any -> 
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any one whodelires to be /ov a, muſt himſelf 
Love with all his might, and to the utmoſ 
of- his Power , for there is no ſuch Charm 
for. Love, as Love, refolvd, vigorous, con- 
ſtant, which is almoſt irreſiſtible. For *tis 
in Love much as 'tis in other Paſ/tons, if you 
wou d tranſcribe 'em into another's Brea#F, 
write 'em firit /zg:bly on your own. 

And when you have once begun the 4:- 
zack, be ſure you puſh it home, regarding no 
conſequences, but that your [-tentions be Ho- 
nourable and Yertuons, without which, Love 
'Iit-felf 1s but a Dream of Happineſs, Take - 
care your Addreſles be Lawfxl, and then the 
warmer the better; for none of our Sex but 
hate a lukg-warm Zealous Love, which is of 
-it ſelf fo warm and ative a Paſſion, that 
where the Pretender is cola and heavy, how 
ſhou'd he make us believe he's in Love at all, 
any more than that there's any Fire where 
we ſee nothing but A/es, not the leaſt ap- 
gearance of Heat or Afotion, 

You can't think I mean the Old Roman- 
tick way of down-right dangling for a Mi 
Freſs, or that the poor enamour'd Knight + 
ſhou'd lug out cold iron, and make a Win 
gow in his Breaſt, that. the obdurate Lad) 
might ſee what a age Hole he bas in his 
Heart : No, this is now as juſtly r:aicalow 
as _— a Miſtreſs all over with Raby 
and Diamond: Or the other Extream,the Lub- 


| ber-Gallant's /o/ling upon a Couch, Conrtin 
none bur. his feet ſelf; or if he can affor 
. a word or two, only makes Love in /iy/o r6 | 
CH AlzU0, 
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citativo, and humms out a few ends of Verſe, 
or Scraps of Songs, as if he thought. our 
Hearts were to' be won the fame way they 
took of old, by uttering and [ncantarion : 
But tis. the 9zi4ale way between both of theſe 
that can only expect to: be proſperoxs, and 
the ſame application of Mind is here requi- 
red that 1s neceſſary in any other Aﬀair of 


equal weight and moment, and whereon de- 


pends the Happineſs of- a Man's whole Life, 

Nor mult this be only for a /pxr: and 
away, we ſhou'd be Cowards indeed, ſhou'd 
we yield at the firlt Summons, and youd 
think us very ill provided, cou'd we not beat 
ye off the firſt Storm, You will not let us 
be ingenuous if we had a mind tot: You 
hate a cheap Congaeff, and part with it as 
eafily as you gaind it, Let's Humour you 
then for once, and 'Pleaſe you at your own- 
coſts, while at the fame time we preſerve 
our Sexes Decency and Modeſty. The Girdle 
of Venxs (as one who knew it very well af- 
ſures us) was made up of Denials as well as 
Grants, 

Bur yet at the ſame time we'd have ye 
importunate, you mult take care to. find the 
way not to be troubleſome, You mutt not 
turn your Conrt/hip into a dey a7 You 
muſt give'us ſome ſpace to #reath in, and 
to conſider of Articles and Terms of Sur- 
render, which you may ſafely allow, ſo the 
Trace be not over-long; which will retard 
your Approaches, and make us think you 
mean to Raiſe the Siege, and that you either 
- deſpair 
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deſpair of ConqueFt,or do not think us worth 
your Labour. + | 

And more than all this, we expect you 
ſhou'd treat us very fairly, and humour us 
at leaſt before we yield, and we think we- 
have reaſon, for we know 'twill be your. 
time afterwards. You may be Humble for a- 
little while, and lay by. your 44ajeſty, rebate. 
pu. Rays, and ſheath your Thurazr, as Jove 

imfelf did on thoſe. Occaſions. Such a 
ſhort D-/g«ife one wou d - think ſhou'd be a 
Dr#verſion t' ye , fince there's no fear you 
ſhou'd get a Habit on't ; but Nature will 
break out ſome time or other, and we muſt 
be that 4// our Z:ves to pleaſe you, which . 
you with fo much violence to your ſelves. 
appear to be, in order to oblige us for-a few. 
hours only. . 

Tho' if by endeavouring to gain your 
AZiftreſs you ſhou'd alfo regain your ſelves; 
if by ftriving fo earneſtly to pleaſe us, you. 
come at laſt to be really 4ke us; if by ha- 
ving continually before you the Charming. 
Idea's of Meekneſs, Complayance, Genr/e- 
weſ5, Humility, Compaſſion, and Goodneſs, 
you ſhou'd become ere you were aware, i» 
fefted with thoſe Vertwes, and wonder at the: 
change without comprehending it; you'd yet 
have: no Reaſon ſurely to complain of 'the 
Alteration. 

In - ſhorr, if you deſire the favor of a 
Woman of - Senſe, you can't expect it without 
 fome aifficxity, and for /uch Gold you can 

never .pay too dear: You muſt -be &rave, 
, COMFA-- 


__ 
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couragions, diſcreet, conſtant, and liberal, and 
in-a word, a wiſe and vertwowus Man ; and 
then, if ſhe han't Engagements to the con- 
trary , what ſhou'd binder you from /ac- 
ceeding 2 | | | 


Rachel Godfrey. 


LETTER NXXXIL 


That Women. are the oddeſt things in Natyre, 
in a particular Letter to Madam ———, 


By Mr. — 


"HIS is now the ſecond time I have told 
* you in Print, that you: Women are the 
oddeſt things in Nature; if-any one of Sin- 
cerity tells you of their Eſteem, you pre- 
tently deſpiſe him, bur your manner of do- 


— _ 


- ng it 1s wonderfully particular, your Lan- 


guage uncommon, and your Action fo full 
of. unmannerly Pride, that ſhou'd my Foot- 
man have the Efteem I had for you, 1 ſhou'd 
conelude him Fool, . and diſcharge him of 
my Service. I had the Opinion* you were 
Miſtreſs of fome Underſtanding, and more 
Goodneſs, and that Opinion laid me open 

fo 


AT 
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to an Impreſſion troubleſome enough, but 
the brutiſh returns made me, has rafed that 
Character, and ſtain'd every: drop of Blood 
I have,with the much truer one of haughty, 
inſolently proud and vain. LYroud and Yain 
were given you 1n your earlier Age, and then 
you were excuſeable ; but in decining Nears, 
when ſcarce any thing but Goodneſs is left 
to recommend you, to double the Humour, 
15 intolerable. You think poſtibly the Title 
of Sir and my Lady's Daughter, a 
Coach, and the Reputation of, a Thouſand 
Pounds a Year, (rho' ſomething over-valued) 
with the Acquaintance of a Neighbourin 

Earl or two, entitle you to your Phantaſtic 

Air, your haughty Toſs and Step, and to de- 
ſpiſe 1mplicitly all without the Title of my 
Lord, Sir or your Ladyſhip. I'm 
ſure this Opinion ſuits your Meen, and I 
miſtake if not your Underſtanding, and in 
Complaifance take this Wiſh at parting — 
May your Pride have the - lofty Title, and 
the empty thing familiarly tack d to it, and 
may that Idoliz'd Title be your only Satif- 
faction, and be-aflur'd when next you make 
my Proſpect. a Contemning Smile, remem- 
ber me, that towring Vanity in her proudeſt 
dreſs muſt down, tho' ſet in Beauty ; that 
the Beggar will level with us all, and have 
ſix Foot of Ground as good as the proudeſt 


ſhe ; nay, perhaps -better ; for 0:40rn ſays, 


which you had known had you conſulted 


Books half ſo much as your Looking-Glaſs, 


He that lies under the Herſe of Heaven #5 con- 


vertible - 
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.Incomparably Prog 


vertible into Sweet- Herbs and Flowers that 
may reſt in their Bofoms, who wou'd ſhrich at 
the ugly Buggs may crawl in the Archd and 
Coſtly Tombs of Kings And now adieu, 

# and Violently affected +OY 
fondled into Folly by. doating Parents, who 
having none but you to repreſent 'em, have 
hugg'd their Image 'till they have defac'd 
it, 


W_—_— oe 


— _—_—— 


( Which was dropt at a certain {f**. 
Coffee-Houle. ) Ao) £3: 


bh T? S a ſwinger we muſt confeſs; tho' af- 


| call d you Vain, or Haughty, they had been 


1 w Hs 


Written by a Club of and dire&ted 
| to the Lady concern, 


—_——__Þ 


— 


ter al), the Style ſpeaks the Priter a 
Perfon of Senſe, and a Gentleman ; nay, as 
ſtrange as that ſeems, a Lover too, for that's 
a vain, capricious, teſty , angry thing, that 
knows not what he writes,nor does,nor ſays--- 
We confeſs, adam, he has wounded you 
in the moſt ſenſible Part: If he had only 


but ſuch CharaCters as may indifferently- 
krve for almoſt all Perſons. We ſay, if this 


had been all, 't had been no great Ry 
ut 


but to tell you you were 0/4 too, if you'd 
pleaſe ingenuoully toconfeſs, this makes it 
ffing deeper than all the reſt; and did you 
not need all the Goodneſs your Lover fays 
ou are Miſtreſs of, ro forgive it : However, 
it your Ladyſhip thinks fit to take our fooliſh 
Opinion in this matter, We think you may 
honourably enough forgive him , for this 
Reaſon, becauſe you are not to believe one 
word that a Lover ſays or writes either for 
or againſt you, ſince that Arch Wag Cupil 
. as ſoon as ere he has caught 'em,puts his own 
_ about their Eyes, and make 'em ple | 
at Bl:d-mas's-Bxff,running about like Mad- 
folks, feeling and ſtumbling, and breaking 
their own Noſes and Shins, and other Folks, 
and woe to them that ſtand in their way, or 
come within their Clutches. But now to be 
graver : We think, adam, your Goodneſs 
will, and your Hozoar may forgive him, be- 
cauſe he gives you the ſatisfaction of asking 
your Pardon, on which Account you may 
{till entertain his Honorable Love, it being 
very paſiible for him to Write ſuch a Letter 
as he is a Paſſionate Lover, nay, very Natural, 
Love and Anger being both great Paſſions, 
and very near a-kin, though fo far different, 
as the ſame 1uſcles of the Face, are made 
uſe of for laughing and crying. Yet in our 
Opinion, you ought to ſeem to be as angry 
with him as you can, as Jung as you can, 
(a few Moments) and to make him paſs: 
Purgatory before he gets to his Elyhum- 


go The Female War, 


3 


[ 
/ 


; Nor need you do more, we think, effectuall [! 


1 


um 
ally 
to 
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to mortifie him, than now and then to ſhow 
him his Letter, and when he ſues: for any 
Favour —— a Touch or Kifs — of your 
Hand — remember him you are — Old — 
Keep him thus at Eyes-end and Lips end bur 
for a Week or a Fortnight, and we'll Under- 
take for him he becomes as true a Humble 
Spaniel-Lover as any in Chriſtendom, 


MADAM, 
Your Ladyſhip's Humble Servants, &c, 


——_— 
— =. m—_ 


LET TER XXXII. 
Againſt the Sexes Inconſtancy. 


By Mr. Harcourt. 


FO various you are, that it can't fatisfie you 
to change Servants, Humours, Lovers , 
Faſhions, Complexions, Eyes, Teeth, and Hair ; 


| ay, your Re/iglon (if one knew what 'twas ) 


but you muſt ſometimes take a Feeary to 
change even Sexes too, and really transform 
your ſelves into ors, on purpoſe to ai/- 
grace it. For we have ſeveral Modern »:- 
ſtances, which fatisfie us, the Story of 77- 
refias was more than Fable, See but to what 

a 
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a Conaition your Levity expoſes both your 
ſelves and us: We can never be ſe of ye |! 
you are the oral of Proterrs, and how fadh |! 
wou'd it ſcare ary poor H#hand ( as who |! 
knows whoſe Caſe 1t may be es) to goto! 
Bed with a ſmoorh, ſoft Fife, and when. he|t 
turns about the next Morning, ſhou'd fir i 
her perfeRly alter'd, a huge Hee-Face and | Þ 
brawny Shoulders, ten times worſe than the | ) 
Bear-fac'd Lady ? | L 
What is there to which you are ever tru | 
and conftant, fo much as Fortwne her ſelf, to |! 
your own [conſtancy ; for if you ever by 
pen-tn remain frve live hong Ainutes in the 
fame V1tind, 'tis purely out of Creſneſs, | 
. and for the ſake of dear Variety. You wil |\ 
you wi/ not, you deat, you ſcorn, you hats, dl 
you /ove by turns, and all in a quarter of a | 
hour. Thoſe who compare you to the dan, & 
are hardly fo near the 7-»th as ſhe is to the |#! 
Earth, for ſhe changes but once a onth,|fl 
and we know when to expedt it ; but yout{© 
Circle is much /horter, and all the Flamftew | 
in the World cou'd never give us your ex- 
_ aRt Theory, One great Benefit however thu |#' 
15 to Mankind, that you can ſcarce be reſolv T 
even in Aiſchief, at leaſt Variety pleaſe |": 
there too, and you are in-ſearch of another, 
before you've finiſh.'d the former, Tis faid|* 
our Nation is richer in H4mour than any ſta 
Europe, and tho' the Stage has large Supplia|6 
from it, yet it can never be exhauſted, It 1t]% 
be ſo, Ben, Johnſon ſtands faireſt for Tre& c 
ſurer, tho" he need not have gone _— : 
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' ve. | than any one of his ferry Wives of Windſor 
dl | to have employ d him all his Life: He needed 
who | but have ſhown one Face in one Play to have 
o to | had ſufficient Variety, The vor are apt 
\ he | to fare at ſtrange Cuſtoms and Habits, and 
fad | ſhou'd there happen to meet in the Exchange 
and | but one Perſon of every ſeveral Dreſs in the 
the | World, 'twou'd be thought a very odd medley. 
There's this and more in omen, they are all 
tr | Rainbow in their Minds, whatever colour 
Ft [their Faces; or rather it's a Scangal on that 
1ar- | More beautiful and ſtable Aerevy to be com- 
th pard with them, for that remains fix'd as 
veſe, [10ng as the Sn and Clouas that make it : 
wit. |Nay, tho' the Rain is but ſucceſſive, and new - 
bats os are ſtill a falimg, that unites it ſelf 
f @ |with 'em all, and is ſtill :mmmoveable; nor 
fon, [do's it fo much as ſhift its Colors, but the 
the [#ine, and red, and green, and gellow, and 
jth [that lovely mszxrare of 'em all, which we 
yout{can ſcarce deſcribe, remain in the ſame Order | 
fed vhen it begins to faint and wither, as they 
- ex- [41d when it fir5# appear'd or ſhind in its 
- this [Feateſt Glory, But what's all this to Pomen? 
:lvd [ruly not much, for they are quite. the con- 
eaſts [rary. They are all /oift, and alteration ; 
ther, [ave the perpernal motion in their Minds as 
ſaid [yell as Heads, and think it as ridiculous to 
y it ſtay long in the ſame Opinion as in the ſame 
(7 Gown or Foppings, or to have the ſame Lo- 
[ t4ver, . 

ria; And there indeed is the Cream of your 
rther|G@nftancy, for you are as Remarkable for 
thatyour ability in Love, as you are in Yertae. 


For {aken 
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Forſaken Lovers, we are to believe, are only 
Tates invented by the malictozes, the aufor- 
tunate, and the wndeſerving. So that we 
durſt not think ſo unworthily of your Sex, 
-- ore? vers fuffer - Perfon = _—_ .. 
#ifh, or that any of you cou'd prove fa 
hiem, or. forſake him, had we not almoſt 
as many 1nftances of it as we have of /ach 
Lovers, who after all perhaps ought ro made 
Examples, becauſe by their ow# they infeRt 
others with the ſame Folly. She that has not 
a new Amonr to appear in oncea Month, is 
a: Melancholy as a-poor Grl at a Country 
Wake, that's taken. out to Dance without a 
new Waftcoat. 'Tis well the World 1s not 
now much in the Humour of 4z:»g for Love; 
if it were, what wou'd you have to Anſwer 
for ? And how many Graves wou'd'you tread 
on of your own making? And how many 
Lovers Ghoſts wou'd haunt you, and upbraid: 
you with your :fide/ity, and their Rmne? 
And yet after all, why ſhou'd = not be 
conftam? Ist becauſe you have no Notion of it, 
or think there's no Pleaſure in't ? Do but try 
it; and you'll ſoon »»atrfand it, and own 
how much' you have been :fakern. If Cor 
ſtancy and Fiaelity are in themſelves very 
Noble and Charming Vertues, why ſhou'd, 
they not become. a omar? And how far 


— 


wou'd they- ozt-weigh the Satisfaction you 
' receive in the empty Vanity of ng evay 

day a zew Adorer? Who 15 there that call | 
read the ſtories of Ancient Friendſhips, 190 


N 
f 
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ſome of 'em perhaps Fabulous, without 
Mitions of Admiration and Love ? | 

Of inviolable Faith of Women to their 
Lovers, Ladies to their Hasbands, and the 
like, which you hardly believe all Romances ; 
and why if they are worthy Admiration, whi 
not too of your Jmitation,: unleſs becauſe 
Conſtancy 1s render'd almoſt :»:poſſtble rye , 
by the Levity of your Tempers, and by a 
contrary Habit? For when you do once get 
into the Humour, you have all of you Reſo- 
lution enough to make Epheſian Matrons. 

I ſhou'd Diſcourſe too a little with you 
concerning your Conſtancy to your own Sex 
in your molt Sacred: Profeſſions of Friend» - 
ſhip. But you have one Comenience more. 
than we, and that is, that you are all upon 
the Sqare, Cheat that Cheat can, is your 
Mitto, and there's no Deceit or [fidelity ever 


-[{# amongſt you. 


Thomas Harcourt. 


— 


Anſwer to LET TER XXXIII. 


J By Madam H— 


ho' | 


1]'M ſenſibly touch'd with Commilſeration 


for this pocr Gentleman, whom I perceive 
kiereceiv'd a Wound from one of thoſe 


me* Protercs's he ſpeaks of, who having thrown 


ber 
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her Granado into his Heart, it has in the breat- 
ing much — his Brain ; ſure nothing 


leis cou'd excuſe this great perturbation that 


obſtrufts his Diſcerning Faculty, elſe why 

might not he as well as others acknowledge 

all things muſt obey this Fatal Law of Change? 

Not to mention more remote Inſtances, 11] 

50 no” farther than your ſelf, who've no 
0 


ubt-chang'd from Iifancy to Tonth, and'tis- 
to be hop'd have chang'd your Ipnorance to a 


little Underſtanding, and 't may be, a Heb 
Horſe for a Miſtreſs, your Innocence for 
ſome experienc'd Evil,your Money for many 


changeable Trifles ; nay, to ſhew you how . 


smpoſſtble 'tis to avoid change, conlider but 


your Reſpiration, you'll find every puff of. 


| Breath you ſend out changes Aroms with what 
we receive: And now I hope I've faid enough 


for your Conviction, let me, pray, but re- | 
commend one Change to' you, which will | 
be much for your eaſe, do but change from | 


a to a wiſe dan, and then Il engage 
the Inconftancy of Women will never trou- 


ble you. 
4H 


——_—_—_ 5 
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LETTER -XXXIV. - 
Being a ſecond Anſwer to Mr. Harcourt's 


Letter. concerning Womens Incon- 
ſtancy ; wherein is proved, f 


That Women are more Conſt ant than Men- 


By Epbelia. 


T Hrough the Univerſal Charity and Good 
Will I bear to my fellow-Creatures, in- 
differently of either Sex, I have- been wil- 


————_—_—_—_—_—. 
—_—_ 


1 ling to hope that one day Men wou'd become 


ſuch lovers of Truth and Juſtice, and fo free 
from the Natural Prejudices of Self-love, as 


| to allow of, and be pleaſed with the many 
| good Qualities in ours, and leave off their 


malicious and Hy a Reproaches; tho' 
I think I- may be allowed to ſpeak in the 
Defence of opprefled Innocency, fince I ſes 
there's but little probability of a change in 
our Enemies ; for one can hardly paſs 4 Sock- 
ſeller's Shop , without ſeeing ſomething upon 
the Stall againſt us; nor be in a Converſa-; 
tion, but ſome of the wow'd be Wits mult 
ridicule our Sex, 'tis even become as faſhio- 


| nable an Error as 'tis to laugh at Prieſt-craft, 


or Religion it ſelf, Perhaps our Adverſaries 


| may tell us, 'tis.an Argument for their being 


in the right; that 'tis not only the Opinion 


1of ſome, but almoſt all n To which we An- 
e 


fwer, 


& w%, off —"—_ 
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wer, That will prove nothing in their Fa. / 
-vour, fince'tis ſo common to be miſtaken in 
-the Judgments made of things, that there is 
«bat here and there a wiſe Man that can _— 
wiſh Truth from Falſhood ; and eſpecially in 
uch caſes as this, where they imagine their | 
Intereſt concerned; for ſhou'd it be once 
own'd by 'em, that we have as great a ſhare | ' 
in Vertue, Prudence, Afﬀability, Good Man- 
ers, and whatever may render Society agree- 
able, as they themſelves have, what appear. | 
ance of Reaſon cou'd they bring for treating, |. 
us ſo deſpicably and #1mannerly as they do? [-: 
But they think by that means to make us 
have an 1Il Opinion of our ſelves, through a 
miſtaken Policy, believing that then we ſhall 
the more eaſily ſubmit to their Yoke ; which 
is doubtleſs an Error, for every wiſe Woman 
will obey the reaſonable Commana's of her Huſ- 
bana; tmce not only.her Duty, but the Cu- 
Atom of our Country oblige her to it, both | 
for her own and his Reputation. And what | 
Excuſe cou'd a falſe and treacherous Lover, | 
or Il|-natur'd, Vicious, Fantaſtical Hrsband 
| find, but'by endeavouring to make us as like | 
x 'em as poſſible ? And thus by throwing their 
| faults upon us, they think they juſtifie and 
clear themſelves. Which of 'em our preſent 
Enemy 1s, I won't determine, yet methinks 
he writes with ſo much eagerneſs and fury, 
that he muſt needs have-a tang of one of- 
theſe Perfections ; nay; I beheve hardly ever 
any Perſon under other Circumſtances ap- 
peared againſt us; for tho” a deſerving Man 
may 
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may be forſaken, or a good Hugband itt treated 
(for I won't pretend to juſtifie all-my Sex) 


4&4 p 


yet they will immediately refle&, that 'tis - 


their Misfortune, and not 72: nar 5 all 


Women are baſe and ungrateful,becauſe they 


| have found, ſome ſo. And that' our Anta- 
- goniſt has - more Malice,than, Truth of his 

ide, we ſhall ſoon find by Examination ; 
He gives us not one Inſtance of our Yariouſ=. 


neſs, as he calls it, but we can give a- good 
Reaſon for it, or ſhew the Men to equal, if 


- not exceed us; — #e. change. our Servants, 


why not where they're undeſerving 2 Our 

Humours, I believe there will be no need of 

ovingthat we are always more Obliging, 
>ourte 

others, than you are; leſs refenting, and more 

ere's any Place of Ho- 

noar or:Profit to be gaind, he's the ſareſt to 


ſucceed, who makes the Ladies his Friends; 


for where they Promiſe any Service,or Friend- 


| ly Office, they are indefatigable till 'tis ob- 
| taind. Let.any one that Aﬀeronts us, but 


acknowledge the Fault, and beg Pardon, we 


' are reconcil d, whereas nothing #xt Blood cax 


quiet your Revenge, — Dur Lovers, Ay,there 
you gain the Point; we yield, we yield ; 
prriape here and there a Lady may find rea- 
n to diſcard a Lover or two in her whole 
Life, becauſe of the diſadvantages we lie un- 
der in that Afair, ſince we han't the Privi- 
ledge of chooling where we pleaſe, bur by 
Cuſtom are obliged to accept of ſuch as offer 
themſelves, _—_— may ſometimes chance 
| C 2 to 


us, and ready to do good Seryices to. 


of nat 


op Eb, 
Bot ;"® ; " Wars wor” vn > , 
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to admit a Lover, - whoſe ImperfeRions once 
diſcovered, will in ſome meaſure juſtifie this 
ehangez but you, poor Souls, are ſuch con- 


9", eing Happy in ſome, youll Court 
the - # Sex, nod are true to one, but till 
you ſee the next Face; and ſuch a value you 
put upon theſe Conquelſts, that he that has 

'd batf a dozen Ladtes, thinks he has 
done more to brag of than Alexander, Where- 
as our Love, when placed on a worthy Ob- 
Je6t, is great and laſting; David acknow- 
ore: it as ſuch, and we have more Examples 
1» Hiſtory 


7 

of Women to their 
their Wives: Nay, in our time, to hear of a 
Wife that's indifferent. (till Weather-beaten 
tot) is very rare; whereas moſt Men impu- 
dently declare, there's no Love after Mar- 


of the ſurprizing and conſtant Love | 
, Flutbands. than of gen to | 


71age,— Well, but we alter onr Faſhions, the 


Men do juſt the fame; and orr Complexions 
Ejes, &c, Who won'd not change a bad 
oe for a good?Befides, Friends, here you are in 
for Cakes and Ale,and perhaps, lick, ſcrub up; 
and powder, as much as we ; the better ſort 

. of either Sex have their ſhare in this Vanity, 
Our Religion, if we've any, there I think we're 

" well met, if 1m not. miſtaken, Sir, I might go 
on in making Remarks on other Parts of your 
Letter, but Madam H— having already fo 
ingeniouſly defended our Sexes Conftancy, and 


with, the leſs is needful to be faid by 
EPHE-LTA. 


LETTER 


ftant, prety, whining we that for fear of 
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| 


| 


proved you guilty of what you charge us !' 


44 PROPS "ES = A@4a<<£2 co 1H}. + . ana . oo. -. aA _- 


—— dd 4 am —— — CO 2 


1 OO RO Vo rs ty. —», + OB 


| good Judgment it ſelf, which is a fort of a. 
| Baltaft in Aaxkind, will be apt to fink your” 


in Clowds, and its flender frame diſſolving, it 
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LET TER: XXXV. 
Againſt Learning in Women. 


By Mr. Harcourt. 


"gs » 


[ Know many who are againſt ſo much as 
* extraordinary Senſe in a Woman, and -: 
the Reaſon they give for't is, becauſe even a - 


light Veſſels: You will be always fsZof your 
ſelves, as a Babble is of Air 2 N08 empty 
li 


and com 


ſoever you are of any thing 
mendable; but if there happens to .be any. 
ſubſtance too firm for your feeble contexture, . ; 
it breaks it immediately, "as in the caſe of. /* 
your L5vely Emblem already mention'd. 7 :; 
But whatever we conclude of Senſe in 
Women, 1 am ſure Learning is a m: 
chieyous and dangerous Qualification for an, 


: 


of 'em. This p«ffs the B«bble to an inomenſe - 
bigneſs, and hurries it into the Aer, till loſt 


_— nothing. | 

e Frog wou'd fain be an Ox, but what 
did it get by it's big /ookre Qnly one Advan- 
tage, that it ſoon #«r/ its ſelf, and let out 
the ind that tormented it. | 
Ee 3 You 
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You are neither qualify'd for Learning, nor 
equal to it, cou'd you, beyond expectation, 
attain to any Proficiency in it. *Tis fo far 
from being L or ſo much as »/eful 
Tye, that 'tis rather miſchievous and hurtful, 
and 1s very inconvenient, both for z and os, - 
A Flee-Spinfter and learned Woman, being e- 
qual Abſurdities, | 
_ Why ſhou'd a vain Ambition thus wee you 
againſt Nature? To attain any good degree . 
of Science, there muſt not only be auickies 


of Apprehenſion, and ſoundneſs of Judgment, | 


but beſides this, an unweary d Diligence, an 


Unſhaken Conftancy, an Indefatigable Induſtry, | 
And pray, a which of theſe Yertzes art | 


your Sex the moſt commended? Much Read 
ing is not Learning,any more than the richeſt 


Stationer is the beſt Philoſopher; or than 'ts 
an Argument of Health and Strength, to have | 


a Canine Appetite. oY 
The Knowledge of Things, and the ufeful 


"F\ ranging em in the Memory, and working 'em } 
>: . Into the Prattrcal Fudgment, fo as to have 'em 

-- - athandon every occaſion, this I'm afraid is 

too harda Tak for your Sexes Undertaking,* | 


The Caxſes of things are ſo far removd 
from /e»/e, that you'll not find it fo ealte'to 
come at 'em. Truth lies in fo deep a Fel, | 
that I wiſh you are not tired a long while 
before you have drawn it up. Philoſophy is 
ſo vaſt a Field, that you can ſcarce hope not 
tobe /oſf int. The _—_— of all Know- 
ables, Divine and Humane , how ſhou'd it 
ever be contain'd in your puny N#r/þell 9 
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The greater the Genizs, the more. things 
doubtleſs a Man may attend to at ozce with 

on Dn the wider his gra/p, thi& 
fafter his hold; But how can you who are 
ſufficiently employ'd with your little Family 
Affairs, or your own Follies and Vauires, an 

almoſt over-/er with 'em too, and often «#- 
equal for 'em ; how can you pretend to aim' 
at what has as much more of difficx/ty/in it 
as it has of variety and diſirattion ? You are 
ready to /p/it when you are but Coafters, and 
who then will //xre you whien you Taunch' 
out into the vaſt Ocean? Learn firſt to ſpelt 
well, and you'll have done a great matter, a. 


' piece of Learning a litthe more ſuitable to 


your Capacities; tho' ſo very few of you ever 
attain it, No, from the fir/?, you have had 
an inveterate inclination to Rambling : Any 


| where, but where you /boxd be; and any 


Thing, but what's your &/mneſs. 

''-Befides, con'd you get Zearnmg, what: 
wou d you do with't? For fo much is any one 
the better for his Knowledge, as he's capable: 


of bertering cthers by 1t, and filling his Poſt, _ 


and diſcharging his Part,as becomes a Cirizeu* 
of the Yorld, a Member of the great Comr- 

mo1-wealth of Nature, But pray what need: 
of /etaph) ſfichs to make a Pudding,or of know- 
ing who beat who, at Pharſalia, or Marathon 

to make Point, or thread a Needle ? To know + 
for the ſake of k-owing, and that ſuch things: 
only as neither teach us to regslate the Paſ-" 


' frons, or exalt the Mind, is a Toſs of Time as' 


&riminal as tis riaiculouws, But you can Ad- 
Bea vantage- 


vantage others, you'll ſay, and improve your 
own uſeful Knowledge either by Diſcourſe or 
Witing--- Tis ſo often indeed you've that 
calmneſs of Temper, that coolneſs of Thought, 
and freedom from Prejudice, and pliableneſs 
to Covpittion, which is ſo neceſſary to all 
who wou'd gain any thing by Diſcourſe them. 
fetzes, or Infirudt others. And beſides,wou'd 
it not be as creditable for us to learn of our 


Tiferioxrs, as 'twould be modeſt for you to 


pretend to Docxmentize your Maſters ? The 
' old Rewgvs, tis true, ofren made uſe of their 
Slaves as School afters tor their Children, 
bur one wou'd think they hardly /car of 
'em themſelves, or ſubmitted to a Servile Fee 
rula, when they were Lords of the Porld,. 
.. And for your Writing, 'tis yet more 1»to- 
krable: Han't we Paper-ſpoilers enough of 
our own Sex, that you muſt come in to boy 
us? A Wiſe Man doubtleſs he was, that 


taught ye to Prite, when your ark it elf | 


had been too much. But if you muſt ſcribble 
now ai:Q then, that you mayn't quite forget 
it, one wou'd think a Bi/ler-deax wou'd ſuf- 
fice you, or at leaſt a paſſionate Love-Letter; 
or if you pretend ſo far as a Yer/e or Song, 
you meddle beyond your Province,and ought 
to be ſent back from one Conſtable to ano- 
ther. No, I'm ſo far from thinking it De- 
cent or Lawful for your tr:fling Sex to write 
for P#blick view, that tho' twou'd ſound like 
your .own Craelty to Vote that your three 
Writing-fingers might be ſerv'd as the Breaſts 
of the Amazons, yet I cou'd heartily wiſh 


there 
& 
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there were a Law to. ye ems up a little, both 
for our ſakes and yours ; .ar to pix cm down 
by your ſides, as they do Childrens, never to 
be let looſe till you had found ſufficient Sure- 
zies for their Gocd Behaumnar. 


NIF even that cou'd fecure us, for we know 


tis as Natural for you to /cratch with 'em , 
as 'twas for Puſs to Mouſe, when ſhe was 
transformed into one of you, If a Man de- 
fires to ſee II-Huſwifry and Sluttery in Per- 


' fetion, let him find one of theſe Learned 
Women, But youll be at your O/d Cant I 


know of improving your Ainas, and cnltiva- 
ting your Hearts, and advancing in F/aom...- 
We take you for once at your words, none - 
will ezvy you ſuch Learning as is uſeful far 

you, but then we hope you'll not be for K:- 
ding the Great Horſe, or for the Noble Strence 
of Defence, or Gunnery, or Fortification, or ' 


- the Ar: of War. . Nor have you any more 


to do with Logick, for you have enough of - 
the Natural without the Artificial, and: chap | 
that. faſt enough with yaur Husbands.; ; You - 
have all the Topicks of Railing, and can make 


admirable uſe of the Fatacies without ever 


learning 'em, If you are fond. of rhe Ady- 
theMarichs, We DN ſo: on _ | 
NY yJourrventuring lD:far 1NTHAr (7.4958 Df, 

Uull by the unſarchable: gepths of Akebra 
You are able to diſcover. this great.Secr : 


 Twoand:Two make Four, and that Three and - 


Five are even and «dd. Learn ſo much Ethicks 

as to know .your -Daty40, your Fiazhant, - 
which is beſt taught oe at the er 
: © S5 EEECED 
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own Matrimony, Forget not Oeconomicks, 
and the care of your own Houſhold. 

* Iurgery enough to cure a PWhithe, and Phy 
ſick enough to fright away an Axe. Mouſe 
- enough to be 19»'d as exattly to your Hu. 
bands Temper as one Vnifon to another; and 
Rbetorich enough to be lent, and then the 


World will no more find fault with a Learned 


Woman, 


Thomas Harcourt. 


Anſwer to LET TER. XXXV. 


C——— 
# 


By Madam H—— 


URE-tis either for your Eafe or Divers 
 fien, you-go 1: far 'out of your: way: to 
conſider, Whether omen ſheu'd be learn'd, 16 
little Senſe and Judgment as you allow. em, 
ſThou'd methinks put 'em out of the-danger, 
_ahd theniof what uſe ig:all. your Declamas 
gion for fear we ſhou.d-beyond. expectation 
attain to a» Profciency in a thing fo mib 
ehievous, hurtful, and- inconvenient to our 
ſelves, and you, I fear [your Apprebenfion bas 
been too quick, far your Judgment, to ſuffer 
you to run away with ſuch a Miltake, _ * | 

| 's 37.3097 153041 Ju Shurh 
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s, By Ju leave, Sir, I think 'tis no equal 

Abſuraity, a Woman's Ambition to-raiſe her: 
- | ſelf above her Sex, and ſuppoſe ſhe cou'd- 
41 do't ; as for a Man ſo meanly to degrade him- 
> | ſet}, that when deſtgn'd for ſuch Great and 
id Noble Employments, he ſhou'd be content- 
with the moſt contemptible of - Fewwale Per-; 
-d | feftions, and become a Spinſter. 

'| Were obligd to you for telling us the- 
way of attaining any good degree of Sciente 3. 
you ſay, it requires a quick Apprehenſion, ſound- 
neſs of Tudgment, an unweary d Diligence, an:+ 

1  unſhaken Conſtancy, an OT 
” | all which Vertues, whatever you-may think,.. 
| are no ſtrangers to our Sex,. nor againſt our. 
Natures, as perhaps the Dtationer. by. his. 
Reading may know better than you with all 
your Philofophy. \ 0 
 Weenvy not your /iron s Stomach t0+ 
| aigeſt thoſe hard Bones of Philoſophy, and- 
/ the Cauſes of Things, Me can content aur. 
| feluves with gueſſing, which us as far as you cans: 

£a, and our puny Nut-ſhells will. contain as:: 
many may-be's asy08rs; and you're not ſo ſure. 

of all knowables Divine and Fbemane, . but * 
| that with ſome degree of Application we+ 
can gb as far -as. you, and in the Praftick.. 
part of Divinity, far-out=go you... 

I can't deny . the facility -4 large Genize:: 
may give to Learning, but ſuppoſe Womens, 
ſhou'd be more contracted, dos t follow,they, 
muſt deny their Genius. all Improvement... 
and thraw all away os Folly, Vanity, and. Dor 
| mefick Maire, for fear F; Shippers. 


[ 
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they launch out mmto the vaſt Ocean of Leary- 
2g, without your Infurance, which we may 
be ſure you'll never give us whilſt under the 
Miſtake of- believing we can't ſpell, and yet 
pretend to Learning, only becauſe 'tisn't (6 
much our” buſineſs as yours? A great fign 
you do'till, we've ſuch a mind to mend ir, 


If a Womas's a Member of the Common- 


wealth of Nature (which can't be denyd) 
and ought to fill her Poſt, and diſcharge her 
Part as a Citizen of the World, ſhe'll have 
uſe enough of her Learning in her Converſe 
with Men, and /o mach Wit, no doubt, to 
employ't in regulating her Paſſions, exalting 
ber Mind, and freeing t from Prejudice, Heat, 
 #ud Obſtinacy, rather than apply 'em in me 


king a forty threading 4 Needle, and teach- 


Ing Domeſtick, Affairs , knowing by Expe: 


nence how il] Men ſucceed when-ever they 


g0 by /ach learn'd Rules to inſtrutt their Wives 
mn Family-Baſmefſs, which does as il] become 
your Sex,-- as it does o#7s by Diſcourſe or 
Writing to pretend to Docamentize our Ma- 


SLSR. | 
"Undoubtedly rhe Man that fir ff taught us 
zo Write, appears as wiſe, if not a lictle wiſer, 
and perhaps more juſt than thoſe, that for 
tenderneſs of ſpoiling Paper , (which after- 
wards ferves for ſo many uſes ) wou'd con- 
demn us to fo ſeyere a Puniſhment, 'as to 
deprive us of three Fingers, which wou'd for 
ever difable us from making a Padding, or 
threading 6 Needle , the higheſt PerfeCtion 
of our-Trifting Sex, according to Ar. _ 
acre, p m 
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I'm ſurprizd-to find a Man of fo great 
Undertaking, as that confining our Sex's 
Scribling to a Billet-dewx, or Paſſtonate Love= 
Letter, ſhou'd at the ſame time beſo afraid 
of us as to call in the he/p of Laws, and re- ' 
quire us to bring Sareties for our Good Beha- 
viour, and yer after all, can hardly think 
himſelf ſecure from ſcrarchive; you had 
better have ſecured your ſelf by Law before 
you had medd[d with us ;' for 'tis not your 
Wife's being an ill Houſe-wife, and a Slut , 
will hinder us from [crawling and blotts 
Paper, and doing all thoſe. things: your 10 
afraid of, Truly, Sir, -you're miſtaken in 
this laſt, fear of our 044" Cant of Improving 
our Minds, Cultivating our 'Heads , and 4d- 
vancing in Wiſdom, for: now we're conving'd 
of the Error,and pn you that Learn 
ing works none of - thoſe EffeRs. - | 

Nor ſhall we quarrel with you for the 4- 
litary part of Learning, (ince we ve, by your 
own Confeſſion, fo much as enables us to 


make War with our Husbands when they inuade 


. our Priviledge or Prerogatives, And for that 


part of Erhicks, /athematicks, and AMuſich, 
your good'Nature allows: us, ' we retarn 1t 
you with many Thanks, for we've Naturally 
as much of thoſe as ſerves our Occaſions , 
for the an 1 fear with all his Learning <f- 
charges his Duty). to his Wife ug. better | 
Wife to the Husband; and to require the Wife 
ſhou'd be r#ned exattly 10 the Temper of her 
Huband, ſhews the weakneſs of his Rok, 
_ whilſt 
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whilſt not that, but his Temper; muſt 'go- 
vern both himſelf and W ife. 


I only beg a greater Liberty-in- Srgery and- 


Phyfick, ſuppoſing 'tis none- of your Pro- 


vince, but that without- danger you may- 
grant it, for we ſhall neither 7/-ite nor Teach» 


it; nor Practice on our Husbands, for there 
the Law ſecures you ; nor ſhall Oeconomies 
be forgotten, if that will pleaſe you. 

- But" the' hardeſt Task you: impoſe, is: to- 
kam Rhetorick enough to pur us to- (Hence, 
and rhen give over ; were all fond of Praile, 
and a-thing ſo commendable as the 4+: «f 


Speaking, weighs more with us than the Ye- - 
twe of Silence, twill be hard to ftop us in a” 


purſuit- of fo much Glory; if any thing 
prevail, it muſt be the only conſideration , 
that odſerving your-Rules, the World muſt: 


needs be very much oblig'd by fuch 4 /ort- 


of Learned Women. 
| 4. H 
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. : The End of the Firf Battle. 
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Subjects deſigned for [the Second Battle] 


which are here inſerted, that ſo every 
Lady (that will joyn with Madam 
Godfrey, &Cc. againſt Sir Thomas, and 
his Adherents ) may chuſe what Points 
they can beſt defend — What Letters 
they'll Anſwer, ſhall be ſent to 'em, 
if they?ll ſend their N ames,and Place 
of Abode to Mr. Darker*s. (in Bull- 
Head-Court, near Cripplegate ) the Ge- 
neral Place of nk cn, | 


Note, That thoſe Subjets rhat have this 
Mark f, are already Chofen by the 
Ladies, and thoſe with this Mark *, 
are Choſen by the Men. 


Gain Womens Ridin + afride. 


. That no kept Mi res Was ever True to 
one Man. ; 
Denyed by Modan | 

3- Againſt. Womens making uſe of Parfums 
| "ay by Made 
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- Subjects deſign! d foz 


4. Againſt Red-hair'd Women, 
In Praiſe of Red Hair, by Madam—— 
F. Againſt wearing Ear- Rings, &Cc. 
Ii; Praiſe of *em, by Madam —— 
6. Againſt Womens powderi ing their Hair. 
Defended by Madam ——— 
7. Againſt trying Tricks to dream of Huſ- 

LF. 

Defended by Madam —— 

8. Againſt the Prattice of Chuſing Valentines. 

Anſwered by Madam 

g. Againſt Night-Roils. 
Defended by Madam —= 

* 10. That there's a Sex in Souls, By Le- 
ander. 

 Denyed by Madam —— 
II. That there's no Love without a mixtur: 
of Luft. : 

Denyed by Madim —— 

12. Againſt Black-patches. 
Defended by Madam —— © 
inſt Ladies keeping La -dogs. 

7 ES tated F w 4 
T4 It —_ of Hermaphrodites. £% 
 Anpwered by Madam—'  \ 
15. Againſt Kiſſmg. ad an 

hn ended by , » — q 

Howes) bave more  Ingerulion | 

— Adap. <= | | 

\ Tos by "= vba 


17. Tha 


tbe ſecond Battle. 


17. That 'tis better marrying a Whore than 
a Slutt, 

Anſwered by Madam —- 

18. That Women, when lewd, are more In 

pudent than Men. 
Anſwered by Madam —— 
19. That Men always love their ſecondWi wes 
beſt. By Madam —— | 
* Denyed by Sir Henry. 

20. Againſt loving ſeveral Women at oo 
ame time, | 
Anſwered by Madam — 

21. That a long Courtſhip is  bef. 

 Denyed by Madam —— | 

22, That the falling out of Lovers is not of the 
renewing of Lowe, 
Denyed by Madam 

23. Againſt Womens ſmoaking T, obaxco. . 
Def ended by Madam 

24. Againſt Womens taking the upper hand. 
Anſwered by Madam — 

25. Againſt making Foyntures. 

Anjwered by Madam-— ' 

26. A painſt Womens Preaching 1 in the Church. 
Defended by Madam --— 

27. An Eſſay upon Match-making. 
Anſwered by Madam 


28. Againſt Fruition. By Madam ——— 
= p hot by Sir Charles 


29. That 


Subjects deſiqn'd fo? 
29. That tis good to have Rivals in the 
Courting of a Coy Miſtreſs. 
Denyed by Madam 
30. That crooked VVomen are the beſt na- 
tur'd, and make the fondeſt Wives. By 
AMadam --— | 
* Denjed by Sir Thomas. 
+ 31. That Singing is the beſt accompliſh 
ment for a Woman. By Madam Preſtwood. 
 * Denjed by Mr. Harman. 
® 32. That Drunkenneſs is worſe in VVomen 
than Men. By Mr. Hallet. 
Denyed by Madam 


33+. T hat *tis beſt marrying an Ol VVoman. 


Anſwered by Madam 

34. That Poor VVomen lowe bet. 
Denyed by Madam ——— 

35- Againſt Confidence in VYVomen. 

| gr nr by Madam - | 

36. Againſt Clandeſtine Marriages. 
Defended by Madam —— | 

37. Againſt giving Preſents befere Marrioge. 
Anſwered by Madam —— 

38. Againſt changing the VVomans Name 
in Marriage. 
Anſwered by Madam — 

39. Again#t VVomens wearing the Bxeeches. 
Defended by Madam . 

f 40, That there be Virgins, whoſe Chaſtt- 
ty is-invincible. By. Madam Godfrey. 


* Denyed- 


the ſecond Battle. 


* Denyed by Mr. Brooks, in an Efſs ay 
upon the Virgins of this Ape 
41. That "tis a great Happineſs 5 to have a 
Scolding VVife. 
Anſwered by Madam | 
4. 4 bat little V, Voman are the moſt fruit- 
H ">" 
Denyed by Madam 
43. That a Midwife is the __ Honoura- 
ble Employment for a V Voman. 
* Denyed by Sir Henry —— 
* 44. Againſ# the Old faſbion of Wearing | 
Farding ales, and Ruff s. By Ms. Bruce. 
Defenled by Madam —— . - 
45. That a mercenary Voman the greare 
VVhore. 
Denyed by Madam =——s .. 
46, Again(t Ladies lows Frems- 
Defended by Madam ———— TOhs 
47. That a Friendſhip: Iveen' Perſons * a 
different Sex may be wery innocents: 
Anſwered by Madam- 
* 48. That no VVoman ever dyed far I Love 
B; Sir Thomas. 
+ Denyed by Madam Godfrey. 
49+ That "tis Lawful for a man to Marr 
bis Couſimn-German. 
Anſwered by Madam 
50. That "tis Lawful for a Man, having 
buried his VVife, to Marry ber own Sifter. 
Anſwered by FI. That 


Sudjects deſign'd fo? 
Fi. That moſt VVomen marry too young. 
Anſwered by Madam 
F2. Agamſt Quakers Marriapes. 
T Se Ariadne. « 
F3- Againſt crying in the A of Marriage. | 
Defended by Madam | 
. $4. That a private Courtſhip is beſt. 
Denyed by Madam | 
® 55. That if Females went a Courting , 
there would be more Marriages than now 
there are. By Sir Thomas. = 
T Denyged by Maidam Godfrey. | 
F6.. That all Beauty is imaginary. 
Anſwered by Madam ——- 
$7- That 'tis Lawfwl. for « Man to beat hut 
ife. 
Anſwered by Madam — | 
58. That a Perſon Divorced by Law may 
Lawfully marry another, though thoſe | 
they were fir marryed to, are yet ti- 


VINP. 
> — GW by Madam | 
T 59. Againſt Polygamy. By Madam Prat. 
* Anſwered by Sir Charles. 
® 60. Againſt tealing of looks. By Mr. 
| Breme. 
Anſwered by Madam 
+ 61. Againſt V//omens anſwering Love-Let- 
ters, By Madam Axtel. 
* Defended by Mr. Harcourt. 


62. That 


the ſecond Battle: - 


62: That "tis not modeſt for « VVidow to 


Marry in bs than'a Thay after ber Hm 


band's Deceaſe. 
Denyed by Madam 


63. That the Eye is of greater Ceri then 


the Tongue in making of Love. 
Denyed by Madam 
- | 64.- An Eſſay #-pon Godmothers, By Ma- 
dam Sland. 
* Anſwered by Sir Thomas. 
65. Againſt thoſe Ladies who Bs to Bed 
with their Hmbands. 
Anſwered by Madamm=o—— REAEY 
66. That "tis much ſa fer going tothe War, 
than to Marry. © 
Denyed by Madam —— 
' 67. That they never thrive, ho Promiſe 
Marriage to one man, and wed another. 
Denied by Madam —— — 


68. That Coyneſs is the only thing valuable 


im aVVoman. 
Anſwered by Madam 
69. That our Laws againſ® Adultery are 
t00 favourable to the VVomen. 
Anſwered by Mndam —— 
m That he that 1s once a Cuckold, is ever 


EP by Madam | 
70. That a VVomans wit is beſt at a pinchi 


By Did am —— 
/ FOE Denied 


wo res ” 
—Ipoatnedy — 


Subjects deſign'd fo2 
* Denied. by Mr. Harcourt... 

71. That all VVhores are Jacobites. 
Denied by Madam 

72. That the Barren VVoman is more happy 
than the Child-bearing. 

Anſwered by Midam - 

T 73. That *tts poſſible to find ſome Vertne 

_ in ſome VVomen. By Madam Grimes. 
* Anſwered by Sir Thomas. _ 

74. Againſt banging Pittures in the Cham- 
bers of " Big-belly'd VV omen. 

Defended by Madam ——— 

75» That V//omen are more prone to Love 

. . than other Creatures. | 

' Denied by Madam 

T 76. That ®tis poſſible to be deeply an Love 
| ry a Lady we never ſaw, By Lean- 

CT. | 

+ 77. Anſwered by Ariadne. 

78. That Lowe 1s blind, 
Denied by Midam —— 

* 79. That the Paſſion of Love cannot be 
kept ſecret. By Sir Henry. 
+ Denied by Madam Godirey. 

* 80. That there may be a greater Love be- 
tween Man and Man, than between 
and VVoman. By Mr. Graves. 

+ Denied by Madam Hoy. 
Sx. An Eſſay upon the Churching of VVe- 


Men. 
Anſwered 


— 


the ſecond Battle, 


Anſwered by Madam=——— 


82. That VVomen hate the more for being 


loved. TEE 
Denied by Madam —— 

83. An Eſſay upon Honey- moon. 

Anſwered by Madam ——- hl 

64. That 'tis more Noble to lowe, than" to 
be loved. | C 
Anſwered by Madam— 

85. The Brutes love: 

Denied by Madam—— : 

* 86. An Eſſay upon the Ladies Dreſſmg+ 
Room, Library ,- and ſeveral Trin fs 
belonging to her Cloſet and Wardrobe. © By 
Leander. - | 
7 Anſwered by Ephelia. 


| | By. Againſt Ringing the Bell on the IWed- 


ding night. By Madam Grange. 
Defenied by Sir Charles —— 4 
88. That the Poeteſſes of the preſent excel 
all former Ages. By Madam —: 
+ Denied by Madam Plaiſto. 
89. That no Bawd ever died Rich, 
Anſwered by Madam — 


90. That there has been no Inſtance of 4 
converted Whore tha Fifty Tears. 
Denied by Madam—— 

91. An Eſſay upon Chamber-maids to Per- 
ſens of Quality, Ab 


The 


| The Condult of Chamber-maids defended 
Wn AMadam— 

92. That Women are capable of as high Im- 
provements as Men. RV b-> 
* Denied by Sir Thomas — 


93- That "tis Ominoms to loſe the Wedding- 


Denied by Madam —— 

94. A Paradox upon the firſt Faſhion of go- 
ing Na | | 
Anſwered by Madam 


: gf: Againſt Black-patches. By Sir Wil- 


am — 
'*f Defended by Midam Aſtford. 
96. Againſt Lap-dalliance. 
| Anſwered by Atadam 
97. Againſt Dowries. 
Anſwered by Midam 
* 98. A Satyr upon the Flitch of Bacon 


given at Dunmow in Eſſex, to thoſe 


that Marry, and dowt Repent. By Mr. 
Hart. 
+ Anſwered by Madam. Licor. 
99. Againſt Importunity. 
ps mg by Madam 
100. That Lowe makes men valiant. 
Denied by Madam 
1oI. Afainſt unequal Matches. 
. Anſwered by Madam 


102, A8 


Subjects deſign'd fo2 


"CT 


the ſecond Battle. 
102. An Eſſay upon the London Night- 


walkers; 

Anſwered by Madam ——— | 
| 103. That Paſſive Obedience is the chief 

Duty of a Wife. | 

. | Demied by Madam - 

* 194. Againſt making uſe of Philters, A- 
mulets, and Charms in Love- Affairs, 
By Mr. Carter. ; 
Defended by Madam | 

105. That all Women love thoſe Men beſt 
| who had their firſt AﬀetFions. 
Denied by Madam ——— 
| 106 Againſs VVomens gazing in the 
| Church, 
Defended by Madam 
107. Againſt V/omens Atting in Plays. 
| Defended by Midam =-— 
| \ 108; Againſt a ſweet Breath. 
* | Defended by Madam —— 
- | 109. A Satyr upon the Stews. 
' Anſwered by Madam | : 
fil - Againſt the Salique Law. By Ca- 
liſte. 
* Defended by Mr. Valdo. 
* 111. Apainſt a man's truſting his Wife 
| with his Secrets, By Mr. Field. 
+ Defended by Madam Egleſton. 
112. A Satyr againſt the uſe of Fans. By 


Fm 
| Ff Anſwered 


- 


Anſwered by Madam —— 
113. The equality of both Sexes afſertel, 
By Madam — 
| Denied by Mr. 
* 114: An Eſſay in Vindication of Focular 
writing. By Leander. 
Anſwered by Madam 
. 115. Againſt Commodes. By Mp, — 
Defended by Madam —— | 
116. Againſt V/omen having their Pifures 
arawn. By Mr.—— 
Defended by Madam —— —- 
I17. That *tis not poſſible to hate thoſe we 
have really loved. By Mr. — 
Denied by Midam 
118. That the Pleaſures of Lowe conſiſt 
chiefly in the Chace. By Mr, — 
Denied by Madam 
Ilg. Againſt an incredulons VVoman. By 


Pun 
Anſwered by Madam 
* 120. Againſt ſecond Aarriages. By Phu- 
laret. | 
Defended by Madam —— 


| 


Subjects deſign'd fo2 


| 


| 


M4 


ol 


the ſecond Battle, 


Theſe are but part of the Challenges 
aefuyzned for the Femile War : And 
that the Men may have no oc- 
caſion ro laugh at what they 
fancy ridiculous in Women, before 
the Peace is concluded, there will 
be added by the Ladies, VS. 


i 1. A Satyr againſt the Town-Fops- By 
Madam Crawford. 

Defended by Mr, 

f 2. Againſt long Wi 885. By Madam God- 
re 
Defended by Mr.——— 

f 3- Againſt Cotquzans. By 21:dam Chaſe, 
De fended by by Mr. 
4. Againſt mens wearing of Muffs. 

* Defends by Mr.—— 

T6 Apaiath the Sword- Knot now in Far 
ſhion. By Midam Gi'tord. 
» Defended by Sir Thomas, 

T6. Againt th: mens raking Snuſn. By 
ME. 1dem Roſe. 

* Defended by Sr Charles. 


| | 7. Againſt Soluting by the Hat, By Ma- 


dam Stafford. 
* D-fended by Sir Henry. 


Ff 2 T 8. Againſt 


"4 
————————————_— - 


Subjects deſign'd fo? 


T 8, Againſt Old Batchelors. By Madam 
Godfrey, | 
* Defended by Mr. Graves, in any Eſay, 

proving that a ſingle Life is beſt, | 

+ 9. Agamſt Drinking Healths, By Madam 
Floid. 

Defended by My, —— 

j 10. Againſt Beardleſs men, By Madam 
Turpit. 

* Defended by Sir Henry. — 

11. That black men are the moſt Amorow 
By Madam — 
* Denied by Sir Thomas 

T 12. That Baſtards always reſemble the 
unlawful Father. By Madam Haithorn 
* Demied by Mr. Reading. 

1%. Againſt Promiſing Marriage to anothet | | 
V Poman whills the firſt VVife zs living, 
By Madam-— | 
Defended by Mr. —— 

f 14. Againſt Enjoyment before Marriage 
By Madam Beelly. 

* Anſwered by Mr. Colet. : 

+ 15. 4 Satyr againſt the Italian Huſ- 
bands. By Madam Harford. | 
* Anſwered by Mr. Breme. 4 

16. Againſt the Husband's crying down bu | 
VVife. By Madam — — 

Defended by Mr.——— 2 

f , -:4:2% Againſt 


17 


by | 


the ſecond Battle. 


| | 17. Againſt Batchelors keeping Yeung 


Houſe- keepers. By Ariadne. 
* Defended by Leander. 

18. Againſt the Annual Lampooning the La- 
dies at Tunbridge Wells. By Madam —— 
Defended by Mr,— 

f'19. Againſt. bragging of Womens favours. 
By Madam Godtrey. 

* Defended by Sir Thomas— 
20. Againſt Duelling for a. Miſtreſs,by Ma- - 
am 
Defended by Mr, —— 
21. Againſt the Husband's telling his Wives : 


OO . 
Secrets. by Madam ——- 


Defended by My. —— 

22. Apainſt Stock-Fobbers. By Madam—— + 
Anſwered by Mr. -—- 

23. Againſt wiiting Love-Verſes. By 14a 
dam — 
Defended by Mr. ——- 

24: Againſt admiring @ .handſom man. 
By Madan 
Defended by My. —— 

25. That *lis better to marry for Vertue thay; 
either Beauty or Riches. By Madam 
* Anſwered by Mr. Hill. 

26, That. Sighs are the truſt marks of @ 
great Love. By Madam: 
Denied by Mr, — 


F | 27. An Eſſay on Modeſty, by Madatism—— 
J 


Anſwered by Mr FEft3 T20>- 


Subjects deſign'd foz, &c. 
T 28. Againſt mens Riſſmg one another, By | 


LXadam Bail. 
* Defended by My. Royſe. 


This is likewiſe but Part of the I a- | 
azes Charge againſt the Men, but 
here's enough relating to both 
Sexes, to give an Idea of the 
whole Encounter; at the end of 


which will be added, 


T3. A Form of Courtſhip, writ by Mr, 
Grot. | 
2: The Charatter of what Wife Sir Tho- 
mas wou'd have, if he ever marries. 
3. The Ladies Form of Prayer for Huſ: 
bands, with a Project to provide %m 
With good ones. 
4: The Articles of Peace betwixt both Sexes, 


Newly 


Newly Publiſh:d 


The Secret Hiſtory of Whitehall, writ at 
the Requeſt of a Noble Lord, and con- 
weyed to him in Letters by a Gentleman 
who was Secretary-Interpreter to the 
Aarqueſs of Louvois, and who by that 
means had the peruſal of all the Private 
Adinutes between England and France 
for many Years. 


* HE New Diſcoveries made in this 
Book are concerning, ( 1.) The French 
Court's oppoſing K. Charles the Second's Re- 
ſtoration. ( 2.) The Matches propos'd to K. 
Charles the Second by . the Frezch, with His 
Majelity's Anſwers thereunto. ( 3. ) The Sale 
of Dunkirk. (4.) The Firing of the City 
of London 1n 1666. (5.) An Account of a 
Letter ſent by the Dxtch to K. Charles the 
Second, and of its being privately ſent to 
the French Court. (6.) The Secret of the 
Duke of Backingham's Embaſly into Fraxce. 
( 7.) What paſsd at the Private Interview 
between K, Charles the Second and hs Siſter 
the Dutcheſs. of Orlzance in 1670. ( 8.) Ho 
Mrs. Carewell, Woman to the Dutcheſs 6f 
Orleance, (and afterwards Dutcheſs of Port/- 
204th) came tobe introduc to be K:Charies's 
- == 8 Mits. 


- Newly Publiſhd, 


Miſs. (9g.) The Private League between 
K. Charles the Second and the French King, 
( 10.) The Duke of York's Secret Correſpon- 
dence with that Court, with an Account- 
of his Penſion from thence. ( 11. ) Cole- 
man's Intervention with both for his own 
Advantage, and the Topicks he went upon, 
his Rencounter with the French Embaſlador, 
and his Private Papers. ( 12.) The Intereſt 
the French made both in Exg/andand Holland, 
among the ſeveral Setts, to prevent the late 
Queen's being married to King mim. 
{ 13.) The Methods concerted to trapan Her 
late Majeſty into France, with her Father's 
concurrence, and how prevented. ( 14. ) Fa- 
ther St. Germarn's attempting K. Charles the 
Second in his-Religion, with the King's An- 
{wer, &c, ( 15.) Coleman's Wife's Petition 
to the French King, with his Anſwer; and 
an Account of her Hanging her ſelf. ( 16.) 
M. Le Telier's Speech about the Invaſion of 
England, (17.) The Duke of York's Per- 
verſion to the Church of Rome. ( 18.) K, 
Fames's Private League with France, when 
Regnant, ( 19.) The Eflay made by the 
Spaniſh Erabaflador, to draw him into the 
Aaſtrian Intereſt, with his Anſwer and Re- 
fuſal, in favour of France. ( 20.) How Fa- 
ther Peters came to be made a Privy-Coun- 
ſellor. ( 21. ) Why Mr. Skelton was Imprt- 
ſon'd in the Tower. ( 22.) Of the ſhuttin 

up the Exchequer by K. Charles the Second. 
(23.) An Account of the Five Perſons that 
made_up the Cabal in Eng/and in 1671. | 
WR ( 24) The 
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Newly Publiſhd. 
( 24-) The Methods uſed by the French Mi- 
niſters to corrupt our Embaſſadors. (:5.) The 
Offers made by the French King of the So- 
veraignty of the United Provinces to King 
William, then Prince of Orange, with his 
rejection of them, (26. ) The Earl of Shaftſ- 
bury's Advice to K. Charles the Second, to 
ſend an Embaſly to the French King. ( 27.) 
How my Lord Shaftsb#ry came to be remo- 
ved from being Chancellor. ( 28.) How the 
French gain'd their Point, in Marrying the 
Princeſs of Afoaena to the Duke of York. 
(29.) The Attempts made to engage the 
Prince of Orange in the French Intereſt, 
( 30.) Of the Duke of 7k's moving the 
French Court for Money, according to his 
Private Agreement. ( 31.) Of K. Charles 
the Second's urging the French Court for his 
Remittances. ( 32.) The Arguments uſed 
againſt the Duke of York's Marrying his 
Daughter to the Prince of Orange. ( 33.) The 
Embaſly ſent by the French King to K.Charles, 
in order to break off that Match. (34. ) Some 
Secrets relating to the Popiſh Plot. ( 35.) Of 
the Duke of York's retiring to Bruſſe/s, with 
K. Charles's Promiſes to him before his de- 
parture. (36.) The Overtures made for 
K. Charles's Divorce from Queen Katherine. 
( 37.) Of the Duke of Yorks being twice 
privately in France,and Cloſeted by the Frencn 
King. ( 38.) Of the Marqueſs of Zouvor's 
being Privately in Eng/and ſeveral times in 
K, Charles the Second's Reign ; and of his. 
being Cloſeted by him. ( 39.) The Myſtery 

Ff5 of 


Newly Publiſh, 
of the Presbyterian Plot. ( 40.) Of King 
Charles the Second's Death. ( 41. ) An Ac- 
count of K. James's Deſign of deſtroying 
the Duke of donmonth in Holland. ( 42. ) 
Why K. James was not Crown'd by a Popiſh 

Biſhop. (43.) The true Reaſons why the 
Duke of Afomth and the Earl of Argile 
miſcarried in their Invading England and 
Scotland. ( 44.) Of the Oppotition made 
by ſeveral Noblemen againſt K. James's dil- 
carding the Militia. { 45.) Propoſitions 
made by the French Agents to K. James the 
Second, for Modelling and Bridling of Par- 
Laments. (46.) The Intrigue of the Tryal 
and Suſpenſion of the Biſhop. of Logon. 
( 47.) Of K. James's Cloſeting ſeveral Per- 
ſons, &c. (48.) A particular Account how 
my Lord Cohlomain came to be ſent Embaſl- 
ſador to Rome ; and of K. James's receiving 
the Pope's Nuncio in Ezg/and, ( 49.) The 
 Defign in Committing the Seven Biſhops to 
the Tower of London. ( 50.) The Senſe of 
the French Court, with reſpect to the Prince 
of Yales's Birth. ( 51.) An Account of K. 
Fames's ordering Maſs to be ſaid on Board his 


Fleet; and of his going on Board himlelf , 


to engage the Officers to turn Reman Catho- 
licks. ( 52. ) Of the Count D Avary ac- 
quainting the French King with the Prince 
of Orange's Preparations againſt England. 
( 53.) Of the means whereby Mr. Skelton 
came to know of the Defigns in Holand a- 
gainſt K, Fames, and of his acquainting the 
King his Maſter therewith; as alſo his Nego- 
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Newly Publiſhd. 


tiations in France. (54.) Of the Slights 
uſed to make K. James negligent to provide 
againſt the Invaſion from He/lana, (55.) My 
Lord S--- charged with Treachery to his Ma- 


ter K. James. (56.) Of my Lord S's. being 


excuſed by ſome of the French Faction. (57.) 
The Arguments uſed by the French Agents 
to gain K. James's Conſent to receive French 
Succours into Englana, anſwered by my Lord 
S$-.- (58. ) K.Fames's Speech to his Officers 
upon the Prince of Orange's Landing in Eng- 
land. ( 59.) The motives for the yo 
carrying the Prince of Wales into France, 
( 60.) Inſtructions given to the FrenchEmiſ: 
ſfaries, on K. James's deſerting the Crown. 
( 61. ) How the French Court received the 
News of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange's 
—_ Proclaim'd King and Queen of Exg- 
and. 


Theſe New Diſcoveries, to name no 
more, tho? the reſt are of equal Curio- 
ſity, (and compleat this Secret Hiſtozy, 
from the Reſtoration of Charles TI. down 
to the Abdication of the late K. James) 
had been for ever buryed in Oblivion, 
had not the Fate and Addreſs of this 
Gentleman led him to fetch 'em out of 
the dark and almoſt inſcrutable Receſles 
of the French Cabinet Minutes. The 
whole Publiſh*d from the D1iginal Pa- 
pers, By D, Jones, Gent. 

There 


Newly Publiſh, 


"Here is alſo Publiſh d-—A 
New Undertaking, En- 


ciuld, The Night-Walker, | 


Or, Evening Rambles, in ſearch after 
nd W omen, with the Conferences | 
held with them , to be Publiſh'd 
Monthly, till a Diſcovery be made | 
of all the Chief Proſtitutes in Eng- 
land, from the Pextionary Miſs, 
down to the Common Strumper. i 
"The firſt Night-Walker, ſor Of&ober, 
was Dedicated to the Whore-Maſters 
of London and Weſtminſter, and this 
_ for November ( juſt now publiſh'd) | 
is Dedicated to the Dutcheſs of- | 
Price of each 64. Both Sold by R. | 
Baldwin, near the Oxford- Arms in 
uh arwick-Lane. 


